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APPENDICES. 


Atpbndix APPENDIX No. 1. (Q. 1401). 

Agricultural Classes. 


factory or shop, nor will the Department give financial Afpeiuiix 

assistance where the girls do not return daily to their 

home. 


Number of classes held, and number of students 
in attendance during each of the past four years. 


1902- 3, 

1903- 4, 

1904- 5, 

1905- 6, 


2 

7 

18 

25 


There were no classes held in 1900-1 and 1901-2. 

The total number of students, 422, who attended the 
courses at the various centres (twenty -three in all), in 
1905-6, was made up as follows : 


Armagh, 
Carlow, ... 


Galway, 


Bagenalstown, 


IS 


Maeroom, ... 
Mallow, 

Cork, ;... 

Downpatrick, 

Moontbellew, 


Monaghan Sol 
Bally bay, ... 
Tedavnet, ... 


. Duration . 
of Course in . 
Weeks. 1 ■ 


APPENDIX No. II. (Q. 1472). 

Department op Agriculture and Technical 
Instruction for Ireland. 

Bean-an-Tighe Classes. 

1. In certain districts, chiefly where there exists a 
large population of small farmers and cottagers, the 
Department are prepared to supplement itinerant in- 
struction in Agriculture, Dairying, Poultry-keeping, 
Horticulture, Bee-keeping, Rural Domestic Economy, 
and Cottage Industries, by assisting in the formation 
of Rural Centres where girls and young women may 
receive instruction and helpful guidance in their home 
work. 

2. A. Rural Centre, for the purposes of this scheme, 
may be the home of a religious community or of a 
private individual, provided there be at least one 
woman in charge to act as superintendent, who is 
prepared to devote herself to developing improvement 
in the home life of the neighbourhood. She must 
possess a practical acquaintance with the needs of 
small farmers and cottagers, be likely to secure their 
confidence, and to be welcomed among them. 

3. The energies of the superintendent and her staff 
should be concentrated upon bettering the material 
condition of the people, upon adding to the comfort 
and happiness of the home, upon increasing the love 
and respect of the people for their home and for their 
country-side, and generally upon raising economic 
efficiency, and, in the case of rural holdings, upon 
counteracting the tendency to despise farm work and 
life. 

4. It must be no part of the work of the Centre to 
train girls as domestic servants or to fit them for the 


5. It will be the duty of the superintendent and her 
colleagues to encourage girls and young women to 
meet at the Centre and interest themselves in the ob- 
jects mentioned below. All should be welcomed, even 
those who only occasionally seek information in diffi- 
culties of home management. 

6. Every phase of the activity of the Centre will be 
•practical. The cream or milk required in the dairy 
for practising butter and cheese-making, the poultry 
to be killed and dressed, the materials for the dishes 
to be cooked, the materials for new garments, and the 
clothes to be mended, washed and ironed, should be 
brought by the girls themselves — each taking home the 
product of her labour. 

7. The duty of the superintendent and her colleagues 
should not end with the work at the Centre itself. It 
should be supplemented by systematic visits to the 
homes wherever welcomed. 

8. When success attends the efforts of a superin- 
tendent and staff, the work should be stimulated by 
holding an annual show of the produce of the dairy, 
poultry runs, garden, and of articles of food and 
clothing prepared in the household. 

9. A Rural Centre, to be recognised for the purposes 
of this scheme, should aim at having the following 
accommodation : — 

(I.) A farm of twenty-five statute acres, with 
suitable houses for cows, calves, and pigs. 

(II.) Houses and suitable runs for at least two 
breeds of fowl and for one breed of turkeys, one 
for geese, and one for ducks. 

(III.) A fruit and vegetable garden at least one- 
half statute acre in extent. 

(IV.) A dairy for butter and cheese making. 

(V.) A wash-house and ironing room. 

(VI.) A kitchen, with at least two open hearths. 
A range is not required. 

(VII.) A room for sewing, knitting and cottage 
industries. 

10. The subjects of instruction should include: — 
'Dairying : 

Feeding, milking, and care of cows. 

Feeding and care of calves and young stock. 

Rearing, feeding, and general management of 
pigs. 

Separation of cream both on the old and new 
systems. 

Ripening cream and milk for churning. 

Butter-making. 

Making of rennet, curd, curd butter, soft and 
hard cheese. 

Poultry-keeping : 

Rearing and general management of hens, ducks, 
geese, and turkeys. 

Gardening : 

The cultivation of vegetables, fruits, and 
flowers. 

Cleaning and decoration of the home. 

Sewing, Knitting, and Mending : 

Making of clothes of all kinds for members of 
the family either from new materials or from 
larger garments cut down. 

Mending of garments of every description worn 
by people in the district. 

Washing and Ironing : 

Washing and ironing clothes brought in for 
this purpose by the pupils. 

Cooking : 

Only those dishes should be taught which can be 
made from the products of the farm and garden 
with an open hearth and the following utensils ■ — 
Pot oven, kettle, frying pan, griddle, pot?, sauce- 
pans, bowls, enamelled baking dishes, spoons 
forks and knives. ’ 
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The cooking should include oatmeal porridge, 
bread scones, stampey, pancakes. 

Potato soup, vegetable soup, giblet soup, pea 
soup, mutton broth made from sheep’s head. 

Potatoes, turnips, carrots, parsnips, onions, 
cabbage, cauliflowers, brussels sprouts, seakale, 
celery, peas, beans. 

Boiled rice, rice pudding, bread pudding, cot- 
tage plum pudding, home-grown fruit and 
rhubarb in various forms. 

Tea, coffee, cocoa, cake, jam and jellies from 
home-grown fruit. 

Where meat and fish can be procured, the fol- 
lowing may be included: — Pork, bacon and tur- 
nips, fried bacon and beans, bacon and liver, 
bacon and eggs, brawn from pigs’ feet, pig’s cheek 
and cabbage, fowl, duck, goose, rabbit, black pud- 
dings, white puddings, sausages, tripe, sheep’s 
head, sheep’s liver, sheep’s feet, chop, Irish stew, 
clarified lard. 

Fresh fish (if within reach), boiled and fried, 
salt fish boiled, fish pie. 

Sick Nursing: 

Cleaning and disinfecting a sick room, making 
of bread, linseed and mustard poultices ; use of 
simple home remedies for colds, cuts, burns, and 
scalds. The cooking of invalid dishes, including 
beef tea, chicken broth, egg flip, gruel, lemonade, 
barley water, custard, carrigeen moss, flaxseed 
tea, whey. 


APPENDIX No. IV. (Q. 1494). 
Prizes for Small Farms and Cottages. 


Table showing the number of Counties 

in which this 

Scheme wa 

s put- into operation and the amount 

expended i 

n each year. 



Number of 

Amount 

oar. 

Counties. 

Expended. 

1901. 

2 

£309 

1902, 

8 

£1,046 

1903, 

19 

£1,972 

1904, 

25 

£2,837 

1905, 

27 

£3,476 

1906, 

31 

£4,035 



APPENDIX No. V. (Q. 1499). 
Itinerant Instruction in Poultry Keeping. 


Table showing the number of Counties in which 
Instructors were employed under this Scheme 
during each of the past six years. 


1900- 1, 

1901- 2, 
1902.3, 
19034, 

1904- 5, 

1905- 6, 


No. 
. 4 

. 12 
. 22 
. 32 
. 30 
. 30 


Home Industries : 


Egg Stations. 


These should include any articles which can be 
profitably made in a cottage. 

11. The Centre will be under the immediate super- 
vision of the Department. A commencement may be 
made at any time with one or more of the subjects, 
but the programme, equipment, qualifications and re- 
muneration of helpers must be approved of by the 
Department before the work is commenced. No change 
in the programme, in the equipment, or in the staff, 
nor in anything involving expenditure may be made 
without the approval of the Department. 

12. In all cases the financial assistance of the De- 
partment will take the form of equipment or of pay- 
ment of staff, or of both. 



APPENDIX No. III. (Q. 1478). 

Itinerant Instruction in Agriculture. 

Table showing the number of Counties in which In- 
structors were employed under this Scheme for the 
past six years. 


Year. No. 

1900- 1, . . . .3 

1901- 2, . .10 

1902- 3, . . .10 

19034, . .16 

1904- 5, . . .20 

1905- 6, . .22 


APPENDIX No. VI. (Q. 1555). 
Home Butter-making Scheme. 


Table showing the number of County Committees who 
have appointed Teachers under this Scheme year 
by year. 


Year. 

1900- 1, 

1901- 2, 

1902- 3, 

1903- 4, 

1904- 5, 

1905- 6, 


Number. 

1 

4 

11 

18 

22 

24 


Field Experiments. 


Experimental and Demonstration Plots. 

Table showing the number of Experimental and De- 
monstration Plots established during the last five 
years. 


APPENDIX No. VII. (Q. 1576). Appbhib 

VII. 

Horticultural Scheme. — 


Years. 

Experimental 

Plots. 

Demonstra- 
tion Plots. 

1900-1, 

_ 



1901-2, 

150 

300 

1902-3, 

304 

500 

19034, 

309 

974 

1904-5, 

461 

1,664 

1905-6, 

439 

2,082 


Table showing the development of this Scheme year by 
year. 

Year. 


1900.1, 

1901- 2, 

1902- 3, 
19034, 

1904- 5, 

1905- 6, 


Counties 

adopting Scheme, 
nil 
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APPENDIX No. VIII. (Qs. 1642-52). A ppend ix 

Registered Stallions and Nominations of Mares. — 

Table showing the operations of the Horse-breeding Scheme since the year 1901. 


- 

i 1901. 1902. j 1903. 

- 

1905. 

1906. 

No. of Stallions registered ; — 

Thoroughbred, ... ... 1 

Clydesdale, ... ... ... | 

Shire 

Total, 

No. of local Mare Exhibitions held, 

No. of nominations of Mares : 

To Thoroughbred Stallions, ... 

„ Clydesdale Stallions, 

„ Shire Stallions, ... 

Total | 

Amount allocated for nominations, 
Amount expended for nominations, 

No. of Premiums to Stallions 
Thoroughbred, ... ... 

Clydesdale, 

Shire, .. 

Total, | 

No. of Loans granted for the pur- t 
chase of Stallions 
Thoroughbred, 

Clydesdale, 

Shire, 

Total ... j 

97 

23 

8 

16 ! 

123 

18 

21 

140 

48 

23 

*49 

26 


128 

162 

192 . 

2U 

229 

239 

113 

170 

18) 

210 

217 

227 

1,102 

111 

1,580 

235 

1,651 

658 

285 

2,010 

761 

273 

2,436 

758 

281 

2,652 

226 

1,541 

2,343 

2.694 

3.014 

3,175 

3.638 

£ s d. 
5,481 0 0 
4.632 0 0 

£ «. d. 

6,766 0 0 
5.831 10 0 

£ s. d. 

6,933 10 0 

6,234 0 0 ; 

£ S. d. 
8.371 0 0 
7,158 0 0 

£ s. d. 
8,122 0 0 

£ s. d. 
8.838 0 0 
8,400 0 0 

2 

6 

3 

6 

1 

12 

1 

7 

1 

1 

3 

9 

7 

13 

9 

9 

1 

6 


S 

11 

; 

j 

7 


9 

“ 

11 

8 


APPENDIX No. IX. (Q. 1652). 

Department of Agriculture and Technical 
Instruction for Ireland. 

Scheme of Subsidies to Irish Draught, Hunter, and 
Half-bred Sires. 

1906. 

horse 1. The Department are prepared to subsidise for anv 

suo8idy. f ° r °* Ireland, subject to the regulations of this 

scheme, a number of approved sires of the Irish 
Draught or Hunter type, as well as ponies suitable for 
| the poorer districts. 

Conditions 

| ot accept- 2. The Department will publish a list of the ap- 
f ance ' proved Stallions accepted for the purpose of this 
scheme in 1906. 

Copies when issued may be had free on application. 

Owners of suitable stallions are invited to apply to 
have their horses placed on this list subject to the 
Forms ot provisions of this scheme. 

application 3. Forms of application for the purpose of this 
scheme may be had from the Department. 

One of these forms, accurately filled up in every par- 
ticular, and signed by the owner or his agent, must be 
lodged in, or sent by post so as to reach, the offices of 
the Department not later than the 31st October, 1905. 

4. ( 1 .) Owners offering their stallions for service 
under this scheme must, if required, submit them to 
inspection and veterinary examination by the Depart- 
ment. Notice of the centres to which the horses are 
to be brought for inspection will be given. 

(2-) No application for the subsidising of a stallion 
under this scheme will be considered unless the owner 
agrees to accept for service by that stallion, at a fee 
not exceeding £1 per service and 2s. 6 d. groom’s fee, 
at least fifty mares the property of herds or of far- 
mers whose tenement valuation does not exceed £30. 
(In exceptional circumstances the Department may 
raise the maximum limit of valuation to £50.) 

The Department will in addition grant the owner 
a bonus of £1 per mare for each selected mare not ex- 
f ceedmg 50 in number served by a stallion under this 

scheme at a fee of £1. 


(3.) No application will be considered in which every »pp RNT , IT 
particular required in the form of application is not IX 

(4.) Stallions approved under this scheme will be 
accepted for particular districts only, and shall not, 
without the written consent of the Department, be re- 
moved to another district. If a stallion is removed 
without such consent to a district for which he was 
not accepted the owner of such stallion shall forfeit 
all claim to the benefits of this scheme. 

(5.) All sires which have received a certificate under 
the Scheme of Subsidies to Irish Draught, Hunter, 
and Half-bred Sires, in 1905, may, at the discretion 
of the Department, be accepted without further inspec- 
tion, but an application in respect of a sire over four 
years old which has, on inspection, been previously 
rejected as unsuitable shall not be considered und'er 
this scheme. 

5. Stallions offered under this scheme may be in- Inspection 
spected for their general merit and fitness for the pur- ™L5? aeral 
poses of the scheme. Such inspection shall be carried 
out by one or more Inspectors appointed by the De- 
partment. If the stallion has been to stud, evidence 
of his fruitfulness and, where practicable, of the 
character of his stock, must be produced if required. 
Inspection for general fitness, when deemed necessary, 
shall, as far as possible, precede veterinary examina- 


T M-j 1Jie veterinary examination shall be carried 
out by one or more qualified Veterinary Surgeons ap- 
pointed by the Department. 

(2.) No stallion shall be rejected as unsound unless 
suffering from one of the following diseases : — Cata- 
ract, roaring, whistling, ringbone, sidebone, unsound 
feet, spavin, curb. 

7. The inspection for general merit and fitness and Inspection 
the veterinary examination of stallions offered under and vete- 
this scheme may be dispensed with in cases where evi- 

dence of suitability and soundness have been suffi- m“yt£ 
cientiy established to satisfy the Department. dispensed 

8. The Department cannot undertake to disclose their n‘serva- 
reasons for the non-acceptance of any animal, and to” 
they reserve to themselves the right without assigning R ower ® 
any reason therefor or without inspection or veterinarv mont rt ‘ 
examination to decline to accept any stallion for the 
purposes of this scheme. No right of appeal shall lie 

in the case of any stallion rejected under this scheme. 

A 2 
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Advertise- 


Deflnition 

of 

“ farmer." 


Certificate 
of valua- 
tion. 


9. The owner shall advertise the sire to the satisfac- 
tion of the Department. 

10. (1.) Exhibitions of mares which are intended to 
be sent for service to stallions accepted tinder this 
scheme will be held on dates and at centres to be fixed 
by the Department. 

Such exhibitions will be duly advertised by posters 
in the districts where accepted stallions will be located 
during the season of 1906. 

(2.) The selection of mares at these exhibitions will 
Iw made by the Department alone. 

(3.) The Department, on being satisfied as to the 
valuation of the owner of each selected mare, will 
supply him with a voucher certifying that the mare 
in question is eligible for service under this scheme by 
an accepted stallion. This document must be given up 
to the owner of the sire on the date of first service. 

(4.) Mares to be served under the provisions of this 
scheme must be the Iona fide property of farmers or 
herds. 

(6.) The term “ farmer” is to he understood to mean 
a person who derives his means .of living mainly from 
farming. 

(6.) A farmer shall not be entitled, save with the 
approval of the Department, to have more than one 
mare served under this scheme. Before service the 
owner of each mare, if a farmer, must if required 
furnish the stallion owner with a certified statement 
of his valuation. 


11. The owner of a stallion accepted under this 
scheme shall not, before the stipulated number of 
mares have been served, reserve the use of his stallion 
for the mares of any individual or for the members of 
any society ; but must, subject to the provisions of 


Clause 14, allow his stallion to serve mares in the 
order in which they are presented. 

12. The service fee fixed under Clause 4 shall be 
paid by the owner of the mare to the owner of the 
stallion at the time of first service, or at such other fee Setvioe 
time as may be agreed upon between them. 

13. Not earlier than the 1st August, 1906, and not 
later than 1st September, 1906, the owner of the Payment 
stallion shall forward to the Department a form con- of sub %, 
taining a return of the names, addresses, and valua- 
tions of the persons whose mares have been served by 

the stallion at the prescribed fee oi £1, as well as the 
vouchers referred to in Clause 10 (3), accompanied by 
a statutory declaration, signed on the prescribed form 
before a magistrate other than the owner of the 
stallion, certifying that the said mares have been duly 
served, and that all the regulations of this scheme 
have been strictly complied with. As soon thereafter 
as the Department are satisfied as to the fulfilment of 
the conditions of this scheme, payment of the bonus 
will be made to the stallion owner by the Department. 

Forms for the declarations required by this clause 
may be had on application to the Department. 

14. The stallion owner has the right to refuse the seriSiS' 

service of his stallion under this scheme in the follow- certain 
ing circumstances, viz. : — ca3CS - 

(1.) Where the valuation of the owner of the mare 
exceeds £30 or £50 as may be fixed by the Department. 

(2.) Where the owner of the mare refuses to pay Clause 12 , 
the fee at time of first service, and 

(3.) Where the mare is believed to be suffering from 
a contagious disease. 

15. In all cases of dispute in matters connected with Depart- 
this scheme, the decision of the Department shall be 


APPENDIX No. X. (Q. 1685). 
Bull Premiums. 


Table showing the extent to which the Cattle Scheme has been utilized since its inception. 



Appendix 

XL APPENDIX No. XI. (Q. 1761). 


No. of Premiums to Boars, 

Money allocated for Premiums to I 
Boars. 

Money expended in Premiums ti 


2,395 0 

752 6 


Boar Premiums. 


1905. I 1906. 

205 I 273 

d. £ <t. d. £ s. d. 

0 1,710 0 0 1,586 0 0 

0 840 3 8 1,171 0 0 

10 23. 


Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 



5 


APPENDIX No. XII. (Q. 1814). 
Shows. 


Number of Shows subsidised, 
Expenditure from Joint Fund, . 


£ s. d. 1 £, t. d. 

6,239 11 1 : 0,384 14 0 


A ph^d ix APPENDIX No. XIII. (Q. 1973). 

Samples of Seeds Tested. 

Table showing the extent to which the Seed-Testing 
Station has been used since its establishment. 

Tear. 

1901, 

1902, 

1903, 

1904, 

1905, 

1906, 


Number of 
samples tested. 

387 

488 

712 

1041 

1536 

1478 


APPENDIX No. XIV. (Q. 1819). 


Number of Premium Bulls under the County Cattle 
Scheme which stood for service of farmers’ cows 
in the Western Counties during each year from 
1901 to 1906 (inclusive). 

— 

1901. 

1 1902. 

j 1903. 

| 1904. 

| 1905. 

| 1906. 

Galway, 

3 

7 

- 

15 

18 

26 

Mayo, 

- 

5 

10 

13 

21 

22 

Leitrim. ... 

- 

10 

16 

17 

18 

1G 

Roscommon, 

7 

4 

15 

21 

15 

20 

Clare, 

5 

9 

8 

13 

15 

22 

Totals, . ... 

15 

35 

56 

79 

87 

106 


i PPBNDEC 

XIV. 


In 1905 no samples were received for testing from 
Counties Fermanagh, Galway, Leitrim, or Longford. 
Of the samples received — 


APPENDIX No. XV. (Q. 2008). Appbhdix 

XV. 


sent in from County Antrim. 

„ „ „ Armagh. 

» }} »> Carlow. 

„ „ „ Cork. 

„ „ „ Cavan. 

„ „ „ Clare. 

„ „ „ Donegal. 

„ „ „ Down. 

„ „ „ Dublin. 

„ » », Kerry. 

„ „ „ Kildare. 

„ „ „ King’s County. 

„ „ „ Kilkenny. 

„ „ „ Londonderry. 

„ „ „ Limerick. 

,, ,, ,, Louth. 

„ „ „ Meath. 

„ „ „ Mayo. 

„ „ „ Monaghan. 

,, „ ,, Queen’s County. 

„ „ „ Roscommon. 

„ „ „ Sligo. 

„ „ „ Tyrone. 

„ „ „ Tipperary. 

„ „ „ Wexford. 

,, „ „ Waterford. 

„ „ „ Westmeath. 

,, ,, „ Wicklow. 


Dkaft Advertisement. 

County Committee of Agriculture and 

County Joint Committee for Technical Instruc. 

tion. ' 

Secretary Wanted. 

The posts of Secretary to the above Committees are 
at present vacant, and it has been decided to select a 
competent person to occupy both positions. 

Candidate, who must be not less than twenty-one 
nor more than forty years of age, will be required to 
submit to an examination by the Department of Agri- 
culture and Technical Instruction for Ireland for the 
purpose of testing their fitness for the appointments. 

The person selected for these appointments must 
also act as Accountant to each Committee and must 
undertake to give his whole time to the work of these 
bodies. He will also • be required to give solvent 
security in the sum of £ to each Committee for 
the proper discharge of his duties. 

The total remuneration in respect of the two ap- 
pointments will be £ per annum, viz., £ as 
Secretary to the Joint Committee for Technical In- 
struction and £ as Secretary to the Committee of 
Agriculture, together with expenses of locomotion when 
required to travel in the county on the business of 
either Committee. 

Forms of application and particulars as to duties 
and subjects of examination may be had from the 
undersigned. 

Applications, with, copies of not more than three 
recent testimonials, must be lodged not later than 
190 , with 

Courthouse, 
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APPENDIX No. XYI. 


DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE AND TECHNICAL INSTRUCTION FOR IRELAND. 


THE MUNSTER INSTITUTE, CORK. 


Memorandum furnished by Mr. J. S. Gordon, Chief Agricultural Inspector, respecting the Working 
Arrangements, Subjects taught, and Duties of Students. 


The classes at the Institute are open to female 
students only. 

The course of training includes: — 

I. The practice of dairy-work. The treatment of 
milk and the making of butter on a large 
and on a small scale with the most modern 
machinery and implements, as well as with 
the appliances generally used in farm dairies. 

II. Instruction in the feeding and management of 
cows, calves, and pigs ; in the keeping of 
small gardens, and in the manipulation and 
caring of bees. 

III. Instruction in poultry-keeping. Breeds ; their 

suitability for different purposes and different 
localities ; housing, feeding and manage- 
ment ; hatching and rearing of chickens ; 
fattening, killing, plucking, trussing and 
preparation for market. 

IV. Instruction in domestic work, embracing plain 

cookery, plain needlework and laundry work. 

The fee for tuition, board and lodging during one 
session is £3 3s., and is payable to the Superintendent 
of the Institute on entrance. 

Four sessions, each of about eleven weeks duration, 
and commencing respectively, in January, March, 
July, and October, are held in each year. 

Intending students must be at least seventeen years 
of age on the date of their admission to the Institute. 
They are required to produce certificates of good 
■health and character and to pass an examination in 
the elements of English and Arithmetic. This ex- 
amination is held at the Institute at the opening of 
each session. 

Students are eligible for admission to a second 
consecutive session, provided they attain the required 
standard at the examination at the conclusion of their 
first session. 

Students who have attended during two sessions, 
and who are desirous of qualifying for the position 
of Itinerant Instructor in butter-making or poultry- 
keeping under a County Committee of Agriculture and 
Technical Instruction or of Teacher in a School of 
Rural Domestic Economy for girls are admitted to a 
third session on attaining the required standard at 
the seoond terminal examination and satisfying the 
Department’s examiner as to their ability to impart 
instruction. If their progress during the third ses- 
sion is satisfactory they are admitted to a fourth 
session to enable them to complete their training. 

Attendance during at least four sessions at the In- 
stitute is necessary to qualify students for admission 
to the examinations for Instructorships and Teacher- 
ships. 

The Department do not undertake to employ or to 
find employment for students on conpletion of their 
training at the Institute. 

A limited number of free places and half-free places 
are awarded to the students who display special merit 
at the terminal examination of the first session to 
enable them to avail of a seoond session entirely or 
partially free of expense. A few similar places are 
also offered to students who have attended two sessions 
at the Institute. 

The students are at all times under the supervision 
of an experienced matron. 

Applications for admission must be made on the 
prescribed form which can ‘be obtained from— 

The Secretary, 

Department of Agriculture and 

Technical Instruction for Ireland, 
Upper Merrion Street, Dublin. 


The fifty pupils are arranged in four divisions of 
twelve or thirteen. A division contains junior and 
senior students, and takes the four subjects in the 
same order, through the session, spending two days 
at each, reckoning Sundays, and so avoids having a 
subject, such as cookery, on the same day every week. 
Pupils attending a fourth or fifth session may devote 
their time to special subjects. 

Dairy Division. — The pupils (1) skim cream off milk 
set in pans ; (2) work a hand separator ; and (3) 
attend to a power separator. Test milk ; ripen and 
chum cream ; make 'butter and also cheese in summeT ; 
milk cows in the evening, and clean all utensils. 
Modern appliances are used as well as those ordinarily 
used in the majority of Irish homes. The course 
aims at teaching the girls that with perfect cleanli- 
ness, good butter can be made with the most ordinary 
appliances. 

Farm Division. — Milk cows in the morning, feed 
poultry and calves ; see how pigs and cows are fed 
and bacon cured ; bake bread and cook for the house- 
hold in old kitchen. Work in garden plots. 

Poultry Division. — The poultry work consists of the 
ordinary routine of farm poultry-keeping, viz. : — breed- 
ing, feeding, housing stock birds, hatching, natural 
ana artificial ; rearing, killing, plucking, trussing. 
The management of ducks and turkeys ; treatment of 
diseases, and all branches likely to be of use to the 
pupils in after life. Magic lantern demonstrations 
are given at intervals. 

Cookery Division. — For first-term pupils the course 
is plain cottage or f aim-house cookery, making the 
most of materials within reach ; and for senior pupils 
cookery suitable for a middle-class household. A 
range and an open heai-th are used, and the utensils 
are as few and inexpensive as possible. Two pupils 
take duty in turn as housemaid and parlourmaid to 
the staff. The pupils of the division are at needle- 
work from four p.m. — cutting out and making plain 
garments by hand or machine. . 

House Division. — The pupils clean and put in order 
the various rooms, corridors, etc., of the Institute — 
each pupil having a separate part, varying from day 
to day, as shown on accompanying table of house 
duties. They wash and iron their own clothing, and 
make up and iron furnishing articles used in the In- 
stitute, and specimen articles of clothing kept for the 
purpose. 

Pupils are taught to turn out good laundry work, 
while avoiding injurious methods and chemicals, and 
using only appliances to be had in most homes. 

The pupils spend one hour attending lectures or 
demonstrations ; and an average time of eight hours 
daily is allowed for work which is generally got 
through in less time. 

Fifty pupils attended the last term. 


J. S. Gordon. 


1th August, 1906. 
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First tei 
Seooid 

Fourth 

Fifth 


Munster Institute. 


Session 27th March to 8th June, 1906. 

n pupils . . 35 Free places 

» • 5 Half-free places, 

" - . 5 Paying places 


First te 
Second 
Third 
Fourth 
Fifth 


Session 3rd July to 21st September, 1906. 


Free places 
Half-free plaeeB 
Paying places 


Number remaining at Institute during interval, 


erved for students from Irish Training 


B *™“ hr number of Students who entered the Institute from April, 1800, to January 

1906, inclusive, the number of Sessions attended and the employment obtained on leaving. ’ 


Year. 


Number of Students who attended— 

Employment. 

of 

Students 

entered. 

One 

Session. 

Two 

Sessions. 

Three 

Sessions. 

Sessions. 

' 

Five 

Sessions. 

Six 

Sessions. 

Teachers 

Dairy- 

Work. 

Farming 

Other 

Occupa- 

tions. 

Occupa- 
tion not 

tained. 

Still In 
Training. 

1900-1 . 

107 

34 






1 

53 

27 

15 



1901-2 . 

61" 

18 

43 





x 


21 




1902-3 . 

112f 

53 

« 

17 

1 



6 

41 

44 

14 



1903-4 . 

80 

13 

34 

20 

6 

6 

1 

10 

26 

28 




1904-5 . 

90 

23 

52 

. 6 

5 

4 


7 

24 

40 

12 



1905-6 . 

731 

18 

41 

6 

8 



1 

8 

51 

3 


10 




284 

49 

20 

10 

1 

26 

180 

211 

63 

32 

11 

•Three Sessions. + jp ivA ( -„uoim r , 0 



— 


Time Table. 


Time. 

H. M. 

Kitchen. 

Time. 

DAIRY. 

Time. 

Farm yard. 

Time. 

House and Laundry. 

6 Oto 
8 0 

Preparing Breakfast 1 
and arranging Dining | 
Booms. 

6 30 to 

7 30 

7 30 to 

8 0 

Separating and Wash- 
ing Vessels. 

Making up Bedrooms, 

a.m. 

6 30 to 
8 0 

Milking. Feeding 

Poultry and Calves. 

6 30 to 
8 0 

Laundry Work. 

8 Oto 
8 30 

BREAKFAST. 

8 30 to 

9 0 

9 Oto 
9 30 

9 30 to 
$30 

Washing Breakfast 
Ware. 

Doing up Bedrooms. 
Practice in Cookery. 

8 30 to 
12™0 

Practice in Dairy. 

8 30 to 

9 0 

9 Oto 
12'30 

Doing up Bedrooms. 

Half division in No. 1 
Kitchen ; half in 
Garden and Poultry 
Yard. 

8 30 to 

9 0 

9 Oto 
p.m. 

12 30 

Doing up Bedrooms. 

House and Laundry 
Work. 

1 ^Oto 

Dinner. 

1 45 to 

2 15 

Washing Ware, Settl- 
ing Diningrooms and 
Kitchens. 

1 45 to 

2 15 

Free Time. 

1 45 to 

2 15 

Half division helping , 
In No. 1 Kitchen ; 
half feeding Poultry. 

1 45 to 

2 16 

| Free Time. 

2 15 to 

3 15 

LECTURE OR DEMONSTRATION. 

4 Oto 
6 0 

Sewing. 

3 30 to 

4 30 

5 Oto 

6 0 

Milk Testing or Study. 

Milking and Separat- 
ing. 

4 Oto 
6 0 

Half in No. 1 Kitchen ; 
half in Poultry Yard. 

3 30 to 
6 0 

Practice in Laundry. 

6 Oto 

7 0 

TEA. 

7 Oto 
80 

Sewing and Cutting- 

7 Oto 

Study and Free Time. 


Ditto. 

1 

Ditto, 

30 to 
30 

Free Time. 

9 30 j 

Bread and 

Milk are s 

wrved at 8.30. 
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APPENDIX No. XVII. 


DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE AND TECHNICAL INSTRUCTION FOR IRELAND. 


APPENDIX 


xvn. 


AGRICULTURAL STATION, CLONAKILTY, COUNTY CORK. 

Memorandum lumiehed bp Mr. J. S. Oordon, Ohitf Aptiadtml Imp.rfor, respecting tie WerUnp 
Arrangements, etc. 


The Department of Agriculture and Technical In- 
struction have acquired the farm of Darrara, situated 
about three miles from Clonakilty, consisting of about 
340 acres of land, as a Station in connection with 
their Agricultural Schemes, at which experiments in 
the breeding and feeding of live stock, poultry, etc., 
in tillage and dairying, as well as tests of inventions 
in all branches of Agriculture, will be conducted. It 
is intended to admit to the Station a number of young 
men as apprentices, who will 'be required to take part, 
under the supervision of an experienced Agriculturist, 
in all the work of the farm, whether in connection 
with seasonable operations or permanent improve- 
ments. In addition to the work in the fields, pro- 
vision will ‘be made for practical instruction in the 
farmyard, dairy, workshop and garden. In the class- 
room attention will be given, in the evenings and at 
other times when outdoor work is not pressing, to 
English, Arithmetic (including Surveying), Book- 
keeping and Technical Agriculture. This instruction 
will not have reference to any examinations, and will 
be of such a character as will continue the general 
education of the pupils and be useful to young men 
who intend to become farmers. Applicants must 'be 
not less than seventeen years of age on the date on 
which the session opens, and each must give an under- 
taking that it is his intention to become a farmer in 
Ireland. He must also provide, in his application 
form, evidence of a sure prospect of obtaining a farm 
of his own or bond fide occupation on a farm. Pre- 
ference will be given to applicants from the province 
of Munster. It will be an additional recommendation 
if the applicant produces a certificate from the 
Itinerant Instructor in Agriculture for the County in 
which he resides that he has taken advantage of the 
Instructor’s lectures and demonstrations, and has 
shown a desire to improve his knowledge of tillage 
farming. 

The apprentices must reside in the buildings at- 
tached to the Station, where they will be in the charge 
of a house master and matron. 

The session will commence on the 17th October, 
1905, and will terminate on 7th September, 1906. 

Fees. 

The scale of fees for apprentices whose parents or 
guardians derive their means of living mainly from 
farming will be proportional to the aggregate tene- 
ment valuation of their holdings, as under : — 

Per Session. 

Where the aggregate valuation does not 
exceed £20, . . . . ’ . £3 

Exceeds £20 but does not exceed £30, . £5 

Exceeds £30 but does not exceed £75, . £10 

Exceeds £75, £15 

For all other apprentices, . . . £20 

Apprentices will be notified of the fees payable by 
them. Fees must be paid to the Superintendent on 
entrance, and in addition a sum of £1 must be de- 
posited at the same time to cover the cost of repairs 
to clothes, etc. The unexpended balance, if any, of 
this deposit, will be refunded at the close of the 
session. 

Apprentices will be required to provide themselves 
with a proper outfit, particulars of which may be 
obtained by selected applicants from the Superinten- 
dent. 

Entrance Examination. 

An entrance examination will be held, particulars 
of which will be intimated at a later date. The sub- 
jects included in the examination are as follows: — 
English — including Dictation, Grammar, and 
Composition. 

Arithmetic — including simple calculations show- 
ing a knowledge of weights and measures. 


No person will be admitted as an apprentice whose 
general education is, in the opinion of the Depart- 
ment, too backward to enable him to profit by the 
class-room instruction. 

Application for admission must 'be made on the 
prescribed form, to be obtained from 

The Department of Agriculture and 

Technical Instruction for Ireland, 

Upper Memos Street, 
Dublin. 


Report on the Working oe the Agricultural 
Station at Clonakilty, Co. Cork. 

The Agricultural Station at Darrara, Clonakilty, 
opened for its first session on the 5th of December, 
1905, with eighteen apprentices. Of these, ten were 
natives of the County Cork, three of Tipperary, two 
of Limerick, while Kildare, Kerry, and Dublin were 
each represented by one man. 

The fees paid ranged from £3 to £20. Of the 
eighteen apprentices, three pay a fee of £3, five pay 
£5, six pay £10, three pay £15 each, and one pays 
£20. On coming to the Station many of these boys 
were very backward, particularly in mathematics and 
composition. Many of them had been away from 
school for years, while most of them, being the sons 
of small farmers, had never 'been able to attend school 
with any regularity. They were, notwithstanding, an 
■intelligent class of boys, and before Christmas they 
had mastered sufficient mensuration and arithmetic 
to do ordinary calculations. For the winter portion 
of the session the students’ time-table was as follows— 

6.30 a.m., . . Rising. 

7-8 a.m., . . Mathematics or book-keep- 

ing. 

8 a.m., . . • Breakfast. 

9 a.m. — 1 ip.m. , . Practical work on the land, 

surveying, or wood-work. 

1 p.m., . . . Dinner. 

2— 3.30 p.m., . Lectures on agricultural 

subjects. 

4 — 6 p.m., . . Lectures on literary sub- 

jects. 

6 p.m., . . Tea. 

7 — 8.30 p.m., . . Study and writing notes. 

8.30 p.m., . . Recreation. 

9 p.m., . . . Supper. 

9.30 p.m., . . Retire to dormitory. 

10 p.m., . . . Lights out. 

The literary work for the session comprised arith- 
metic, mensuration, book-keeping, and English com- 
position, including business correspondence. In teach- 
ing these subjects special attention was paid to the 
requirements of farmers, and the practical bearing of 
the subject on farming always clearly shown. The 
practical work included, besides ordinary farm work, 
drawing, surveying, and wood-work. Only one or two 
of the students had ever received any instruction in 
drawing, but they are now able to plot their own 
surveys correctly and neatly, prepare plans, and work 
from scale-drawings without any assistance whatever. 

Under the direction of the Superintendent, the 
boys were, as soon as possible, taught to handle the 
chill and swing ploughs, and to sow seed broadcast, 
using 'both hands. A few of them were fair plough- 
men, but most of them had never sown seed at alb 
and those who had done so had been accustomed to 
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aow -with one hand only. The speed, ease, and even- 
ness with which the ground could be covered under the 
new method came as a surprise for them, and they 
practised constantly, using sand for seed, until they 
became very proficient. When the ground was being 
broken for lea oats each boy was allotted a part of 
the field, which he had to plough and sow himself. 
At the same time rapid progress was being made with 
surveying ; all who were not engaged in ploughing 
or garden work being occupied every day with the 
chain, until the greater part of the farm had been 
surveyed. 

About February one of the barn lofts was fitted up 
as" a workshop, and the boys were shown, first of all, 
how to make all the principal joints used in car- 
pentry. They first made a scale drawing of each joint, 
afterwards working from this drawing. In this part 
of their work the boys took the greatest interest, and, 
as a consequence, were soon able to show very solid 
and substantial work. Besides the joints, brackets, 

? lot -markers, seed-boxes, chicken-coops, and cucumber 
rames were constructed, also a hand-barrow, a meat 
safe, and a portable poultry house, and they are now 
engaged on some field gates. In fact, the boys did 
practically all the rough carpenter work required on 
the farm and in the garden. 

Under the direction of a Horticultural Instructor, 
a large garden was laid out at the xere of the build- 
ing. Each student was put in charge of a small plot 
of vegetables, and great rivalry is displayed in the 
management of these. A number of fruit trees was 
planted, so as to give the boys some knowledge of 
fruit culture. The spot now occupied by the garden 
was exceedingly rough and stony, and it is difficult 
to realise now what an amount of work it took to put 
the place in order. About Easter a further improve- 
ment was effected, when a piece of ground to the east 
of the building was laid off into demonstration plots, 
where a number of very interesting experiments are 
now being conducted. These plots are beginning to 
attract a good deal of attention from farmers in the 
district. Manurial experiments with sand culture 
are also being conducted with great success, and a 
number of different varieties of oats, barley, turnips, 
and mangels are being tried in order to test their 
suitability to the soil and climate. 

During the spring the students got their full share 
of the work of preparing for the different crops, but 
most interest was taken in the early potato planting. 
After Easter a different time-table was arranged, in 
order to give the boys more practical work ; lectures 
were given in the forenoon from eleven till one, except 
when work was pressing on the farm, when all the 
forenoon was given to practical work. The boys rose 


at six, and some of them went to the yard to separate 
milk, feed calves, etc., while the others were engaged 
in the study. The evening wae also given to practical 
work up to six p.m., after which the students were 
free. 

Perhaps the most important work done during the 
session was the training which the boys received in 
artificial manures and seeds. In the case of manures, 
they were taught to estimate their values by the unit 
method, how to buy and mix them, the properties of 
each manure, how to apply them, and the soils and 
crops to which each was suited. These lectures were 
practically illustrated by the manurial experiments 
before mentioned. The boys were shown how to mix 
manures for early potatoes and other crops, and, in 
a word, to make their own “specials” at prices under 
those of widely- advertised brands. They were taught 
to distinguish the seeds of the different grasses, to 
know good seed from old or perished seed, and to 
test for purity and germination. As an illustration 
of the progress made, it may be mentioned that at 
the first lecture only one out of eighteen was able to 
recognise the seed of red clover, while after a few 
weeks all were able to pick out and identify any given 
seed from a mixture of twenty or thirty different 
kinds. 

In addition, lectures were delivered on the feeding 
of live stock, on fungoid diseases, and on insect pests. 
The cattle were weighed from time to time to test the 
progress made, and the boys were asked beforehand 
to estimate the_ weights of the animals. The boys 
were also trained to make estimates of the return per 
acre of various crops, which they now do with great 
accuracy. 

Some training was also afforded in the way of milk 
testing and recording returns of milk from a herd, 
but owing to the new dairy not having been erected, 
systematic teaching could not be carried out. 

When preparing the ground for turnip sowing all 
the boys got plenty of practice at drilling. Some 
were already fairly proficient, but were in the habit 
of making their drills too wide. The younger boys 
got several days’ practice, the drills being harrowed 
down and set up again until all could do the work 
pretty well. 

At present the students have every morning to ar- 
range the day’s work for the men on the farm. At a 
time of the year when there are so many different 
things to be done, this calls for the exercise of a good 
deal of individual judgment, and makes the boys 
think for themselves. 

J. S. Gordon. 

7th August, 1906. 


APPENDIX No. XVIII. 


AGRICULTURAL STATION, BALLYHAISE, COUNTY CAYAN. 


Memorandum furnished by the Superintendent on the subject of the Instruction of Farm Apprentices 
at the Station. 

The working time-table which we Pave followed since the apprentices came here in February and March 
has been — 
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APPENDIX 


xvni. 


Appendix 

XIX. 


Twenty-two apprentices entered at the beginning of 
the session, one of whom was obliged to return home 
shortly afterwards owing to ill-health. Of the re- 
mainder, three are natives of the County Monaghan, 
six of Cavan, two of Fermanagh, two of Tyrone, two 
of Galway, and one each of the counties Donegal, 
Westmeath, Dublin, Down, Antrim, and Meath. 

The fees paid vary from £2 to £10. Four paid a 
fee of £2 ; four a fee of £3 10s. ; eight a fee of £7 ; 
and five a fee of £10. 

One and a half hour’s class work is given each even- 
ing after tea. During spring this class was given 
from 7 to 8.30. In summer the class work is given 
from 6 to 7.30, so that the apprentices have some free 
time for games. 

Supper is now at 9 o’clock, and lights out at 10 p.m. 
On Sundays the apprentices do the usual yard work 
of milking, feeding bullocks, sheep, and pigs. Half 
of the apprentices have every other Sunday off duty. 

The programme for the yard work is arranged so 
that each apprentice gets his turn at the different 
classes of work — milking, working separator, and at- 
tending the different classes or stock. 

All the apprentices are at outside work during the 
afternoons, and they take part in whatever work is 
going on from time to time on the farm. As far as 
possible, the apprentices get their turn at working 
horses and the different implements. 

The apprentices sowed nearly all the 'artificial 
manures on the different crops ; they cut and planted 
potatoes until all were finished ; and were occupied 
each day carting out manure and spreading manure, 
while the potatoes, turnips, mangels, etc., were being 
planted and sown. 

During February and March the apprentices were 
working in batches each day with the Hedging In- 
structor, who was brought here from England to show 
how to make and care hedges. Most of the young men 
seemed much interested in this work. 

During the past few weeks and at present the ap- 
prentices have 'been and are thinning mangels and 
turnips and weeding potatoes. At the hay harvest 
each apprentice gets his turn as often as possible at 
working the mowing machines, hay tedders, etc. ; they 
also take part in handling the hay. 

Each evening a sufficient number of the apprentices 
leave the field work in time to milk, work the separa- 
tor, feed bullocks and pigs. 

The apprentices receive instruction in joinery work. 

• A course of twenty veterinary lecture's and demon- 
strations is now being given to the apprentices — two 
lectures each week. 

This year we have (approximately) the following 
acreage under crops: — 

Hay, .... 120 acres statute 
Grazing, .... 350 ,, „ 

Oats, .... 60 „ „ 

Potatoes, .... 10 „ „ 

Turnips, mangels, and 

cabbage, . . . 30 ,, „ 


The following is a syllabus of the class-room 
instruction : — 


Soils. — Origin and formation ; improvement by til 
lage, draining and liming. J tu ' 

M anures. — Storage and application of farmyard 
manure ; identification of artificial manures ; Dut . 
chase of artificial manures ; unit values ; valuation of 
compound manures; mixing of artificials; form of 
application ; suitability of various manures for 
various crops. 

Crops.— Cultivation and manuring of the common 
farm crops. Varieties of different crops suited to 
different conditions of soil and climate. 

Grasses and Glovers. — Identification of grasses 
clovers, and their seeds. Duration, habit of- growth’ 
and suitability for different purposes. Mixtures for 
permanent and temporary pasture, etc. Purchase of 
seeds. Germination and purity tests. True value. 

Weeds and Weed Seeds. — Identification of common 
weeds and weed seeds, and seed in which they usually 
occur. Eradication of weeds. 

Feeding Stuffs. — The constituents of food, and the 
use of each to the animal. Purchase of foods. Unit 
values. Feeding value. Rations for different classes 
of stock. Albuminoid ratio. 

Live Stock. — Principles of breeding. Points of beef 
and dairy cattle. Various breeds of cattle, and their 
suitability for various purposes. Breeding and man- 
agement of horses. Breeding and management of 
sheep and pigs. 

Dairying. — Secretion and composition of milk. 
Conditions influencing same. Pasteurisation of milk. 
Return per cow under various systems. 

b. — Elementary Science. 

Chemistry. — Elements and compounds. Organic 
and inorganic matter. Oxides, acids, bases, salts, 
carbohydrates, fats, albuminoids. 

Physics. — Explanation of natural phenomena, such 
as rain, dew, frost, etc. Evaporation. Boiling point 
and freezing point. Thermometers. Barometric 
pressure. 

Botany. — Different parts of the plant and their 
functions. Structure of root, stem, and leaf. Phy- 
siology. Root pressure. Transpiration. Respira- 
tion. Storage of food materials. Plant diseases, and 
means of checking them. Injurious" insects, and 
means of combating them. 

c. — Literary Subjects. 

Mensuration and Surveying. — How to find area of 
triangles, etc. Measurement of fields with chain. 
Mapping and calculation of area of same. Levelling. 
To find fall for drains, etc. 

Book-keeping. — The principles of double entry book- 
keeping. Simple farm accounts. 

Arithmetic. — Fractions, decimals, etc. Calculations 
of values of manures, seeds, and feeding stuffs. 
Simple and compound interest, etc. 


14 th July, 1906. 


J. W. Steen. 


APPENDIX No. XIX. (Qs. 15392 and 16411). 

DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE AND TECH- 
NICAL INSTRUCTION FOR IRELAND. 


Amount allocated and expended in Seven Conges- 
ted Counties during 1904-5 and 1905-6, and the 
Sum allocated for 1906-7. 



Note. — The expenditure in 1906-7 will include in 
addition to other expenditure, the cost, estimated at 
£1,400, of four Agricultural Instructors appointed 
last 'September. 


Expenditure on Supplemental Schemes in the Con- 
gested Areas op Seven Congested Counties. 



| 1901-5.* 

1905-6.* 

1906-7.t 

1. On Count'/ Schemes— 


1 £ 

£ 

Department ana Congested 
Districts Board's share of i 
Joint Fund, 

1,969 | 

2,180 

3,102 

2. On Supplemental Schemes— 




All from Department, 

3,218 | 

4.514 

5,700t 


5,217 ' j 

6,691 

8,802 

3. Kate applied to Congested 
Areas 

1.312 1 

1,153 

1,900 

Total from Department, Con- 
gested Districts Board, and 

£6,529 j 

£8,147 

£10,7024 


* Actual amount spent. 

+ Estimated for present agricultural year. 

+ These two amounts were increased by the sum of 
£4,000 in January, 1907. 

J. R. CAMPBELL. 

November, 1906. 
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APPENDIX NO. XX. (Q. 16822). 

DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE AND TECHNICAL INSTRUCTION 
FOR IRELAND. 


MEMORANDUM SHOWING THE POSITION OF THE ENDOWMENT FUND, 
ON 1st JULY, 1906. 


INCOME AND EXPENDITURE FROM 1st APRIL, 1900, TO 31st MARCH, 1906. 
1900-1. 


Receipts. 

a. — Annual Income 

b. — Capital sums — 

1. Advance from “moneys not 

required lor the purposes of 
the Local Govern ment (Ire- 
land) Act of 1898” 

2. Savings in respect of Irish 

Judgeships abolished 

c. — Interest on Securities purchased 


£ 

166,000 


166,886 

19,890 

3,016 


£355,792 


Expenditure. 

Invested in the purchase of £200,000 
Local Loan Stock 
Net Expenditure for the year* 


Balance forward 


199,724 

26,776 


Receipts. 

Balance from 1900-1 
Annual. Income . 

Capital sums — 

1. Further advance from moneys 
notrequiredfor Local Govern- 
ment Act of 1898 . 

Interest on Securities 


129,292 

166.000 


Expenditure. 

Invested in the purchase of £50,000 
Local Loans Stock and £100,000 
Exchequer Bonds 
Net Expenditure for the year* . 


Balance forward 


148,116 

87,998 


1902-3. 


Receipts. £ 


Expenditure. 


Balance from 1901-2 


Annual Income — 

(1) as above . . £166,000 

(2) Amount formerly 

payable to Royal 
Dublin Society 5,000 


Capital Sums — 

Balance from moneys 
not required for 
Local Govern- 
ment Act of 1898 . 
Interest on Securities 



* This sum includes all expenditure from Endowment whether for Agricultural work, the work 
of Technical Instruction, or for purposes specified under the Act for which the concurrence of the 
Boards is not required. The details are published in the Annual Reports of the Department. 

B 2 
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XX. 


lieceipts. 

Balance from 1902-3 
Annual Income 
Interest on Securities 


12 


1903-4. 

£ Expenditure. £ 

108,784 Invested in the purchase of £37, 7 68 
171,000 Guaranteed Land Stock . . 35 qoo 

12,006 Net Expenditure for the year* . 163 249 

Balance forward . . , 93 

£291,790 £291,790 


Receipts. 

Balance from 1903-4 

Annual Income — 

71) As above . . £171,000 

(2) Contribution from 

Ireland Develop- 
ment Grant for 
“ Technical In- 
struction” . 3,600 

(3) Contribution from 

Congested Dis- 
tricts Board in 
respect of Agri- 
cultural Schemes 2,000 

Capital Sums — 

Sea and Coast Fish- 
eries Fund, cash (in 
addition to £20,000 
Consols transferred 
from Board of 

. Works) 

Proceeds of Sale of 
£30,000Exchequer 
Bonds . . . 

Interest on Securities 
and moneys on 
deposit 


1904-5. 

£ j Expenditure. 

93,541 j Invested in the Purchase of £33,069 
Guaranteed Land Stock 
Net Expenditure for the year* 
Balance forward 


176,500 

4,602 

29,985 j 

13,929 | 
£318,557 | 



£ 


30,000 

251,480 

37,077 

/ 


£318,557 


Receipts. 

Balance from 1904-5 
Annual Income — 

71) As above . . £11 

(2) Contribution from 

Ireland Develop- 
ment Grant for 
“Technical In- 
struction ” 

(3) Contribution from 

Congested Dis- 
tricts Board in 
respect of Agri- 
cultural Schemes 

Sea and Coast Fish- 
eries’ Fund, net 
Proceeds of Securities 
realised, Exche- 
quer Bonds ma- 
tured on 7th 
December, 1905 
Interest on Securities 
and moneys on 
deposit 


* Expenditure. £ 

37,077 Invested in the purchase of £38,593 

Guaranteed Stock . . 35,000 

Net expenditure for the year* . 211,977 

Balance forward .... 51,856 


2,000 

180,000 


» ry. , 1S _ su ’ 11 _ in cludes all expenditure from Endowment, whether for Agricultural work, the work 
u o e , c . ca *- nst;r uction, or for purposes specified under the Act, for which the concurrence of the 
r s is not lequired. The details are published in the Annual Reports of the Department. 
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In February, 1905, it became necessary to realise some of the securities in order to meet the Appendix 

cost of purchasing the Athenry Estate, and accordingly £30,000 Exchequer Bonds were sold, ' 

producing £29,985 in cash. The remaining £70,000 Exchequer Bonds (1905) held by the 
Department matured on 7th December, 1905, and were paid off at par. £35,000 was reinvested 
in Guaranteed Land 2$ % Stock, and £35,000 is at present (10th July, 1906) on deposit in the 
Bank of Ireland. 

The Securities at present held are : — 

Face Value. Cash Value on 10th July. 1906. 

£ £ 


Local Loan Stock, ... 

... ... 250,000 at 

98* 

= 245,312 

Guaranteed Land Stock, 

109,431 „ 

89 

= 97,393 

Consols, 

20,000 „ 

87§ 

= 17,525 


£379,431 


£360,230 


On Deposit in Bank of Ireland, 

35,000 




395,230 


There is also a sum of £21,390 out on loan for the purchase of bulls and stallions, erection of 
Pasteurising Plant in Creameries, building Village Halls, and to Agricultural Credit Societies, &c. 


II. 

LIABILITIES IN RESPECT OF FIXED CHARGES UNDER THE AGRICULTURE 
AND TECHNICAL INSTRUCTION ACT OF 1899, AND OF FUNDS 
ALLOCATED FOR PURPOSES OF TECHNICAL INSTRUCTION. 


The accumulated balances on 1st April, 1906, in respect of the fixed charges under the 
Act of 1899, to be met when required out of the sum of £395,230, were as follows 


Sec 16. (1) a. Buildings and Equipment of Royal Veterinary College (Balance 

of £20,000*), 

b. Buildings and Equipment of Munster Institute (Balance of 

£ 10 , 000 ), ....... 

e. i. Technical Instruction in County Boroughs : — 


Balances to credit ; — £ 

Belfast, ..... 1,061 

Cork, ..... 411 

Dublin (Scheme not yet formulated), . 47,648 

Limerick, . . . • .709 

Londonderry, .... 1,264 

Waterford, . . • .149 


c. ii. Technical Instruction in Urban and Rural Districts (inclusive 
of the grants made by the Agricultural Board for 
Manual Instruction and Domestic Economy in 
Rural Districts), . . . * 

Amounts received from Ireland Development Grant for Technical 
Instruction, 

Sec. 15 c. Sea and Coast Fisheries Fund (transferred from Board of Works) 

Sec. 16 d. Sea Fisheries £10,000 per annum, accumulated balances in 6 years, 
pledged for marine works, dredger, &c., and Steamer Reserve Fund, 


1,077 

4,046 


51,242 

24,335 

10,500 

20,600 

10,740 


£122,540 


Deducting the sum of £122,540 from the total accumulated balances of £395,230 shown 
above, it wiU be seen that the savings available for the purposes of Agriculture and other Rural 
Industries is £272,690. 


III. 


LIABILITIES ON THE BALANCE, £272,690 BEING THE AMOUNT OF THE 
SAVINGS AVAILABLE FOR PURPOSES OF AGRICULTURE AND OTHER 
RURAL INDUSTRIES. 


Sec (16) (1) (q\ The following unexpended balances of Grants made by the 
Agricultural Board will have to be paid out when the works are 
undertaken, and the schemes mature : — 


Albert Agricultural College : 

New buildings, light and water supply, 
Out-offices, • 

Purchase of additional land, . 


£ 

1,500 

3.000 

5.000 


£ 


9,500 


Carried forward, 9,500 

• £15,000 under the Act, and £5,000 voted by the Agricultural Board. 
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Appendix 

XX. 


Agricultural Schools in the country : 
Buildings and Equipment, 

Athenry Agricultural Station : 


Brought forward. 


£ 

9,500 


Building a suitable College, . 

25,000 


Stock and Equipment, 

3,500 


Byres, stables, and water supply, 

1,500 


— 

30,000 

Avondale : 

Planting, ..... 

1,500 


Repairs (provisionally sanctioned), . 

2,000 

3,500 


— 

Ballyhaise : 

Purchase price, .... 

19,000 


Equipment and alteration, 

4,800 


— 

23,800 

Clonakilty : 

Equipment, &c., .... 

1,400 


Altering out-offices, . . . 

2,000 


Residence for master, ... 

600 


Fencing, ..... 

1,000 


— 

5,000 

Cork Fruit Market, .... 


500 

Dublin International Exhibition, . 


2,000 

Fruit Growing : 

Planting of new centres, 


2,000 

Fund for Insurance of Live Stock, if required, 


• 500 

Inland Fisheries : 

Grants to Conservators, 


500 

Kildare Forestry Scheme, .... 


500 

Killeshandra School of Rural Domestic Economy, 


1,000 

Loans for Fencing in County Donegal, 


1,000 

Munster — Connacht Exhibition, . 


1,700 

Marine Works : 

Building of Piers, .... 


6,000 

Musterlaager, . 


500 

Peat Fuel and Litter Making Machinery, 


1,000 

Representative for Irish Agricultural Interests in Great Britain, . 

2,000 

Organisation of Agricultural Societies, Banks, 

&c., to 28th 

February, 1907, , . 


3,700 

Royal College, of Science : 

Chemical Laboratory, 

900 


Temporary Buildings, 

500 



— 

1,400 

Salmon Hatcheries : 

Capital unexpended out of £4,000 voted, 

2.600 


Balance of Subsidy of £1,800 per annum 

for 10 years, .... 

16,700 



— 

19,300 


Stock Animals : 

Purchase of Bulls, Stallions, Donkeys, 

Trout Farm, 

Ulster Dairy School, redemption of Land Commission Annuity, 
Ulster Swine Scheme, .... 

Tillage Halls (Loan Scheme), .... 


Amount of Savings available for purposes of Agri- 
culture and Rural Industries, on 1st July, 1906, 
Charges payable thereout, 


9.000 

2.000 

2,260 

400 

5,800 


139,950 


272,690 

139,960 


Balance of Savings unallocated, 


. £132,730 
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TV Apfandec 

* * • xx, 

ESTIMATED ANNUAL INCOME OF THE ENDOWMENT FUND. — ’ 

Local Taxation (Ireland) Account — Annual sum of £78,000, under Sec. 3 of the £ 

Local Taxation (Customs and Excise) Act, 1890, ..... 78,000 

Irish Church Temporalities Fund — (Annual sum of £70,000), .... 70,000 

Parliamentary Grant of £12,000 — (the equivalent for salaries attached to Judgeships 

abolished, &c.), ......... 12,000 

Parliamentary Grant of £6,000 per annum formerly paid to the National Education 
Board, in connection with the Albert Agricultural College and the Munster 
Institute, &c., ......... 6,000 

Local Taxation (Ireland) Account — under Agriculture and Technical Instruction 

(Ireland) No. 2 Act, 1902, formerly payable to the Royal Dublin Society, 5,000 

Contribution payable by the Congested Districts Board in respect of Schemes trans- 
ferred to Department (£2,000 per annum), ..... 2,000 

Technical Instruction — Contribution from Ireland Development Grant, in lieu of the 
“Equivalent Grant" payable under the Technical Instruction Acts of 1889 
and 1891, ......... 7,000 

Interest on Securities and on moneys deposited, say, . . . 10,000 


Total Annual Receipts, .... £190,000 


ESTIMATED ANNUAL EXPENDITURE OF THE ENDOWMENT FUND, 1906-7. 


(!■) 

Grants sanctioned with the concurrence of the Board of Technical Instruction. 

£ £ 

Technical Instruction Schemes in County Boroughs, Sec. 16 (I), c. L, . 26,000 

Elsewhere than County Boroughs, and Making Inquiries and Collecting 

Information, Sec. 16 (I), c. ii. . 29,000 

Do., Contribution from Ireland Development Grant, 7,000 

62,000 


Grants sanctioned with the concurrence ok the Agricultural Board. 


Agricultural Instruction : 

Albert Agricultural College, Expenses of Maintenance, Staff, <kc., . 
Munster Institute, do. do., 

Athenry Agricultural Station, do. do., 

Ballyliaise do. do. do., 

Clonakilty do. do. do., 

Ulster Dairy School, . do. do., 

Agricultural Schools and Classes, ..... 

Royal College of Science, Scholarships and Supplementary Teachers, 
Itinerant Instruction, . ..... 

Pioneer Lectures, Judging under Scheme for Prizes for Cottages and 
Farms, &c., ....... 

Agricultural Organisation, ...... 

Forestry, including Avondale Forestry Station, . 

Improvement of Live Stock : Expenditure incurred directly by Depart- 
ment for the purchase and carriage of animals, premiums, cost of 
Inspection, maintenance of Stud Farm, &c., .... 

Special Assistance to Agricultural and other Shows, 

Yotes to County Committees : 

Live Stock Schemes, ...... 

Other Agricultural Schemes, . . . 

Shows, . . ...... 

General Administration : Salaries of Secretaries of County 
Committees, and Expenses of administering County Schemes, 
Improvement of Creameries, ...... 

Loans for Bulls, Stallions, Agricultural Credit Societies, &c. (Advances) 
Special Investigations, Flax, Barley, Potato, and Tobacco Growing, Calf 
Feeding, Cheesemaking, Peat, Poultry, Horticulture, <fcc., 

Rural and other Industries, ...... 

Marine Works, ....... 

Inland Fisheries, Hatcheries, Giants to Boards of Conservators, &c., 
Travelling of Members of Special Committees, . . . . 

Miscellaneous Expenses, Food and Drugs Act, Railway Rates Inquiries, 
Transit of Produce, Circulating School Exhibits, Law Charges, Stamps 
on Bonds, Departmental Journal, <fcc., 

Grant to the Board of Technical Instruction for Manual Instruction and 
Domestic Economy in Rural Districts, .... 


£ 

5,300 

3.000 
1,500 

4.000 

2.000 
1,000 

5.000 

1.700 

8.000 

2,000 

3.700 

2,000 


12,000 

200 


15 000 
20,400 

5.000 

5,500 

4.000 


9.000 

4.000 

3.000 
2,500 

200 


7,500 

7,500 


135,000 


Carried forward, £197,000 
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( 3 .) 


Grants for purposes specified under the Act for which the concurrence of the 


Boards is not required. 

Brought forward, 

Sea Fisheries (,£10,000 per annum), . • . • • 

Superannuation of Officers transferred from the National Education Office, 
Travelling and Subsistence of Members of the Council and Boards, 


Total estimated Annual Expenditure, 


£ 

£ 

— 

197,000 

10,000 

500 


500 

11,000 



£208,000 


It will be observed from the above statement of the Estimated Annual Income and the 
Estimated Annual Expenditure, that the estimated Expenditure exceeds the estimated Income by 
£18,000 per annum, so that if this rate of expenditure necessary to carry on the work now under- 
taken were continued, the balance of savings unallocated, vi £132,730, would disappear in about 
seven years, or in fact, sooner, if all the securities had to be realised, for in that case the interest 
derived from them, amounting to upwards of £10,000 a year at present, would obviously cease. 

Ten years hence, 1915-16, the Grant of £70,000 per annum derived from the Church 
Temporalities Fund will have been received for fifteen years, and the Agriculture and Technical 
Instruction Act of 1899 does not guarantee this contribution for any further period. The Church 
Temporalities Fund is being depleted by the compulsory redemption of Tithe Bent Charges on the 
sale of estates under the Land Act of 1903, and further aid from this source cannot be relied upon. 
It will therefore be necessary, before that time arrives, to take steps to have a corresponding 
amount contributed from some other source. 


T. P. GILL. 


Department of Agriculture 

and Technical Instruction. 


July , 1906. 


Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 



17 


APPENDIX No. XXI. 


I. Estimates of the Amounts required in the Seven Years ending 31st March, 1907, to pay the Salaries and 
Expenses of the Department of Agriculture and other Industries and Technical Instruction for 
Ireland, and of the Services administered by that Department, including sundry Grants in Aid 
(62 & 63 Yict. c. 50). 


11. Sub-Heads under which this Vote is accounted for by the Department of Agriculture and Technic.' l 
Instruction for Ireland. 



November, 1906. 
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APPENDIX No. XXV. (Q, 3769.) 


DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE AND TECHNICAL INSTRUCTION FOR IRELAND. 
Summary op Fishery Expenditure. 


Head of Expenditure. 


I. Parliamentary Vote. . 

II. Endowment Fund — I 
£10.000 a year. 

HI. Surplus of Endowment | 

3e i.oan Fund. 


12.597 

2,358 


10,144 


4,483 24,858 

10,588 I 54,698 
1,782 2,783 | 20,474 

2,123 2,641 1 19,181 


I. — Parliamentary Vote. 

(Moneys Voted by Parliament to defray the Administrative Expenses of the Fisheries Branch 
of the Department.) 



II. — Expenditure out of the Ann ual Sum of £10,000 Reserved under Section 16 (1) (d) of the Agriculture 
and Technical Instruction (Ireland) Act, 1899, for the purposes of Sea Fisheries. 
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AwrasMx jij — F ishery Expenditure defrayed from the Surplus remaining out of the Department’s Endowment Fund 
— after certain fixed and other charges have been provided for (62 & 63 Viet., cap. 50, s. 16 (1) (p) f ) 


— 

In Tear ' 
1900-L 

lOOxSb 

In Year 
1902-3. 

In Year 
1903-4. 

In Year 
1904-5. 

In Year 
1 1905-6. 

Total 

Expenditure 
... for 
Six Years. 


£ s. d.\ 

£ s. d. 

£ 6. ft. 

£ s. d. 

£«.<?. 

£ s. d. 


Purchase, Re-construction, 
and Equipment of 8.8. 

11,847 12 8 

28 7 0 

- 




11.875 19 g 

Fishing industries, 

(a) 68 13 6 

(4) 280 9 9 

(e) 87 1 10 


— 

— 

312 1 5 

Sea and Inland Fisheries : — 








Grants to Boards of Con- 

_ 

280 10 2 

90 0 0 

498 6 11 

605 6 11 

1.009 15 0 

2,483 19 6 








Hatcheries, 

74 3 4 

283 3 10 

443 4 9 

1,175 17 4 

462 2 0 

707 18 11 

3,096 10 2 

Engineering Expenses, . . 

— 

10 4 0 

101 11 11 

282 4 11 

212 12 fl 

197 6 6 

753 19 10 

Scientific Investigations, 

59 17 3 

(d) 166 16 8 

237 12 11 

450 19 4 

422 6 6 

417 6 11 

1,421 5 3 



“ 

- 

- 


79 16 2 

41 9 5 

m . , 


134 0 7 

357 1 4 

872 9 7 | 

2,857 8 6 

1,782 4 1 

2,378 16 3 

7,877 0 4 

Marine Works, . . 

. - ■ 

- 

- 

- 

- 

(/■) 408 17 2 

408 17 2 

Total, 

12,050 6 0 

665 18 1 

835 7 9 

2,857 8 0 j 

1,782 4 1 

2,782 13 5 

20,473 18 7 


(») Purchase of boat Josephine” : inauries re Irish Mackerel Market in America, Ac. 

<c) Transactions re redemption of Sea and Coast Fisheries Fund Loan ; Bale of boat “ Josephine.” Net receipts 
£87 Is. 10A in the year. ' ' 

Id) Receipts : contributions in aid of investigation of the Life History of Salmon, . . £401 5 0 

Gross Expenditure, . . . . . . . . 294 8 4 


IV. — Sea and Coast Fisheries Loan Fund. 


A sum of £20,000 reserved, in accordance with the Purchase of Land and Congested Districts (Ireland) 
Act, 1891, from the Sea and Coast Fisheries Fund, and out of which Loans are made for the following 
purposes in Non-congested Districts : — 

1. The Building. Purchase, or Repair of Vessels, Boats, and Gear for Fishery purposes ; 

2. The Purchase, Erection, or Repair of Houses and Sheds for the Curing of Fish ; and, 

3. The Purchase of Materials to be used for the purposes of Oyster Cultivation. 


Other Payments : — 

Invested in purchase of ; 


18,843 

5,338 


Table A.— Details of Net Expenditure in re Maintenance s.s. "Helga” during Six Years, 
1900-1 to 1905-6. 


Sub-head. 

1900-L 

1 

1901-2. 

1902-3. 

1 

| 1908-4. 

j X904-5. 1906-6. 

| 

Total 

for 

Six Years. 

Salaries and Wages, 

Stores, 

Coal, 

Miscellaneous (including Dock 
dues, pilotage, repairs, in- 
surance, incidentals, travel- 
ing, Ac., and hire of 
Granuaile”), lees Fines, 
Forfeitures, Insurance 
Claims, Ac. 

I £ s. d. 

1 628 9 10 

' 113 4 6 

356 6 3 1 
581 4 8 

£ s. d. 
1 1,377 15 9 

490 0 1 
924 2 7 
1,157 8 8 

j £ s. d. 

415 19 4 
930 8 9 
643 4 4 

j 

1,394 9 0 
624 10 6 
1,051 11 11 
1,424 18 7 

£ «. d. 

1,450 17 11 
648 0 0 | 
1,191 3 4 
648 11 5 

£ i. d. 
1,479 8 11 
486 10 3 
1,066 17 3 j 
811 4 0 

£ t. a. 

7,692 5 9 

5,620 10 1 
5,286 « 8 

1,679 G 3 

3,949 2 1 

3,350 16 9 

4,395 10 0 

3,988 12 8 

3,794 0 5 

21,107 7 2 
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Table B. — Details of Total Expenditure 
Arklow Harbour, 

„ Dredger, 

Ardmore, .... 

Bally castle, , . . . 

Ballinagoul, .... 

Groomsport, .... 

Liscannor, .... 

Slade, 

Courtown, .... 

Poulduff, 

Foynes, .... 

Kilmore, .... 

Tramore, .... 

Salterstown, .... 

Minard, .... 

Adrigole, .... 

Baliaghaline, .... 

Loughshinney, 

General Plant Account, . 


Marine Works during Six Years ended 31st March, 1906 : — 

£1,332 4 3 

6,541 14 1 

1,244 0 0 

....... 175 0 0 

....... 137 10 0 

....... 150 0 0 

....... 1,900 0 0 

....... 107 5 0 

159 5 0 

Oil 

450 0 0 

300 0 0 

1,894 15 0 

416 9 0 

232 18 5 

10 0 

97 6 7 

750 0 0 

63 0 2 


STATE OF FUNDS SPECIALLY APPLICABLE ' TO EXPENDITURE FOR FISHERY 
PURPOSES ON 31st MARCH, 1906. 

Surplus of money unexpended out of the sum of £10,000 a year: — 

(а) Balance unexpended on 31st March, 1906, £5,370 5 0 

(б) Amount invested in 2| per Cent. Guaranteed Land Stock for Steamer 

Reserve Fund, 5,000 0 0 

(c) Interest on ditto, 369 14 7 

£10,739 19 7 

Amount to credit of the Sea and Coast Fisheries Loan Fund : — 

(а) Balance (on 31st December, 1905), £2,983 4 5 

(б) Amount invested in Consols: — 

Face Value, £20,000 ; Cash Value, @ 87|, 17,525 0 0 

(e) Promissory Notes, excluding Irrecoverable Arrears, . . . 7,113 1 2 

£27,621 5 7 


£38,361 5 2 


Department of Agriculture and 
Technical Instruction. 


T. P. GILL. 
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Appendix 

XXVI. 


APPENDIX No. XXVIg (Qs. 2314, 2434, 2440, 2656.) 


List of Home Industries Classes in Receipt of Direct Aid from the Department op Agriculture 
and Technical Instruction, Ireland, during the period 1st April, 1900, to 31st March, 1906. 


6413 

6412 


6476 

6418 


6437 

0724 


Name of Class. 


LEINSTER. 

Carlow. 

Co. Carlow Lace Classes, 

Goiryhfll : Co-operative Home In- 
dustries Society (Drawn-thread 
work. Embroidery, Hemstitch- 
ing). 

Leighlinbridge: Co-operative Home 
Industries Society (Crochet- 
maldng). 


Dalkey : IriBh Embroidery and 
Needlework Society, Ltd. (Em- 
' ' ' and Art Needlework). 


g?as 


Class (Carriekma- 


Knitting Industry 

(Hosierymaking). 

Swords and Donabate Lace and 
Crochet Classes (Carrickma- 
cross Lace and Crochetmaking). 

Dundrum : Dun Emer Industries 
(Tapestry, Weaving, and Book- 
binding). 


Monasterevan : Lace Industry 
(Carrickmacross Lacemaking). 
Monasterevan : Basketmaking In- 
dustry (Basketmaking). 


Casticcomer : Basketmaking In- 
dustry (Basketmaking). 

Oastlecomer : Presentation Con- 
vent (Embroidery and Hem- 
stitching). 


Castlehellingham : Co-operative 

Home Industries Society (Car- 
rickmacross Lacemaking). 

Ologher Head : Home Industries 
Society ( Crochetmaking). 

Dundalk : Co-operative. Shirtmak- 
ing Industry. 

l-lur U . r : Or Tr. lint r>, '.i./j l.\ 
(Carrickmacross Lacemaking). 

Ardee : Convent of Mercy (Tatting), 


Queen’s Co. 

Stradbally : Woodcarving Class 
(Woodcarving). 


— Convent of Mercy 

(Sprigging, Carrickmacross Lace 
making). 


Wexford. 

Wexford : Straw Hat Industry, . 


’, Ravens wel! (Crochet- | 

making). 

Donard : Co-operative Home In- 
dustries. Society (Carrickma- 
cross Lacemaking). 

Totals for Leinster, 


Amount of Grant Paid. 

Financial ' Financial ! Financial Financial Financial 

Year, | Year, I Year, Year, Year, 

1900-1. 1901-2. I 1902-3. | 1903-4. | 1904-6. 


12 15 0 — 

33 18 0 ! — 


34 7 6 
29 10 0 


45 12 0 I 

29 2 
45 12 0 I 


28 10 I 
52 12 : 
45 12 i 
35 10 i 


Financial 

Year, 

1906-6. 


40 15 
89 15 


12 15 0 
104 7 2 


40 13 6 
101 17 6 
60 12 6 


277 15 8 
143 15 0 
35 10 0 


49 10 0 
80 17 6 
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List of Home Industries Classes in Receipt of Direct Aid, <fcc. — continued . 


No. 

Class 


Amount of Grant Paid. 

Total. 

Name of Class. 

Financial | Financial i 
Year, Year, j 

1900-1. 1901-2. | 

Financial 

Year, 

1902-3. 

Financial Financial | 

Year, Year, 

1903-4. | 1904-5. | 

Financial 1 
Year, 1 
1905-6. 

8064 

6484 

6492 

6607 

6746 

6597 

6486 

6535 

6398 

6399 
6475 

6400 

6369 
6683 
6481 
6583 

6370 

6401 

6402 

6405 

6495 

6403 
6489 
6027 

6638 

6538 

0632 

MUNSTER. 

Cork. 

Dunmauway : Convent of Charity, 
St- Mary’s (Embroidery). 

Youghal : lace School, 

Tipperary. 

Carrick-on-Suir : Co-operative Lace 
Industry. 

Roscrea : Convent of the Sacred 
Heart (Crochetmaking!. 

Waterford. 

Tramore : Convent of Charity 
(Needlepoint Lacemaking). 

Totals for Munster, 

ULSTER. 

ANTRIM. 

Ahoghil! : Sprigging Class (Sprig- 

BallycMtle : Sprigging and Needle- 
work Classes. 

Ballymena : Buckna Sprigging 

Industry (Sprigging). 

Portglenone : Shirtmaking Industry 
(Shirtmaking). 

Portglenone : Sprigging Class 
(Sprigging). 

Armagh. 

Mullaghbawn : Shirtmaking In- 
dustry (Shirtmaking). 

Cavan. 

BaByjamesdufl : Convent of Poor 
Clares (Lacemaking). 

Belturbet : Convent of Mercy 

(lacemaking). 

Drummully : Farm and Gardens 
Society’s Lace Class. 

Kildallan : Co-operative Home In- 
dustries Society (Lacemak- 
ing). _ 

Virginia : Lace Class, . . 

Donegal. 

S ° 

Brookeborough : Lace School, .. 

Coonian : Co-operative Home In- 
dustries Society (Lacemakmg). 

Moan’s Ctobs : Co-operative Home 
Industries Society (Lacemaking 

MONAGHAN. 

Carrickmacross : St. Louis Con- 
vent (Lace and Knitting Classes 

Clones : St Louis Convent (Crochet 

lartB&h: Home Industries 
Society ,< -i ( 1 tasking 

Monaghan: St Louis Convent 
(Lacemaking). 

Raferagh : Lace Class, 

TVRONE. 

Cookstown : Lissan Crochet Class, 

Dromore: St Macort-n’s Home 
Industries Society (Lace Class). 

Dromore: St Macarten’s Home 
Industries Society (Crochet 
Class). _ 

Stewartstown : Co-operative Home 
Industries Society (Dob-making 

Indue tries Society (Lace Class). 

Totals for Ulster, 

£ t. a. 

2 16 8 
40 0 0 

£ t. d. 
42 13 5 

£ t. d. 

37 16 0 
11 Iff 0 

25 5 0 

£ *. d. 
30 10 0 

£ s. d. 
11 10 0 

£ t. d. 

i t. d. 

45 10 1 
40 0 0 

79 15 0 
11 10 0 

25 5 0 

42 16 8 

42 13 6 

74 10 0 

80 10 0 

11 10 0 


202 0 1 

20 7 6 
20 7 6 

20 7 6 
30 0 0 

80 0 0 

4 7 0 
34 7 6 

36 0 0 
34 7 6 

19 2 6 

11 10 0 
27 7 6 

11 5 0 

32 18 7 

82 6 5 

19 14 3 

32 17 6 
34 2 6 
7 10 0 
34 2 6 

56 17 6 

84 2 6 
34 2 6 

22 15 0 

20 7 6 

19 2 6 
19 2 6 

56 17 6 
86 3 6 
41 17 6 

34 7 6 
28 0 0 

7 10 0 
146 9 5 

26 2 10 
48 2 6 

20 12 6 
45 15 0 

22 12 6 
57 0 0 

70 19 0 
25 15 0 

11 5 0 
52 10 0 

52 0 0 
10 12 6 

16 2 6 
11 7 6 

32 10 0 
45 12 6 

18 10 0 

28 0 0 
307 4 9 

12 17 1 
42 12 6 

82 13 7 
84 5 0 

39 16 5 
19 14 3 

40 16 9 

505 4 2 

32 17 6 

34 2 6 
11 17 0 
68 10 0 

56 17 6 

70 2 6 

68 10 0 
90 19 11 
38 7 0 
68 10 0 

89 10 0 
80 10 0 

SO 10 Q 

198 3 3 
114 0 0 
97 13 6 
99 5 0 
32 10 0 

88 5 0 
68 5 0 

80 0 0 

89 9 0 
25 15 0 

i 121 2 6 

215 0 8 

768 14 6 

*78 18 9 

250 10 0 

385 14 4 

2,220 0 4 
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Appendix List of Home Industries Classes in Receipt of Direct Aid, ica . — continued . 


No. 

of 

Class. 

Name of Class. 



Amount of Grant paid. 


| 

Financial 

Year, 

1900-1. 

Financial 

Year, 

1901-2. 

Financial 

Year, 

| 1902-3. 

Financial 

Year, 

1903-4. 

i Financial 
| Year, 

1 1904-5. 

j financial 
1 Year, 
1905-6. 

Total. 

6479 

8718 

6465 

6425 

6427 

6426 

6428 

6430 

6429 
6634 

CONNAUGHT. 

Galway. 

Clarcnbridge : Convent of the Sis- 
ters of Charity (Crocbetmaking). 

Kinvara : Convent of Mercy 

(Crochetmaking). 

Loughrea: St Raphael’s Home 
Industries Society (Needlework) 

Leitrim. 

Ballinamore : St Brigid’s Co- 
operative Home Industries So- 
ciety (Crochetmakinz). 

Dartry : Co-operative Home In- 
dustries Society (Crochetmak- 

Manorhamilton Lace School 
(Crochetmaking). 

Mayo. 

Ballysakeery : Co-operative Home ; 
Industries Society (Carrick- 1 
macross Lacemaking). 

Ballinrobe : Creagh Sprigging In- 
dustry (Sprigging). 

ROSCOMMON. 

Tisara : Co-operative Home In- 
dustries Society (Crochet- 
making). 

Sligo. 

Ballisodare : High Park Lace 
Class (Carrickmacross Lace- 
making). 

Ballymote : Beechmount Co-oper- 
ative Home Industries Society 
(Carrickmacross Lacemaking). 

Sligo : Manufacturing Society 
(Shirtmaking and Readymade 
Clothing). 

£ «. d . 
30 0 0 

30 0 0 

38 17 10 
30 0 0 

85 7 6 
30 0 0 

£ t. d . 

20 5 0 
28 5 0 

36 10 0 

39 15 0 
22 17 6 

11 7 6 
27 7 6 

£ i. d. 

34 8 6 
20 18 2 
34 5 0 

38 0 0 
57 2 6 

71 17 2 

23 8 2 
52 5 9 

£ *. d . 

15 5 0 
31 15 3 ! 

£ *. d . 
! 20 5 8 

100 0 0 

£ *. 4 
25 17 2 

100 0 0 

*77 

20 5 o 
58 5 o 
52 2 i 0 

34 g j 
89 3 2 
70 10 0 

116 12 10 
110 0 o 

150 7 5 

37 17 8 
80 15 8 
252 5 9 


Totals for Connaught . . 

194 5 4 

186 7 6 

379 2 9 

Oil 3 

126 5 8 

125 17 2 

1,081 18 8 


Totals for Leinster, . . 

215 12 6 

436 11 5 

629 10 1 

392 7 10 

680 11 7 

262 17 4 

2,617 10 9 


Totals tor Munster, . . 

42 16 8 

42 13 5 

74 10 0 

30 10 0 i 

11 10 0 

_ 

202 0 1 


Totals for Ulster, 

121 2 6 

215 0 3 

768 14 0 

478 18 9 | 

250 10 0 

385 14 4 | 

2,220 0 4 


Totals for Connaught, 

194 5 4 

186 7 6 

879 2 0 

69 15 3 

126 5 8 

125 17 2 

1,081 13 8 


GRAND TOTALS, . . . 

578 17 0 

880 12 7 

1,851 17 4 

971 11 10 j 

1,068 17 3 

774 8 10 

6,121 4 10 


Department op Agriculture and Technical 
Instruction for Ireland. 


GEO. FLETCHER, 

November , 1906. 
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APPENDIX No. XXVIII. (Q. 12432.) 


Consumption of Pure Potash. (K 2 0) for Agricultural Purposes in different Countries. 
(Calculated in lbs. per 100 acres arable land, including pastures.) 



Arable Land 










— 

— 

Country. 

(including 
Pastures) in 

1(95. 

1816. 

1897. 

1898. 

1899. 

1900. 

1901. 

1901 

1903. 

1901. 

1905. 

Germany, 



86,625,399 

152-2 

191-2 

226-9 

244-2 

273-0 

298-3 

349*4 

349'3 

391-0 

4782 


United States, 



411,491,111 

180 

21-6 

21-8 

275 

26-7 

31'6 

399 

38-6 

442 

61-4 


Belgium, 



4,659,506 

136-3 

126-8 

133-8 

147T 

1692 

170-6 

2982 

154-5 

218-5 

2730 


Holland, ... 



5,012,379 

111-8 

130-3 

179'9 

2213 

264-7 

3125 

412-0 

3781 

1507 

503-6 


France, ... 



81,099,031 

13-6 

16-1 

199 

17-8 

23-8 

22-1 

179 

134 

25-3 

252 


England, 



16,916,109 

I 


( 41 2 

504 

52-3 

521 

54-9 

oi-o 

757 

832 


Scotland, ... 



3,611,113 

[ 18-8 

21-1 

90-0 

107-8 

156-6 

2040 

2271 

2817 

264-5 

233-4 


Ireland, ... 

- 

5,322,749 

J 


l 12-3 

11-8 

170 

24-8 

29-2 

236 

42-8 

50-8 


Austria, ... 



35,362,182 

64 

73 

8-2 

99 

137 

141 

20'5 

199 

22-7 

30-4 

36-0 

Hungary. 



42,863,206 

005 

o-ii 

015 

021 

013 

0-55 

12 

1-6 

19 

2-8 


Switzerland, 


5,521,391 

333 

350 

380 

37T 

11-1 

409 

67-5 

291 

669 

577 

630 

Italy, 



50,010,122 

3-7 

35 

IT 

5-4 

5-3 

61 

5'8 

61 

67 

S-5 

102 

Russia, 

... 

318,621,901 

0-36 

0-45 

0'15 

071 

071 

11 

1-4 

17 

1-3 

1-5 


s P ain 



54,105,167 

1-5 

1-9 

31 

4-5 

7-9 

9-8 

101 

63 

11-5 

12-5 

129 

Portugal, 



11,329,199 

1-3 

09 

09 

2-3 

027 

08 

11 

1-3 

21 

40 

51 

Sweden, ... 

•• 

8,622,109 

1293 

116-2 

176-5 

195-2 

1702 

203-5 

237-8 

281-5 

232'5 

2869 

3679 

Norway. ... 

~ 

1,112,975 

10-7 

167 

257 

39-3 

371 

417 

499 

673 

82-1 

107-8 

1522 

Denmark, 



6,305,259 

29-2 

37-5 

360 

181 

461 

591 

871 

841 

836 

660 

1357 

Finland, ... 



2,755,277 

14-5 

26-6 

37-3 

45 3 

40-4 

306 

409 

69-8 

282 

200 
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APPENDIX No. XXIX. (Q. 12437.) 


Consumption of Potash for Agricultural Purposes in Ireland. 
(5,282,744 acres of Arable Land under Crop and Pasture.) 


. Percentag 

Manure. of Pure 

j Potash, 

1897. 

Tona 

1898. 

Tons. 

1899. 

Tons. 

1900, 

Tona 

1901. 

Tona 

1902. 

Tona 

1903. 

Tona 

1904. 

Tons. 

1905. 

Tons. 



“ 

2,285 

2,180 

2,795 

3,746 

4,448 

3,635 

0180 

6,470 

9,67 1 

Muriate of Potash, 

50 

5 

“ 


30 

- 

30 

100 

331 

m 

Sulphate of Potash, 

50 

0 

0 

0 

0 

33 

30 

86 

172 

160 

Potash Manure Salt, 

30 

0 

0 

176 

400 

300 

300 

575 

582 

773 

Equal to Pure Potash, 

- 

297 

285 

412 

600 

705 

570 

1,034 

1,228 

1,696 

Consumption of Pure Potash per 100 
acres of Arable Land. 

: - 

lbs. 

12-3 

lba 

113 

lbB. 

lbs. 

24-8 

lbe. 

292 

lba 

23-6 

lba 

423 

lbs. 

508 

lbs. 

67-3 
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APPENDIX No XXX. (Q. 17331.) 


MEMORANDUM ON AGRICULTURAL ORGANISATION. 


To Members of the Council of Agriculture. 


By the Vice-President. 


At Ike last meeting. of the Council the policy of the 
Department towards the agricultural organisation 
movement came up for discussion, having been referred 
to the Council by "the Agricultural Board. The debate 
had not gone far when it became apparent that there 
were many points upon which a great deal of infor- 
mation was required before the Council could come to 
a clear and definite decision upon the action which 
should be taken by the Department and supported by 
the Board. The discussion was, therefore, adjourned 
to the next meeting, before which I undertook to cir- 
culate among the members a memorandum dealing 
with the question at issue in all its bearings. _ This 
I will now endeavour to do as briefly as is consistent 
with a comprehensive treatment of what I conceive 
to be a question of more far-reaching importance than 
any on which the Council has yet been called upon to 
give a lead to public opinion. 

Outline of Memorandum. 

I do not propose to discuss in this memorandum the 
past actions of the Department in the promotion of 
agricultural co-operation. These have been the subject 
of many questions in Parliament and of much news- 
paper controversy, besides having been brought before 
the Committee of Inquiry now sitting upon the De- 
partment. I shall, I am sure, best meet the wishes of 
the Council if I now confine my observations to facts 
which must be borne in mind in determining the 
future policy and procedure of the Department in the 
matter of organising farmers for the better conduct 
of their business. What seems to be required by mem- 
bers of the Council is a full and clear understanding, 
not only of the issues upon which we are all agreed, 
but also of the practical bearing of these issues upon 
the aims and work of the Department. 

General agreement as to present inequality of Irish 
Farmers in competition with Foreigners in British 
Markets. 

Now let us see how far we are agreed, and mark the 
point at which the difficulty arises. We all recognise 
that it is the function of the Department to promote 
such reforms as may be required in order to place Irish 
farmers on an equality with those who compete with 
them in the British markets, and it is the duty of the 
Council and the Agricultural Board to see that we 
neglect no important means of attaining this end. 
In two respects foreign farmers have a great advantage 
over Irish. They have had a long start in the applica- 
tion of science to their industry, and their business 
methods are altogether superior to outs. It is to this 
last inequality, and to the steps which should be 
taken to remove, it, that I would inyite the special 
attention of the Council. I want here, to be quite 
frank, to kill two birds with one stone, for among the 
many accusations brought against us is the charge that 
we are wasting time and money in teaching people to 
grow better produce when we do nothing to help them 
to reap the reward of their labour by getting a better 
price for them in the market. I propose to show how 
a better price can be obtained. 

Necessity of Agricultural Co-operation generally ad- 
mitted. 

An examination of the commercial (as distinct from 
the technical) methods of continental farming reveals 
the fact that since the period of world-wide competi- 
tion began large masses of our foreign competitors 
have completely reorganised on co-operative lines the 
business of farming. Every member of the Council 
knows this, and is also aware that the only way to 


deal with this condition is to teach Irish farmers how Appendix 

to adopt oo-operative methods, and so fight the XXX. 
foreigner with his own weapons. — 

Difficulty of determining Procedure of Department in 
relation to Agricultural Organisation. 

Up to this point I am not aware that any exception 
will be taken to my presentation of the facts, but 
when we come to decide exactly how the Department 
is to proceed in order to remove the chief cause of our 
disadvantage, it seems to he extremely difficult to 
arrive at a clear and definite course of action. 

If I rightly interpret the mind of the Council, the 
difficulty arises from two causes — the lack of a clear 
understanding by some members of the Council of 
what is meant by agricultural co-operation, and a 
natural unwillingness to injure, possibly, and cer- 
tainly to antagonise some trading interests, without 
an assured benefit to the agricultural classes and those 
dependent upon them. The treatment of the subject 
which I have outlined above will, I hope, go a long 
way towards removing both these obstacles from our 
path. 

Those members of the Council who have made a 
close study of agricultural co-operation abroad and of 
the progress of the organisation movement in Ireland 
are at a loss to understand why other members hesi- 
tate to complete a reform which has teen so hopefully 
begun. They point to the fact that only fifteen years 
ago the idea of agricultural co-operation was almost 
universally held to be alien to the traditions, habits 
and sentiments of the Irish farmer, and that now 
everybody believes in it. What they forget is that 
most people believe in agricultural co-operation just 
as — to use a famous illustration of the late Mr. Lecky 
— most of us believe in the circulation of the blood 
without having the faintest notion what we mean by 
it, why it has to be kept up, or why it would go badly 
with us if it stopped. The mental habit is one which 
we all must adopt in these days when we have to 
make use of an immense amount of newly- acquired 
knowledge which we have no time to examine fully. 

Immediate urgency of the Question. 

We are now dealing with a comparatively recent 
development in agricultural economics which we must 
examine deeply, because it happens to be of vital 
importance to the well-being of vast numbers of the 
agricultural classes and those dependent upon them. 

Special urgency belongs to the question at this mo- 
ment, because the success or failure of the peasant ' 
proprietary now being established in Ireland must 
depend very largely upon the organisation of its in- 
dustry. Furthermore, as I pointed out in a recent 
address to the Council, the work of our County Com- 
mittees is seriously handicapped by their having to 
arrange their local schemes with unorganised indivi- 
duals instead of with business associations of farmers, 
as is the case in other countries. In the circumstances 
the Council will expect me to go somewhat fully into 
the question. 

I will put in the forefront considerations which 
chiefly influenced my own mind when I went to work 
as an agricultural organiser over a decade and a half 
ago. One of the chief economic changes brought about 
by the progress of nations during the last century was 
that those engaged in every important business under- 
taking learned the necessity of combination for mutual 
protection and advantage. Towards the end of the 
century it was difficult to find any industrial or com- 
mercial interest which had not been organised for 
joint action wherever combination was practicable. 

The notable exception was the chief industry of those 
islands, agriculture. 
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What made this neglect so serious for us was that 
this industry had been organised in almost every 
country whose farmers were competing with our far- 
mers in our own markets. The adoption of co-opera- 
tive principles by farmers in other parts of Europe 
is recognised by every man who has studied the subject 
as being a more important factor of foreign competi- 
tion in agricultural produce than the governmental 
aids to agriculture. It is so recognised by all the 
governments which concern themselves, as the Irish 
Government is at long last concerning itself, for the 
welfare of the agricultural classes. 

Action of Cape Colony Government in relation to 
Co-operation. 

The latest instance is the Government of Cape 
Colony — an instance peculiarly pertinent to the pre- 
sent issue. South African statesmen wanted their 
agriculturists to join the happy, throng of our com- 
petitors. They realised that notwithstanding their 
sturdy qualities the Dutch and English settlers are 
commercially handicapped because they have not 
learned how to combine together for the improvement 
of their business. It was known that a body of Irish- 
men were strenuously advocating agricultural co-ope- 
ration as a means of enabling Irish farmers to com- 
pete in the common market. So men were sent over 
to inquire and report upon this Irish movement, its 
aims and practical achievements. In the result the 
Cape Government annexed the chief agricultural 
organiser of the I.A.G.S., gave him a salary and 
allowances worth £1,500 a year, provided £150,000 for 
the purpose of financing agricultural societies, and 
£8,600 appears on the estimates rf the Cape Parlia- 
ment of the current year for organising them. And 
nobody seems to anticipate an injury to trade or to 
any national cause! 

Objects of Agricultural Organisation in other 
Countries. 

Let us consider for what purposes farmers in such 
countries as France, Germany, Italy, Denmark, and 
Belgium combine together. They jointly purchase 
seeds, manures, implements, machinery, and all other 
such requirements of their industry. These are ob- 
tained at the lowest cost and of thv. best quality. This 
enables these farmers to produce more abundantly 
and more economically. Tbey combine together for the 
improvement of all classes of live stock, for the manu- 
facture of butter, bacon,, and many other products. 
Their rates of insurance, owing to their perfect or- 
ganisation, are low — ours, it may be mentioned, are 
so high that, generally speaking, our farmers do not 
insure at all. The working capital they require is 
made available at the lowest rate of interest, because 
the intelligent association of farmers enables them 
to offer a newly-developed mutual security. And what 
is more, they get this capital upon conditions as to the 
application of the money, and upon terms as to its 
repayment, suited to the special requirements of tie 
farmers as known to and arranged for by themselves. 
Lastly — and this is the point to which I wish to draw 
special attention — the result of these and other forms 
of combination which might be mentioned places these 
associations of farmers in a position not only to in- 
crease the volume and lower the cost of production, 
but also to market their produce far more advan- 
tageously than we can. Knowing the requirements of 
the market, they prepare their produce to meet these 
requirements (the nature of which I am about to ex- 
plain), and by selling in bulk, they are able to get 
terms from the carrying companies which cannot be ob- 
tained by scattered and irregular consignors of small 
parcels of goods. 


Requirements of the Modern Market. 

I must now make quite clear what I mean by i 
requirements of the modern market, and try to e 
Phasise deficiencies of our present system of m. 
feting. The chief market for our agricultural prodx 
is, of course, in the growing centres of manuf acturi 
and commercial populations. These masses of c< 
sumers, with all the world competing to meet tlv 
requirements, are in a position to dictate their o' 
terms and to give the preference to those who confo: 
to them. The main conditions imposed are that t 
produce should be consigned in bulk, at regular infc 
vals, m fresh condition, and of uniform quality, i 


produce must be so handled as to fulfil these eondi 
tions, but when the handling is done by others the 
farmer finds that the cost of this process of marketing 
absorbs a disproportionately large share of the profit! 
of his industry. e 

Combined action essential to enable Irish Farmers t 0 
meet these requirements. 

Now I assert positively that unless and until onr 
farmers understand, accept, and meet these conditions 
of modem marketing, they cannot prosper. But they 
cannot meet the conditions, except by acting in com- 
bination, or in other words, until they are formed into 
associations as well organised as those who distribute 
their produce and as those producers who compete with 
them in the markets are organised. Isolated action 
did well enough in days when each farmer took his 
own produce to his own particular customers in the 
nearest market town. Now he must combine with his 
neighbours, and they must approach the big markets 
as their competitors approach it. They need not have 
their own shops any more than 'the foreigners have 
but they must be sufficiently well organised to be in a 
position to have their own agents if at any time a 
combination of distributors prevents their getting fair 
play. They can and they must control the early stages 
of the modern marketing process. They must enable 
the carrying companies to carry cheaply and the 
middlemen to distribute cheaply, and this is simply a 
question of bulk, regularity, and uniformity. Until 
Irish farmers do these things they will not be on an 
equality with their foreign competitors. When they 
do these things they will reap the advantage inherent 
in their nearness to the British market — an advantage 
which is now almost wholly lost to them. 

I have not thought it necessary in a letter addressed 
to members of the Council of Agriculture to elaborate 
with details the picture I have drawn of the disad- 
vantages under which Irish farmers labour as compared 
with their foreign competitors in the common market. 
Any practical man can test the accuracy of my pre- 
sentation by examining the conditions governing the 
distribution of any product in which Ireland has, so 
far as physical conditions are concerned, the oppor- 
tunity of occupying the highest place in the markets, 
be it butter, poultry, eggs, early potatoes and vege- 
tables, or fruit. 

Example of Irish Fruit-growing Industry. 

The Council, I think, understands the Department’s 
policy in the matter of fruit growing, which is a good 
illustration for our present purpose! We are special- 
ising in certain varieties of apples, which, it is antici- 
pated, will come in after the English and before the 
American supply. But before our consignments can 
be known, asked for, and sold as Irish they must be 
consigned in considerable quantity to some large con- 
suming centres. To some extent the Department can 
provisionally assist in this branch of developing the 
industry, but the chief work of capturing, and nearly 
all the work of holding the markc-t belongs to private 
enterprise. And the more we think upon this subject, 
the more surely we shall come to the conclusion that 
after all allowances have been made for disparities in 
transit facilities, the main disadvantage under which 
our farmers labour lies in the wide difference between 
the organised production of the foreigner and the 
lack of organisation at home. 

Organised Self-help more important than State action. 

All this many of ns have known ever since it was 
recognised that the new factor in agricultural depres- 
sion, foreign competition, had come to stay. But 
since the Department has got to work and has had to 
keep a constant watch upon Irish produce in the 
British markets, the real position has become much 
more clear. We hav e become more and more impressed 
with the fact that, contrary to popular belief, all the 
machinery for the detection and prevention of fraud, 
all the championing of Irish produce which is proper 
to the functions of the Department, or within the 
power of its officers, is of insignificant importance com- 
pared with whalt we find the organised foreign pro- 
ducers doing for themselves, and what our farmers 
must do for themselves if they are to be serious com- 
petitors in a market which knows no sentiment, but 
simply obeys, with clockwork regularity, the law 
demand and supply. 
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I have approached the subject of agricultural organi- 
sation from the marketing, rather than from the agri- 
cultural point of view for two reasons. Firstly, I feel 
that the economic thought in the. Council and through- 
out the country, upon the soundness of which we must 
rely for the success of all our development work, has 
not attached sufficient weight to the revolution which 
has taken place in the markets for agricultural pro- 
■ duce. Secondly — and .now I come to the chief cause 
of all Our difficulty — a section of our traders believe 
that the agricultural organisation movement is in- 
jurious to their interests. I belieye this fear to be 
unfounded. 

; Advantages to be gained by Traders from success of 
'• Co-operative Movement. 

In Ireland the prosperity of the farmer is essential 
to the prosperity of every other class ; if he produces 
more he will consume more; and the business edu- 
cation, which the improvement of bis methods of pro- 
duction and distribution will bring with it, will give 
him the desire and the ability to dispense wth the 


taken root in Ireland. The statistics for 1905 are as Ahpshdix 

yet not quite complete, but the, figures given may be XXi. 
taken as a very close approximation . of the actual 
state of affairs on the 31st December, 1905: — 



Description of 


Capital. 


Number. 

Members. 


Loan 

Turnover. 




Shaves. 

Capital. 


331 

Creameries, -. 

42,786 

114,912 

105,737 

1,315,000 

119 

Agricultural, . 

14,096 

3,828 

21,978 

86,000 

230 


13,035 


38,428 


2S 

Poultry,' . 

5,019 

1,750 

2,950 

10,000 


Pkr, 

130 

102 

1,240 


47 

Industries, 
Bacon Curing, . 

2,811 

4,000 

2.338 

2,500 

775 

15,000 
( Not yet 
1 working. 
12.600 

35 

Miscellaneous, 

3,995 

5i078 

3,520 

1 

Federations, . 

330 

4,010 

5,830 

226,000 

.837 


S6.532 

134,548 

180,458 

1,772,500 


That the movement is growing steadily may be 


present system of excessive and demoralising credit, i u( wi from the fact that eighty-one societies of various 
This will enable the trader to pay more promptly for j c j n °[ s were established during 1905. 


the goods he distributes. He will do a larger and 
more varied business with fewer bad debts. His profits 
on individual transactions may be smaller, but I am 
convinced his revenue will be increased. If there is 
any virtue in agricultural organisation at all, the 
volume of country trade will expand with the higher 
standard, of comfort in the community, and if the 
existing traders are not able, to get their share of the 
benefits from the general improvement in the condi- 
tion of their customers, they must be much, less intelli- 
gent than I. have always imagined them to be. 

Alleged danger of Agricultural Societies developing 

into Co-operative Stores. 

I believe there are some traders who would accept limit^ n'abilifry companies. What chiefly 

the whole of this argument were it not for the alleged these societies from ordinary joint stock 

danger of the Cooperative Agricultural Society de- mpanie3 jg their system of dividing profits. The 
veloping into the ordinary English co-operative store. inte ‘ est pa y a ble on shares is a first charge, and is 
As regards this danger, I myself would strongly advise , limited, to five per cent. ; the remaining net 
- Jl -- 1 'vf TvoionH tn j , , - . 1 , „ r,,,.™ n f „ dividend to mem- 


Constitution of the Co-oper.ative Societies. 

With the exception of the Credit Societies, which 
numbered 232, all the societies carrying on trading 
operations are incorporated und£r the Industrial and 
Provident Societies Act, 1893. The basis of member- 
ship in these societies is the holding of one or more 
shares. The liability of members is limited to the 
amount of their shares, and membership carries with 
it equal voting power to all members irrespective of 
the number of shares held. . , . 

The management of these- societies is vested in com- 
mittees elected by the members, and the functions of 
Committees are analogous to those of Boards of 


farmers in the present circumstances of Ireland to 
confine their co-operative activities, as indeed the 
vast majority of them are. doing, to. the immediate 
purposes of their industry. Attention to a more 
economical organisation of agricultural production, 
distribution, and finance will absorb all the thought 
and energy they can. spare for associative effort for a 
long time to come. If they would leave miscellaneous 
shopkeeping alone, I feel that they would make far 
better progress in more imporoant directions and re- 
move one cause of friction from the machinery of 
agricultural development, now getting to work with 
increasing efficiency in 6very county in Ireland. This, 
however, is a matter for the farmers themselves to 
decide. So far as the Council is concerned, they may 
be taken to have decided . that, for purposes other 


prone is allocated in the form of a dividend to mem- 
bers on the amount of their trade with the society, 
and, to the workers, in the form of a bonus on their 

W lf sufficient capital be not forthcoming from shares, 
the Committee, or the Committee plus a certain number 
of other members, pledge their security to their so- 
ciety’s bankers for a sufficient advance, in the form of 
an overdraft, to make good their deficiency. These ad- 
vances are freely made by all the Banking Cornpames 
at a uniform rate of four per cent, per annum, and 
are most economical as interest is calculated only on 
the actual debit balance from day to day. The one 
drawback to this arrangement is that it lays 
shoulders of a few a burden which should be borae co- 
operatively by 


than general shopkeeping, the farmers shall be taught P Meni b erR 0 f these societies . , 

to combine together in every branch of the farming nro (. ec )-; on against dishonesty, and the rules, which 
industry. If practical efiect is not given to this Q be&n Rafted for their use by the I.A.O.S. in 
decision, how can we avoid the conclusion that we are ^th the Act, are designed m such a way 

tying the hands of the farmer in a very real struggle ! the interest as well as the duty of each 

with his competitor abroad for fear we should be as ma ? e . . , , 

inflicting what I believe to be an imaginary injury 


upon the trader at home 1 

There are other reasons for agricultural organisation 
than the marketing reasons to which I have given so 
much emphasis. Those who have initiated and are 
promoting that movement consider the chief value of 
their work to be the social benefit derived by neigh- 
bours meeting together to improve their material con- 
dition by combined effort. But here, both for the sake 
of brevity and in. order to be strictly practical, I will 
deal only with the various forms of combination which 
I have already, indicated as being adopted in conti- 
nental countries, and which seem to be needed if Irish 
farmers are to have a chance of competing with their 
foreign rivals. The best way of presenting this part 
of the subject to the Council will be by a brief descrip- 
tion of the beginnings of agricultural organisation, m 
Ireland under the auspices of the Irish Agricultuial 
Organisation Society. 

Origin and Growth of the Co-operative Movement in 
Ireland. 

The following table will show the extent to which 
agricultural organisation, as promoted^ by Tris^ 
Agricultural Organisatior ~ ' 


le iiiwsieou »» ” — — — v , . - 

individual to take an active part m the working of 

^The^LA.O.S. has devised suitable system of ac- 
counts for every class of society, and instruction in 
opening and keeping these acoounts is provided for 

by Tte Iccountont stag. Where the accounts ^cor- 


Society, has ‘grown and 


rectly kept the fullest information ~o— r- = ■ -w. 

tosighh is aflorded ’into -business management generally. 

Various Classes of. Co-operative Society. 

I must now give some description of the actual work 
of the sotieties, . taking each class enumerated -a the 
foregoing statistical table :.-r 

1. Co-Operative Creameries. 

Creameries .—These societies: are. . . divided broadly 

£=Kgf§SSB££TO 
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from twice that distance. The monthly price paid to 
the suppliers is based on the net return from the 
butter sold, the basis of payment in most cases being 
the actual weight of butter-fat supplied by the indi- 
vidual. This is determined by weighing the milk 
when delivered and ascertaining the percentage of 
butter-fat by testing. The separated milk and butter 
milk are returned free to the suppliers in due propor- 
tion to the quantity of whole milk supplied by each. 

The system of working is practically the same in all 
modern creameries and need not be explained in detail. 
The equipment is very costly, for the needs of the 
market demand the production of butter of uniformly 
good quality all the year round, thus rendering it 
necessary to employ all the machinery that practical 
science has taught the butter-maker to be necessary 
to achieve this object. 

It is only by the establishment of creameries worked 
on this system that Ireland will ever be able to pro- 
duce butter of good quality in any considerable quan- 
tity during the winter months — a condition which is 
absolutely necessary if successful competition with 
foreign countries and the colonies is to be maintained. 
The introduction of winter dairying is an important 
reform upon which we are all agreed. It belongs 
more to the technical side of agricultural development 
than to the commercial. So all I will say here is that 
without co-operative creameries, winter dairying, with 
its employment of labour the year round, is not likely 
to be widely adopted. 

Summary of Advantages. 

The advantages of co-operative creameries may be 
briefly summarised as follows : — 

(1) . The milk producer obtains at a minimum of 

cost all the advantages of modern science in 
dealing with his dairy produce, and, whether 
its volume be largo or small, he realises its 
full market value at all seasons of the year. 

(2) . He retains the control of one of the most im- 

portant branches of his industry and, with 
the control, the entire profits of the business 

(3) . The consumer gets what he pays for— pure 

butter— manufactured, in well regulated 

creameries, under conditions which preclude 
all possibility of danger to health— and he 
gets it at a reasonable price. 


2. Agricultural Societies. 

. Agricultural Societies .— The operations of these so- 
cieties have so far been almost exclusively directed to 
the purchase of agricultural requisites for their mem- 
bers, who have thus been enabled to obtain on whole- 
sale terms, and of guaranteed quality, artificial 
manures, seeds, and feeding stuffs, also implements 
and machinery at reduced cost. This is their primary 
function; but having been enabled to do this much, 
they are now turning their thoughts in the direction 
of the co-operative sale of produce. This form of co- 
operation presents far greater difficulties than did the 
combined purchase of agricultural requisites, still 
(apart from what is sold through the co-operative 
agency) the creameries, as a rule, sell their butter 
oir^t to the distributor ; the poultry societies disnose 
of their eggs and poultry to the same class of buyers 
through their federation, and a large business was 
done in the joint sale of flax by societies during the 
year. Some societies have done very useful work in 
compounding artificial manures for certain crops, and 
others have purchased expensive machinery for joint 
use. A few have rented grass farms which have been 
grazed co-operatively with excellent results, and several 
nave, on behalf of their members, purchased premium 
sires under the Department’s schemes for the 'improve- 
ment of live-stock. Before the Department began its 
work in connection with County Committees, some agri- 
cultural socieities had carried out interesting and 
instructive experiments in manuring and cropping. 

, m 9? fc nctahle achievement of these societies has 
been to effect a reduction (variously estimated at from 
7 f ° c rty P er cent -> ^e cost of artificial 
manures to the farmer, at the same time securing a 
guarantee of quality which, until, their establishment, 

bv^ U 1 ^ aSk i? d fOT , by I-’ urc haser or offered 
-by the seller. They have also placed within the reach 
u T ely farmer, at a moderate price, agri- 

cultural seeds of high standards of germination and 


purity. Owing to the reduction in price efforts l 
these societies, and to the teachings of the I) ty 
ment, the sale of Irish -manufactured artificial J„ 6patc " 
has gone up from 120,000 tons in 1900 to 175 orn 1 ? 16 * 
m 1906— a very good illustration of the benafii 0ns 
trade which results from co-operation. Even .In 
farmers, who are members of agricultural societies 11 
now quite familiar with the unit values of the . 

W. »!>d ran readily calculate from the g “,"™ 
teed analysis on the invoice the worth of ttm , . 
sold to them. far™,. - a mle, staTcoS£S‘S 
low-priced and inferior seeds on ground about Tv 
laid down in grass, but the teachings of the 4 
tural Instructors and the results from sowing ao<& sZ 
by members of agricultural societies are having 
educational effect, and the demand for high-class^ 
of all kinds is increasing. It may here be mention^ 
that many creameries supply their members with airri 
cultural goods, as a separate branch of their business' 
In the compulsory dipping of sheep and the mow 
generai spraying of potatoes, the agricultural society 
will be able to still further extend their sphere nf 
usefulness. 1 

3. Co-operative Banks. 

Credit Societies .—' These societies are designed to 
supply a great want to the farming community gene- 
rally, but more especially to the small farmer. Unlike 
those societies which carry on trading operations and 
are registered under the Industrial and Provident 
bocieties Act, they are founded on the unlimited lia 
bilify of their members for all the debts of the 
society, and are incorporated under the Friendlv 
Societies Act. Their object is to create a fund 
secured on the joint and several unlimited liability 
of their members, _ to be lent out to members of 
the society in limited sums for productive purposes 
or for such objects as will result in a saving or economy 
to the borrower. The area covered by such a society 
is usually a parish in which every member is known 
to and knows every other member. They are managed 
by Committees elected by the members. There are no 
shares in these societies, membership being constituted 
by the payment of a small entrance fee, and the sole 
qualification being the known good character of the 
applicant. Their capital is derived from three 
sources : — 

(a.) Deposits from members or others, on which three 
per cent, interest is usually paid. 

(b.) Loans from the Department of Agriculture or 
the Congested Districts Board, usually limited 
to £50 or £100, bearing interest at three per 
cent., a/nd designed to give confidence to local 
depositors rather than to provide adequate 
working capital. 

(c.) Advances from Joint Stock Banks on the over- 
draft plan at four per cent. 

Conditions as to Loans to Members. 

. Loans are granted to members for the purchase of 
live-stock, seeds, manures, mach : nery, feeding staffs, 
6tc., and in certain cases to enable the borrower to 
obtain Telief from debts contracted at usurious rates of 
interest. The interest charged is usually at the rate 
of five per cent, per annum, or one penny per pound 
per month. Loans are sanctioned for a sufficient tern 
to enable the borrower to repay the money borrowed 
out of the profits of his investment, or they may be 
repaid in instalments. In no case is the interest de- 
ducted from the loan at the time the advance is made, 
but is paid either with the entire loan or proportion- 
ately with the instalments, accord ing to the conditions 
under which the loan may have been granted. The 
borrower is required to fill up a form of application 
on which is stated the amount, the purpose, and the 
term for which the loan is required. Two sureties 
must go bail for the borrower, and must with him 
enter into a bond for the repayment of the loan and 
interest, and also undertake that the loan shall be 
applied solely to the stated purpose for which it was 
granted. With rare exceptions, the conditions are 
fulfilled with extraordinary fidelity, and there is no 
case on record where either a member or a depositor 
has lost a penny through his connection with such a 
society, nor has any call ever been made to make good 
the default of a borrower. 

To small farmers who have previously been obliged 
to borrow at high rates of interest and under expensive 
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conditions totally unsuited to the needs of their in- 
dustry, this system of credit has been an untold 
blessing. They speak of the loans from Credit Societies 
as “ the lucky money ” and “ money for nothing,” but, 
beyond all that, the lesson learned — the difference 
between “ borrowing to spend ” and “ borrowing to 
make ” — is of incalculable value. Moreover, these 
societies have done much to encourage sobriety and 
industry, because, as all the members are equally 
responsible for the debts of the society, drunkards and 
wastrels are rigidly excluded from membership. 

In scarcely any of these societies are the secretaries 
paid. Their slender margin of profit just provides 
sufficient to pay their modest working expenses and to 
carry forward a small balance yearly to a reserve 
fund. This reserve fund is never divided, but is 
treated as free capital, and now amounts for the whole 
of the societies to close on £2,000. 

The promoters of the movement regard Credit So- 
cieties as the tiuest and best form of co-operation, and 
thev hold that the future of the newly constituted 
peasant proprietary in Ireland will depend very largely 
upon the extent to which these societies may be intro- 
duced among communities of tenants who have pur- 
chased their holdings under the Act of 1903. 


4. Poultry Societies. 

Poultry Societies . — This branch of the movement is 
as yet in its infancy and comparatively few societies 
have been started. But it is none the less of very 
great importance, as it reaches almost eveTy class of 
the farming community, and provides them with a 
means whereby they may dispose of their eggs and 
poultry at remunerative prices. Experience has shown 
the necessity for combining together round a suitable 
centre a number of parish units in a large society, 
thus ensuring a wide choice of selection for a Com- 
mittee of management, a sufficient volume of business 
to pay an efficient staff and, what is of great import- 
ance, ‘ enabling the poultry society to carry out a 
thorough system of grading its produce and of daily 
consignment to the markets. As the simultaneous 
organisation of a number of scattered districts is thus 
involved, the process is both lengthy and expensive. 
The conditions of membership and the mode of electing 
the Committee are similar to those which prevail in 
the case of creameries and agricultural societies. The 
system of profit-sharing is likewise the same. 

In the majority of cases the sale of eggs is the 
principal business, but several societies are now en- 
gaged in the poultry fattening industry, while nearly 
all do a considerable trade in turkeys during the 
Christmas season. The societies pay for the eggs by 
weight in contradistinction to the established custom 
of purchasing by the dozen or by the score, the price 
per lb. weight of eggs being regulated by the market 
selling price, less working expenses. The system of 
testing, grading, and packing adopted by these so- 
cieties, on the recommendation of the I. A. O.S., en- 
sures freshness, regularity in weights, and freedom 
from breakage in transit. 

The marketing of fattened poultry presents consider- 
able difficulties owing to the reputation which has been 
gained by the Surrey and Sussex fowls in the London 
and other markets, but it is a noteworthy fact that a 
large proportion of the “ Surrey ” and “ Sussex fowls 
were bred in Ireland, and merely “finished by Eng- 
lish fatteners. It is hoped that the Co-operative 
Poultry Societies may be the means of retaining some 
of the profits of this industry for Irish poultry- 
keepers. . 

Generally speaking, the Co-oporative Poultry Society 
must be regarded as an indispensable institution where- 
ever the Department’s poultry improvement schemes 
are taken up. 


5. Flax Societies. 

Flax Societies.— This form of society is also 
comparatively new, and but few have been started 
owing to the great difficulty in securing the service of 
properly qualified managers for the scutch mills. Their 
object is to improve the methods o£ cultivation and 
after-treatment of the crop, and to provide their mem- 
bers with a remunerative market for the dressed flax. 
Up to this, the flax societies have restricted their 
operations to the purchase of puie seed and suitable 
manures, to securing the services of one of the Depart- 
ment’s flax experts for the instruction of their mem- 
bers, and to the acquisition by hire or purchase ot a 


scutch mill, properly equipped with up-to-date plant. 
Last year they went a step further, and employed a 
salesman of their own in Belfast, so as to be inde- 

¥ endent of the eccentricities of the local flax market. 

he results all round have been most encouraging,- and 
it is probable that a large number of flax societies with 
a more comprehensive programme of work may be 
established in the near future. At most of the existing 
societies apprentices are being trained, so as to be 
available as managers of new societies, this being one 
of the conditions wisely laid down by the Department 
for giving technical instruction through their flax ex- 
perts. Many serious problems in connection with this 
important industry await solution, such as the utilisa- 
tion of the seed, which now goes to waste, the drying 
of the green flax straw so as to admit of its being 
“ retted ” the following year, and finally a system 
whereby the Flax Societies may purchase the growing 
crops of their members and take charge of the subse- 
quent processes of treatment and marketing. 

6. Miscellaneous Societies. 

Miscellaneous Societies . — Theso comprise associations 
of women and girls for the making and sale of lace 
and crochet, drawn-thread work, knitting, weaving, 
embroidery, book-binding, and other artistic handi- 
crafts, rug and carpet making, bee-keeping, and so 
forth. Very useful work has been done by these 
societies in providing pleasant and profitable employ- 
ment as an adjunct to the scanty earnings on the small 
farm. The necessity for cleanliness, neatness, punc- 
tuality, and exactness, has re-acted on the homes of the 
workers, in which there is a very noticeable improve- 
ment in the standard of comfort. Many girls, whose 
sole idea and prospect was to emigrate to America, 
have found it possible to remain at home and earn a 
comfortable living under healthy and pleasant condi- 
tions. In more than one case, these small societies, 
composed of a few women and girls, aided by the local 
clergymen, have formed the nucleus of a considerable 
local industry which has attracted to it the enterprising 
capitalist whose business experience and money was 
needed to secure permanent success. In such cases 
where the work of the co-operative society has been 
taken over and developed, the interests of the workers 
and original members have been safeguarded against 
sweating or other forms of exploitation. 


Co-operative Live Stock Insurance. 

The promotion of co-operative, or mutual, Live Stock 
Insurance Societies, for which the necessary roles and 
forms have been drafted, is being held back until some 
provision is made for re-insurance. In other words, 
until a central body can be created which will pool 
the premiums paid by the members of the scattered 
societies and average the mortality rate over the entire 
number. Of the many aids to farming that co-opera- 
tion supplies, this branch is one of the most important. 
The national loss through insurable mortality among 
live-stock is enormous, while to the small farmer the 
death of a cow or horse is a crippling blow. On the 
Continent, where such societies are numbered by the 
thousand, the average premium is less than two per 
cent, on the value of the animal, and the amount 
payable in case of death is seven-tenths of the value. 
Live-stock, with the exception of pedigree animals, are 
scarcely ever insured in Ireland, because the rates, 
which "are never less than five per cent., are prohibi 
tive. 

Co-operative Bacon-curing. 

It is yet too early to say whether Co-operative Bacon 
Curing is likely to play as prominent a part as it has 
played in Denmark. But at Roscrea a very promising 
society, embracing twenty parishes, has been estab- 
lished, with a membership of close on 4,000 pig- 
feeders, who have subscribed a capital of £10,000. This 
factory is now in course of erection, and the Directors 
have retained the services of a local expert in the 
breeding and feeding of pigs to organise improved 
methods among the members. The establishment of 
this society has aroused the hostility of the bacon 
curers, but, when the following facts are taken into 
account, it will be seen that there is sufficient room 
for the new factory as well as for those already in 
existence. Ireland exported last year to Great Britain 
E 2 
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563,823 live pigs, or 31/2 per cent, of all the pigs in 
Ireland. In Denmark there were in the -year 1903 
twenty-nine co-operative bacon curing . factories, killing 
approximately 800,000 pigs, while side by side with 
these co-operative factories were twenty-five proprietary 
concerns, the largest of which is owned by Messrs. 
Denny, doing a very extensive trade. At Roscrea the 
promoters intend to cure all classes of _ bacon, 
whereas the Limerick curers confine their business to 
high-class stuff suitable for the London market. Ire- 
land imports annually a very large quantity of Ameri- 
can bacon, some of which is inferior in quality. At 
Roscrea the heavy pigs will be cured and sold for local, 
■consumption in Idle hope of displacing some portion of 
the imported meat. While such a large number of 
live pigs are annually, exported to Great Britain, there 
would appear to be plenty of room for not only the 
Roscrea factory, but for several others worked on 
similar lines. 

'7. Trade Federations : Second Stage in development 
of Go operation. 

Trade Federations . — These institutions represent 
what I may call the second stage in the development 
of agricultural co operation. Although they have in- 
dividuals as members, their most important feature is 
the provision of capital and exercise of control by the 
federated societies, whose relationship to the federa- 
tion is identical with the relationship of the member 
-tc the local society. In order to secure the highest 
degree of efficiency from the local societies, it is essen- 
tial that those belonging to each type soh-jnld become 
federated for purposes of joint purchase and sale. 

(at) Irish Co-operative Agency Society. 

This fact was recognised as far back as 1893, when 
the Irish Co-operative Agency Society was established 
for the combined sale of the butter' produced in the 
Co-operative Creameries. It consists of a number of 
these creameries which hold shares in it and is managed 
by a Committee elected by delegates from the share- 
holding societies. Its headquarters are at Limerick, 
and its operations are confined to selling butter on a 
limited commission for its members and purchasing 
and re-selling butter from creameries whether members 
■m not. Some societies consign practically all their 
butter through the Agency, and are satisfied that the 
average price. they thus realise is quite as good as if 
they sold their produce in competitive markets. The 
Agency has erected large premises at Limerick, and is 
mow possessed of a considerable reserve 


(6.) Irish Agricultural Wholesale Society. 

.. P 1 ® Irish. Agricultural Wholesale Society was estab- 
lished in 1895 for the joint purchase of agricultural 
requirements for societies, and also for the sale of 
their produce. Ite share capital is partly subscribed 
by individuals, who hold preference shares, and partlv 
by societies which are obliged to hold one share for 
■every member on their register. The number of societies 
federated now exceeds seventy, and is steadily increas- 
ing. The management is vested in a Board of eight 
ilirectors with a Chairman. It is the special care of 
the Wholesale to see that no goods of ariv description 
m which it deals, other than those of the 'best qualitv 
are supplied to its federated societies, and with this 
•object it retains the special services of an analyst. Its 
■existence is indispensable to the small, and of great 
advantage to the large, societies, It is also ^ow 
recognised by the trade as being a most valuable 
and ^ business may be done safely 

and economically with societies in remote parts of the 
° ffiCeS ° f 4118 
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cm,e-fifth of the amount of , their own 


subscribed capital, and must bind themselves to 
duct all their wholesale trade through, it, The°°Ii' 
vantages of this latter provision are now’ obvious t' 
the societies, as their produce is sold under a register/? 
trade mark which is absolutely controlled by the Fe<i 
ration, and which is already favourably known in 
many of the principal markets of (lie United Kingdom 
and commands the top market price. 6 ’ 

Difficulties and Expense of Work of I.A.O.S 

It will bo from the foresoing .tatem.nt flat 
the varied work of the I.A.O.S. among scattered com 
munities which are unused to ordinary commercial 
operations presents exceptional difficulties. It was no 
small achievement to secure the membership of close 
upon 90,000 persons, and to induce them to subscribe 
or guarantee a working capital of over £300,000. It 
speaks highly for the innate business capacity of the 
Committees that in so many cases they learned the art 
of doing business on commercial lines, and that such 
a small proportion of actual failures have been re- 
corded. But the lesson could not have been learned 
without the teaching of the I.A.O.S., nor without a 
very large expenditure of money by that body, of dose 
upon £70,000. 


Expenditure not extravagant when Results are 
considered. 

The I.A.O.S. has been severely oiiticised for this 
expenditure, but when all is said, it works out at 
eleven shillings a head, as the cost incurred in giving 
to 90,000 members of societies their first knowledge of 
co-operative principles, in building up a business for 
their benefit, whose annual trade turnover will this 
year reach two million sterling, and for providing the 
constant supervision and advice which has been gireu 
during the past twelve and a half years. 


Past Difficulties nov) disappearing. 

I have.no desire to exaggerate the importance of the 
work which has so far been accomplished towards the 
organisation of Irish farmers. Its chief value consists 
in the proof it gives of what can be done in the future. 
The movement I have described has had to struggle 
against active opposition and difficulties of another 
kind. Three great distrusts, we used to say in the 
early days of the movement when it all looked so hope- 
less, had to be overcome ; the farmers’ distrust of us, 
their distrust of each other, and their distrust of them- 
selves. All this is slowly passing away. It is passing 
from the movement as the result of persistent efforts 
of its supporters, and from the country as the result 
of other movements, of some progress in education, 
and of land reform, with the consequent cessation of 
agrarian agitation. But the difficulties have been 
so great that the results appear to the onlooker to be 
small compared with the expenditure and the effort. I 
have often thought that it was singularly ungenerous 
for those who have constantly opposed the oo -operative 
movement to point to the lavish expenditure of money 
and the paucity of. results; and who profess to be 
indignant at the recognition of the I.A.O.S. by the 
Department. These critics ignore the fact that the 
moneys hitherto provided for this work by the Con- 
gested Districts Board and the Department are small 
compared with the amounts voluntarily contributed 
from private sources, to say nothing of the voluntary 
services rendered. Surely the willingness to make 
these sacrifices without any prospect of showy, achieve- 
ment or popular applause is just the very spirit that 
every true frietnd of Ireland ought to encourage. 

Co-operation an accepted condition of Irish Agricul- 
tural Prosperity. 

Do not let me be understood as admitting that little 
which is real and lasting has been won in the struggle 
of the I.A.O.S. Even if the facts and figures I have 
given above had made no substantial change in the 
economic position of Irish farmers — and no one wul 
admit more readily than I do the very backward state 
of organisation which still characterises our staple 
industry — the mere fact that co-operation is an ac- 
cepted condition of ..agricultural prosperity is a con- 
tribution to Irish progress worth many times its cos . 
Upon the foundation thus laid, we can now, at 
comparatively, small cost- in money and in efl0IX| 
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-establish a sound and ' progressive agricultural in- 
dustry. For we can now follow in the steps of the 
•countries which, with no natural advantage over Ire- 
land have solved this problem — countries whose far- 
mers’ have not alone weathered the storm of world-wide 
-competition, but have even become more prosperous 
than they were before the new world came into competi- 
-fcion with the oid in the markets they supplied. 

Jteal question for Council to decide : Is Department to 
organise Farmers direct, or employ the I. A. 0.8. 

I come back now to the real question which the 
•Council has to decide. Everything I have written so 
far is intended to help those members who have not 
given much thought to the subject in coming to a deci- 
sion upon it. In elaborating the proposition already 
agreed to, that agricultural organisation is an essential 
.condition oi agricultural prosperity m Mond nv 
desire has been to establish m the mind of the Council 
a sense of the relative importance of such organisation 
as a means of assisting farmers. I felt also that it 
was right to review the beginning which has been 
made in organising Irish farmers, as the Council 
will take thus into consideration when they are dis- 
■cussing the continuance of this work to its final com- 
pletion. The only question which remains to be de- 
cided is whether the Department which is to see that 
•the farmers are organised, ought to do thus work 
direct, or whether it should employ the I. A. 0.5. tor 

th Under° ordinary circumstances I should consider 
■this a question of administrative detail with which it 
would be unnecessary to trouble the Council, but which 
would be a very proper one to discuss with the Agn- 
. cultural Board. But in this case there appears to te 
more controversy over the mode of carrying out the 
policy than over the poUcy itself. And it seems to 
me that this question cannot be decided without a very 
-clear understanding of the exact nature of the work 
involved in the organisation of agriculture in the 
: special circumstances of this country. I will therefore 
illustrate from a concrete case what organisation of 
Irish farmers means. 

.Illustration of Future of Organising Work : Starting 
of a Co-operative Creamery. 

Let us take the ease oi a tody of dairy farmers, 
'many of them one-cow men, who wish to start a 
■ creamery in order to induct their industry in a 
manner which has been fully described above. Ihe 
majority of these men will have never been engaged 
in any business undertaking m their lives beyond 
haggling in fairs, where they develop a natural shrewd- 
ness^ but' do not get much training in the methods 
•which prevail in the modem market. Of “counts 

and business correspondence they wiB be quite inno- 

•cent. It is now proposed that they should become a 
■trading body competing in the British markets with 
•the shrewdest representatives of the best organised 
•dairy farmers in the most advanced agriculturalwm- 
mumties in Europe. Upon the technical questions 
involved, the character and cost of the building, 1 1 he 
best type of machinery for the different branches of 
'butter manufacture, and so forth, tte 
• experts can advise. But that will not enable this 
'body of farmers to meet their competitors. To do this 
these shrewd but commercially untrained farmers must 
be converted into a commercially effective association 
•of men. In countries more highly developed the edu- 
•cation of the schools and the education of life make 
-the interference of the Government in the matter less 
mecesary. In Ireland the organisation of farmers is 
-the only means of making good this deficiency of our 
: system of education. 

Functions of an Organiser. 

I come now to tho actual modus operandi. Let us 
Hook at the matter still from the point of view of the 
-one-oow man, for he cannot be left out, and if you 
satisfy his requirements and bring him 
•is plain sailing. Before he takes a share inthesocietv 
•which is to be formed, and engages to ^pply his milk 
-to the creamery, he must be assured that the concern 
will be so managed, the accounts so kept. and the 
■profits and risks of the undertaking so d ^*uted 
■that in the event of success he will get his portion of 
ihe benefit, and in the event of failure he will not 


have to bear more than his proportion of the loss. 
This means that somebody has got to provide these 
farmers with a constitution. Any solicitor will for a 
consideration organise them into a joint stock com- 
pany. But without going into detail, of which indeed 
a sufficiency has been given above to enable the Coun- 
cil to follow my meaning, I may say that this kind of 
organisation will not suffice. What these farmers 
require is a set of rules and a procedure so carefully 
devised and adapted to the special circumstances of 
the case that all participants in the undertaking will 
be equitably treated. Furthermore, it is not suffi- 
cient to send down a book of rules and get them 
adopted by resolution — that is a familiar and very 
easy way of conducting afiairs — but steps must be 
taken to make sure that the members of the society 
understand exactly to what they are committing them- 
selves and into what mutual obligations they are 
entering. If these things are not fully understood, 
the society will either fail, or if it succeeds it will 
depend solely on the happy chance of getting one or 
more individuals to look after the afiairs of the com- 
munity in its behalf. It will be a one-man show which 
is not co-operation. 

This illustration, taken from life, will, 1 think, 
serve to give a fairly accurate picture of a co-operative 
agricultural society in process of formation. I hope it 
will also enable members of the Council' to get such a 
clear idea of the fuuctions of this class of organiser 
that they will have less difficulty in making up their 
mind as to how these officials should be appointed, 
and how their operations should be directed. It will, 
I presume, be admitted that if there be no objection 
in principle to the expending of public funds in teach- 
ing farmers new methods of conducting their business, 
the question of whether the Department employs a 
voluntary association to do the work or does it itself 
is one simply of expediency depending on relative effi- 
ciency and economy. I may now state what appear 
to me to be the chief arguments in favour of each of 
the two alternative courses, and leave the Council to 
decide between them. 


Arguments in favour of direct Administration by 
Department of Organisation Work. 

In favour of direct administration it may lie urged 
that, if the Department, the Agricultural Board, and 
the local committees are not competent to do this 
work, then the administrative machinery whicb has 
been set up must be open to the criticism which has 
been so lavishly devoted to the mending or ending 
of the new institution. Elected members of the Coun- 
cil may feel that delegating such work would be a 
reflection on the administrative capacity of their con- 

It may be further said that work of this kind, a £ ect 7 
ins so many business interests, is far too important 
and responsible to be handed over to an independent 
voluntary association, which might commit a Govern- 
ment Department to an expenditure of public funds 
to which the Council and the Agricultural Board might 
take grave exception. Again, it is the V® 

Department to decentralise, as much as possible, its 
local work, and to that end the County Committees 
have been induced to tax themselves and employ a large 
stafi of experts for the various branches of agriculture 
If, as has P been urged in a recent address of mine to 
the Council, it is better that these should not 

have to do organising work of any kind, but should, 
devote their whole time and attention to imparting 
the scientific knowledge whicn they P.^f > ™7’ l4 * 
asked, should not the County Committees employ or- 
eanisers of their own, instead of engaging the services 
of the l.A.O.S. I think that if you eliminate argu- 
ments of a personal character and deal simply with 
toe case on its merits, this will give expiBSSion to toe 
pith and substance of the arguments in favour of 
direct organisation. 

AnuminU in farmr of Department employin', 

I. A. 0.8. for Organisation Worn. 

On the other hand, it is urged that the J* 
question is of such a nature that it can best be . done 
by those who have had experience of it, andthatthe 
direction of the work, and the training of others to 
do it. could be most efficiently carried out by the 
society which now for over a dozen years has discharged 
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that particular function and no other. The County 
Committees, which already begin to feel the burden 
of their increasing duties, might be unwilling to add 
this branch of work to their existing activities. They 
could not afford to employ organisers for their own 
counties alone, which would mean the employment of 
thirty-thTee such officials. A smaller staff from the 
central office (whether of the Department or of the 
I.A.O.S.) could be sent wherever conditions were ripe 
for organisation in the various branches of farming. 
It is also denied that the I.A.O.S., if subsidised to 
do the work, would he irresponsible. The H-rigting 
arrangement provisionally sanctioned by the Agricul- 
tural Board, whereby two officers of the Department 
are placed upon the Executive Committee of the 
I.A.O.S. and superintend all its operations, effect- 
ively controls the administration of the public moneys 
employed. 

It is also claimed by those who would employ the 
I.A.O.S. that this would lead to a great economy of 
the Department’s endowment. The proposed expendi- 
ture of public money upon organising farmers for 
business purposes is merely a temporary expedient. 
The justification of the expenditure is that organisa- 
tion will make a substantial increase in the farmer’s 
revenue. Out of this profit should be ultimately de- 
frayed the cost of organisation, but it is quite certain 
that farmers who have not been organised will not 
sufficiently appreciate the value of organisation to 
pay for it. Nor can you expect them, when they are 
organised in their own district, to provide the funds 
necessary for the organisation of other districts. The 
time will come when they will gladly pay for organi- 
sation; but it is very doubtful whether they would 
pay the Department as they would pay an association 
to which they were affiliated. 

The same applies to private subscriptions. Money 
has been lavishly supplied from philanthropic sources 
“ P a *» especially _ when it was felt that the 
I.A.O.S. was endeavouring to some extent to repair 
governmental neglect in the matter of technical educa- 
tion. Now, since the coming of the Department, 
these subscriptions have fallen off, but I am quite 
sure they would to some extent be revived if the 
Council were to adopt agricultural organisation as a 
great national economic policy. Thus, if the I.A 0 S 
continues to do the work we shall be able to relieve 
the burden upon public funds. This is most important, 
because one of the first effects of developing through 
association the commercial instincts of the Irish far- 
mer will be to increase the demand for technical 
assistance and advice. 


In this connection it should also be borne » 

that, if the I.A.O.S. were to cease to oxirt the f 

of agricultural organisation throughout the rlZT* 
would come to an end when the Denartme^v'T 
withdrawn ifa i fluid. there being no cenlrdwltt 
to carry on the work. iett 

There is one general argument which has Wt, „ t 
forward and .will appeal fflfterently to dit.rent mhS' 
If, it is said there is one principle that the Cr«T-\ 
ought to uphold it is that insisted on by the C 
Committee, namely, that State aid should be sn 
ministered as to evoke and supplement, and not ^ 
provide a substitute for voluntary effort It •* 
historical fact that the voluntary effort organiser! i,f 
the I.A.O.S. made the Parliamentary SXtetfc 
Agriculture and Technical Instruction Act and 
some this gives the I.A.O.S. a special claim to the' 
consideration of the Department. Lastly, it is stronvlT 
felt in some quarters that the opposition to the oreani 
sation movement come from organised n on-agricultural 
interests and chat it is the duty of the Council to 
safeguard the interests of the agricultural classes who 
from lack of organisation, are unable to protect them’ 


Conclusion. 

I have now done my best to place the issue before- 
the Council m a cleat light and in a tree perspective. 
The, have already accepted the proposition that asti- 
cultural organisation is one of the chief means'* of 
raising Irish agriculture to the level of efficiency 
reached long ago in the more advanced European 
countries, and it remains for the Council to show that 
they mean business. Whichever of the two alternative 
courses they adopt, I can assure them that the De- 
partment and the Agricultural Board will endeavour 
to bring about this necessary reform with the maxi- 
mum of advantage to our chief wealth producers and' 
the minimum of inconvenience to those who engage in 
trade. This task, now surronnded with almost in- 
superable difficulty, will be comparatively easv of 
accomplishment when the Council has spoken with the 
unequalled authority which belongs to it in a matter 
so vitally affecting the well-being of that section of 
the population which produces over ninety per cent., 
of the nation s wealth. 


Horace Plunkeii.. 


15f h November, 1906. 
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DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE AND TECHNICAL INSTRUCTION FOR IRELAND. 


Memorandum on Agricultural Education for Ireland by The Right Hon. Horace Plunkett, 
Vice-President of the Department. 


Note. — The following Memorandum defines the lines on which tire Department of Agriculture and Tech- 
nical Instruction are prepared to promote a system of Agricultural Education lor Ireland. It has been 
■considered and approved by the Agricultural Board. 

Department op Agriculture and Technical 
Instruction por Ireland, 

Dublin, 6th July, 1901. 


AGRICULTURAL EDUCATION FOR IRELAND. 


To the Irish Farmer and hts Friends. 


Why cannot Ireland, depending chiefly upon agri- 
culture, have a system of Agricultural Education at 
least equal to that which the farmers of any other 
country enjoy? While my colleagues and myself have 
been busily engaged setting the new Department, with 
its varied functions, to its work, this question has 
been constantly before our minds, and Hie sense of 
its importance has daily increased. The more we 
-examine into the conditions with which we have to 
deal in our task of rendering the highest service which 
•a central administrative body of the kind can render 
to our country, the more conscious we become of the 
fact that education, in its broadest sense, is the cliief 
agency of progress which we can employ. As regards 
urban and manufacturing districts this principle is 
generally accepted. It is equally true in its bearings 
upon rural life, although its application to the con- 
ditions and needs of the farming community— the 
■application with which this memorandum is specially 
■concerned — i3 less obvious and more difficult to define. 

We have now succeeded in agreeing upon a policy, 
and in formulating what we hope will be found to be 
a sufficiently definite and comprehensive scheme for 
the attainment of the end in view. It will be seen 
that our scheme, being a graft on the educational 
tree rather than a separate growth, will need the 
active co-operation of educational and administrative 
bodies other than ourselves. Above all, it will require 
the support of the great mass of the farming com- 
munity, who will, we are confident, in this matter 
'sustain the historic reputation of the Irish people 
as lovers of education. While, therefore, this ex- 
planation of the Department’s scheme is primarily 
an official pronouncement addressed to County Coun- 
cils and others who are expected to take action 
"upon it, I propose to treat the whole subject from 
the point of view of those chiefly concerned, and I 
hope that our conclusions, and the reasoning upon 
which they are based, will commend themselves to 
the intelligence of the practical farmers of Ireland. 

FUNDAMENTAL PROPOSITIONS. 

Before we can apply our minds earnestly to this 
■question, there are two propositions which I must 
ask you to accept without argument. The first is 
that Irish farming does admit of an improvement 
which, if effected, would involve a vast addition to the 
nation’s .wealth, would greatly enhance the comfort 
•and well-being of the people, and would tend in some 
measure to check the deplorable drain of emigration. 
I shall also ask you to admit that, whatever other cause 
may account for the backwardness of our agricultural 
methods, even if all these causes were removed, a 
thoroughly sound and modern system of agricultural 
education must precede any considerable or rapid 
progress towards a high state of efficiency in this our 


chief industry. If we are thus far agreed — and I am 
sure we shall be — I may proceed, without further 
delay to submit what I believe to be the principles 
upon which such a system, may be provided for Ire- 
land. And let me ask you to bear in mind that 
existing farmers as well as the rising generation have 
to he included in a general scheme, not only because, 
owing to the now constant application of science to 
agriculture, it is difficult for the working farmer un- 
aided to keep himself abreast of every new develop- 
ment, but also, because we need the hearty co- 
operation of the fathers of the young men and the 
young women whom we desire to start out upon a 
career of home industry with the educational advan- 
tages enjoyed by the most progressive agricultural 
communities abroad. 

NECESSITY tor sound principles prom THE OUTSET. 

In outlining a policy on such a vastly important 
subject, the Department has to consider not only 
what is theoretically best, but, also, what is prac- 
ticable having regard to the machinery through which 
it must work, and the funds at its disposal. As you 
will see we do not propose any large capital expendi- 
ture at this stage. Some capital sums now, a good 
deal later on, may have to be sunk in land, buildings, 
and equipment for the purposes of agricultural teach- 
ing. But I cannot exaggerate the importance of 
extreme caution in embarking upon this outlay until 
,we are sure that its utility will he permanent. It 
would be worse than a waste of money and energy, to 
inaugurate elaborate schemes which might be founl 
on experience t>f their working, to have been pre- 
mature or unsound, and which might have to be 
dropped or entirely remodelled. I would impress 
upon you that any waste of the resources of to-day 
by unwise expenditure is a trifling consideration com- 
pared with the mortgage we should be placing upon 
the industrial capacities of future generations of our 
countrymen were we now, at this rajisds in the 
economic life of the nation, to start out upon wrong 
educational lines. 

THE CLASSES WE WANT TO REACH. 

One test which we shall all apply to any system that 
is proposed for the teaching of agriculture will be the 
number of persons actually engaged in the calling of 
agriculture who will be brought within reach of the 
educational facilities afforded. 1 There are in Ireland 
over half a million farmers and labourers with the 
usual proportion of sons and daughters. These can- 
not- all be educated at once ; but they are all part- 
owners of the Department’s funds, and we must tty 
to give them all, so far as possible, an opportunity of 
deriving direct or indirect benefit from the Depart- 
ment’s schemes. Information and advice to the adult, 
rictical education to the. young must be as widely 
iff used as is possible with the funds and the machi- 
nery under our control. 
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I will first discuss the problem of agricultural edu- 
cation in the usually accepted sense of the term as 
applying to the training of young men and young 
women who are of the farming classes. A good deal 
of misconception exists as to what exactly is the 
problem we have to solve. If it were simply a ques- 
tion of the purchase of so many acres, the erection 
and equipment of buildings, the engagement of staffs 
of professors and assistants, I would have published 
a scheme long ago which would have worked splendidly 
— on paper. But here axe the real questions we have 
to answer. Where shall we get the pupils we want 
to teach? For what career shall we seek to fit thena'i 
At what age shall we take them? How long 
a course shall we give them ? What previous 
education must "they have had ? What fees can they 
afford to pay? If we want Agricultural Colleges of 
the type with which we are familiar in England, I 
daresay we could have first rate institutions of the 
kind. Through them we might riot only give what 
is usually considered a good agricultural education 
to selected Irishmen, but we might even attract stu- 
dents from England and Scotland as well. We might 
turn out land agents, surveyors, land stewards, gentle- 
men farmers, colonists, and such like by the score — 
perhaps even an occasional Vice-President ! But. 
while institutions of this kind will, no doubt, find 
a place in our completed system, what I am sure we 
shall most of us agree should be the chief object of 
the Department is to provide an education for young 
men who intend to follow the calling of farmers where 
they are born and bred. We must induce their 
fathers to send them from the farms, and induce 
them to go back to the farms and take their part 
in building up from its very foundations the in- 
dustry upon which by universal agreement the welfare 
of Ireland must, so far as we can see into die future, 
ever mainly depend. There is our practical problem — 
to make Irish farming more profitable, and — I attach 
immense importance to this — more interesting to 
those actually engager! in it. The more you think of 
it the more you will be convinced that it is primarily 
and chiefly a question of education. But the education 
must be applied with a thorough knowledge of the 
conditions of the country, with a discerning sympathy 
with the sentiments which prevail in the _ agricultural 
community, and in a well-considered relation to those 
existing educational systems which, as you are aware, 
are undergoing modifications of . the greatest impor- 
tance to the work we have in hand. 

THE CHIEF DIFFICULTIES TO BE SURMOUNTED. 

We now come face to face with the real difficulties 
which have to be overcome. All educational reform 
is confronted with this adverse condition, that the 
supply has to precede the demand. A full under- 
standing of the value of education, and consequently 
a desire for it, is only given to those who have en- 
joyed its advantages. We have already had the most 
gratifying proof that among the Irish farming classes 
-‘•re to be found far more than the usual proportion 
of local leaders who axe enthusiastic advocates of agri- 
cultural education. Nevertheless, the difficulty I 
have referred to exists in rural communities in Ireland 
as it does elsewhere. And there is another factor to 
be taken into account. The difficulty of getting lured 
labour is increasing year by year, and farmers simply 
cannot afford to send their sons to any school or 
college which is either likely to make them discon- 
tented with the opportunities of their home life, or 
to deprive the farm of their labour, even for a year 
or two, during the .working months. 

Let us, however, for the moment dismiss from our 
minds the difficulty of getting pupils and teachers, 
and apply ourselves to the question — how and where 
the pupils axe to be taught? The further questions, 

• what they are to be taught and from what source the 
new supply of teachers is. to be drawn, I will deal 
with when I come to explain more fully the Depart- 
ment’s system. 


THE RELATIONS BETWEEN AGRICULTURAL EDUCATION *«n 
THE EDUCATIONAL SYSTEMS OF THE COUNTRY ^ 

I must here state another general proposition &bnnf 
education, to which too much importance cannot h 
attached. All the educational systems of a countr 
all its educational institutions are, or at least outfit 
to be, interdependent. Whatever is done in the wa 
of practical education, regard must bo had to tte 
existing educational systems, primary, secondary and 
higher. I press this proposition upon my readers 
because, when in conversation, I have outlined our 
scheme to some whoso opinion I value, I have noticed 
a sense of disappointment that the Department is not 
prepared to introduce with a few bold strokes soma 
startling new developments with an embodiment in 
biicks and 1 mortar .which all the world can see and 
admire. This mode of proceeding has been sufficiently- 
tried both in Agricultural and Industrial Education 
and has given way to the wiser policy of treating the 
education of a country as an organic portion of the- 
country’s life, discharging its varied functions in a 
well considered relation with each other. We must 
profit by the teaching of other countries who have- 
purchased experience in this matter — and purchased 
it often rather dearly— and recognise that when our 
system of agricultural education ia established 1 it 
cannot stand alone. Any school in which agriculture- 
is specially taught will depend for its utility— if not. 
for its pupils — quite as much upon other schools as. 
upon itself. 

Our education systems have made no preparation 
for such institutions as those which most of us thought 
the new Department would hasten to establish. They 
are doing eo, however. The Commissioners of National. 
Education, as you are aware, axe at present endeavour- 
ing to reform their entire -system ; they are introducing, 
into all the National Schools a new programme, the 
prinoipal aim of which is to render the instruction 
in these schools more practical, and to give it a more- 
direct relation to the business in life for which the 
majority of the pupils axe intended. Thus, in the 
primary schools, the attempt is now being made to 
fit the pupils for receiving the benefits of the further- 
stages of practical education whether their careers be- 
agricultural or industrial. At the same time our own 
Department has this year taken over the administra- 
tion of the grant commonly known as the Science and 
Art Grant, which has hitherto been administered by 
the Board of Education, South Kensington ; and vre, 
in our turn have issued a new programme of Experi- 
mental Science, Drawing, Domestic Economy, arid 
Manual Instruction, which will enable all the existing 
secondary schools in Ireland to prepare in their de- 
gree pupils for the further stages of practical educa- 
tion. Furthermore, this new Programme of our De- 
partment has now been adopted as part of their 
general programme by the Commissioners of Inter- 
mediate Education, so that from this year also every 
Intermediate and Secondary School in Ireland will be- 
arded by the grants from our Department and from: 
the Intermediate Education Board to introduce the- 
system, of practical science teaching which is not 
only an important part of general education, but 
which is absolutely necessary .to pupils who desire to 
pass on to the more advanced or more technical stages 
of agricultural education. It is our hope that, while 
nearly all of these schools will take up this new curri- 
culum in the interests of the study of science generally 
in Ireland, some of them — and perhaps others yet to- 
come — where natural conditions and facilities point 
that _ way, will so adapt themselves as to make special 
provision for practical agricultural courses for pupils 
coming from rural districts. The work which at this- 
moment our Department and the other educational 
authorities are engaged in doing in such 1 schools M ; 
absolutely essential for the development of any system 
of agricultural and industrial education, arid the- 
County Councils throughout the country cannot better 
prepare the way for their own and the Departments 
joint educational work, than by helping them in eve iy 
possible way to introduce this great reform.* 
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POSTPONEMENT OE INSTITUTION BUILDING. 

I have, in the foregoing, stated tho case for the 
•utilisation of existing agencies — the development of 
that which we have, rather than the more showy ex- 
pedient of brand new institutions. I think this 
course will approve itself to the mature judgment of 
the country. Nothing would be easier than to copy 
•some of the admirable schemes for agricultural edu- 
cation which Continental countries have made so suc- 
cessful. and to present a plausible appearance of 
•adaptation to our own conditions. While the Recess 
Committee found almost everywhere abroad some 
lessons most applicable to the problem we are dis- 
cussing, they were, quite early in their investigations, 
made alive to the danger of mere servile imitations. 
"These Continental models axe most alluring, because 
they are both efficient and economical. Many of them 
seem so exactly to deal with the conditions of Ireland 
that their transplantation looks as easy as putting up 
a, Swiss chalet on a Wicklow mountain. But what 
does not appear on the face of these schemes is the 
history of their growth and the educational atmos- 
phere with' which they are surrounded. If you will 
give us all the help we ask, we hope, in a not distant 
future to make no poor show alongside of the best of 
them. Meanwhile let us avoid the illusory attempt 
to reap where we have not sown. 

POSTPONEMENT OF PROVINCIAL AGRICULTURAL COLLEGES. 

The provision in our Act of £10.000 to be applied 
in connection with the Munster Institution was 
generally taken to foreshadow the early erection of 
a Provincial Agricultural College, and the Department 
was influentially approached, as soon as it was created, 
with a view to the establishment of similar Institu- 
tions for the provinces of Ulster and Connaught. I 
may say at once that any province which could solve 
its educational problem in this way would find the 
Department most anxious to provide its full share of 
the funds required. It is only human nature that the 
Vice-President should desire to erect such monuments 
to his educational zeal during his term of office. Indeed 
I may confess that I was grievously disappointed when 
certain castles in the air vanished before the know- 
ledge which, owing to the pressure of miscellaneous 
duties, it took me a year to obtain. But, unhappily 
we cannot honestly recommend the country to begin 
at this end, because our system of agricultural edu- 
cation in Ireland, which we are only about to con- 
struct, will not for some years yet be ripe for pro- 
vincial collegiate institutions of this type. They 
might 'do some good, but ft is clear chat they would 
not meet the needs of the half million farmers of 
Ireland, and would not ensure the support of the 
County Councils. They might even do positive harm 
by retarding what you will see presently is one of the 
primary ©beets of the Department — the creation of a 
belief in and a desire for practical education, in the 
minds of the working farmers of Ireland.’ In England 
and in Scotland the County Councils have had the 
same problem to deal with. There they have had the 
start of us in education, and their conditions are much 
more favourable to the provincial college type of insti- 
tution. They have tried this type in many plaoes for 
the past ten years, and so far as the purpose of meeting 
the direct needs of the working farmer is concerned, 
the system has been a failure. Such collages turn out 
agricultural professors, it is true, but they do, not 
turn out farmers, and the farmers do not resort to 
them. They are now beginning to change the system, 
and after ten years of the work of the itinerant instruc- 
tor (to be presently explained) several of them halve 
an agricultural population better fitted for the benefits 
of these institutions. Let us not repeat the mistakes 
of the English and Scottish County Councils, but 
take advantage of the experience they have purchased 
at much expense. 

THE DEPARTMENT’S SCHEME OF AGRICULTURAL 
EDUCATION. 

I have now endeavoured to come to an agreement 
with you as to the objects to be aimed at, arid as- to 
the general principles to be observed in seeking their 
attainment. It has been necessary to devote a good 
deal of space to the discussion of what we ought to 
avoid. The ground had thus to be cleared for the 
presentation of the scheme which the Department sub- 
mits as the best under existing circumstances, and 
which, so far as its local features are concerned, it 


will do its utmost to put into practical operation at the Appendix 
earliest possible moment in any couffty where the XXXI. 
co-operation of the County Council is assured . 

Our scheme at the outset is threefold in its opera- 
twn- It consists of itinerant instruction, of the 
utilisation of existing schools, and of the training of 
teach -ts But at a further stage, which will be 
reached at an earlier or later date according to local 
conditions, but which should not be prematurely 
forced, technical schools to serve a county or smaller 
area, either exclusively or partially for the special 
teaching of agriculture, will be required. These may, 
and we hope will, lead up to higher agricultural in- 
stitutions aided by groups of counties, the provincial 
line being observed if there be any strong sentiment 
or practical convenience to- be served thereby. But 
first let me explain as clearly as I can the different 
steps in the procedure I have outlined, beginning with 
the system of itinerant instruction upon the successful 
operation of which the working out of our scheme 
will largely depend. 

ITINERANT INSTRUCTION. 

We hope eventually to see established as part of 
the educational machinery of every county in Ireland 
an Itinerant Agricultural Instructor whose services 
shall be given exclusively and permanently to the 
particular county to the Council of which he is at- 
tached. If there is one feature of agricultural edu- 
cation which, having been tested to the utmost in 
every country of the world, has stood that test better 
than any other, it is the itinerant instructor. In our 
researches at the time of the Recess Committee this 
was a feature which in every country the administrator 
and the educationist laid stress upon, as showing in- 
variably most fruitful results ; and all the experience 
of the Department since has confirmed us in the faith 
which the experience both of England, Scotland, the 
Continent, Canada, and America, had implanted in 
our minds.* 

Now what are the functions, the work and the 
qualifications of the itinerant instructor? His prin- 
cipal function, in a word, is to be the guide, philosopher 
and friend of the existing farmers. While no doubt, 
a good many of the younger generation, even of the 
boys of school-going age, will derive benefit from 
the teaching of the itinerant instructor, and while 
he will render an important service in supervising 
the practical course of agriculture in the schools in 
the coMnty to be referred to later on, still his main 
concern is with the actual working farmers. For them 
it would be unnecessary to attempt a scheme of sys- 
tematic instruction in the principles of agriculture. 
Comparatively few farmers wish to know by what 
mode of reasoning the scientific expert arrives at the 
conclusion that while one class of soil would be 
benefited by an application of lime, a second should 
have a dressing of basic slag, and a third a mixture 
of basic slag and kainit. Similarly with regard to 
every branch of agriculture, be it crop raising or milk 
production, the average farmer wants to know the 
most profitable practice to follow under a given set 
of conditions. Tell him this and he will readily dis- 
pense with the scientific reasons on which the advice 
is based. But for all that much can be done even in 
this process to increase the number of thinkers among 
the farming classes. Exactly what effect we may 
produce time and the working out of the entire schema 
alone can show. But we should aim at making every 
farmer an observer, an experimenter, and so a pos- 
sible contributor to the progress of Agricultural 
Science. Of course we all know that the chief means 
to this end is, by supplying the youth of the country 
with such a training as will give them the power of 
working out agricultural problems on a scientific basis. 

But by bringing home to the existing farmers what is 
the practical outcome of that which’ has already been 
accomplished by the application of science to agricul- 
ture, a good beginning can be made. Some people 
believe that this can be accomplished by means of the 
agricultural press and by leaflets. We. hold strongly 
that printed information cannot possibly be made as 
efficient as the living agent. 

QUALIFICATIONS OF THE ITINERANT INSTRUCTOR. 

The itinerant instructor must be a man who has had 
a first class training in science — such a training as will 
enable him to rely on his own judgment in deciding 
what should, and what should not, be recommended; 


• Ouriouslv enough. the Commissioners ot National Education tried the experiment half a century ago. It was abandoned as 
wariantable State interfeienoe with industry in the hey-day of the Manchester School. 
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But a first class training in science is not enough. 

If possible, he should have been born to farming, and 
should have been steeped in it from his boyhood. Only 
then can he properly estimate the difficulties ■with 
which the farmer has' to contend. Incalculable ham 
has been done to the cause of agricultural education by 
purely scientific men who too often are accustomed to 
speak lightly of the farmers’ difficulties. In doing so 
they display great ignorance. Accustomed to work 
under the constant conditions that can be- maintained 
in the laboratory they would have the farmer to culti- 
vate his land and feed his animals in accordance with 
formula: deduced from laboratory experiments. They 
overlook the fact that farmers have to contend with a 
number of varying factors of a meteorological, biologi- 
cal or economic nature. Some of these scientific gentle- 
men have ‘themselves tried farming according 
to formula:,, with the result that they have learned 
to place a higher estimate on the intelligence 
of the farmer, and the farmer a lower estimate 
upon the value of scientific training. The Depart- 
ment will set its face against such teachers of agri- 
culture, and more particularly against itinerant in- 
structors in agriculture who are mere scientists, no 
matter how distinguished they may be. 

Before dismissing the question of the qualifications 
of the itinerant instructor, it is desirable to add that 
these instructors should be familiar with, and able to 
accommodate themselves to, the manners and customs 
and the sentiments of the people. I admit that a 
sufficient supply of such men will for some time be 
hard to get. Plenty of them have been born, but few 
made. We are making some, and the Department 
will, as I shall presently explain, lose no time in tak- 
ing the necessary steps to meet the demand for these 
functionaries, which is already growing apace. But 
it must be remembered that the training of a func- 
tionary of this special and important type is not the 
work of a day, and that it will be wiser to wait for a 
thoroughly trained and competent man than to ap- 
point a man imperfectly qualified to discharge such 
very responsible duties. 

WORK OF THE ITINERANT INSTRUCTOR. 

I will now give a rough sketch of the work and 
functions of the itinerant instructor. It is during the 
winter months that farmers have most leisure to at- 
tend meetings; the work of the itinerant instructor 
should therefore begin early in October, and should at 
that stage take the form of lectures on subjects chosen 
to suit the class of farming in the respective districts. 
The county should be divided into districts which 
might, or might not, . correspond with the rural dis- 
tricts, and the lecturer’s time so arranged that he 
would get over the whole county by an early date in 
March. Let us suppose that a county has five dis- 
tricts; than the lecturer remains four weeks in each, 
and that he delivers five lectures per week. Let us 
further suppose that five centres are selected in each 
district, named A, B, C, D, and E, respectively. At 
A, the instructor would lecture on four consecutive 
Monday evenings; at B, on four consecutive Tues- 
day evenings. At C, on four consecutive Wednes- 
day evenings, and so on. A week would then elapse 
between two lectures at any centre, which would give 
the farmer ample time to think over the preceding 
lecture, and make a note of questions to be asked at 
the next meeting. 

Having spent four weeks in one district, the instruc- 
tor would pass on to the second district, and having 
spent four weeks there, would pass on to the others 
in turn. In twenty weeks he would have got round 
the five districts, and would have delivered 100 lec- 
tures. At each centre, in a circuit or district, a local 
committee would be formed, composed of County 
Councillors, Rural District Councillors, or other per- 
sons selected owing to their interest in the work. The 
duty of the committee would be to advertise the lec- 
tures by means of j'osters, leaflets or advertisements 
in the local papers, and arrange for a chairman at 
each meeting, and for the heating and lighting of the 
room, which would usually be in the National school. 

The business of the itinerant instructor would be to 
treat the subject of each lecture in a practical manner, 
stating what definite facts are known with regard to 
to it, and to reply to questions which should be freely 
invited at the close of each address. It has been found 
in Ireland, and elsewhere, that the discussion and 
questions at the close of each lecture are even more 
valuable and take up more time than the lecture it- 


self. The importance of this cannot be over-estimated 
as it gives farmers an opportunity of stating their 
experiences, which is profitable, not only to the rest 
of the audience, but also to the instructor himself, who 
in turn carries from parish to parish valuable practi- 
cal information. 

In addition to the lectures in the evening the in- 
structor should, during the day, visit the farms in the 
neighbourhood, when invited to do so, and inspect the 
lands, buildings, and stock, in order that, knowing the 
conditions under which farming is carried on, he may- 
be able to frame his information to suit the require 
ments of the district. As it would be an important 
part of his work in spring and summer to conduct 
field experiments with manures and seeds, the fields 
on which these tests are to be made should be chosen 
during the time he is stationed in the district 
so as to save valuable time in spring when he would 
be busy attending to these experiments on the de- 
monstration plots. 

During summer, field demonstrations should be ar- 
ranged for the purpose of showing the influence of 
the manures used in the experiments and the good or 
bad qualities of any new variety of potato, grain, or 
other crop which may have been put under test. In 
autumn he would have to see these crops harvested, 
and prepare leaflets giving the results of the trials, 
which should also form the subject of further lectures. 

But the work of the itinerant instructor would not 
end in a district where he had given his lectures and 
conducted an experiment. The number of questions 
on practical subjects which continue to arrive at the 
Department, show quite clearly that there is a grow- 
ing demand for information on specific subjects, and 
the demand always increases in districts where the 
itinerant instructor has been at work stimulating 
thought and action among farmers. It would be the 
duty of the instructor to be always ready to answer 
questions addressed to him by letter from farmers in any 
part of the county. Such questions for example as the 
best mixture of manure for different crops and soils— 
the best mixtures of grasses for any special purpose-r 
the best and cheapest forms of feeding studs for milk 
production or for calf-feeding, or for kindred pur- 
poses — the money value of artificial manures — where 
new varieties of seed potatoes are to be obtained — the 
name of a grass — the name of a weed, and what is 
known concerning the best method of eradicating it— 
how the smaller farmer may take advantage of the 
Department's live stock schemes, or of any other which 
may be issued — and a host of similar questions too 
numerous to mention. 

In addition to all this tt would bo his duty to keep 
constantly under his eye the practical agricultural 
course given in such schools in the county as included 
such a course m their curriculum. 

A.n itinerant instructor who can gain the confidence 
of the people, and who, by showing a readiness to 
assist them in procuring the most recent information 
on every subject connected with their business, can 
become a power for great good in a county, and it is 
this class of Instructor that the Department wish 
to see. 

OTHER FORMS OF ITINERANT INSTRUCTION. 

I have spoken hitherto of only one type of the 
itinerant instructor — the Instructor in Agriculture— 
because this is in the main, the permanent type whose 
work wo hope to see established as part of the Tegular 
administrative life of every county. But there will 
be other instructors for special subjects and indus- 
tries. Already in a few counties we have itinerant 
instructors in poultry-keeping, whose business is to 
teach, especially the women — the wives and daughters 
of the farmers and labourers — how to rear poultry on 
the most efficient lines. Similarly we hope there will 
be dairy instructresses and teachers of bee-keeping, 
cottage gardending, fruit-growing, and every smulw 
industry by means of which the labourer and small 
farmer can be shown how to make the most of n is 
holding. We hope, moreover, to have itinerant in- 
struction in cookery and domestic economy, provifl 
for districts in which the school facilities do no 
suffice for the teaching of these subjects to the gins 
the agricultural classes. To these matters I will rei 
again further on. 

THE TEACHING OF AGRICULTURE AT SCHOOLS 

I hope some counties will demonstrate in the near 
future that I have not exaggerated the assistance 
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may give to and get from the existing farmers in 
setting our new educational system to work through 
the scheme of itinerant instruction carried out in the 
manner I have detailed. This is, however, only one 
means towards the educational development we have in 
our minds. We are quite aware that we shall only 
begin to discover the possibilities of farming when 
science is properly applied to it, and this can only be 
when we have, among the farmers themselves, a body of 
men trained from school days to observe and interpret 
accurately the influence of environment on plant and 
animal life. It i» to the younger generation ve must 
look for this class, and it will not be long before the 
advance guard of them comes to our assistance. For 
ibis reason we must have, as soon as possible, a 
graduated system of education, of which practical 
science will form an important part. 

I say “ practical ” science because I desire to em- 
phasise the purpose that scientific training will serve 
in our secondary schools. It is now recognised that 
mere information in regard to the facts of science con- 
stitutes only a part — and a small part— of the func- 
tion that science should exorcise in an education in- 
tended to fit a youth for the business of life. The 
instruction must be directed to the cultivation of a 
habit of thought, to the scientific method, and to secure 
this, it becomes necessary that the student should not 
merely be told, but that- he should find out these facts 
for himself— as far as may be— under careful and en- 
lightened direction. As much depends upon the 
manner in which he has acquired this knowledge as 
upon the actual possession of it. 

In primary education, as you are aware, we have no 
direct function. But we must rely upon the Commis- 
sioners of National Education to give us a good foun- 
dation to build upon, as they must rely UDon us to 
see to the stability of the superstructure. They know 
what we want. We do not want children m the pri- 
mary school to be taught practical farming. School 
farms are based on a wholly wrong conception of the 
training of the young mind at rhe age when the 
greatest effect is produced in the moulding of the 
faculties. Some educationists equally condemn school 
gardens, though I should say they might at least be 
made healthful, pleasureable, and elevating adjuncts 
to the playground. What we do want, and what the 
National Education Commissioners are now preparing 
to provide is, that the children should be given elemen- 
tary notions of science, and a training of the faculty 
of observation through illustrations of scientific teach- 
ing drawn from the physical surroundings of rural 
life — a course which has come to ce called iNature 
knowledge.” 

AN EDUCATIONAL GAB. 

At the present time when a boy in any Irish rural 
district has completed his career at the National 
school, sav at the age of thirteen, usually his educa- 
tion stops". This is the most serious gap in our edu- 
cational system. The years troru thirteen to, say, 
seventeen, are the formative years, the most valuable 
years for the purpose of education, and these years, to 
the vast majority of Irish countrj lads, are educa- 
tionally lost. In many districts the boy is put to 
work about the farm at thirteen, or even earlier; in 
other districts he may not take his part in the regular 
labour of the farm till lie is fourteen or fifteen ; but 
everywhere his education ceases once he has left tne 
National school, and everywhere the country boy, at 
this period of his life, practically runs loose during 
the winter months. The effect of this experience 
generally is, that at the age of seventeen lie has tor- 
gotten the best of anything he learned at school. He is 
thus, moreover, quite unfitted to receive the clap or 
grade of agricultural education which in a developed 
system would be available for young men of that age. 
Now this, I need not say, is no way to bring out the 
intelligence of the Irish farming class. It is indeed 
the most effective way that could be conceived of 
stultifying that intelligence. I thin* the best work 
we shall do with our scheme of agricultural education 
in rural districts will be to fill up this disastrous 
educational gap. • ,, , ,. . ,, 

We propose to arrange so that the education of the 
country child need not stop when he has passed the 
sixth class of the primary school, but may be continued. 
We propose to open the door of the secondary school, 
or the secondary stage of education to him and to adapt 
the teaching in the secondary grade so as directly to 
advance him in the practical training necessary for 
his career in life. If the primary school does its 
part, the boy who completes his course therein, will 


be qualified to enter a secondary school ; and if the Appendix 
secondary schools — existing schools situated in c'oun- XXXI. 
try towns, or in or near rural districts, or new 
secondary schools, which may hereafter be started, or 
National schools which may in certain rural centres 
find it possible to add on to • their > primary work a 
secondary and practical side — if such schools do their 
part, they will be in a position, to begin with, to give 
the boy two years, or two winter courses of essential 
training in practical science, together with a training 
in the keeping of farm accounts and the conducting of 
business correspondence, and to continue at the same 
time his general education. At the end of these two 
years or, perhaps, in some cases, during these years, 
the boy will be fit for a special course of practical or 
technical agriculture. This course should last for two 
winter sessions of about five monins each — the winter 
sessions being selected so as not to take the boy from 
the work of the farm during the busy months of the 
year — and should, if possible, be given at one of the 
secondary, or one of the developed primary schools 
above referred to. The course wherever given would 
be under the constant supervision of the county 
itinerant instructor and of the inspectors of the De- 
partment. Now all along that road from the primary 
school onward, the way of the rural boy must be 
facilitated. We propose that the secondary school, 
which will be aided by our grants and those of the 
County Councils shall give its teaching, so far as may 
be possible, at such fees as will be withiii the reach 
of the poorest. And we propose that for every rural 
district, by means of grants from the County Council 
aided by grants from the Department, a certain num- 
ber of scholarships or “ bursaries ” shall be provided 
which will enable boys leaving the primary schools to 
obtain their training in the secondary schools free ; 
and we propose that this system of aid by bursaries 
and scholarships shall be continued through every edu- 
cational grade, so that after the secondary grade the 
more brilliant or exceptional boys who had shown a 
special aptitude for the advanced study of agricul- 
tural science might pass on from the secondary school 
to the agricultural College, and so on up to the re- 
organised Royal College of Science and the Univer- 
sity. Thus, I hope we shall be able fairly to boast, 
when our work is sufficiently developed, that we have 
opened an avenue by which the son of the poorest 
farmer or labourer who has sufficient native talent, 
may advance, free of cost to his father, from the rural 
primary school right up to the highest institutions in 
which "will be trained the future Irish savants and 
professors whose duty it will be to Carry on and de- 
velop the work of applying science to our agricultural 
problems. 

A word must here be said in regard to the education 
of girls. For girls we hope to establish a similar link, 
as in the case of boys, between the primary and the 
secondary school; and in the girls’ secondary schools 
special emphasis will be given to the teaching of Do- 
mestic Science. This needs no justification. What- 
ever he.r future in life may be, a girl will, in all pro 
bability, sooner or later, be concerned with the care and 
well-being of others, and a training in household 
management (including cookery, &e.), the principles 
governing the maintenance of health (including sick- 
nursing) and the care of the young, must be regarded 
as an important part of a girls' educational equip- 
ment. As those girls for whom this scheme makes 
special provision, will belong to the agricultural 
classes, this teaching should include also, dairying, 
poultry management, and care of farming stock, &c. 

In many districts instruction of this kind must be 
taken to the very doors of our people, and just as in 
the matter of agricultural education, so in regard to 
what, for the want of a better term we may call house- 
hold economy, we hope by means of well-trained 
itinerant instructresses to carry this means of training 
into even remote rural districts. 

THE HIGHER INSTITUTIONS AND THE TRAINING OP 
TEACHERS. 

The Department do not disguise from themselves the 
difficulty which confronts the launching of such a 
scheme as I am describing, owing to the dearth of 
qualified teachers for the new work. But - for the 
earlier stages of the work in the schools— for that Pro 
gramme in Experimental Science, Drawing, Manual 
Instruction, and Domestic Economy already referred 
to— much can be done by a series of special courses, 
given to existing Science and Art Teachers, which the 
Department have organised in centres at Dublin, Cork, 

F 2 
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and Belfast. The training of teachers for special agri- 
cultural instruction will be slower work. For the 
training of these, however, the Department have at 
hand certain educational agencies which happily they 
can adapt to their purposes. 

The Department have taken over, as you are aware, 
the existing institutions known as the Albert Model 
Farm, Glasnevin, and the Munster Dairy School and 
Agricultural Institute at Cork. Although, for reasons 
I nave fully set out above, we do not intend at present 
to multiply such institutions, we mean to make the 
utmost use of those which we already have. We shall 
immediately take steps to organise the work both at 
Glasnevin and at Cork, so as to make them serve the 
objects of the Department’s general education pro- 
gramme. As that programme demands instruction 
both for young men and young women, and as the 
present system of having alternate classes of men and 
women at each institution is attended with consider- 
able loss of efficiency, the Department have resolved to 
re-organise and extend the existing Munster Dairy 
School as a higher class school of farm and domestic 
economy for girls only. On the domestic side the pupils 
will be taught Laundry -work, Cooking, Needlework, 
&c., while on the farm side, the Department hope to 
equip the school for the highest form of dairy in- 
struction, coupled with such other branches of in- 
struction’ as are required to fit young women either 
to become farmers’ wives, dairymaids, or instructresses 
in these subjects. Fortunately, the past history of the 
Munster Dairy School shows that it has a distinct 
sphere of utility in tire technical training of girls. 
What is obviously required is that this branch of its 
work should be encouraged, and the Department will 
spare no effort in making the institution one of the 
best of its kind in any country. 

Tlie question of the provision for male agricultural 
pupils in connection with the Munster Institute, as 
distinct from the existing Dairy School, is one which 
the nature of the case suggests should be specially con- 
sidered, in the first instance, from the point of view 
of so important a county as Cork. Whether that pro- 
vision should take the form of a technical agricultural 
school of the secondary grade already described, which 
might grow eventually into a provincial College, or 
whether the County Council will prefer to delay their 
help towards meeting local educational needs in the 
less ambitious directions until the situation is ripe 
for a Collegiate institution, practical circumstances 
will determine, and, I am confident, will determine 
satisfactorily. What is manifest is, that for such a 
demand for the higher grades of agricultural teaching 
as at present exists in Ireland or as is likely to exist 
for the next two or three years, there is ample pro- 
vision now at the disposal of the Department in other 
institutions, th© more important of which the Imperial 
Exchequer will fully maintain without our having to 
draw either on the Department’s special endowment, 
or . on the rates of the County Councils. The institu- 
tions to which I refer are the Albert Model Farm, 
Glasnevin, and the Royal College of Science. Until 
it becomes clear that these institutions are insufficient 
to meet the increasing needs for higher agricultural 
teaching for male students, the Department cannot re- 
commend any province to devote its resources to pro- 
viding locally for this grade of technical instruction. 

The Glasnevin Institution, then, in its turn, will 
cease to take in female pupils, and will be re-organised 
and altered, so as to fit it still more completely for 
the training of young men who intend to follow the 
higher branches of farming, or to become instructors 
in technical agriculture. In the past ther-e has been a 
fair demand for instruction of this kind at this In- 
stitution, but the demand for places has not equalled 
the capacity of the school. Now that it is to be made 
an institution entirely to be devoted to young men, 
it is expected that for some time to come* it will fat- 
more than suffice to meet the normal demand, as well 
as the special demand, created bv the introduction of 
the programme of the Department. I may add that 
courses for young men desiring to become creamery 
managers will be continued there. I will not enter 
here into the details of the character of the instruction 
to be imparted or of the changes and additions that 
are about to be made at this institution. It is suffi- 
cient for me to state that no effort will be spared to 
make its equipment of the best. 

It is not, however, proposed that the young men 
who attend the Glasnevin Institution should be pro- 
vided there with a training in the very highest forms 
of agricultural science or with facilities for agricul- 
tural research. For this purpose there is available 


a still higher institution, which is now also under the. 
control of the Department, viz., the Royal College of 
Science in Dublin, which is about to be thoroughly re _ 
organised so as to take its place, as the principal 
Technical College for Ireland, in the educational pro- 
gramme of the Department. That programme, in- 
deed, would be incomplete if it did not provide Ire- 
land with at least one institution for the very highest 
form of teaching and research in science applied to. 
industries and agriculture, and the Department are- 
fortunate in having such an institution to their hand. 
Among other developments which it is intended shall', 
take place at this institution is the provision of a 
Chair in Agriculture, which will be one of the most 
important faculties. Unlike the other Institutions 
which must be maintained out of the Department's 
own endowment and local rates, the Royal College of 
Science is to be rebuilt, staffed, and specially equipped, 
as well as maintained out of funds furnished by the- 
Imperial Treasury. As the Department are fully alive 
to the necessity for providing the highest form of 
scientific research, they hope to make this institution 
under its new form rank among the best in Europe. 

The highest form of agricultural instruction and 
agricultural research can only be carried out efficiently 
where land and farm buildings are available. It is 
proposed, therefore, that there should be a close con- 
nection between the Agricultural Faculty of the Royal 
College of Science and the Model Farm at Glasnevin, 
where, in addition to the provision for the training 
of technical agriculture with which I have already 
dealt, a special provision will be made for attacking 
those problems which the staff of itinerant instructors 
show require solution for the benefit of Irish agricul- 
ture. 

Anticipating the re-organisation of the Glasnevin 
Institute and of the Royal College of Science, as well 
as the demand for itinerant instructors, the Depart- 
ment, as far back as last October, provided facilities 
for laying the foundation for intending instructors of 
agriculture. They then entered for the first session 
of a complete three- years’ course six farmers’ sons. 
A further batch will lie put iu training this year, and 
this process will be. continued until the demand has been 
■ fully met. We are also considering the provision of 
a limited number of travelling scholarships for young 
men whose capacity as teachers seems likely to be in- 
creased thereby. 

There is already an urgent demand from some 
counties where this part of the system is already under- 
stood, for itinerant instructors, and many other 
counties will soon be on the look-out. In the hope that 
a certain number of young men might be found who 
had already had a sufficient amount of scientific train- 
ing and practical experience to require a compara- 
tively short further training to fit them for this work, 
the Department made provision for special courses of 
instruction in agricultural subjects to be given in 
Dublin this summer, and they invited such young 
men as ha-1 the necessary qualifications to make ap- 
plication to attend these courses, in order 1© equip 
themselves if possible for entering upon the work of 
itinerant instructors next October, by which time 
we may be in a position to meet a moderate demand. 
Such a plan as this is, I need not say, a mere expedient 
for supplying the more pressing needs of the moment. 

KtiniL INDUSTRIES. 

There is one factor which should be kept in view in 
considering a system of agricultural education for 
Ireland, and that is the development of rural indus- 
tries. I have refrained hitherto from referring to 
rural industries in this Memorandum, for fear of 
overloading a scheme which is mainly educational. 
At the last meeting of the Council of Agriculture, 
however, an interesting discussion took place which 
convinced us that our scheme would not be hampered 
or misunderstood, but, on the contrary, would be ren- 
dered far more acceptable and gain many valuable 
adherents, if we made it clear that we aim, not only 
at the improvement of the farming industry in all 
its branches, but also at the profitable and congenial 
home employment of the farmer’s family. The De- 
partment are quite alive to this vital element of the 
question. As the Recess Committee’s Report pointed 
out, there are only about 240 days in the year during 
which people can work upon the land, and " how to fill 
the remaining interval, for a population mainly agri- 
cultural, with remunerative, wholesome and dignity- 
ing occupation is, not only an economic, but a social 
and moral problem of the highest interest to a 
nation.” The general need moreover, of not merely 
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educating the people in industrial pursuits, but also 
of endeavouring to secure that they will find scope for 
their abilities in industries here at home rather than 
elsewhere is, of course, evident. We want to make our 
educational system not an impetus to emigration, but 
an element in minimising the exodus from our coun- 
try. Educated farmers and artisans working in Ire- 
land — such is our ideal. 

But it is important here that a clear line of distinc- 
tion should be drawn between industries that require 
the labour of the worker all the year round and all the 
working day — and which are most suitable to urban 
communities — and industries intended to furnish oc- 
cupation for the spare time of an agricultural popula- 
tion. It is these latter we are here considering, and it 
cannot be too clearly understood that such industries 
should be regarded as subsidiary to agriculture, and 
that it would be a most unsound course if, for their 
sake, the tillers of the soil should come to neglect the 
main industry of agriculture, or the womenldnd of the 
farmer’s family give less attention to those duties con- 
nected both with the farm and the household which 
are the most valuable contribution they can make to 
the economy of rural life. 

This principle borne in mind, the development of 
home industries in agricultural districts can be pur- 
sued with all available energy. The successful intro- 
duction of such industries will call for much thought, 
careful experiment, and patient effort. The Congested 
Districts Board have shown that much can be done by 
direct teaching and judicious subsidies. We cannot 
quite follow in their steps, for we have not nearly the 
same amount of funds available for this mode of 
action. On the other hand, we can, to a degree not 
practicable in the congested area, lean upon private 
enterprise which, when supplemented by our system 
of practical education, must after all be the chief 
factor in the actual creation or development of in- 
dustries. When the children of the people have had, 
from the earliest educational stage, the training of 
the hand and eye, the systematic development of the 
faculty of observation, and, in the further educational 
stages, specialised instruction having a direct relation 
with agricultural and industrial life, we shall have 
the greatest of all agencies for the development of 
industries — a trained population. The work of so train- 
ing the population (as will have been seen if this Mem- 
orandum has succeeded in making its meaning clear) 
has begun already. But it will take some years before 
this process will have produced its chief result. In the 
meantime, much may be done by careful local enterprise 
and initiative, aided by special information, special 
instruction, and other forms of special aid furnished 
by the Department. The County Councils must assist 
in promoting such rural industries as circumstances 
determine to be suitable to their respective districts. 
Expert industrial instructors will be provided by the 
Department for these industries when proper local 
action has been taken, and the Department will labour 
to qualify itself to act as, so to speak, the Intelligence 
Office of the country, for such industrial development. 

It would be but a waste of time to give here lists of 
possible industries, or to discuss their relative suita- 
bility to the various parts of the country. Outside the 
poultry, dairying, and flax industries, they should, let 
it be repeated, be small home and cottage handicrafts, 
or industries directly connected with agricultural crops 
or fruit, such as cider -making, starch-making, fruit 
preserving, &c. Perhaps one possible notable exception 
may be mentioned — the woollen industry, which might 
become a large factory industry in rural districts. But 
it should be remembered that industries of this latter 
l.ind require capital and commercial enterprise for 
their development. The chief eventual factor to be 
provided in order to attract capital and enterprise is 
an industrial class — a class with the habits and 
methods of industrial life-yin a .word 1 , a trained 
iabour supply. And education liberally interpreted 
will prove the principal means to this end. 

UNIFORMITY IN PRINCIPLE — VARIETY AND ELASTICITY 
IN DETAIL. 

It may appear strange to some who read this scheme 
that the Department should in such an important 
matter have felt justified in propounding one general 
policy for the whole of Ireland. A little thought upon 
the objects which it is sought to attain, and the 
machinery to be set in motion, will show the necessity 
of proceeding upon well-defined uniform principles 
in agricultural education. The necessity arises from 


the nature of all sound educational work, and it is Appendix 
especially felt in connection with that co-ordination XXXL 
which it is so important to establish between +he dif- " 

ferent educational systems of the country. These 
systems ought to be administered upon uniform prin- 
ciples, and, if we were to launch a lot of schemes based 
upon no definite idea, and having no common prin- 
ciples underlying them, it would be Impossible for the 
other educational authorities, however anxious they 
might be to do their part in the elevation of our rural 
life, to extend to us that hearty co-operation without 
which any attempt to solve the problem of agricultural 
education would but make confusion worse confounded. 

In thus insisting that the principles upon which we 
proceed must be uniform, let me make it quite clear 
that there will be equal necessity for. the greatest 
elasticity in the practical application. Elasticity is 
dictated by the variety of local conditions to be met 
with in Ireland — a variety remarkable in proportion 
to the size of the country. Even excluding the Con- 
gested Districts, we find wholly diverse systems of agri- 
culture, from dairying to flax cultivation, from barley- 
growing to cattle grazing. There will also be . the 
greatest variety in the number of pupils seeking agri- 
cultural education, and in the time which it may be 
necessary to take in the different counties for the 
various stages of the scheme to mature before further 
progress is attempted. The teacher difficulty, which 
will, I fear, be acute for some years, will act as an 
automatic brake upon any too precipitate educational 
developments. 


Conclusion. 

I have now dischaiged to the best of my ability, the 
task of submitting on behalf of the Department in 
l-road outline a comprehensive scheme of agricultural 
education for Ireland. If we gain a general accep- 
tance for what we have thought out, we shall enter 
upon our task with a force of enlightened public 
opinion behind the County Councils and the Central 
Authority, which will ensure the smooth and effective 
working of the new machinery. I have not attempted 
to steer a safe course between the two rocks of destruc- 
tive criticism, upon one or other of which attempts 
to deal practically with Irish problems are most com- 
monly wrecked. Some will say that the scheme as- 
sumes a degree of educational zeal which belonged to> 
generations of Irishmen long ago, which may~ 
characterise generations yet unborn, but which is not . 
manifest to-day. I admit that I have formed a high-, 
estimate of the educational spirit of my countrymen, 
and the circulation of this pamphlet among Irish far- 
mers with the full approval of the Agricultural Board 
shows that they are of the same mind. Others who - 
nave great influence upon the thought and action of 
the Irish people have no patience with any partial 
attempts to deal with national problems, the solution 
of which, in their opinion, must either await the con- 
cession or the abandonment of a political demand. 
In reply I have only to say that, by which ever side 
this view may be put forward we cannot afford to • 
yield to it. The latest Census figures are on all our 
minds, and tell the tale of a continued exodus even 
more exhausting in the quality than in the quantity 
of the drain. We must remember that the pheno- 
menon of a rural exodus is not peculiar to Ireland' 
now; the depletion of rural districts is going on in- 
most European countries. The problem of how to re- 
habilitate rural life is not exclusively an Irish pro- 
blem. . But in Ireland its solution is of greater urgency 
than in any other country, for the simple reason that 
the towns to which our people fly are three thousand 
miles from our shores. What is but migration else- 
where is emigration here. These considerations 
clearly indicate the necessity for a many-sided national 
effort. Happily the social side of Irish rural life is 
being brightened by more than one new movement, 
which, so far from diverting the attention of the rural 
Classes from the urgent need for an improved system 
of practical education, will incline them to extend a 
sympathetic hearing to aill honest proposals for en- 
hancing the happiness and comfort of Irish families 
in Irish homes. The scheme I have outlined at least 
has this end in view. It is conceived, we trust, with 
a fuH knowledge of Irish difficulties, of Irish capa- 
cities, and of Irish sentiment. We roly upon those 
to whom these pages are addressed to see that it plays 
a useful part m the upbuilding of our country. 

Horace Plunkett. 
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Copy of Correspondence with Live Stock Salesmen in Scotland and England respecting the 
*-*•■*» Irish Cattle exported for sale in recent years. 


Department of Agriculture and Technical Instruction Inquiry Commiiiee. 


4 th November, 1906. 

Dear Sie, 

Th© above Committee, of which Sir Kenelm 
Digby, k.c., g.c.b., is Chairman, understand that you 
are in a position to give information on the question 
of Irish cattle. 

The Committee would feel much obliged if you will 
be so good as to state whether your experience as 
Salesman enables you to say whether, in recent years, 
there has been a change, and, if so, in what direction 
in the quality of Irish store or fat cattle consigned 
for sale in England or Scotland. 

Yours faithfully, 

J. J. Taylor, 

Secretary. 

18, Lower Baggot street, Dublin. 


Belmont Auction Maet. 

Abeedeen, 

9f/t November, 1906. 

S'ie, 

We find that Irish cattle coming here within re- 
cent years have, as a general rule, improved in breed- 
ing very much — this more, so in the case of Shorthorn 
crosses. The black Polled do not seem to have gone 
so far ahead, there always being a feeling among our 
farmers when buying that there is a touch of the Gal- 
loway in them. They would prefer them bred from 
the Shorthorn and Black Aberdeen Angus or Angus 
with Angus. As to shorthorn cross calves, although 
they are coming fully 'better bred we think they want 
condition they once came forward in, and from what 
we learn that is caused by being brought up on poorer 
milk, only in many cases receiving what has gone 
through the creamery. 

Yours faithfully, 

A. Middleton & Sons. 


Abeedeen, 

6 th Nov., 1906. 

Dear Sie, 

In answer to your letter of 4th inst., my expe- 
rience of the Irish store cattle is that they have 
greatly improved in quality in recent years ; the same 
holds good with regard to the fat cattle. 

This is especially noticeable in Irish cattle that have 
been crossed with a black Polled Aberdeenshire bull, 
but Irish cattle crossed with a Galloway bull are not 
nearly of such good quality. 

I have had forty years’ experience in the cattle 
trade, .and have bought and sold a very large number 
of Irish cattle. I also sell, on an average, fifty Irish 
- dairy cows every week, and I can also say that they 
.are very much improved in quality. 

Yours truly, 

John Duncan. 


College Hill, 

Shrewsbury, England, 

8 th Nov., 1906. 

Dear Sie, 

In reply to yours, we have had considerable ex- 
perience in the selling of Irish cattle for a good num- 
ber of years, extending back into the eighties, and 
we are certainly of opinion that they have improved 
in quality during that period. 

In reference to the quality of some of the Irish 
cattle that are sent over here, we are afraid there is 
a considerable number of dishorned Kerries sent and 
sold as Aberdeen Angus cross, and we are certain that 
in several cases this has deterred feeders from buying 
the genuine article, as they had an unfortunate ex- 
perience with the dishorned Kerries. 


Yours faithfully, 


Alfeed Mansell & Co. 


Macdonald, Eraser, & Co., Ltd., 

Live Stock Salesmen, 

Dunfermline, 

20th Nov., 1906. 

Deae Sirs, 

In regard to your inquiry about Irish cattle, we 
may state that we put a great number of these 
through our hands in the course of a year— perhaps 
more than any other firm in the trade. 

In recent years we find that there has been a great 
improvement in the breeding, and command much 
better prices, as they are more easily fattened, and 
when sold as fat bring two or three shillings more per 
cwt. The fat cattle that are now being sent across 
bring quite as much per cwt. as our good Scotch cattle, 
which a few years ago we could not get for them. 

There is no doubt but that the hulls which have 
been sent across recently have made a vast improve- 
ment 

Yours respectfully, 

J. Ross, Director. 


Castleton, Meigle, 

1st Dec., 1906. 

Deae Sie, 

Absence from home has prevented my answering 
your letter of enquiry as to store cattle till now. 

Irish stores of all ages have been coming to Scotland 
of late years of a much better class, showing a decided 
improvement in breeding, and this year have landed 
in exceptionally good condition. More especially is 
this the case in the younger classes, which are now ‘i 
more demand to bring to early maturity, since 1 0 
older heavy cattle, when fat, are a drug in the mar- 
ket. Black Polled cattle are now landing here o 
as quite as good a class, and as well bred, as we ca 
rear in our Glens in Forfarshire. Altogether the 
•is a marked improvement in the breeding of st 
cattle in Ireland during the last ten years. 

Yours truly, 

Thomas Wedderspoon. 
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'f John Swan & Sons, Lm, 

Live Stock Agents, 

6 Clifton Terrace, Edinburgh, 

12th Dec., 1906. 

Dear Sie, 

Yours of the 4th was duly received. During re- 
cent years the general quality of the Irish store cattle 
that come to thi6 country has greatly improved, and 
a marked contrast for the better very noticeable. The 
two-year-old Polled bullocks leave very little to be de- 
sired, and are greatly bought by the Scotch feeders — 
in fact, very many of them prefer them to the Eng- 
lish bred cattle, as they grow to be considerably 


heavier weights. The bulk of the stirks, too, are also Appendix 
of a good class, more especially from the central dis- XXXII. 
tricts of Ireland. The fat cattle are improving in 
like proportion, end this season many buyers prefer 
them to home-grazed cattle, as they give more satis- 
faction when slaughtered. There is very consider- 
able room for improvement in the transit of stock 
from Ireland to Scotland, more especially on the Sligo 
route. At this time of the year not a week passes 
but what we have claims for damages done to cattle 
on board the vessels, and I think that this is a matter 
for which there is great room for improvement. 

Yours truly, 

James Swan. 
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Return of the number of Instructors employed in each County in the undermentioned subjects. 




“Itinerant Instructor acts as Teaoher o£ Agricultural Classes 
(a) One Instructor for two Counties. (6) One Instructor for three 
Counties. 

t Horticultural Instructor gives instruction in Bee-keeping. 


Note. — The Itinerant Instructors in Agriculture in 
Cavan, Down, and Wexford recently resigned their 
positions, and it has not yet been possible to secure 
the services of qualified men to fill these vacancies. 
Two of the Instructors referred to are now in the 
employment of the Department, and the third has left 
the country. 

T. P. GILL, 

Secretary. 


9th January, 1907. 


Department oe Agriculture and Technical 
Instruction for Ireland. 
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APPENDIX No. XXXIV. 


SCHEME OF INSTRUCTION IN AGRICULTURE. 
1905-6. 


Appoint- 1. The Department are prepared, provided a suit- 
Satruotor Instructor in Agriculture can be obtained, to 

approve of the appointment of at least one such per- 
son for each county in Ireland. In the case of new 
appointments no person shall be eligible for an 
Instructorship in the county of which he is a native, 
or in which he resides permanently. 

2. The Department will, as far as possible, assist 
the County Committee in obtaining an Instructor, by 
supplying the names of persons qualified for the post. 
Remunera- 3. The remuneration of the Instructor shall not, 
tion of except in special cases, exceed £200 per annum, in- 
Instructor. c i U sive of maintenance and hotel expenses, in addition 
to expenses of locomotion, which include second or 
third class railway fare as decided by the County 
Committee, car hire when necessary, or a biovcle 
allowance not exceeding 2d. per mile in lieu thereof. 
Duration of 4. The employment of the Instructor under this 
ment nt scheme shall not continue beyond the 30th September, 
1906, and is terminable at any time previous to that 
date by the giving of three months’ notice in writing 
on either side. 

Duties of 5. It will be the duty of the Instructor to deliver 
Instructor. course s of lectures on agricultural subjects, such as 
soils, manures, seeds, pastures, crops and their cul- 
tivation, breeding, feeding, and management of live 
stock ; to visit farms ; to conduct such experiments 
and demonstrations in spring and summer as may he 
approved by the Department ; to select suitable land 
for this purpose ; to supervise the sowing of the seeds 
and manures and the keeping of the plots free from 
weeds ; to weigh the produce, tabulate the figures, and 
prepare a report on the results ; to assist, if required, 
in the teaching of Agricultural Classes established 
with the appioval of the Department ; to reply to let- 
ters from farmers seeking information; to advise 
farmers how they may avail themselves of the Depart- 
ment’s Live Stock Schemes and of the Department’s 
Seed-Testing Station ; to make known the provisions 
of the Fertilizers end Feeding Stuffs Act ; to advise 
farmers how they can best avail themselves of all 
schemes which may be adopted by the County Com- 
mittee and by the Department, and how they may 
take advantage of agricultural organisation ; to report 
to the Department and to the County Committee re- 
garding the progress of his work, either weekly or 
-otherwise, as may be required ; and generally to give 
"his whole time to the work and do all in his power 
-to further the interests of agriculture in the county. 

The Instructor may also be required to act as judge 
in connection with the Scheme of prizes for cottages 
and small farms in a county other than that in which 
he acts as Instructor. 

ana mtB: 6- For the purposes of this scheme the county 

■ Centres. should be divided into circuits, each comprising not 


less than five centres. The Instructor, unless in ex- 
ceptional cases, should work for three or four weeks in 
each circuit, and deliver one lecture per week at each 
centre during that time. The Instructor will, when 
invited to do so, visit either on the day of the lecture 
or on the following day, any of the farms in the 
neighbourhood, and give such information on prac- 
tical subjects as the circumstances of the case may 

T^ie County Committee are alone responsible for the 
selection of centres and arrangement of lectures. i>o 
work of this nature should be undertaken bv the 
Instructor, though it is desirable that he should be 
consulted. 

In selecting centres the County Committee should 
have particular regard to districts in which lecture 
may not have been given in previous years. 

7. It will be the duty of vhe County Committee to Dulled 
select centres at which the lectures will be given, and Oontu? 
to appoint a local committee with an honorary secre- Co " 1 ' 
tary at each centre who should select the school or mi 
other building and arrange for the hiring, lighting, 

and warming of the room in which the lectures will 
be delivered. 

It will also be the duty of the County Committee to 
undertake the responsibility of seeing that the Instruc- 
tor's time is fully and usefully employed. 

The County Committee shall keep a separate account 
of all expenditure under this Scheme and shall furnish 
detailed statements of such expenditure as may from 
time to time be required by the Department. 

8. Lectures should be arranged to be given in school- Arrange- 
rooms or other suitable public rooms in the evenings. 

and should be held in rural centres. Towns and the 181 
larger villages should he -avoided, as experience has 
shown that the greatest success attends those lectures 
which are given in the rural parts of a county, 
especially when the lectures are delivered in a district 
where the greatest number of farmers is to be found. 

The local committee at each centre should be resnon- 
sible for appointing a representative chairman for 
each lecture as well as for the- distribution of the short 
syllabus of the lectures which will be prepared by the 
lecturer as soon as he is appointed. The local com- 
mittee should undertake to have posters and handbills, 
which will be supplied by the Secretary of the County 
Committee, effectively displayed and distributed 
throughout their district. A copy of each poster and 
handbill should be forwarded to the offices of the 
Department one week prior to the commencement of 
the lectures in each circuit. Each lecture should be 
followed by a discussion, during which farmers will 
be invited to ask questions relative to their business. 

9. The lectures should commence early in autumn, Dunrtoi 

and be continued until the end of February. otlecttw 

10. No action shall be taken by the County Coin- scheme 

mittee towards putting this scheme, or any part t*Jj* . 
thereof, into operation until the sanction of the De- wpv' 
partment has been obtained in writing. meni 
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APPENDIX No. XXXV. 


SCHEME OF EXPERIMENTS FOR 1906. 

These experiments are intended only for those 
•counties in which an agricultural instructor has been 
appointed for the purpose of personally attending to 
-all the details- of selecting and measuring the land, 
sowing the seed, applying the manure, weighing the 
■crops, and tabulating and writing a report on the 
result. 

Agricultural instructor’s, before arranging the 
centres for those experiments, should carefully study 
the appendix to this scheme. They should be 
specially careful not to undertake experiments at too 
many centres, as the amount of work necessary is 
much greater than is supposed by those who have no 
experience of field experiments. Demonstrations 
with seeds .and manures may he undertaken at a much 
larger number of centres. 


Before commencing field experiments and demon- 
strations, each instructor must submit to the Depart- 
ment his proposals for the year. 

In all cases seeds and manures must be ordered bj 
the instructor, and paid for by the County Com- 
mittee. 

As early as possible, after the close of the season, 
tabulated results of the experiments must be sent to 
the Department, and where these are presented in -i 
concise form, accompanied by brief and carefully pre- 
pared notes, the same may be published by the 
County Committee, provided the approval of the De- 
partment has been previously obtained. All plots 
should be marked off at the commencement of the ex- 
periment 'by pegs, 3 inches square and 2£ feet long, 
which should be firmly driven into the ground. 

No change must he made in any of the manurial 
experiments, as given below, but the instructor may 
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include such additional plots as local conditions 
render advisable. In the variety tests instructors are 
strongly advised not to omit any variety unless it is 
found impossible to procure the proper seed. 

It is not absolutely necessary to have both a 
manurial and a variety test with any particular, 
crop. One or other, or both, may be omitted at dis- 
cretion. 

Scheme of the Experiments. 

I. — Oat Crop (Manurial Test). 

Size of plots, one-tenth of a statute acre. 

The following kinds and quantities of manure will 
be used per statute acre: — 

No. of 
Hot. 

1. No manure. 

2. 1 cwt. Sulphate of Ammonia. 

3. 3 cwts. Superphosphate. 

d ( 1 cwt. Sulphate of Ammonia. 

■ ( 3 cwts. Superphosphate 
< 1 cwt. Sulphate of Ammonia. 

5. ■] 3 Cwts. Superphosphate. 

{. 3 cwts. Kainit. 

II. — Oat Crop (Variety Test). 

Size of plots, one-tenth of a statute acre. 

The following varieties may be tested : — 


1. Potato. 

2. Black Tartarian. 

3. Abundance. 

4. Waverley. 

5. Tartar King. 

6. Banner. 

7. Island Magee. 

8. Any other variety. 

III. — Barley Crop (Manurial Test). 

Size of plots, one-tenth of a statute acre. 

The kinds and quantities of manure will be the 
same as for Oats (see above). 

IV. — Barley Crop (Variety Test). 

Size of plots, one-tenth of a statute acre. 

The following varieties may be tested : — 


1. Archer’s Chevalier. 

2. Scotch Chevalier. 

3. Hallet’s Pedigree. 

4. Garton’s Brewers’ Favourite. 

5. Garton’s Invincible. 

V. — Turnip Crop (Manurial Test with Farmyard 
Manure). 

Size of plots, one-twentieth of a statute acre. 
The following kinds and quantities of manures will 
be used per statute acre: — 


1. No manure (size of this plot, one-fortieth of a 

statute acre). 

2. 20 tons farmyard manure. 

3. 10 tons farmyard manure. 

4 I 10 tons farmyard manure. 

' 1 4 cwt. Superphosphate. 

j 10 tons farmyard manure. 

5. j 4 cwt-. Superphosphate. 

( 1 cwt. Sulphate of Ammonia. 

10 tons farmyard manure. 

4 cwt. Superphosphate. 

1 cwt. Sulphate of Ammonia. 

3 cwt. Kainit. 

10 tons farmyard manure. 

4 cwt. Superphosphate. 

1 cwt. Sulphate of Ammonia. 

§ cwt. Sulphate of Potash (not less than 

90 per cent. pure). 


VI. — Turnip Crop (Manurial test without Farmyard 
Manure). 

Size of plots, one-twentieth of a statute acre. 

The following kinds and quantities of manures will 
be used per statute acre: — 


1. No manure (size of this plot, one-fortieth of a 

statute acre). 

2. 4 cwt. Superphosphate. 

2 | 4 cwt. Superphosphate. 

1 1 cwt. Sulphate of Ammonia. 

4 cwt. Superphosphate. 


( 6 cwt. Superphosphate. 

5. ■< 1£ cwt. Sulphate of Ammonia. 

I 4£ cwt. Kainit. 

VII. — Turnip Crop (Variety Test). 

Size of plots, each four ridges full length of field. 
The following varieties may be tested : — 


1. Stirling Castle. 

2. Improved Purple Top. 

3. Elephant. 

4. Kangaroo. 

5/ Best of All. 

6. Magnum Bonum. 

7. Triumph. 

8. -Bronze Top. 

9. Monarch. 

10. Aberdeen Green Top. 

11. Centenary. 

12. Fosterton Hybrid. 

13. Aberdeen Purple Top. 

14. Any other variety. 

Norn — Nos. 1 to 9, inclusive, are Swedes. 

VIII. — Mangel Crop (Manurial Test). 

Size of plots, one-twentieth of a statute acre. 

The following kinds and quantities ot manures 
will be used per statute acre 


1. No manure (size of this plot, one-fortieth of a 

statute acre). 

2. 15 tons farmyard manure. 

2 _( 15 tons f armyard manure, 
t 4 cwt. Superphosphate, 
r 15 tons farmyard manure. 

4. J 4 cwt. Superphosphate. 

( 2 cwt. -Sulphate of Ammonia, 
f 15 tons farmyard manure. 

- | 4 cwt. Superphosphate. 

' "j 2 cwt. Sulphate of Ammonia, 
v 4 cwt. Kainit. 

/ 15 tons farmyard manure. 

, J 4 cwt. Superphosphate. 

' "I 2 cwt. Sulphate of Ammonia. 

1 4 cwt. Salt. 

, 15 tons farmyard manure. 

4 cwt. Superphosphate. 

4. cwt. Salt. 

2 cwt. Nitrade of Soda (to be applied after 
thinning in two dressings). 

IX. — Mangel Crop (Variety Test). 

Size of plots, each four ridges full length of field. 
The following varieties may be tested : — 

No. of 
Plot. 

1. Yellow Globe. 

2. Prize Winner. 

3. Crimson Tankard. 

4. Golden Tankard. 

5. Long Had. 

6 . Windsor Prize Taker. 

7. New Triumph. 

8 . Golden Globe. 

9. Any other variety. 
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X. — Potato Crop (Manorial Test). 

Size of plots, one-twentieth of a statute acre. 

The following kinds and quantities of manures 
will be used per statute acre: — 


1. No manure (size of this plot, one-fortieth of 

a statute acre). 

2. 20 tons farmyard: manure. 

3. 15 tons farmyard manure. 

^ f 15 tons farmyard manure. 

' l 1 owt. Sulphate of Ammonia. 

( 15 tons farmyard manure. 

5. -! 1 owt. 'Sulphate of Ammonia. 

(. 4 cwt. Superphosphate. 
i 15 tons farmyard manure, 
g I 1 cwt. 'Sulphate of Ammonia. 

I 4 cwt. Superphosphate, 
r 1 cwt. Muriate of Potash (high grade). 

(■ 15 tons farmyard manure. 

7 I 1 owt. 'Sulphate of Ammonia. 

I 4 cwt. Superphosphate. 

*- 1 cwt. Sulphate of Potash (high grade). 

XI. — Potato Crop (Variety Test). 

Size of plots, one-twentieth of a statute acre. 
The following varieties may be tested : — 

Maincrop. Mid-Season. 

No. s£ So. of 

Plot. Plot. 


11. British Queen. 

12. Royal Kidney. 

13. Any other variety. 


1. Langworthy. 

2. Black Skerries. 

3. Champion II. 

4. Old Champion. 

5. Beauty of Bute. 

6. Up-to-Date. 

7. Evexgood. 

8. Discovery. 

9. Northern Star. 

10. Any other variety. 

XII. — Potato Crop (Boxing Test). 

Size of plots, one-twentieth of a statute acre. 
No. of 
Plot, 

1. “ Seed” boxed before December 1st. 

2. “ Seed” boxed after January 31st. 

3. Unsprouted seed. 

X2II. — Potato Crop (Spraying Test). 

Size of plots, one-tenth of a statute acre. 

The following will he compared : — 

No. of 
Plot. 

1. Unsprayed. 

2. Effect of a 2 per cent, lime or Bordeaux mix- 

ture, single application. 

3. Effect of a 2 per cent, lime or Bordeaux mix- 

ture, double application. 

4. Effect of a 3 per cent, lime or Bordeaux 

mixture. 

5. Effect of a 2 per cent, soda or Eurgundv 
„ „ Mixture, single application. 

. Effect of a 2 : per cent, soda or Burgundy mix- 
ture, double application. 

7. Effect j>f ji 3 per cent, soda or Burgundy 


XV.— Meadow Hay Crop (Manurial Test for one 
year). 


Size of plots, one-twentieth of 


statute acre. 


The following kinds and quantities of 
will he used per statute acre : — 

No. of 
Plot. 

1. No manure. 

2. 10 tons farmyard manure. 

3. 1 cwt. Nitrate of Soda. 


manures 


. f 1 cwt. Nitrate of Soda. 

‘ \ 2 cwt. Superphosphate. 
t 1 cwt-. Nitrate of Soda. 

5. J 2 cwt. Superphosphate. 

( 2 cwt. Kainit. 
r 1 cwt. Nitrate of Soda, 
g | 2 cwt. Superphosphate. 

2 cwt. Kainit (applied not later than Nov 
l 30th), 


XVI.— Improvement of Second-Class Pasture. 
Improvement to be estimated by Observation. 
Size of Plots, one-half a statute acre. 

The following plan is suggested : — 

No. of 
Plot, 

1. 5 cwt. Basic Slag per statute acre. 

2. 10 cwt. Basic Slag per statute acre. 

3. Unmamired. 


XVII. — Influence of Seed Mixtures in forming 
Pasture. 

Zand selected to be left in grass for not less than two 
years. 

Size of plots, one-tenth of a statute acre. 

The following mixtures may be tested: — 

Plot 1. 

l'i bushels Italian Rye Grass (22 lbs. the bushel). 

1 'bushel Perennial Rye Grass (28 lbs. the bushel). 
4 lbs. Red Clover. 

2 lbs. White Clover*. 

Plot 2. 

1 bushel Perennial Rye Grass (28 lbs. the bushel). 

1 bushel Italian Rye Grass (22 lbs. the bushel). 

4 lbs. Red Clover. 

2 lbs. White Clover. 

Plot 3. 

1 bushel Meadow Fescue (28 lbs. the bushel). 

1 bushel Italian Rye Grass (22 lbs. the bushel). 

4 lbs. Red Clover. 

2 lbs. White Clover. 

Plot 4. 

1 bushel Perennial Rye Gres6(281bs. the bushel), 
s 'bushel Italian Rye Grass (22 lbs. the bushel). 

3 lbs. Cocksfoot. 

3 lbs. Timothy. 

3 lbs. Meadow Fescue. 

3 lbs. Red Clover. 

2 lbs. Alsilce Clover. 

2 lbs. White Clover. 


of Choriocl (PreshMgl) a „d 
other Weeds (Spraying Test). 

Size of plots, one-tenth of a statute acre. 

The following Solutions will be tested-— 

No. of 


1. Unsprayed. 

3 S f per cen L t ' Sulphate of Copper. 

3. 50 gallons 4 per cent. Sulphate of Copper 

5 1 ,°,- per cent ' S ^Phate of Iron. 

5. 50 gallons 15 per cent. Sulphate of Iron. 


“ FIELD EXPERIMENTS ” AND " DEMONSTRA- 
TION .PLOTS.” 

Their Vaiue and the Conditions necessary for 
Success. 

(Reprinted from Department’s Journal, Vol. 2, 1902). 

In a_ “Memorandum on Agricultural Education,” 
issued in July last, the Vice-President of the Depart- 
ment of Agriculture and Technical Instruction for 
Ireland referred incidentally to field experiments as 
being work -which might usefully form part of the 
duties of County Agricultural Instructors. Since 
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that date fully half the counties in Ireland have 
resolved' to put into operation .a scheme of agricul- 
tural instruction, including field experiments, and, 
as dt is highly desirable that such work should be 
conducted on systematic lines, it is proposed to give 
here, in simple language, a brief outline of the 
nature and purpose of field experiments and their 
value to farmers. 

In the discussions which have taken place at meet- 
ings of County Committees of Agriculture and Tech- 
nical Instruction this class of work has been referred 
to either as “Experimental Plots” or “Demonstra- 
tion Plots.” No very hard and fast line can be 
drawn between these two classes of experimental 
work, but it has become customary to confine the 
term “Field Experiment” Or “Experimental Plot” 
to indicating a comparative trial of different methods 
of cultivating, manuring, or seeding the soil, for 
which object the land is carefully selected and 
measured, the manures -analysed, the seed tested and 
accurately weighed, an exact record kept of the pro- 
duce of each plot, and the whole work supervised by 
a person who has had a first-class training in prac- 
tical and technical agriculture. 

The term “Field Demonstration” or “Demonstra- 
tion Plot” has, on the other hand, come to mean a 
simple test in which a small portion of a field is 
cultivated, manured, or seeded in a special manner 
for comparison with the rest of the field, but the 
term does not necessarily, or even generally, imply 
the exercise of a very high degree of accuracy in 
measuring the land, analysing the manures, or record- 
ing results. 

For the sake of clearness, we may agree in Ireland 
to use the terms in the above sense. A “ field ex- 
periment” or an experimental plot shall, therefore, 
mean a piece of land laid out in sub-plots, on which 
comparative trials are made of different methods of ' 
cultivation, of different kinds and quantities of 
manures, or of different kinds and quantities of seed. 
Field experiments will be found extremely costly, 
troublesome, and often very disappointing, and 
should not be undertaken by those who have not had 
a first-class training in both practical and technical 
•agriculture. The secret of success in an agricultural 
experiment lies in having all the conditions except 
one, constant or uniform. That is to say, if, for 
example, different methods of cultivation are under 
trial, the soil and the kinds and quantities of seeds 
and manures used on each sub-plot must be absolutely 
uniform. If, again, the influence of manures is to 
be tested, the cultivation of the land and the kinds 
and quantities of seed employed should be absolutely 
alike for each plot. And, similarly, if the seed is 
under, trial, all the other conditions must he identical 
for each plot, and the quality of the seed alone should 
vary. 

So little is this somewhat obvious condition pre- 
cedent to success understood that in 6ome of the ex- 
periments which were conducted last year by private 
individuals in Ireland, in which the yield from dif- 
ferent varieties of oats was being estimated, each of 
the plots was manured in a different manner. It is 
scarcely necessary to point out that the results of 
such an experiment are worthless, it being impossible 
to distinguish between the changes in the crops due to 
variety of seed and those due to the influence of the 
a itterent manures employed. 

To insure that all the conditions hut one are con- 
stant in the plots in a field experiment is, however, 
sometimes beyond the power of the most capable ex- 
perimenter. For, in addition to securing uniformity 
in the cultivation of the soil, and in the kinds and 
quantities of seeds and manures, it is necessary that 
all the sub-plots of a field experiment 
snouJd be done under uniform conditions in respect 
M « n y an experiment-for instance; on 
W W Unilg -°1 bay— which, in all other respects, 
earned out most successfully, has been 
spoiled at the last moment, by rain coming on dur 
ln 8 operations of weighing the crop, 
conduct™ tS 2' 1 £ ch rec l" ire attention in successfully 
if* ?i’ a ^ ex P erimen t are too numerous, and 
te dJ -rfl ^ lle “ *0° involved, to be detailed here. It 

commo^ml+ h t WeVe ?:- t ? point out a few of ^e more 
common mistakes which have to be avoided. 

nerimer! ° f the , person on whose farm the ex- 

* mu eln # con< lucted is a matter of great im- 
p rtance. The farmer selected should be capable of 


making notes of the appearance of the plots, and of Appendix 
superintending the labour on them during summer, XXXV. 
when the Instructor -for the district -is engaged in — 
another part of the county. It is, however, still more 
important that he should have a genuine interest in 
the success of the work. If his interest extends 
merely to the desire to obtain, free of charge, a small 
quantity of seed or manure, the work is not likely to 
•be successful. He will soon discover that it is very 
far from being a profitable undertaking, unless he is 
content to give his services and interest in return foT 
the information which is to he derived from the 
experiment. 

It is, likewise, desirable, though not essential, that 
the farm selected should be near a railway station. 

If half a day is taken up in travelling to and' from 
the plots, the number of experimental centres which 
the Instructor can supervise will be very limited. 

For this reason it is well to have more than one 
experiment situated in the same district, so that the 
Instructor can inspect and direct the work of two or 
three centres in one day. 

The selection of the piece of land to be laid off into 
plots presents several difficulties. The whole area 
should be uniform in character, level, if possible, 
and, if sloping, the slope should be uniform. If, as 
is sometimes the case, one or more sub-plots are on 
low-lying, deep soil, while some of the others are on 
high, thin ground, the results of the experiments 
will he absolutely worthless. “ Openings” and 
“ finishes” made by the plough should, when pos- 
sible, be avoided. If one or the other runs through 
one of the sub-plots, and not across them all, the 
resulte from the plots in which the “ openings” or 
“ finishings” occur must be discarded. But the 
greatest difficulty of all, in selecting suitable land, 
is to find a piece which has been uniformly culti- 
vated, cropped and manured during, at least, the 
preceding five years. An experimental plot on land, 
part of which, in the preceding year, was under 
swedes, a second part under mangels, and a third part 
under potatoes, will yield misleading results, even 
though the soil may appear comparatively uniform. 

To decide on the size and the number of sub-plots 
in an experiment is a question which requires a great 
deal of consideration. Beginners almost invariably 
make the mistake of attempting too much in an ex- 
periment, and consequently multiply the number of 
sub-plots, thereby entailing more work than they can 
properly accomplish. It is a popular fallacy that 
each sub-plot should be large. Those who advocate 
large sub-plots, however, usually forget that the 
greater the number and the larger the area of each 
sub-plot, the more difficult it is (1) to secure land 
that is uniform in quality and previous treatment, 

(2) to get the manures and seed uniformly distri- 
uted, (3) to get the manures applied and the seeds 
sown and the crop weighed on one day, and <4) to 
get every operation completed without a change in 
weather which if it occurs in the middle of an opera- 
tion, may vitiate the whole experiment. It is a safe 
rule to remember that the larger the size of each 
sub-plot the fewer there should be of them. In Ire- 
land, where the fields are small and the land, as a 
rule, undulating, it will often be found very diffi- 
cult to get even one statute acre of land sufficiently 
uniform for experimental work. Good results can, 
however, be obtained with sub-plots one-tenth of an 
acre in extent. Each sub-plot may be 44 yards long 
by 11 yards wide, or other dimensions containing 
the same area. First-class results have been obtained 
in Scotland by using plots one-twentieth of an acre 
in extent, while in Canada plots, only one-hundredth 
of an acre in extent have been successfully employed. 

If, however, it is considered advisable to have plots 
one-quarter of an acre in extent (and no larger 
should he employed except in very rare cases), it will 
seldom be possible to find sufficiently uniform land to 
admit of more than four or five sub-plots. 

Enough has now been said respecting the chief 
difficulties in carrying out the details of a field ex- 
periment to moderate the ambition of instructors. 

•and prevent them undertaking too many centres. In- 
deed, 'County Committees, as well as the Instructors, 
would be well advised to enter upon experimental 
work with caution. In their desire to serve every 
district in a county they may insist on having too many 
centres. It would be wiser to rest content with a 
few experiments well conducted rather than have a 
large number yielding unreliable results. The time 
G 2 
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Appendix available ; in spring for the measuring of land, the 
XXXV. application of manures, and the sowing of seeds is 
. — very limited, and, if the Instructor is to supervise 
all the work himself, it is obvious that he cannot 
attend to many centres. Moreover, if the maximum 
amount of useful work is to be done the experimental 
centres should be selected with a view to the minimum 
amount of time being spent in travelling. Field 
experiments, as has already been stated, may prove 
expensive, and, for this reason, it is desirable that 
the number of centres 'in one county should be 
limited, and selected with a view to avoiding un- 
necessary travelling expenses. 

The results of an experiment are of much wider 
application than is usually supposed. Most of the 
soils in Ireland have this in common, that they are 
deficient in those substances which plants require 
for their growth, and, therefore, where this is the 
case, no matter in what county the experiment is 
made, the lessons derived from it will be found use- 
ful in all. 

One more point remains to be dealt with for the 
benefit of all County Instructors, County Committees, 
farmers, and the Department alike. After reading 
the above list of difficulties which will face the ex- 
perimenter, it cannot be hoped that at first field ex- 
periments will be the success which enthusiasts would 
desire. As has already been stated more than once, 
the work may prove expensive, oftentimes very disap- 
pointing, and it must proceed slowly. It will be 
found that the results of experiments conducted in 
one year will not agree with the results of experi- 
ments conducted the preceding season. It will also 
be found that the results of experiments conducted 
on the same lines in different counties will not agree. 
Experiments which are carried out even in the same 
field in the same year will apparently contradict each 
other. There will, no doubt, be numerous oppor- 
tunities for critical wiseacres to raise a cry that field 
experiments are a waste of money and of no practical 
use to the farmer. Such has been the result in other 
countries, and we oan hardly expect otherwise in 
Ireland. The enthusiasm which exists to-day may 
be followed in a year or two by a reaction, and it 
will then require faith and perseverance to carry on 
the work. 

Fortunately, we have the history of similar move- 
ments in other countries to encourage us. In Scot- 
land, for example, it took some years of steady work 
before prejudice was overcome and the true value of 
experimental work wae apparent. In that country 
there is no longer any difficulty in finding proofs of 
the great value of field experiments, but even greater 
than their direct influence on the system of f arming 
has been the collateral results in spreading the know- 
ledge of technicalities of soils, manures and crops. 

There is one mistake into which some other 
countries have been led, which it will be the duty 
of the Department to prevent in Ireland. If each 
Instructor were to carry on investigations having no 
relation to, or the results of which could not be co- 
ordinated with the results of those conducted by 
others, and, further, if each experimenter were al- 
lowed to multiply the number of his experiments 
and change his system from year to year before he 
had arrived at _ any definite results, the confusion 
which the publication of a mass of figures, which 
were not comparable, would give rise to in the minds 


of farmers would he a source of great danger to the 
success of the work. If farmers are to take an in- 
telligent interest in the work and follow the result as 
published from year to year, and if the value of the 
experiments in one county is to be enhanced by the 
work done in other counties, all field experiments 
will have to he co-ordinated, unnecessary overlapping 
and variation of experiments prevented, and the re- 
sults presented in the shortest and simplest nn._ner. 
This duty of co-ordinating field experiments in ali 
Ireland rests with the Department. They fully 
realise its importance, and accept full responsibility. 

What has been said with regard to experimental 
plots is not altogether applicable to demonstration 
plots. A simple trial of a new system of cultivation 
manuring or seeding, which has beem found, as the 
■result of a field experiment, to yield profitable re- 
sults may constitute a demonstration plot. In a 
demonstration plot it is not necessary to be so accurate 
in the measurement of Land, or in weighing manures 
and crops as in a field experimenti It is not necessary 
always to have sub-plots ; one plot may be sufficient. 
It may not even be necessary to weigh the crop as 
if the plot is near the public road or some place of 
meeting, where it can be seen by a large number of 
farmers, its lesson will ibe apparent to every passer- 
by. Demonstration plots are not expensive, and in 
every county there must he a large number of farmers 
who are perfectly competent to carry out the work 
with the occasional assistance of the Instructor. 
Every farmer should .adopt the practice of having 
a demonstration plot in every field. For example^ 
in applying purchased manure to a field he should 
withhold the manure from a small portion of it in 
order to prove whether, so far as can be observed 
by the eye, the application of the manure has paid. 

■ The untreated portion then becomes a demonstration 
plot. .Similarly, if a new variety of potato, swede, 
mangel, oat, barley, or wheat, an untried mixture of 
grass seeds, or artificial manures is recommended, 
each farmer should procure just sufficient of the 
material to prove whether, when tested side by side 
with his usual seed or manure, it yields a more 
profitable return. The plot devoted to the new 
method, manure, or seed then becomes a demonstra- 
tion plot. 

Last year, at the instigation of the Department, 
about 1,800 farmers conducted demonstration 
plots with one or other of three varieties of potatoes. 
A small quantity of each variety was planted along- 
side of the variety usually cultivated and constituted 
a demonstration plot. The advantages of this are 
obvious. The cost was trifling. If the yield this 
year has been good, and the quality excellent, each 
farmer will again plant this new variety, and in a 
few years the potatoes will be rapidly distributed 
throughout Ireland. If, on the other hand, the 
potatoes possess no advantage over the common 
varieties, this information will rapidly spread in 
the district, .and farmers will be prevented from lay- 
ing out large sums of money in procuring the new 
6eed. 

It will be the duty of the Itinerant Instructor to 
encourage demonstration plots of all kinds in the 
county under his change, and County Committees 
should encourage the work so far as the time of the 
Itinerant Instructor will permit. 
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SUBSIDIES TO AGRICULTURAL AND 
INDUSTRIAL SHOWS. 

1906. 


furnished 
by Show 
Societies to 
the ltopart- 


1. In 1906, County Committees of Agriculture may 
subject to the approval of the Department, make 
grants in aid of — 

(a) Established Agricultural, Poultry, Eorticul- 
cultural, and Farm Produce Shows held under 
the auspices of an Agricultural Society ; 

(b) Industrial Shows or Exhibitions, and 

(c) Ploughing Matches, Skilled Labour Competi- 
tions and Implement Trials. 

In allocating the fund® available under this scheme 
County Committees should consider the claims of the 
various Shows held in the county and the special 
requirements of particular districts. 


A Show Society, proposed to be subsidized under 
this scheme by a County Committee, must furnish, 
not later than 1st February, 1906, to the Department, 
through snch County Committee, the following par- 
ticulars in respect of each Show held by the Society 
in 1905, viz. : — 

(1) . An audited balance sheet, setting forth in 

detail the financial position of the Society after 
all liabilities have been discharged, and also 

(2) . If required, a list certified by the Secretary of 

the Show Society, setting forth the amounts 
actually collected in local subscriptions from 
private individuals in 1905. 

Any Society which fails to furnish these particulars 
or such further information as the Department may 
require, shall not be eligible to receive a subsidy. 
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2. In approving of the amount to be granted to any 
particular show, the Department will take into con- 
AoBrovai aider ation : — 

of grants to (1.) The amounts actually collected in local sub- 
Sbow scriptions from private individuals in 1904 and 

Societies. 1905. 

(2.) The total value of prizes awarded in 1905, and 
the cost of administration. 

(3.) The regard paid by the Society to the further- 
ance of the Department’s Live Stock, Poultry, 
and other County Schemes. 

(4.) The amount set aside for classes confined to 
small farmers. 

Pnze 3 . The prize schedule for 1906 must, prior to pub- 
sc ’ lication, he submitted in duplicate through the 
County iCommittee to the Department for approval in 
writing. Non-oompliance with this regulation may 
entail the cancellation of the grant from the County 
Committee in 1906. 

The Department will not consider any schedule 
which has not previously received the approval of the 
County Committee. 

A<*n°w- 4. The joint contribution from the County Com- 

of subsidy, mittee and the Department must be acknowledged in 
the prize schedule. 

Sheep and 5. In the case of Live Stock Shows, other than 
Poultry, shows confined to Horses, provision must be made 
in the schedule of prizes for the inclusion of classes 
for Sheep and also for Poultry of the breeds subsi- 
dized by the- County Committee. 

Societies' 6. Each Society receiving a subsidy under this 
books to be scheme shall, if required, afford all reasonable facili- 
inspeotion. ties for the inspection of their books by the Depart- 
ment, and shall admit the Department’s Inspectors 
to the judges’ ring during all adjudications on the 
day of the Show. 


7. A portion of the joint fund available under this Appendix; 
scheme may he given to new Show Societies, provided XXXVI. 
the Department are satisfied: — 

(1.) That there is need for such new Societies in ^]^ tieg 
the county ; 

(2.) That adequate local support is forthcoming ; 
and 

(3.) That the rules and financial proposals of the 
Society are deemed satisfactory. 

8. Only in very exceptional circumstances will the Local ex- 
Department be prepared to sanction the holding of Muttons, 
local exhibitions for the award of prizes by a County 
Committee. 

9. The cost of employing judges must be defrayed Judges to 
by Show Societies out of their owu funds. The show*** 
Department cannot undertake to supply the services societies, 
of a Judge or Demonstrator for any Show or local' 
exhibition as they have done in previous years. 

10. Immediately after the Show the Secretary of Payment 
the Society shall furnish to the Department, through ol srant. 
the Secretary of the County Committee, a certificate 

of the total amount actually awarded in prizes at the 
Show, and the Department may then instruct the 
Secretary of the County Committee to lodge to the 
credit oi the Show Society the amount of the grant 
already approved. 

11. In all cases of dispute in matters connected Depart- 

with this scheme the decision of the Department shall Vision 
he final. final. 

The Department recommend that each Agricultural 
or other Show Society receiving a subsidy under this 
Scheme should invite the County Committee to 
nominate one or more representatives to act on the 
Show Committee. 


APPENDIX No. XXXVII. 


Appbndix 

XXXVII. 


SCHEME OF PRIZES FOR COTTAGES AND 
SMALL FARMS, 1906. 

Sections of 1. In 1906 County Committees of Agriculture may, 
scheme. subject to the Department’s approval, offer prizes in 
one or both of the following sections, subject to the 
provisions of this scheme, viz. : — 

A. Cottages with gardens ; 

B. Small farms. 

Persons 2 - Competition in Section A shall be confined to 
eligible to bona fide cottagers. 

■compete. Only bona fide farmers who derive their means of 
living mainly from farming, who reside on their 
farms and work the farms themselves, will be eligible 
to compete in Section B. At least one-fourth of the 
arable land of the entire holding of each competitor 
in this section must be tillage, first year’s grass or 
meadow being regarded as tillage. 

Circuits 3. For the purposes of this scheme the county may 
be divided into districts or circuits, in each of which 
separate competitions will be held. 

_ 4. Particulars as to the sections adopted, the nurn- 

*cheme°o her of districts or circuits into which the county is 
teap- divided, the number of classes in each section, the 
depart- 7 limits of valuation or acreage fixed by the County 
ment Committee for each class, and the number and value 
of the prizes ofiered, must be submitted to the De- 
partment on the prescribed form for approvaL 

5. Entries must be made on special forms to be ob- 
formf tained from the Secretary of the County Committee. 

Each competitor must forward one of these forms, 
accurately filled up in every detail, so as to reach 
the Secretary of the County Committee on' or before 
a date to be fixed by the County Committee, hut in 
no case later than the 31st May, 1906. 

Wit . 6. In cases of insufficient competition want of 

holding of merit, or in which the conditions of this scheme have 
prizes. not been strictly adhered to, the prizes may he with- 
held in whole or in part. 

Points to ho 7- The following points shall be taken into con- 
conaidered sideration by the judge in making his awards: 

-by judge jo 

Cottage Section. 

(o) Cleanliness and general order of cottages and 
premises. . , 

(b) Cultivation of the garden, varieties of fruit 
end vegetables, arrangement of manure heap. 


(c) General management and care of live stock (if 
any), poultry (quality to be particularly con- 
sidered), housing accommodation, &c. 

Small Faum Section. 

(a) Cleanliness, order and economy in the dwelling- 
houses and offices (including poultry-houses). 

(b) Judicious character of cropping, efficiency of 
cultivation, arrangement of manure heaps, and 
provision for collecting liquid manure. 

(c) Cultivation of the garden, variety of vegetables 
and fruit trees. 

(d) General condition of land under grass, care of 
fences, gates, water courses, &c. 

•(e) Freedom from weeds, especially grass land ; 
stack-yards end headlands. 

(/) 'Cultivation of headlands. 

(g) Management and care of live stock and poultry 
(quality to be particularly considered 1 ). 

8. Special credit will be given if simple accounts 
of receipt iand expenditure in connection with any 
holding entered for competition are kept and exhi- 
bited to the judge. 

9. The Department will supply, free of charge to 
the county, the services of an Instructor to act as 
judge under this scheme. 

10. The judge’s report shall deal with such matters 
in connection with the competition as the Department 
and the County Committee may decide. 

11. The inspection of cottages or small holdings en- 
tered for competition under the scheme will be made 
between the months of June and August. 

12. The Committee shall submit the judge’s report, 
with list of awards, for consideration by the Depart- 
ment, who, as soon as they are satisfied as to the 
fulfilment of the conditions of this scheme, will notify 
the Secretary of the County Committee that the prizes 
or reduced prizes may be paid. The awards will not 
be final until the sanction of the Department has 
been conveyed 1 in writing to the Secretary. 

13. The County Committee shall furnish to the De- 
partment such detailed statements of expenditure 
under this scheme as may be required from time to 
time. 

14. In all matters of dispute relating to this scheme 
the decision of the Department shall be final. 


Special 
credit for 
keeping of 
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INSTRUCTION IN BUTTER-MAKING, 1905-6. 

Appoint- 1. The Department are prepared, provided qualified 
“«nt °£ Instructors can he obtained, to .approve of the ap- 
instruotor. p 0 i n tmen't of an Instructor in Butter-making in each 
county. In the case of new appointments no person 
shall be eligible for the position of Instructor in the 
county of which she is a native or in which she per- 
manently resides. 

2. The Department will, as far as possible, assist 
the County Committee in obtaining .an Instructor, by 
supplying the names of persons qualified for the post. 
Eemunera- 3. phe remuneration of the Instructor shall not ex- 
Inatractor. ceed £2 per week, in addition to expenses of locomo- 
tion, which include second or third-class railway fare, 
as decided by the County Committee, car-hire when 
necessary, or a bicycle allowance not exceeding 2d. per 
mile in lieu thereof. 

Duration 4 _ employment of the Instructor under this 
ment^" 5 ^ scheme shall not continue beyoud the 30th September, 
1906, and is terminable at any time previous to that 
date by the giving of four weeks’ notice in writing on 
either side. 

Form Of in; 5. The instruction will take the form of daily les- 
atruotion. sons on dairying, accompanied by practical instruc- 
tion in -butter-making. Each course shall extend for 
a period of not less than two, and not more than four 
weeks. Not more than twelve pupils should be ad- 
mitted to each class. Pupils must undertake to at- 
tend regularly. 

Duties of 6. On the first day of visiting each centre the _In- 
instruotor. should give a public lecture .and demonstra- 

tion, and during •fee remainder of fee course at feat 
centre should conduct a class daily in which pupils 
only will take part, hut which shall be open to the 
public. 

It will .also 'be fee duty of fee Instructor to visit 
home dairies in fee county, .and to give advice as re- 
quired ; to give where possible during feat part of 
fee day not required for class work, demonstrations 
in fee making of butter, by means of fee equipment 
actually in use in fee dairies visited ; to reply to let- 
ters from persons seeking advice on butter-making ; to 
report to fee Department and to fee County Com- 
mittee on fee progress of her work either weekly or 
otherwise as may be required ; and generally to give 
her whole time to the work of the Committee. 

Duties of 7. It will be the duty of fee County Committee to 
Committee 6e l 6ct suitable centres at which classes will be held, 
and to appoint at each centre a local committee, with 
an honorary secretary, who will be responsible for 
fee local arrangements necessary for the proper 
carrying out of fee work, and who will be required 
to comply wife fee annexed conditions. The local 
committee should undertake to have posters and hand- 
bills, which will be supplied by fee Secretary of the 
County Committee, effectively displayed in the neigh- 
bourhood of the centre. Copies of these posters and 
hand-bills should be forwarded to fee Department 
at least a week prior to the commencement of each 
class. 

It will also be fee duty of the County Committee 
to undertake the responsibility of seeing that fee In- 
structor’s time is fully and usefully employed. 

The County Committee shall keep a separate ac- 
count of all expenditure under this scheme, and shall 
furnish detailed statements of such expenditure as 
may from time to time be required by the Depart- 
ment. 

Centres- 8. To avoid expense and to ensure success these classes 
should be held, ,as -far as possible, in schoolrooms or 
other suitable buildings in rural centres. Unless in 
exceptional circumstances no class should he held in 
a large village or town, or near a creamery. 

The 'County Committee are alone responsible for the 
selection of centres and arrangement of lectures. No 


work of this nature should be undertaken by fee In- 
structor, though it is desirable that she should be 
consulted. 

9. No action shall be taken by fee County Com- Sohomew. 
mittee towards putting this scheme into operation ^ a P- 
until fee sanction of fee Department has been ob- BaS*?* 
tained in writing. moot. ' 


CONDITIONS REQUIRED OF LOCAL COM- 
MITTEES'. 


I. To secure premises suitable for a working dairy, 
if possible not less than 25 feet by 18 feet, or other 
dimensions affording similar floor space. Either a 
public room, schoolroom, or bam with good floor, 
would be suitable for fee purpose. 

II. To secure a sufficient supply of water. 

III. To provide on fee premises means of heating 
at least fifteen gallons of water at one time, for use 
in- cleaning utensils, etc. 

TV. To provide sufficient milk or cream for use in 
the school, fee Committee taking responsibility of 
sale of butter. 

After fee opening day at each centre about three 
gallons of milk and six gallons of cream will be 
required for each day’s work. Arrangements should 
be made to have fee milk and the cream delivered 
in the morning. 

V. To guarantee not less than six and not more 
than twelve pupils to attend on each of fee days over 
which fee course of instruction extends. 

VI. To arrange for fee carriage of utensils -from 
one centre to another. The weight of the utensils is 
usually from 25 to 30 cwts., and they .are somewhat 
bulky. 

The Department recommend fee following list of 
utensils for a travelling dairy school attended by 
twelve pupils : — 

Approximate- 


£ s. d. 

6 End-over-End Churns, at £3, . 18 0 0 

6 Butter Workers, at 37s. 6 d., . . 11 5 0 

6 Butter Boards, at 2s., . . . 0 12 0 

4 Large Butter Boards, at 3s. 6 d., . 0 14 O' 

6 Scoops, at Is., 0 6 0 

6 Sieves, at 2s. 6d., . . . 0 15 & 

6 Pairs Scotch Hands, at 2s. 6d., 0 15 0 

6 Squeegees, at Is., . . ' . .060 

6 Scrubbing Brushes, at Is., . . 0 6 O' 

6 Thermometers, at Is. 6c?., . . 0 9 0 

6 White Enamelled Buckets, at 5s. 6c?., 1 13 0 

6 Iron Buckets, at 4s. 6c?., . . 17 0 

4 .Shallow Tins (Cream), at 4s., . 0 16 0 

1 Pair Scales, 0 19 0 

1 Set Iron Weights (7, 4, 2, 1, £ & 41b.) 0 4 6 

1 Set Brass Weights (2, 1, i & ioz.), . 0 5 6 

1 Set Oreamometers, . . . .066 

1 Lactometer, 0 16- 

1 Gerber Butter-fat Tester (2 Bottles), 

about . . . 2 10 O' 

1 2-Quart Measure, . . . .026 

4 Quart Measures, at Is. 9d., . - 0 7 0 

4 Pint Measures, at Is. 3c?., . . 0 5 O' 

2 Skimmers, at 8c?., . . . .014 

1 Hand Separator (17 gallons per 

hour), 7 10 0 

1 Portable Boiler (15 gallons), . . 2 14 0 


£52 10 10 


The above equipment allows one chum and butter 
worker, and one set of the smaller utensils for two- 
students. A dash churn may be included in fee- 
equipment when the County Committees deem it desir- 
able. 
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NOTES ON CREAMERY MANAGEMENT. 

The -undermentioned summary of requirements for 
maintaining a creamery in a satisfactory condition 
in regard to cleanliness and order, equip- 
ment and general good management, indicates the 
standard to be aimed at by the Department’s In- 
spectors and Instructors in making recommendations 
to creamery proprietors and managers and in report- 
ing to the Department. 

General The condition of the creamery and the appearance 
appearance of the manager and employes should be su'ch .as -will 
creamery creat ® a good impression. It will almost invariably 
and staff, be found that neatness or slovenliness in the personal 
appearance of the manager -will -he reflected in the 
state of the creamery itself. Any manager who is 
aware of the supreme importance of cleanliness, and 
who nevertheless is so careless as to frequent his 
creamery in unbrushed and dirty clothes, or to take 
part in the manufacture of butter with unwashed 
hands and dirty- finger nails, or who is otherwise 
slovenly in his dress and appearance, may generally 
be assumed to be also negligent in regard to the con- 
dition of his creamery. On the other hand, a clean 
and tidy manager will usually have under him clean 
and tidy assistants, and the qualities of cleanliness 
and order conspicuous in the staff will not only be 
extended to the creamery and surroundings, but will 
also in some measure be communicated by force of 
example to any of the milk suppliers who may be 
inclined to be remiss in these respects. 

Grounds The grounds and surroundings should he clean, 
and sur- tidy, and properly drained. The separated milk 
roundings, passage should be laid with an impervious pavement 
of sufficient dimensions (14 feet long [by 12 feet wide), 
and sloped to a trapped drain in the centre or at the 
side. 

By suitably planting the grounds with shrubs 
and trees not only will the premises present a more 
tasteful appearance, but in time the trees and 
shrubs will Shelter the exterior of the creamery 
from duet, and will also, by acting as a wind-brake, 
prevent dust from rising and being blown into the 
creamery, and thereby contaminating the produce. 
The grounds where possible should he fenced off 
from the road, and should be swept daily, the accu- 
mulated rubbish being carted away at least once 
a week. 

Exterior ol Tile exterior of the building should be whitewashed 
utioing. n0 £ jggg ijjha-n twi ce each year jf constructed of 
masonry, concrete or brickwork, or well painted, as 
often as may be necessary, if constructed of wood or 
galvanized iron. 

Sanitary Dry earth or water-flushed w.c.’s should be placed 
at the comer of the grounds furthest from the build- 
a on ' ing and should be kept in a clean condition. 

Lighting. The lighting of every portion of the interior should 
he sufficient in order that the presence of dirt, 
whether on the walls or floor, or on the tanks, 
machines, or other appliances, may be easily ob- 
served by the staff. 

The lighting area should be at least one-tenth 
of the floor area, preferably one-flftli, exclusive of 
light from open doors. 

Vcntila- The ventilation should be such that when all doors 
tion. are closed there is still a good current of air to dry 
the floors and machines rapidly after cleaning. 

Besides the ventilators on roofs, &e., fresh air 
inlets should be provided near the floor level. 
Drainage. All floors and platforms should have a sufficient 
fall (£-in. to the foot) 'ijn order that spilt milk and 
the water used for cleansing purposes may run 
quickly to ’the orpen channel, which should !be situated 
not less than six inches from partitions or walls. 

, This channel should he of the same depth through- 
out. 

Drain All drain traps and all down pipes should be 

waps. situated outside the building. 

Sewerage. All drains should be properly trapped, and 
the sewage conducted to a distance from the creamery 
and from any road or habitation, so that no nuisance 
will arise. 

Water An ample supply of water should be provided for 
supply. cooling milk and cream, Washing the butter, -and for 

cleansing purposes generally. Care should be taken 
that the supply is not contaminated by surface water 


or the drainage from the creamery. The well should 
be finished off as described in the Deportment’s Leaf- 
let, No. 62. 

Ample storage accommodation should be provided Storage, 
for boxes, box timber, and for the sundries usually 
stocked at a creamery. 

The store should be dry and thoroughly well 
ventilated. All useless materials should be dis- 
posed of as soon .as possible. Broken boxes, old 
sacking, and useless machinery lying around the 
creamery are most objectionable. 

The lower portion of all internal walls for a height Internal 
of four feet from the floor or platform should bewails, 
coated with cement plaster (smoothly finished off 
with a steel trowel), or, with some other smooth, 
durable, and impervious material. 

In the case of galvanized iron buildings, the con- 
crete work should be carried up to such a height as 
will provide against any splashing reaching the 
wood or iron work. . 

In order to ensure easy and thorough cleaning, the Accom- 
•buildings should be of such dimensions that all tanks towma™ 
and machines used for milk, cream, separated milk, or position of 
buttermilk, oan be situated at such a distance from maollines - 
the walls, partitions, and from other appliances or •.* 
machinery that the attendants can pass freely round 
them for cleansing purposes, -and that the splashing 
of milk, etc., on walls, partitions, and machines will 
be prevented. 

A minimum distance of 24 inches is suggested. 

All stands or supports for machines should be of stands and 
iron, as stands of this material are more durable supports, 
■and more easily cleaned than similar stands or sup- 
ports of wood or concrete. 

The staff should be provided with two sets each of Overalls, 
overalls — for the dairy workers, white; for the en- 
gine-driver, brown or blue. The overalls should be 
washed weekly or oftener if necessary. 

Dirty milk, stale milk, or milk delivered in dirty Milk, 
cans must be rejected. The proprietor and manager of 
the creamery should afford the Department’s Instruc- 
tor all reasonable facilities for examining the milk 
supply, and the manager should be on the receiving 
platform while the Instructor is carrying out his ex- 
amination. The manager should make arrangements 
for examining regularly all cans in the manner indi- 
cated by the Instructor. 

During the working period of the winter months 
milk should be received on not less than three days 
during the week (these days to be Monday, Wednes- 
day, and Friday). 

The composite system of daily sampling milk should Sampling, 
be adopted. (See Department’s Bulletin No. 4. 
Miscellaneous Series.) 

Care should be taken to have the sample bottles 
loosely stoppered. 

All the milk should be pasteurised, either before or Pasteurisa- 
after separation. tion - 

When the milk or cream is pasteurised, proper ap- Starters, 
pliances should he provided for the preparation of 
starters. 

At “auxiliary” creameries and at “ central ” AuxiIiary 
creameries with “auxiliaries” the cream should be 
weighed, sampled, and tested before despatch or on 
receipt, as the case may be. 

The packages and vegetable parchment used should Packing 
conform with the standards laid down by the Depart- a !^L,_„ 
meni. (See Department’s Leaflet No. 60.) 

Provision should be made for a plentiful supply of Cleansing 
hot water for cleansing purposes. A good washing- facilities, 
up trough, drain-table, and steaming jet should also 
be provided, and permanent steam connections made 
to all piping through which milk, separated milk, 
cream, or buttermilk passes. 

The piping should have brass unions at distances 
of not more than fifteen feet. The permanent steam 
connections to piping should be made close to the 
pumps or inlets. The delivery pipes for separated 
•milk and buttermilk should have permanent steam 
connections at the elbows below the outlet flange. 

The washing-up trough should have steam connec- 
tions, silencers, and unions below the valves, so that 
the trough may be disconnected, taken out and aired. 

By utilising the exhaust steam in a feed water 
heater, after separation is over, more than sufficient, 
hot water for cleansing purposes will be provided 
without extra cost. 
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Appendix 

XXXIX. 

Daily 

cleansing 

(online. 





Daily 

examina- 
tion ot 
oreamery. 


Scalding 
jets for 
suppliers’ 


White- 

washing. 


After use each day all machines and utensils which 
come in contact with milk or its products should be 
rinsed with cold water to get rid of milky matter, 
then scrubbed with hot water to get rid of grease and 
any particles of curdy matter, and finally rinsed with 
scalding water. 

It wonld greatly facilitate the cleaning operations 
if all machines, utensils, and piping — as soon as 
finished with — are at once thoroughly rinsed with 
cold water, so as to prevent milky matter drying 
on the surface of these appliances. The coolers, 
cream vats, &c. , should not be wiped ; if thoroughly 
scalded they will dry quickly. 

All floors, platforms, and portions of walls 
splashed with milk or milky matter should he first 
rinsed down with cold water, then scrubbed with hot 
water or with lime-water mixed. 

All piping through which milky matter passes 
should he first rinsed with cold water, then with hot 
water, and finally have steam blown through it until 
the end of the pipe furthest from the 6team inlet is 
scalding hot. 

All machines should run quietly and smoothly. The 
engine, separator frames, and chilling plant after 
work is over should be carefully wiped down with 
waste free from grit. 

The manager should examine the creamery for 
cleanliness and order morning and evening as fol- 
lows : — 

(a) Examine all tanks, vats, etc., for 6tale milk 
indioating imperfect cleaning, more especially 
under the flanges and comer plates if on the 
inside. 

(b) Examine with the fingers for slimy growths the 
ends of all piping used for milk, cream, butter- 
milk and separated milk, the interior of the 
regenerative heater, and the space under the 
internal ledge of the heater, and more espe- 
cially the separated milk and buttermilk de- 
livery pipes. 'Should piping be in « suspicious 
condition it is recommended that a section be 
taken down and examined. As milk or milky 
water is frequently left in the delivery pipe to 
the separators, a close examination of this is 
necessary. 

(c) Lift the covers of all coolers, and examine the 
space under the ledge. The surf ace and corners 
of the cover should he also rubbed with the 
fingers to detect slimy accumulations. 

(d) Examine lids, bottoms, and gauge strips of 
milk cans as they arrive. 

(e) Examine with the fingers for slime the bottom 
of butter box and the floor underneath it. 
Other tanks close to the floors as well as cream 
vats, etc., should be examined in a like man- 
ner. 

■(f) Closely examine the base of the framework of 
all machines, the gutter under butter-worker, 
the spaces behind any tanks situated close to 
a wall and behind the washing-np trough. 

( g ) When the tops of coolers are close to ceilings 
or are in positions difficult of access, make a 
very strict examination of the tops of the 
coolers, the ceilings, or other surroundings, as 
the case may be. 

(h) Examine with the hand for slime the lower 
portions of all walls (especially when behind 
machines and out of the direct line of light), 
the sides of platforms, and concrete blocks. 

(i) See that the edges of cream vats are not black, 
nor the sides greasy. 

O') See that window ledges are tidy, and not used 
as a scrap heap. 

(It) Examine the store and office for order and 
cleanliness. 

(1) See that all papers are properly filed, and hooks 
entered up daily. 

The creamery should be provided with steaming 
and rinsing jets for the suppliers’ cans, and these jets 
should be used daily. 

A supply of lime should be kept on the premises, 
and a suitable barrel provided for the preparation of 
lime-water. 

The lower portion of all internal walls should be 
whitewashed at least once a week with thin white- 
wash, the dirt having been previously scrubbed ofi. 
Portions of walls less than twenty-four inches distant 
from machines or utensils from which milk is liable to 
splash should be scrubbed with lime and water daily. 


When the accumulated layers of whitewash make 
a thick coating this should he scraped off before a 
fresh application is made. In all cases the dirt 
must be scrubbed ofi, as alternate layers of dirt and 
whitewash indicates careleste work. 

The floors should be well scrubbed with lime andpi 00r8 
water at least once a week. 

The churn, butter-box, and butter-worker should he wood 
well scrubbed with lime and water once a week, and the ’ rotl 
butter box lifted at least once during the same period. 

All utensils should be washed down with lime-water Lime- 
once a week in addtiion to the daily cleaning. water. 

A mixture of fine lime and washing-soda, or caustic Oleanio? c 
soda alone, should he used to remove any coating heater. * 
from the heater. 

The internal surface of a heater should on no ac- 
count he scraped with a metallic instrument. 

•Care must he taken when handling caustic soda, 
as it has a strong corrosive action. 

All piping and the iron work of various machines Painting 
should be painted as often as is necessary, and all and poik- 
bright parte should he polished. ms - 

ffihe various duties of the staff should be made DnH . 
clear, and all the work of the creamery should be pro- staff 
perly apportioned among them. It is recommeneded 
that a list of the various duties of the staff be written 
out and hung up in the creamery. 

Machinery Equipment. 

The equipment of a “ central ” creamery should in- 
clude the following in .addition to the usual machinery 
and appliances. Machines indicated by an asterisk 
should he included in the equipment of an “ auxi- 
liary” creamery. 

*(a) Facilities for heating the milk or cream and 
separated milk to a temperature of not less 
than 185° F. 

(b) Facilities for the preparation and propagation 
of starters in quantity. 

(c) Facilities for mechanical refrigeration. 

*(d) Weighing machines for new milk, cream (in 
the case of an auxiliary, or of a central 
creamery with one or more auxiliaries), sepa- 
rated milk, and buttermilk. 

*(e) Facilities for the steaming and rinsing of sup- 
pliers’ cans at the creamery. 

(/) Cream vats fitted with submerged brine-coolers. 

(g) Facilities for the storage of butter during the 
interval between the workings. 

(h) Apparatus for the determination of the acidity 
of milk or cream, and the determination of the 
percentage of water in butter. 

*(i) A feed water heater arranged to supply hot 
water to the boiler or to the hot water tank. 

Office Equipment. 

_ Note. — The undermentioned list of office requi- 
sites is . intended to meet the case of “central" 
creameries or of “independent” separating sta- 
tions. When an “ auxiliary ” is merely a branch 
of a “central” creamery, the office equipment need 
not he so complete. In no case, however, should' 
the items marked by an asterisk be omitted. 

The office should be a separate room or space com- 
pletely partitioned ofi from the other portions of the 
creamery. . It should be provided with the following 
requisites in addition to a desk, table, and other usual 
equipment: — 

Fireproof safe for books and cash. 

*Divided shelving for holding the various books 
during office hours. 

Indexed file for letters. Transfer cases. 

Indexed file for invoices or an invoice guard hook. 
Indexed box file for receipts. 

*A number of extra strong apron files with steel 
springs or other strong files for the follow- 
ing:— 

(1) Orders received ; (2) Petty Cash Re- 
ceipts ; (3) Credit Notes and Debit Notes ; 

(4) Railway Dockets ; (5) Advice Notes ; (6) 

Butter Sales Notes ; (7) Butter Merchants’ 
Circulars ; (8) Telegrams ; (9) Quotations for 
goods ; (10) § Departmental Communications' 
and Reports. 


recd-TOd I . ns P? ot °rs and Instructors, as well as all letters, and other communications 

communications sent from the oreamery to the Department should be carefully 
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Stationery Rack. 

♦Facilities for copying letters, invoices, and advice 
notes. 

Letter Trays. 

♦Receptacle for Waste Paper. 

Postal Guide — Triplicate Telegram Book. 

♦Ready Reckoner. 

♦Rubber stamps. 

Official Railway Map, or railway maps of the 
various companies. Gazetteer. Time-table and 
Regulations of the local and other Railway 
Companies by which the produce of the 
creamery is usually carried. Manuscript 
table of railway rates (goods train) for 
produce to towns with which the creamery 


has business connections,, showing class Ax&MmfC 
rate, rate for smalls, exceptional or XXXIX. 
special nates by one or more routes. Delivery 
book or railway consignment book with counter- 
foil. 

Complete sets of books for aocounts, including the 
>llowing : — 

General Cash Book. *Petty Cash Book. 

♦Order Book (duplicate). Goods Bought Book. 
♦Platform Milk Book. *Office Milk Book. 

♦Test Book. *Milk Summary Book and Pay 
Sheet. ♦Produce Book. Stock Book. Butter 
Sales Book. Goods Sold Book. Personal Ledger. 
Impersonal Ledger. ♦Monthly Estimate Book. 

April, 1906. 


APPENDIX No. XL. 


SCHEME FOR ENCOURAGING IMPROVEMENT 
IN THE POULTRY-KEEPING INDUSTRY. 

1905-6. 

1. The Department aTe prepared, provided a suit- 
. able Instructor in. Poultry-Keeping can be obtained, 
" to approve of the appointment of at least one such 
person for each County in Ireland. In the case of 
new appointments no person shall be eligible for the 
position of Instiuctor in the county of which he or 
she is a native or in which he or she resides per- 
manently. 


It will also be the duty of the County Committee to 
undertake the responsibility of seeing that the In- 
structor’s time is fully and usefully employed. 

The County Committee shall keep a separate ac- 
count of all expenditure under this scheme, and shall 
furnish detailed statements of such expenditure as 
may from time to time be required by the Depart- 
ment. 

8. Lectures should be arranged, wherever possible, Arruga- 
to be given in schoolrooms or other suitable public “Stares, 
rooms in the evenings, and should he held in rural 
centres only. Towns and the larger villages should l" 


County Committees in obtaining an Instructor by sup- ^Cflsa' attends Tftoie lectures which are given i 

plying the names of persons qualified for tne pose. rum i part of a county, especially when the lectures 
r 3 Unless in exceptional circumstances the re- are delivered in districts where the greatest number 

®o“of " muneration of the Instructor shall not exceed £2 0 f t ] l0Se interested in poultry-keeping is to be found. 
Instructor. wee ]<; i n addition to expenses of locomotion, which ph e local Committee at each centre should be 


include second or third class railway fare, as decided sponsible for appointing a representative chairman 
by the County Committee, car hire when necessary, f 0 r each lecture, as well as for the distribution of tne 
or a bicycle allowance not exceeding 2d. per mile in short syllabus which will be prepared by the lecturer 
lieu thejetf. as soon ». .pnointed, Tho local Committee ; should 

D-mnot 4. The empl^t .1 the Ii^eto g fejg . 

£0““ SSSStorf ’ITta pS.S'tot"! ^ely^la^d »d disWbnted te^jhont^h. 


wei.' noth* in on 4 


either side. , ' to the comm^Mmenrof 1 each course of lectures. Each 

Duties of S. It will be the duty of the Instructor to deliver le(jture s h ou ld be followed by a discussion, during 

Instructor, courses of lectures on poultry-keeping, including tne w hi c h farmers and others interested in poultry-keep- 

selection of breeds, the hatching and rearing of . win ^ i n vdted to ask questions relative to their 

chickens, the feeding and housing of poultry, and the business. Where a course of lectures has already been 

marketing of the produce ; to give demonstrations ^and g^ ven a new syllabus should be presented. 


maraewng ui uuo jjiuuuw, ^ a--- given 

1™ on 9- Th. lecture should commence earl. In autumn^ 

gapes, &c., the cramming of fowls and »n the pluck continued until the end of the hatching season, season. 




tobuti^“and tokey stations referred to in Clauses monstrations in cramming, trussing, &c. 

11 and 13, to report to the Department and to the 10. The Instructor will be required to visit aU^the S!!? Uq 


County Commit^ regarding the progress of his or her egg distribution stations ^ theoounty at -least fow °^Uoni. 
work either weekly or otherwise as may be required, times between the months of October tmd Apn'-^e 
and eenerallv to give his or her whole time towards inspections shall only he made between the finish of 
1 rrrtuHr’o-.taoniTia to the ™ /course and the beginning of another course of lec- 


poultry-keeping ill uw one euui.se iuiu U1» — o -- 

, tv tures. After each inspection the Instructor shall sub- 

6. For this purpose the county should be divided mit reports to the County Committee and to the De- 
into circuits, each comprising not less than five centres, partment. 


promoting improvement 
county. 


Centres. The Instructor, except in special cases, should work 
for at least four weeks in each circuit, and deliver one 
lecture per week at each centre during that time. 
The Instructor will, when invited to do so, visit either 
visits to on the day of the lecture or on the following day, any 
?SSs. of the poultry rails in the neighbourhood, and give 
such information on poultry-keeping as the circum- 
stances of the case may suggest. 

The County Committee are alone responsible for the 
selection of centres and the arrangement of lectures. 
No work of this nature should be undertaken by the 
Instructor, though it is desirable that he or she should 
be consulted. _ 

7. It will be the duty of the County Committee to 
County 0 * select oentres at which the lectures will be given, and 
Com- to appoint a local committee, with an honorary secre- 
mittoos. tary, at each centre, who should select the school and 
arrange for the hiring, lighting, and warming of the 
room in which the lectures will be delivered. 

In selecting the centres the County Committee 
should have particular regard to districts in which 
lectures may not have been given in. previous years. 


Distribution of Settings of Eggs of Pore Breeds. 

Hens and Ducks. 

11. In counties where instruction in poultry-keeping premiums 
has been provided, the Department are prepared to dis- 
sanction a limited number of premiums of £5 each egg8 
being awarded to selected applicants who distribute 
during the season at least 70 settings of eggs ; those 
who distribute less will be paid in proportion to the 


number distributed. No maximum number of settings 
to be distributed is fixed, but owners of stations must 
continue selling eggs at the fixed price until May 31st. 
The owner may set eggs for his own use, but such 
settings will not count towards a premium. Appli- 
cants must agree to comply with the following condi- 
tions: — 

(1.) To keep one pure breed of hens only. In 
exceptional cases the Department may approve 
of more than one pure breed being kept, provided 
they are satisfied that the selected person, houses, 
runs, birds, & c., are suitable. 

H 
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Ari-ENDtx .(2.) .To sell Or destroy any existing fowl' on the 
XL. _ farm of which the' Instructor or the Department 
— may disapprove, and not to bring on the farm 

during the period for the distribution of eggs 
fowl of any description without 'the sanction of 
the Instructor and' of the Department. 

(3.) To keep no male birds on the farm other 
than those sanctioned for stock purposes of the 
breed or breeds of fowl approved of. 

(4.) To dispose of the male birds in use during 
1904-5 and to replace these with others unrelated 
to the stock at the station. 

(5.) When a piemium is claimed for hens 
alone, to keep not less than thirty or more than 
sixty of the* selected breed. If the premium is 
claimed in respect of hens and ducks, not less 
than five ducks and twenty-five hens must be 
kept, or ten ducks and twenty hens, but the total 
number of birds to be kept at any one station 
should not exceed sixty. At least one cock or 
cockerel must be kept for every ten hens or 
pullets, and one drake for every live or six 
ducks. Only one breed -of ducks can be kept. 

(6.) To replace each year at least one-third of 
the hens with early hatched pullets. 

(7.) To provide proper housing where such does 
not already exist, and in the case of two breeds 
being kept to provide a separate run for each to 
the satisfaction of the Instructor and the Depart- 
ment. The size of a run for any flock of birds 
will require to be at least twenty square yards 
per bird. 

(8.) To feed and care for the birds in such a 
manner and in such a way as the Instructor and 
the Department may require. 

(9.) To supply, during the whole of the season, 
settings of eggs from the selected birds to any 
person in the county at Is. per dozen (the pur- 
chaser to bear the cost of package and carriage), 
and to replace infertile eggs that are returned 
within one month from the date on which they 
were sent out. 

In special cases the Department may sanction 
an increase in the price of eggs, provided the 
County Committee show sufficient reasons for 
so doing. 

(10.) To stamp all eggs given out with a stamp 
provided for the purpose by the County Com- 
mittee. 

(11.) To keep in a special book provided by the 
County Committee an accurate record of all eggs 
laid and distributed. This book must be sent to 
the Secretary of the County Committee or to the 
Department when asked for by cither of these 
bodies. The books must be returned to the Secre- 
tary of the County Committee at the end of the 
distributing season, which will commence on 
the 1st December, 190S, and terminate on the 
31 st May, 1906. (See Clause 17.) 

(12.) To permit the Instructor and the Depart- 
ment to inspect the birds at any time. 

Any infringement of the above rules may entail 
the cancellation of the premium. 

CTMttonof 12- An a< ^itional grant of 50 per cent, of the actual 
houses in cost, hut in no case exceeding £2, may be 
special made to the selected persons who provide them- 
cases - selves for the purpose of this scheme with 

portable wooden fowl-houses approved by the Depart- 
ment. This will apply only to persons who are talcing 
up the scheme in 1905-6 for the first time. No grant 
will be made in respect of improvements in an existing 
house, and if a new house is obtained it must be 
portable. 

Turkeys. 

13. Premiums of £2 each may be offered to persons 
who are prepared to comply with the following con- 
ditions : — 

(1.) To keep one or more pure bred American 
Bronze stock turkey cocks for the sex-vice of 
turkey hens, the property of any person residing 
; in the county, at a fee of 6cf. per service. Each 
cock must serve twenty hens exclusive of the 
owner’s. If a smaller number are served the 
premium will be proportionately reduced. After 
twenty hens have been served the owner may re- 
fuse to allow the bird to serve more or may 
charge a higher fee. The stock birds must be 
not -less than the following weights on 1st 
January, 1906, viz. Cockerels, 22 lbs. ; adult 
birds, 28 lbs. Birds more than three years old 
are not eligible for premiums. 


(2.) To pro\ ide proper housing accommodation, 
and to feed and care for the bird or birds in such 
a manner as the Instructor and the Department 
may require. 

(3.) To keep no turkey cock other than the bird 
or birds approved for the purpose of this scheme. 

(4.) To keep j.n a special book, provided by the 
County Committee, an accurate record of services. 

This book must be sent to the Secretary of the 
County Committee or to the Department when 
required, and in any case must be returned to the 
Secretary of the County Committee not later than 
the 7th June, 1906. 

(5.) To permit the Instructor or the Depart- 
ment to inspect the birds at any rime. 

Any infringement of the above lules may entail 
the cancellation of the premium. 

A station-holder under the 3904-5 scheme will not 
be eligible to hold a premium under the 1905-6 scheme 
unless the bird kept in 1904-5 is exchanged or a new 
one purchased. 

A premium may be granted for a turkey cock selected 
in 1904-5, provided the bird is suitable in every re- 
spect, and is located at a diffex-ent station either in 
the same or another county. 

14. An applicant will be eligible for only one pre- Number of 
mium either for hens or for he.ns and ducks combined, P vera 'ums 
but he will, in addition, be eligible to hold a premium ma/S" 
for turkeys. No premium, however will be given for 
ducks alone. 

One of tke following breeds of hens and ducks 
must be selected: — 

HENS. 

Txnjing Breeds. 

Minorcas. White Leghorns. Erown Leghorns. 

General Purpose Breeds. 

Houdans. Plymouth Rooks (Barred vax-iety 
recommended). Orpingtons (Buff variety re- 
commended). White Wyandoltes. Salmon 
Eaverolles. Sussex. 


DUCKS. 

Indian Runner. Aylesbury. Pekin. 

15. As soon as the Instructor has been appointed 
and the number of premiums proposed to be awarded 
h'as been approved of by the Department, the County 
Committee shall invite applications from persons in 
the county who already possess^ or are willing to pur- 
chase, peixs of the appi-oved pure breeds of hens or 
ducks; or to keep one or more pixve-bred turkey cocks, 
and who are prepared to comply with the above con- 
ditions. When these applications have been received 
the County Instructor in Poultry-keeping will, as soon 
as possible, inspect and report to the County Com- 
mittee as to the number of suitable applicants. The 
names of the selected applicants, with full particulars 
as to the breeds, number of birds, and housing, should 
then be submitted for the approval of the Department, 
who may thereupon further inspect the selected fax-ms, 
and submit a list of those of which they approve to 
the County Committee for their final selection. 

16. The Department will not consider- applications 
fx-om a county in respect of premiums under this 
scheme later than 1st December, 1905. 

County Committees who intend to adopt this scheme 
should have all arrangements completed prior- to the 
1st January, 1906. 

17. — (1-) Not later than 7th June, 1906, the 
selected applicants for premiums must fox-ward to the 
Secretary of the County Committee the recox-d books 
referred to in Clauses 11 (11), and 13 (4), accom- 
panied by a statutory declax-ation certifying that the 
entries in these books are correct, and that all the 
conditions of this scheme have been complied with. 

(2.) As soon as the Depax-tment are satisfied as to 
the fulfilment of the conditions of this scheme, the 
Secretary of the County Committee will be notified 
that payment may be made by the Committee of the 
premiums or portions thereof pavable under this 
scheme. 


selecting 
holders of 
premiums. 


(3.) Any premiums not applied for by the 7th June, 

1906, shall be considered as having lapsed. 

Forms for the declaration requix-ed by this clause 
may be had on application to the Secretary of the 
County Committee. 

18. No action shall bo taken by the County Com- Scheme to 
mittee towards putting this scheme, or any part by 
thereof, into operation until the sanction of the De- Deparb- 
partment has been obtained in writing. n ' ent • 
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APPENDIX No. XLI. 


SCHEME FOR ENCOURAGING IMPROVEMENT 
IN THE FLAX-GROWING INDUSTRY, 1905-6. 

The following programme has been adopted by the 
Department for encouraging improvement in the flax- 
growing industry during the season 1905-6 : — 

I. — Field Experiments. 

Variety tests and manurial experiments will be 
continued. The object of these experiments is to 
ascertain the relative value of various varieties of 
flax seed and the influence of certain manures on the 
yield and quality of the flax crop. Experiments on 
seed selection will also be undertaken. A report on 
the experiments carried out in 1904 has appeared in 
No. 3, Vol. 5, of the Department’s Journal, and will 
also be published and .distributed in leaflet form. 

II. — Rippling Experiments. 

With a view to testing whether rippling may be 
rofitably undertaken in this country experiments will 
e again carried out in 1905-6 and a report on the re- 
sults will be published. 

III. — Artificial Retting. 

The Flax Supply Association propose to continue at 
Millisle the experiments on the drying of green straw 
for the purpose of determining whether flax retting 
on the artificial system can be profitably carried out 
in Ireland. 

IV. — Collection of Statistics. 

An attempt will again be made to collect statistics 
with reference to the flax crop through the managers 
of co-operative flax societies. 

V. — Scutching Tests. 

The scutching trials started four years ago at Cart- 
hall, near Coleraine, to test various systems of scutch- 
ing, will be continued during 1905-6 with such modifi- 
cations as previous experience may suggest. 

VI. — Formation of Flax Societies. 

The Department, subject to conditions to be pre- 
scribed by them, are prepared in a limited number 
of cases to assist farmers in establishing co-operative 
flax societies by paying a portion of the salary of an 
approved manager, and by granting loans for the 
erection of machinery. 

Applications for assistance of this nature should be 
made to the Secretary of the Department. As soon 
as the Department are satisfied that the conditions 
are favourable for the formation of a society, an 
organiser will be sent to the district. 

VII. — Prizes for Growers and for Owners of and 
Employees of Scltch Mills. 

The Department have set aside a sum of money to 
enable the County Committee in each of the counties 
interested in Flax growing — 

(A.) To hold a number of flax shows on the same 
lines as in the past four years. 

(B.) To offer prizes to growers for flax on foot. 

((7.) To offer prizes to scutch mill-owners, scutchers, 
and employees in scutch mills on the result 
of inspection of scutch mills. 

A County Committee may adopt section * A and B 
or sections B and C, or any one of these sections. 

Section A. 

Flax For the purpose of this section a county may be 

shows. divided into districts, in each of which a show of 

scutched flax may be held, at which it is suggested 
the following prizes be offered : — 

(a.) — Growers. 

First Prize, . . 3 bags flax seed. 

Second Prize, . . 2 ,, 

Third Prize, . .1 bag ,, 
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(b.) — Scutchers. 

Scutchers employed in the mill where the first prize 
lots were scutched 

2 bags flax seed. 

Scutchers employed in mills where the second prize 
lots were scutched : — 

1 bag flax seed. 

(c.) — Other employees. 

For other persons employed in the mill where the 
first prize lots were scutuched: — 

2 bags flax seed. 

Similar employees in mills where the second prize 
lots were scutched : — 

1 bag flax seed. 

(d.) — Mill-owners. 

This class may be omitted if the County Committee 
so desire. 

Owners of mills in which the first prize lots were 
scutched : — 

2 bags flax seed. 

Owners of mills in which the second prize lots were 
©cutched: — 

1 bag flax seed. 

Section B. 

For the purpose of this section the county may be Flax on 
divided into districts, in each of which prizes for to3U 
flax on foot may be offered, e.g. : — 

(a.) For growers the valuation of whose holding does 
not exceed £10, and who grow at least half a statute 
acre of flax. 

(6.) For growers the valuation of whose holding ex- 
ceeds £10 but does not exceed £25, and who grow at 
least one statute acre of flax. 

(c.) For growers the valuation of whose holding ex- 
ceeds £25 but does not exceed £50, and who grow at 
least two statute acres of flax. 

(d.) For growers the valuation of whose holding 
exceeds £50, and who grow at le^st three statute acres 
of flax. 

N.B. — The limits of valuation in the foregoing 
classes (ire not prescribed; they are merely inserted 
as an indication to County Committees to encourage 
the small grower. 

When judging growing crops the judge shall take 
into consideration : — 

(a.) Freedom of crop from weeds ; 

(6.) Uniformity of crop; 

(c.) Length and quality of crop. 

Section C. 

For the purpose of this section the county may be i nspec tion 
divided into districts, in each of which it is suggested of Mills, 
that prizes be offered as follows: — 

(a.) Three or more prizes to be competed for by the 
owners of scutch mills. 

(6.) A like number of prizes to the scutchers em- 
ployed in the successful competing mills. 

(c.) A like number of prizes to other employees en- 
gaged in the successful mills. 

When inspecting scutch mills the judge shall take 
into consideration : — 

(a.) The general arrangements (buildings, 
machinery, storage). 

(6.) The quality of scutching (handling of flax). 

(c.) Care and disposal of tow. 

(d.) General management. 

General Regulations. 

1. A County Committee adopting this scheme shall Appotnt- 
appoint a special sub-committee for flax, which must S,b"c°m- 
be restricted to six members, each of whom should be mittee for 
an experienced grower or scutcher of flax ; and this flax * 
sub-committee shall be given full authority to ad- 
minister the county scheme when sanctioned in writ- 
ing by the Department. 

H 2 
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Appendix 2. The sub-committee shall be responsible for or- 
XLI. ganising shows under section A, and for making all 
— arrangements in connection with sections A, B, and 
Sw?ity of C ; but no payments under this scheme shall be autho- 
sub-com- xised, except by the County Committee. 

Adver- 3. The County Committee shall, by means of ad- 
tising, etc. vertisements in the local papers and by posters, invite 
applications on special forms from persons in the 
county desirous of competing for the prizes offered 
under this scheme. Copies of these posters must be 
forwarded to the Department. 

Prizes in 4. All prizes under this scheme, whether in connec- 
ted only. tion with section A, or C, shall be paid in flax seed 
only, which will be procured by the Department and 
sold to the County Committee at cost price. In con- 
nection with section B, the prizes may be paid in 
money or seed at the discretion of the 'County Com- 
mittee. 

Details of 5. Not later than the 26th September, 1905, and not 
tobe° e l® 58 than six weeks before the date of the first show, 
submitted, the County Committee must submit, for the approval 
of the Department, on the form provided for the pur- 
pose, a complete statement showing: — 

In regard to section A — (1) the classes to he provided 
at each show ; (2) the quantity of flax to be exhibited 
by one person in each class, which should not be less 
than 16 stones ; (3) the number and value of the prizes 
to be ofiered : (4) the place, suggested date, and hour 
of each show. (N.B.— Two or more alternative dates, 
being flax market days, should be suggested for each 
show) ; (5) the instructions to exhibitors, together with 
such conditions of award, in addition to the compulsory 
provisions in the following clauses as the Committee 
. may consider desirable. 

In regard to section B — (1) the number of districts 
into which it is proposed to divide the county ; 

(2) the limits of valuation in each class ; (3) the num- 
ber and value of prizes in each class. 

In regard to section C — (1) the number of discricts 
into which it is proposed to divide the* county; and 
(2) particulars as to the prizes to be offered to 
millowners, scutchers, and other employees respec- 
tively. (N.B. — A list of the names and addresses of 
the competing scutch mill-owners, the number of 
scutchers and other employees engaged in each such 
mill, must be submitted to the Department on the 
form provided for the purpose within six days after 
the close of the period for receiving entries). 

6. All growers of flax shall be eligible to compete 
for prizes in sections A and B, subject to the regula- 
tions of this scheme. 

No . 7. Under section A no grower shall be paid more 

ca“receive than one prize during the season, and under this same 
two prizes, section no individual can receive a prize both as a 
grower and as a mill-owner. 


Persons 
eligible to 
compete. 


8. If, in the opinion of the'^udge, the flax exhibited Without 
under section A, the crop inspected under section B, Prizes in 
or the work inspected in scutch mills under section C, eaUS!® 
does not show sufficient merit, the prizes must be with- 
held. 

9. If it be discovered that any fraud, deception, or Fraudulent 
dishonest practice has been committed, either in con- Practices, 
nection with the preparation or ownership of the 
scutched flax or growing flax, or in any representation 
regarding exhibits of growing crop or scutch mills 
which may have affected, or have been intended to 

affect, the decision of the judge or judges, the offend- 
ing person shall be disqualified, and shall be debarred 
from obtaining any future benefits under the Depart- 
ment’s scheme. He shall also forfeit any claim in 
respect of prizes awarded under this scheme. The De- 
partment reserve to themselves the right to publish 
the names of such persons if deemed expedient. 

10. No action shall be taken by -any local authority DetaiUof 
towards putting any portion of this scelime into opera- sohemeto 
tion until the sanction of the Department to the Com- " prov d 
mittee’s proposals has been obtained in writing. The by Depart- 
scheme, when sanctioned by the Department, must be ment - 
considered as final for the year. 

11. The County Committee shall, subject to the ap- Appoiut- 
proval of the Department, appoint a competent judge mentot 
or judges under this scheme. The person appointed iudB6, 
must not be a resident of the county in which he is 

to act. 

12. (1.) Not later than six days after the holding Paymentot 
of each show the Secretary of the County Committee prizes ' 
shall submit to the Department for approval, on the 

form provided for the purpose, a statement showing 
the name and address of each of the prize-winners 
under section A, and the quantity of flax seed to 
which each winner is entitled. (2) Similar returns 
in respect of competitions in section B and section C 
should be furnished to the Department within one 
week after the work of judging has terminated. (3) 

The awards will not be final until the sanction of the 
Department has been conveyed in win ting to the Secre- 
tary. 

13. The Secretary of the County Committee shall S'crotiry 

keep a separate account of expenditure in connection £ p ~|J e 
with each section of this scheme, and shall furnish account at 
same to the Department when required. tur& *" 

14. Subject to the foregoing regulations being com- D=part- 
plied with, the Department will be prepared to refund 
County Committees 50 per cent, of all authorised ex- 
penditure under this scheme. 

15. The decision of the Department in all matters Depart- 

of dispute in connection with this scheme shall be““^ a 
final. llnal. 


Append tx APPENDIX No. XLII. 

XLIT. 


FRUIT AS A FARM CROP. 

PROPOSED PRACTICAL EXPERIMENTS. 

Fruit can and should be grown by every oc- 
cupier of land in Ireland .as food for the 
home. The Department have already a scheme 
under which funds are offered to County 
Committees, of Agriculture for developing this side of 
the industry. The present leaflet, however, deals 
with quite another side of the question, viz., the 
cultivation of fruit for market on strictly commercial 
lines, and as a field crop to partially replace grass, 
grain, and roots in certain districts favoured by suit- 
able soil and climate. For three years the Depart- 
ment have been collecting evidence as to the possi- 
bilities of this industry in Ireland ; and the opinion of 
experts, the success of the fruit show at Cork last 
year, together with the results obtained in the North 
of Ireland and in Counties Louth, Meath, and Dublin, 
have convinced them that fruit of excellent quality can 
he grown in this country. There remains, however, 
the test question — •Will fruit-growing pay, and, if so, 
how do the net returns compare with those obtained 
from other crops? That fruit will realise more per 
acre than most crops is undoubted, and has been de- 
monstrated by fruit-growers in several counties in the 
North of Ireland ; but the cost of production is much 
higher, the capital required is greater, more labour 


must be employed, and far more attention given. In 
many districts "in the Midlands and South of Ireland 
the conditions are more favourable to fruit-growing 
than in the North, where the industry already exists. 
If, therefore, fruit-growing pays in the North, it should 
pay better in the South. There many believe that 
fruit, as a farm crop, would pay, but hesitate to take 
it up. This hesitation appears to be due chiefly to the 
following reasons : — 

(1) Accurate data as to cost and value of yield 
are not easily obtainable ; 

(2) The planting of fruit trees partakes of the 
nature of a permanent improvement ; 

(3) The initial expenditure is high ; 

(4) The best markets are already being supplied 
by other countries ; 

(5) Transit facilities and freight charges are dis- 
couraging ; 

(6) There is a general impression that great skill 
is essential to success. 

(7) Technical advice has not hitherto been avail- 
able ; 

(8) The annoyance and loss caused by pilfering. 

These are, it must he admitted, serious, but not 
insurmountable difficulties. 

To put this matter to a definite test, the Department 
propose to aid in carrying out a series of experiments 
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winch should dpi ermine the cost of fencing, planting, 
cultivating, gathering, grading, transit, and market- 
ing ; and settle whether, after all these items have been 
allowed for, there is a sufficient net return to the 
farmer to compensate him for his capital outlay, as 
compared with the alternative uses of the same amount 
of land. , 

Operations under the new Land Act will, it is hoped, 
encourage farmers to undertake permanent improve- 
ments, such as tree planting, more readily than in the 


past. 


Present facilities for the transit of fruit are, it must 
be admitted, vexatious and even prohibitive. It must 


be entirely independent of the horticultural opera- Appendix 
tions of the County Committees of Agriculture. 

9. In all cases of dispute relating to this experi- 
ment, the decision of the Department shall be 
final. . , 

These conditions may appear stringent, but the 
Department have decided to impose them after serious 
consideration, and they do not see that the object 
which they have in view would be accomplished if the 
regulations were relaxed. It must be remembered that 
the profits of the experiment will be the farmer's own ; 
and if the work is carried out in accordance with the 
conditions of the contract, he will not he asked to 


be admitted, vexatious and even prohibitive, it musu 0 g er 


and shipping companies ... 

they are not likely to undertake until such times as 
the consignments of fruit promise to become both sub- 
stantial and regular. , . , . , 

The Department will undertake to supply technical 
advice and information as to the best markets, so far 
as lies in their power. . 

Finally, pilfering will speedily cease in any district 
in which fruit-growing becomes general. The annoy- 


fanner who undertakes the work will fulfil his obliga- 
tions. No one, therefore, should offer his services who 
does not feel that he could accept the conditions in the 
spirit in which they are made. It should be remem- 
bered, at the same time, that the object of the 
Department is to serve the agricultural community, 
and no one who finds it in ihis power to help himself 
and the country should be unwilling to take part i - 

, ... i it qcVo/I rln bo hv h 


ance and loss from this cause are inversely proportional ®“ig h ^ u ^^e"Dei^ment do" not wish to do’ any- 
navmg » , , _ . ■, ™>, arTaasi nr he, a serious loss to any 


l experiment if he is asked to do so by his 


to the number of fruit-growers ^here^no thm^hat' would embarrass or be a serious loss to any 

shown that where everyone grows fruit- there is no farm B ex They believe that there will be no loss in 

Mw industry «,«™ » }*• 


some sacrifice on the part of everyone concerned ; but 
to start fruit-growing requires a very special effort, 
in which the Department are prepared to take part, 
and for this purpose, as well as to collect accurate 


be a profit, but ’some risk must be undertaken by the 


farmer or the work cannot proceed. No one need be 
afraid of entering upon the work lest it might prove 
embarrassing owing to unforeseen circumstances such, 
for example, as the land changing hands, as the De- 


formation for Irish farmers partm entwill” be^prepared"' to' take into consideration 

undertake a limited number of any good and sufficient cause for terminating the 

growing on a large scale. Prodded they .are Ringed ^ ^ pn onfl will undertake the 

- - - experiment who has not 


to do so by offers of help from a 
farmers in a few districts to he selected for the ex- 
periments. 

The conditions under which assistance will be given 
are as follows : — 

1. Business considerations alone must determine 
the place and plan of the experiments. , _ 

2. Only those districts where all the conditions 
•necessary to success appear to he favourable will 
be examined or selected. 

3. At least twenty farmers, who-se lands are close 
together and within reasonable distance of a rail- 

unrlortalre tn fence and 


one will undertake the 
woo » reasonable prospect of 

carrying it to a conclusion, and who is not prepared 
to furnish accurate information as to the progress and 


results of the undertaking. 

As the ground will have to he’ cultivated and not left 
in grass, there will be a considerable amount of labour 
entailed each year, and it is. therefore, important that 
only those should make application who are either m 
a position to provide the labour or who have a family 
at home capable of doing the work. 

With regard to fencing the plot, the Department will 
at first be satisfied with a good 4^-ft. post and wire 
fence — at least two wires of which are barbed — with 
a well-hung gate, which can be locked. It may, how- 
ever, be necessary to plant a hedge also for shelter if 
such is really necessary. Part of the plot may be- 

protected by an existing fence, if it is such as wilP 
exclude stock, and is not readily climbed by pilferers. 

The number of districts selected must naturally be- 
limited. The Department will be satisfied if four- 
experiments can be started this winter. In the event-. 
of the farmers of a district deciding to make applica- 
tor a period of not less than five years. tion, the following procedure should be adopted : — A 

5. The farmer must provide labour, but all work fgw me|1 interested in the work should endeavour to- 

must be. done strictly in accordance with the duec- secure the co-operation of their neighbours, and as 

tions of an expert .provided for the purpose by the Mon as there is a reasonable hope of obtaining the- 

Department. , , necessary number of farmers, they should appoint one 

6. The Department will provide, free of cost, p ergon to correspond with the Department on thedr- 

fruit trees, the services of an expert, accurate behalf, and to make application for the services of an 
information with regard to the best and most GX p er t to inspect the land. All correspondence with: 
convenient markets, and will refund one-half of the Department should invariably be conducted in this-- 

: — +l '“ f> "” f +n " nv market manner and no t by farmers individually. 

Applications should reach the Department not later- 
than the 15th December, 1903, if they are to receive- 
attention this year. The offer may or may not be 
repeated in 1904. 


way station, must each undertake to fence and 
plant with fruit trees one statute acre. 

4. The selected fanners must sign a form of 
undertaking to fence, plant, cultivate, and manure 
the land ; to gather, grade, pack and sell the 
fruit ; to keep a record of all receipts and expen- 
diture for publication ; and to do all other work 
necessary to the success of the experiment, in 
accordance with the directions of the Department, 


the cost of the carriage on the fruit to any market 
in the United Kingdom, during the five years 
which the experiment is intended to last. 

7. The Department will undertake no respon- 
sibility as to the result of the experiment. 

8. The scheme, which is a central one and is 
being financed directly by the Department, will 


November, 1903. 


APPENDIX No. XLIII. 


SCHEME OF INSTRUCTION IN HORTICUL- 
TURE AND THE MANAGEMENT OF BEES, 
1905-6. 

Aoooint- 1- The Department are prepared, provided a suit- 
mentof able Instructor in Horticulture and Bee-keeping can 
Instructor. be obtained, to approve of the appointment of at 
least one such person for each County in Ireland, 
kn the case of new appointments no person shall be 
eligible for the position of Instructor in the county 
of which he is a native, or in which he permanently 
resides. 


2. The Department will, 
the County Committee in obtaining an Instructor, 


XLIIL 

possible, assist “~ 


by supplying the names of persons qualified for the 
post. If a County Committee should find it ; *- 


possible to obtain "a person competent to give in- 
struction in both branches the Department may 
sanction the employment of separate Instructors for 
each subject. 

3. The remuneration of the Instructor shall not, n 'muoera- 
unless in exceptional circumstances, exceed £2 per lion- 
week, in addition to expenses of locomotion, which 
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Appendix include second or third-class railway fare, as decided 
XLHI. by. the. County Committee, car hire when necessary, 
or a bicycle allowance not exceeding 2d. per mile in 
lieu thereof. 

of'oDDoSt- **■ T * le employment of the Instructor under this 
mentT * scheme shall not continue beyond the 30th September, 
1906, and is terminable at any time previous to that 
date by the giving of four weeks’ notice in writing on 
either side. 

Xastnfctor ** ^ tlle ^ ut y of the Instructor to give de- 

monstrations and to deliver lectures on horticultural 
subjects, such as soils, manures, vegetable, fruit, and 
flower cultivation, plant diseases, and insect pests ; 
to visit gardens and orchards, and give practical de- 
monstration on spraying, planting, pruning, and 
grafting of fruit trees ; to conduct such ex- 
periments and other demonstrations in the spring 
and summer as may he approved by the De- 
partment ; to select suitable land for this pur- 
pose ; to supervise the sowing of the seeds 
and manures, and the keeping of the plots free 
from weeds ; to weigh the produce, tabulate the 
figures, and prepare a report on the results ; to give 
instruction in the principles and practice of modern 
bee-keeping ; to deal with diseases of bees ; to reply 
to letters from those seeking his advice on horticul- 
tural and bee-keeping subjects ; to report to the 
Department and to the County Committee on the 
progress of his work either weekly or otherwise, as 
may be required ; and generally to give his whole 
time to the work and to do all in his power to 
further the interests of horticulture and bee-keeping 
in the county. 

tio™for 0Sa ■ rlle * nstrlIc{or shall report to the County Com- 
destrnction mif* 6 ® on all cases of foul brood which may come 
-of stocks, under his notice. He may, subject to the consent 
of the owner of the bees being previously obtained 
by him, destroy infected stocks by burning them, and 
shall take all due precautions against the spread of 
the disease. He must advise in writing the County 
Committee of each case in which stocks are so de- 
stroyed, and the County Committee may, if they 
think fit, pay to the owners of such stocks a sum 
not exceeding 5s. for each stock destroyed, provided 
that the amount set aside in the County Scheme for 
compensation under this clause shall not be ex- 
ceeded. 

and 0Uits 7 - or tIle purposes of this scheme the county 
centr.s. should be divided into circuits. The Instructor should 
work for three or four weeks in each circuit, and 
give lectures and demonstrations during that time. 
In cases, however, where an Instructor may be em- 
ployed to give instruction in bee-keeping only it will 
not be necessary to divide the county into circuits. 
In such instances demonstrations can be arranged 
for at centres from which applications have been 
.made through the Secretary of the County Committee 
for his services. The Instructor will visit gardens, 
•orchards or apiaries in the district, and give such 
-information on practical subjects as the circumstances 
•of the case may suggest. 

The County Committee are alone responsible for the 
selection of centres for lectures and demonstrations. 
.No work of this nature should be undertaken bv the 
Instructor, though it is desirable that he should be 
consulted. 

"ffijftfi. , U "i! 1 be J» °* *• Omitr Committee to 
select centres at which the lectures and demonstra- 
tions will be given, and to appoint at each centre a 
local committee, with an honorary secretary, who 


should select the school and arrange for . the hiring, 
lighting, and warming of the room in which the lec- 
tures will be delivered! 

In selecting centres the County Committee should 
have particular regard to districts in which lectures 
and demonstrations may not have been given in pre- 
vious years. 

It will also be the duty of the County Committee 
to undertake the responsibility of seeing that the 
Instructor’s time is fully and usefully employed. 

The County Committee shall keep a separate ac- 
count of all expenditure under this scheme, and shall 
furnish detailed statements of such expenditure as 
may from time to time be required by the Depart- 
ment. 

9. Lectures should be arranged to be given in school- Arran ?c- 
rooms or other suitable public rooms in the evenings ^ 0 6 [ n “ for 
and should be held in rural centres. Towns and the nres ‘ 
larger villages should be avoided, as experience has 
shown that the greatest success attends those lectures 
which are given in the rural parts of a county. The 
local committee at each centre should be responsible 
for appointing a representative chairman for each 
lecture as well as for the distribution of the short 
syllabus of the lectures which will be prepared by the 
lecturer as soon as he is appointed. The local com- 
mittee should undertake to have posters and hand- 
bills, which will be supplied by the Secretary of the 
County Committee, effectively displayed and dis- 
tributed throughout their district. Copies of these 
posters and handbills should be forwarded to the 
Department at least a week prior to the commence- 
ment of each course of lectures. Each lecture should 
be followed by a discussion, during which persons 
interested in horticulture and bee-keeping will bo 
invited to ask questions. Where a course of lectures 
has already been given a new syllabus should be pre- 
sented. 


10. The horticultural demonstrations should com- Season, 
mence early in autumn and be continued throughout 
the whole year. 

, n r « ao l l circuit one demonstration plot may be Demons 
selected for the purpose of growing vegetables, flowers, tiation 
and fruit, and showing improved methods of culti- plols - 
vation. The seeds, manures, and fruit trees, and, if 
necessary, fencing will be, subject to approval of De- 
partment, paid for out of the sum set aside for 
demonstration plots ; the labour to be given gratui- 
tously by the persons providing the plots, and the 
produce to be their property. 

12. The County Committee may purchase fruit, Distribu- 
torest and ether trees, shrubs, or plants, in bulk, tion of 
and resell them at cost price, including carriage, to tl8ea ’ Ac " 
farmers and cottagers in the county. As, however, it 

has come to the knowledge of the Department that 
trees and plants infested with disease have been im- 
ported into Ireland, it will be necessary for County 
Committees who intend to put this clause into opera- 
tion to invite tenders from nurserymen and before 
acceptance to submit them to the Department for 
examination. The Department may, if they think it 
advisable, inspect the trees, &c., that are offered for 
sale, and satisfy themselves that they are suitable 
and free from disease. 

13. No action shall be taken by the County Com- Scheme to 

tC T rds P^iiig this scheme, or any part ** 
thereof, into operation until the sanction of the De- byDepnrt- 
partment has been obtained in writing. meat. 


Appendix 

XHV. 


APPENDIX No. XLIV. 


SEED TESTING STATION FOR IRELAND. 

There is every reason to believe that one cause o 
the partial failure of crops is due to the use of in 
tenor seeds, particularly in the case of the smalle; 
grass and clover seeds. Frequent reports have beer 
received from various parts of Ireland pointing oui 
the prevalence of, and injury caused by weeds ir 
•pasture and arable fields. There can be little doubl 
tliat many weeds .are introduced .along with the seed 
sown, especially in the case of grass and clover seeds 
among which weed seeds can often be recognized 
only by an expert. Hitherto Irish farmers have not 
had an opportunity of obtaining, at a small cost 


information enabling them to guard against the use 
or seed which is impure or otherwise defective. In 
consideration of these facts, the Department have 
established for the use of farmers and others in Ire- 
land a Seed Testing Station, for which the Depart- 
ment will be directly responsible. 

, P° ints „ be looked for in good' seed are- 
la) Purity ; (b) Percentage of Germination : (c) True 
Value ; (d) Germinating Energy (e) Pedigree. 


(a.) Purity. 

By pure seed ii meant, that the seeds composing 
the sample are all of one kind — and that there is a 
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complete absence of sand and other foreign sub- 
stances. The seed must also be genuine, i.e. true to 
name. Absolutely pure seed is not looked for ; but, 
owing to improved machinery for cleaning, there is 
now no difficulty in obtaining seed which may, for 
all practical purposes, be considered as pure, and 
many firms are prepared to guarantee a very high 
percentage of purity. Unfortunately, many farmers 
are content to use impure seed, and this system is 
responsible, not only for diminished yield in crop, 
but also for the spread of obnoxious weeds, the ex- 
clusion of which would increase yield of crop, save 
much labour, and prevent the unsightly appearance 
which many fields present in summer. The Depart- 
ment are informed that farmers occasinally make 
' use of the sweepings of hay sheds for seeding, a 
practice which cannot he too strongly condemned. 
Such a method is bound to result in great loss. 

Apart from the presence of sand and other foreign 
substances impurities may be divided into two classes 
— (1) seeds of more or less value to the buyer, but 
not of the kind asked for, and (2) seeds of plants 
useless or distinctly injurious. Accompanying the 
statement of the percentage of impurity, furnished 
by the Department, an account will be given of the 
character of the impurity. 


Sampling. Appendix 

XLIV. 

On taking a sample to be sent to the Department ' , 
for analysis, farmers must be very careful to secure 
a fair sample of the bulk of the seed bought, and they 
should make the selection in the presence of witnesses. 

In selecting seed from a bag, a sample must not be 
taken from the top alone, but also from the middle 
and from near the bottom. If the seed bought as 
delivered in more than one bag, samples must be 
taken from each. All the samples should then be 
well mixed together, and a quantity — not less than 
one ounce in the case of grass and other small seeds, 
and not less than two ounces in the case of larger 
seeds — should be taken from the mixture. The sample 
so taken should be forwarded in a suitable envelope 
addressed to the Secretary, Department of Agriculture 
and Technical Instruction for Ireland, Upper Mer- 
rion-street, Dublin. If sent by letter post, the 
postage of the sample need not be paid ; but, if sent 
by parcels post, it must be paid. Farmers can obtain 
suitable envelopes for the purpose on application to 
the Department. All communications and packages 
bearing on the subject of seed examination should 
have clearly indicated on the outside of the cover 
the words, “Seed Testing Division.” 


(b.) Percentage of Germination. 

By this is meant the number of seeds in each hun- 
dred which sprout within a given time, taken from 
a sample of the true seed after removal of its im- 
purities. 

(c.) True Value. 

Without taking into account the percentage of 
purity, it is obvious that the percentage of germina- 
tion does not give a complete indication of the worth 
of the seed. Accordingly, to present the result of the 
examination of the sample in a concise form, it is 
usual to multiply the percentage of purity by the 
percentage of germination, and divide by 100. The 
resulting figure indicates the “ true value ” of the 
Eeed, taking perfect seed as 100. 


( d .) Germinating Energy. 

A sample of seed may possess a high percentage of 
purity and of germination, i.e., its so-called true 
value may be high, and yet the quality may be in- 
ferior, as shown by the fact that sprouting is ex- 
tremely slow, or irregular, or that the young plants 
are so weak as to prevent the sample from being 
regarded as satisfactory. In addition to pure seed, 
and seed possessing a high percentage of germina- 
tion, the farmer requires seed that will sprout uni- 
formly and vigorously. If, owing to the seed being 
old, badly filled, or carelessly stored, the young 
plants are weak and die off, a high percentage of ger- 
mination gives an incorrect idea of the value of the 
seed to the farmer. 


(c.) Pedigree. 

By careful selection, by cultivation on a special 
class of soil, or propagation under a change of 
climate, one botanical species may give rise to several 
agricultural varieties. Thus, many varieties of the 
swede become more or less fixed in type, due to careful 
selection and cultivation. When the characteristics 
of such varieties are fixed, the seed may be said to 
have a pedigree. It must be clearly understood that 
the pedigree of seeds cannot be determined in a ger- 
minating test. The point is, however, one of primary 
importance, and can only be decided by field experi- 
ments accompanied by an investigation into the origin 
of the seed. 


Guarantee. 

In purchasing seeds farmers should require from 
seedsmen a guarantee of purity, and percentage of 
germination. The Department hope that in this 
matter they will receive the hearty co-operation of 
both seedsmen and farmers. 


Reports and Fees. 

As a rule a preliminary or interim report, complete 
enough to indicate the character of the seed for 
buying purposes, will be sent from the Station, 
within the first week. A full report, containing, a 
complete statement of results, will be furnished in 
two weeks in the case of clovers, and four weeks in 
the case of grass seeds. 

Farmers should purchase all grass and clover seeds 
separately, and by weight. Analysis of a sample of. 
mixed grass and clover seeds cannot be undertaken. 

The following are the fees to seedsmen : — 
s. d. 

Report on Purity, . .10 per sample.. 

Report on Purity and Germi- 
nation, . . . .20 do, 

To bona fide farmers the fee in all cases is Three- 
Pence per sample. 

Samples of seed sent for report should in all cases 
be accompanied by the proper fees. 

Reports on samples sent by farmers and seedsmen, 
will be made only on the condition that such reports 
are for the individual use of the sender. A report 
must not be used as a trade advertisement. The term 
“seedsman” will include any person engaged, no 
matter on how small a scale, in the wholesale or.- 
retail trade in agricultural seeds. 


Identification of Plants and Plant Diseases. 

In order to assist farmers in acquiring an accurate 
knowledge of the grasses, weeds, and diseases of 
plants, the Department are prepared to furnish, free 
of charge, a brief report on specimens submitted for 
examination. The specimens should be as complete 
and as fresh as possible, and should be addressed to 
the Secretary, Department of Agriculture and Tech- 
nical Instruction for Ireland, Upper Merri on-street, 
Dublin, with the words “ Seed Testing Division ” 
marked on the outside of the cover. 

The samples must be carefully packed, and if sent 
by parcels post the postage must be prepaid. 

N.B. — The station will be closed from 15tli August 
to 15th September in each year. 


Department of Agriculture and Technical 
Instruction for Ireland, 

February, 1905. 

Copies of this leaflet may be obtained free of charge, 
and post free, an application to the. Secretary, de- 
partment of Agriculture and Technical Instruction, 
for Ireland, Upper Merrion-street, Dublin. Letters of 
application so addressed need not be stamped. 
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APPENDIX No. XLV. 


SCHEME FOR ENCOURAGING IMPROVEMENT IN 
THE BREEDS OF HOBBES. 

1906. 


The schemes for the improvement of live stock for 1905 
have, after consultation with the Department's Special 
Advisory Committees, been adopted for the year 1906, 
with a few minor alterations. 

As several County Committees have expressed a 
desire that measures should be taken to improve dairy 
■cattle by the selection and registration of dairy cows, 
it is proposed to arrange the details of a system 
applicable to the whole of Ireland, which may, with 
the consent of the Department, be put in force by 
County Committees interested in this class of stock. 


GENERAL REGULATIONS. 

1. The main objects of this scheme are to encourage 
the improvement of Horse Breeding in Ireland by 
inducing stallion owners to keep suitable and sound 
sires of a high degree of excellence, and by inducing 
farmers to retain their best young mares for breeding 
purposes. When arranging the details of this scheme 
to suit local requirements each County Committee of 
Agriculture and Technical Instruction, hereinafter 
referred to as the County Committee, is requested _ td 
secure to small farmers as large a share of the resulting 
benefits as is practicable. 

2. The sum to be provided by the Department under 
this scheme for encouraging improvement in the breeds 
of horses in a county will depend on — (1) the amount 
provided in aid of the scheme by local authorities, (2) 
the special needs of the locality, and (3) the proportion 
which the amount of the local contribution bears to 
the genuine capacity of the locality to contribute. 

In accordance with Section 16 (6) of the Agriculture 
and Technical Instruction (Ireland) Act, 1899, the 
Department will not, in the absence of special consi- 
derations, apply or approve of the application of money 
under this scheme in a locality out of which aid is not 
given either by local authorities or from other local 
rsources. 

3. The joint fund available under this and other live 
stock schemes, comprising the grant from the Depart- 
ment and the money provided locally, will, subject to 
the approval of the Department, be administered in a 
county in accordance with the provisions of Clauses 6 
and 7. 

4. The Secretary of the County Committee, herein- 
after referred to as the Secretary, whose appointment 
for the year and whose duties must first be approved 
by the Department, shall act as Secretary to the sub- 
committee for live stock. 

5. lit will be the duty of the Secretary to submit, 
for the approved of the Department, all details of 
schemes proposed for his county. 

No action shall be taken by any local authority to- 
wards putting this scheme into operation until the 
sanction of the Department has been obtained in 
writing. 

6. The County Council should by resolution delegate 
to the County Committee full powers for the purposes 
of the Agriculture and Technical Instruction (Ireland) 
Act, 1899, and that Committee should appoint from 
among their own members an executive sub-committee 
for live stock. 

No payments, however, in connection with this 
scheme shall be authorised except by the County Com- 
mittee. 


7. The duties of the sub-committee for live stock duties or 
will be to frame the details of the live stock schemes 

for the county in accordance with the conditions of Uveftoct 
the Department's general scheme, and to act as the 
executive committee for the administration of such 
county schemes when they have been approved by the 
County Committee and by the Department, but the 
executive sub-committee shall not have the power of 
altering or amending such approved schemes or of 
authorising any payment in connection with these 
schemes. 

8. The joint fund available under this scheme shall, Allocation 
after the expenses of administration are provided for, otIucdi 
be applied solely for nominations of mares. 

9. In the event of there not being a sufficient number Special 
of registered stallions in any county for the purposes of F 0Ti » 
this scheme, the Department may provide for such totricu 
county, under certain conditions to be prescribed by 

the Department, in either of the following ways, 

(1.) By assisting approved applicants, whether 
individuals or associations, to buy suitable stallions 
under the Department’s scheme of loans for the 
purchase of stallions. 

(2.) By giving premiums, upon terms to be 
prescribed, for approved stallions in the hands of 
private owners, who are prepared to send such 
stallions to districts to be approved by the Depart- 
ment. 


REGISTRATION 01' STALLIONS. 


10. Thoroughbred stallions may be registered for any Breeds of 
county in Ireland. 

All Clydesdale and Shire stallions registered in 1905 tereii - 
may again be offered for registration under this scheme 
for the particular districts in which they were regis- 
tered during that year, but nd other stallions of these 
breeds will be accepted for registration in 1906 except 
for the Province of Ulster, the counties of Dublin and 
Louth, and the district comprised within a radius of ten 
miles of the city of Cork. 

11. The Department will publish a Register of Re8i,ter ' 
Stallions for service under this scheme, and owners of 
suitable stallions are invited to apply to have 
their horses placed on this Register, subject to 

the provisions of this scheme. The Department 
make it a condition that a stallion, to be entitled 
to a subsidy in the form of nominations, or a premium, 
shall be registered or accepted for registration in the 
Department's Register of Stallions for the year 1906. 

Copies of the Register, when published, may be had 
free of charge on application to the Department. 

12. (1.) Owners offering their stallions for regis- Condition 
tration under this scheme must, if required, submit 
them to inspection and veterinary examination by the 
Department. Notice of the arrangements as to place 

and method of inspection will be given. 

(2.) Thoroughbred stallions, to qualify for registra- 
tion. must be entered in Weatherby’s Stud Book, or, if 
Clydesdale or Shire, be entered in the stud book of 
the respective breed. If required, the stallion owner 
or (if the stallion is being purchased with a view to 
registration in Ireland) the vendor must produce a 
certificate from the keeper of the stud book to the 
effect that the stallion offered for registration is entered 
in the stud book or will duly appear in the next 
volume. 

(3.) No application will be considered in which every 
particular required in the form of application is not 
supplied. 

(4.) No application for the registration of a two- 
year-old stallion will be considered. 

(5.) No application for the registration of a stallion 
will be considered unless the owner agrees to accept 
for service by that stallion not less than twenty, and 
not more than fifty, nominated mares, which are 


Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 



65 


No right of appeal shall lie in the case of stallions ' Aptetocx 
ijected under this clause. — ‘ 


promising to Penalty lo 


Entitled to his services- This regulation is subject, 
however, to the condition's stated in Clauses 22 (9 and 
10) and 30. 

(6.) StalKons accepted ft* registration will be regis- 20. Owners of stallions making, . _ frOT ^ nlM1 

tered for particular districts only, and shall not, make, any gift to the owner of a nominated mare of a p rac tj oeB 

without the written consent of the Department, be portion of the service fee, allowing a nominated mare by owner 

removed to other districts. If a stallion is removed to he served by a stallion other than that originally otstauu 

without such consent to a district for which he was not selected by the owner of the mare, or detected in any 

registered, the registration of such stallion shall be other fraudulent practices in connection with this 

cancelled. scheme shall have their horses struck off the Register of 

F«™ 8 of application (or kglM. <* «» 


tion for re- stallions may be had from the Department. 

One of these forms, accurately filled up in every 
particular and signed by the owner or his agent, must 
be lodged in or sent by pest so as to reach the offices of 
the Department not later than the 30th day of Sep- 
tember, 1905. . 

Applications received subsequent to that date, ana 
before the 1st day of November, 1905, must be accom- 


any future benefit under tire Department’s schemes. 
They shall also forfeit any claim in respect of monies 
due to them under this scheme. 


NOMINATIONS OF MARES. 


imported 
stallions, 
and of 
stallions 


oerure wie j.oc «»{/ uj » vv «>.. v v. , , 21. (1.) Upon consecutive dates, and at places to be gjJjJoV 

paniel by a fee of £1. Thereafter a fee of £5 must first approved by the Department, and duly advertised mares 
accompany each application. by the County Committee for at least three weeks 

14 (1 ) Applications for the registration of stallions before the date of the exhibitions bypostersorm the 
±n. jappuesuono rv ^ ^ Sam+£m)Ko . T local newspapers, one or more exhibitions of farmers 


i,,. ported into Ireland after the 39th day of September, 
1905, or for stallions in Ireland which have not pre- 


^ mares shall be held in each county for the purpose of 
, - and in ordor to .™d 

Sfe. asra? srts? rar irssSSJSfifta 

for 1996 cannot, however, be guaranteed, but the owners one day at two centres, i.e., 8 

of such stallions will be accorded all the privileges one in^e send to the Department two 

enjoyed by the owners of stallions appearing in the J£V The to^^ ^ 

P "2.) Persons in_ Ireland intending to import ^ions entries for each exhi- 

Wastes 


22. (1.) Mares to receive nominations must he Bagul- 
the bona-fide property of a farmer resident in the apneas 
county (with the exception of the case provided for o£n , 
n No. 4 of this clause). . at ' 

(2.) In order to secure the second of the mam objects 


the services of their Inspectors free of charge to’persons that all the particulars given i 
in Ireland intending to purchase and' import suitable correct. 

stallions for districts in which there is not a sufficient ^ JWUH w . - — 0 — 

number of registered stallions for the purposes of this the honar m 6 property of a farmer resident in the |° 

scheme; but at least ten days’ notice must be given, • ' ■*- fnr ■ 

and the stallion must have been seen and provisionally 

approved by the intending purchaser. ^ 

(4.) The vendor must, if required, submit a certificate ^ c i aus6 i of this scheme, preference will be 

from the Secretary of the stud book to the effect that gj ven to the best young mares under six years of age. 

th® animal is entered in the stud book, or will duly \ E a ch mare must be the bona-fide property of a 

appear in the next volume. fanner, the tenement valuation in aggregate of whose 

Inspection 15. Stallions offered for registration may be inspected holding or holdings, wherever mtuated, and for which 

Of stallions for t h e ir general merit and fitness for the purposes of he is rated, does not exceed the limit fixed by tne 

for general the scheme< Such inspection shall be carried out by County Committee. _ . 

one or more Inspectors appointed by the Department. Subject to such conditions as may 
If the stallion has been to stud, evidence of his fruit- the Department, herds mares, will be eligible to com 
fulness, and, where practicable, of the character of his pete for nominations. , 

stock, must he produced, if required. Inspection for (4.) A farmer whose holding extends into more than 

a) i£ 


out by one or more qualified Veterinary Surgeons, 
appointed by the Department. 


fixed under (3) for the county in whioh he proposes to 




Feet, Spavin, Curb. , pj. ons 

ReBintra- 17 - The inspection for general merit and fitness and (gx T j ie mares to receive nominations shall be 

tion with- the veterinary examination of stallions offered for re- selecfced hy a judge or judges appointed by the De- 
outinapec- gistration may he dispensed with in cases where evi- partmelr h a nd they must be passed free from any 
veterinary deuce of suitability and soundness have been suffi- ] ieredLtary disease by a Veterinary Surgeon appointed 

esamin- cdently established to satisfy the Department. f or that purpose by the Department. 

a ° n 18. The Department cannot undertake to disclose (7.) No farmer shall receive more than one nomma- 

- - - -i-acceptance for registration of ’ ” 1 ~ c “ T ' r ' rftSBr v®i 


slderation 
of rejected 
stallions. 


their reasons for the 
any a.-n-imal , hut with the exceptions hereinafter men- 
tioned the owner of any stallion in Ireland not accepted 
for registration may have his case reconsidered by one 
or more referees appointed! hy the Department. Every 
notice of appeal must be accompanied by a fee of £5, 
which will be returned in the event of the appeal 
being upheld. Notice of appeal must be given in 
writing within ten days from the date of the letter Of 
rejection. 

Tins privilege shall not extend to cases 
: stallions have been rejected on appeal 111 » 
year or to cases in which stallions a 
registration under clause 14 (1 and 2). 

19. The Department reserve to'themselves the right, 
without assigning any reason, ot without inspection or 
veterinary examination, to decline to register any 
stallion for the purpose of this scheme. 


n which 
previous 
offered for 


tion unless the number of mares selected and reserved 
be insufficient for the granting of the full number of 
nominations allotted to the county, m which case a 
second nomination may be awarded- 
(8.) At each local exhibition all eligible mares not 
selected for nominations . shall be placed on a reserved 
list in strict order of merit. . , , . 

(9.) Owners of registered stallions . have a right to 
require hobbles to be used. 

(10 ) Owners of registered stallions may refuse service 
to mares suffering from a contagious disease; but the 
reasons for such refusal must be intimated immediately 
to the Department and to the County Committee by 
the stallion owner. Mares can be served only at their 
owners’ risk. ... ,, , 

(11 ) The County Committee may, with the approval 
• of the Department, refuse a nomination for any mare 

without assigning any reason therefor. ^ 
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Appendix (12.) A farmer who, without sufficient cause, fails to 
XLV. send his nominated mare to the selected registered 
stallion shall be ineligible to enter mares for nomina- 
tions in subsequent years. 

o'tteterm * erm “fanner” is to be understood to mean 

« farmer." a person who derives Ms means of living mainly from 
farming. 

nomtnation 2 ^r 0-) The lists of owners of mares selected for 
ticket*. nomination and of mares reserved must be submitted 
to the Department by the Secretary, within six days 
after the date of the last exhibition in the county, on 
the form supplied for the purpose. 

(2.) The dockets for the selection of stallions and the 
service tickets will be supplied to the Secretary, when 
such form, complete, has been received by the Depart- 
ment. The selection dockets and service tickets shall 
then be filled in by the Secretary, who shall return 
them to the Department for the necessary check and 
authorisation for issue. 

(3.) The Secretary, before issuing the selectioin 
docket, shall date it. 

(4.) The service ticket must not be issued by the 
Secretary until the owner of the mare has returned to 
Mm the selection docket with the name of the selected 
registered stallion duly entered thereon by the said 1 
owner. 

. . (®;) l ater than sixteen days from the date of 
issuing of the service tickets, the Secretary shall forward 
to the Department, on the form provided for the pur- 
pose, particulars regarding the distribution of such 
tickets. 

Selection ef 25. (1.) A farmer receiving a nomination must select 
rtaUion for one 0 f t b e ie gistered stallions in Deland of the breed 
approved for the county by the County Committee 
under Clause 22 (5), provided the service list of the 
stallion selected is not already full. See Clause 26 (2). 

(2.) Such farmer must make Ms selection and send 
the name of the stallion on the selection docket to the 
Secretary witMn fourteen days after having received 
such docket. 

Forfeited 26. In any one of the following cases the nomination 
Sons 1111 ” ^6 forfeited and shall lapse : — 

(1.) If the farmer to whom a nomination is issued 
should fail to select a stallion within the 
fourteen day limit. 

(2.) If the owner of the mare is also the owner of 
the registered stallion selected. 

(3.) If the farmer to whom a nomination is issued 
should permit Ms nominated mare to be served 
by a stallion other than that originally selected. 

(4.) If the nominated mare should die before first 


27. A nomination is not transferable, and is avail w 
ible only for the selected mare. ' 


••vi irar.j. 

28. The service season shall be reckoned to beau, Ierable 
on the 1st day of March, 1906, and to terminate on Iho 
31st day of July, 1906. tfie eaion - 


29. The value of the nomination fee shall be uniform Vai 
for the county, but may vary with) the breed 
stallions selected, and shall not be less than £2 or tlon <ee. 
more than £3. 


30. (1.) When the service fee exceeds the value of 8ervk. 
the nomination, the exoess shall be paid by the owner £ees - 
of the mare to the owner of the stallion at'the time of 
the first service, or at such other time as may be 
agreed upon between them. 

(2.) In addition, the farmer shall pay a groom’s fee 
of 2s. 6d. for each nominated mare. 


31. (1.) Not earlier than the 1st August, 1906, and 
not later than the 1st October, 1906, the owners of 
registered stallions shall forward ta the Secretary the 
selection dockets and the service tickets for the 
services effected by their sires, accompanied by a statu- 
toiy declaratioin to the effect that the conditions of 
service have been duly complied with. 

(2.) The form of declaration required under tHs 
clause may be had on application to the Secretary. 

(3.) The Secretary shall examine and check all these 
documents, and when correct shall forward them to 
the Department. 

(4.) Payment of nomination fees to owners of 
stallions shall not be made until the Department have 
been satisfied as to the fulfilment of the conditions of 
tMs scheme, and have signified in writing their ap- 
proval of each particular payment. 


Payment 

” '■■ ■' i-.. 

tlon feei. 


32. No payment shall be made in any of the following No f« n, 
cases — be paid in 

s tut. , certain 

(1.) Where any erasure or alteration appears on cases ' 
either the selection docket or the service ticket. 

(2.) Where both the selection docket and the service 
ticked; bearing corresponding numbers are not 
produced. 

(3.) Where a nomination issued in respect of a 
particular nominated mare is used for another 
mare, whether nominated or not. 

(4.) Where service has been effected by a stallion 
other than that originally selected. 

(5.) Where an owner who received a nomination 
failed to send Ms mare for service. 

(6.) Where the owner of a registered stallion fails to 
lodge by 1st October, 1906, with the Secretary, 
in the manner provided in Clause 31, his olaim 
for payment of nomination fees. 


service. 

(5.) If the nominated mare should be sold b'efore 
the date of the first service. 

The Secretary shall cancel and return to the Depart- 
ment the numbered tickets for all such lapsed nomina- 
tions, and may issue to the Owners of mares strictly 
in the order in which they appear on the reserve list 
new tickets to be obtained from the Department in lien 
of such cancelled tickets. 


33. Owners of mares accepting, or agreeing to accept, Penalty tot 
from a stallion owner, portion of the service fee, SS ffiy 
changing nominations, substituting maxes, or detected dt ownen 
in any other fraudulent practices in connection with 
these regulations shall be debarred from obtaining any mare?, 
future benefits under the Department’s schemes. 


34. In all eases of dispute in matters connected with Depart- 
tms scheme the decision of the Department shall be went’* 


APPENDIX No. XLVI. 


te™ SCHEME FOE ENC0UB4SIH0 IMPROVEMENT 
— ' IN THE BREEDS OP CATTLE. 

1906. 


authorities, (2) the special needs of the locality, and 
(3) the proportion wMch the amount of the local con- 
tribution bears to the genuine capacity off the locality 
to contribute. 


Objeots of 
scheme. 


i. The main objects of this scheme are to impro 
the dairy and store cattle in Deland by encouragii 
the breeding or introduction of pure bred bulls of 
iugh degree of excellence, and by inducing associatioi 
of farmers or persons of means to purchase high cla 
bulls for the use of small farmers. 


In accordance with Section 16 (6) of the Agriculture 
and Technical Instruction (Ireland) Act, 1899, the De- 
partment will not, in the absence of special considera- 
tions, apply, or approve of the application of money 
under this scheme in a locality out of wMch aid is not 
given either by local authorities or from other local 


Provision 
ol funds. 


2. The sum to be provided by the Department und 
this scheme for encouraging improvement in the breei 
of cattle in a county will depend on— (1) the amouj 
of money provided in aid of the scheme by loc 


3. The joint fund available under tMs and other live Admioii- 
stock schemes, comprising the grant from the Depart- 
ment and the money provided locally, will, subject to , 
the approval off the Department, be administered in a 
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county by the County Committee of Agriculture and 
. Technical Instruction, hereinafter referred to as the 

County Committee, in accordance with the provision* of 
Clauses 6 and 7. 

Appoint- 4. Th e Secretary of the County Committee, herein- 
sScretary. after referred to as the Secretary, whose appointment 
for the year and whose duties must first be approved 
by the Department, shall act as Secretary to the sub- 
committee for live stock. 

Details of 5. It will be the duty of the Secretary to submit, for 

leheroes to tJi e approval of the Depa/rtment, details of all schemes 
approved proposed for his county. 

by Depart- pj 0 ac fi on shall be taken by any local authority to- 
“ en wards putting this scheme into operation until the 
sanction of the Department has been obtained in 
writing. 

3ub-com- 6. The County Council should by resolution delegate 
Destock to the County Committee full powers for the purposes 
to be of the Agriculture and Technical Instruction (Ireland) 
appointed. 1899, and that committee should appoint from 

among their own members an executive sub-committee 
for Eve stock. 

No payments, however, in connection with this 
scheme shall be authorised except by the County Com- 
mittee. 

Duties of 7. The duties of the sub-committee for Eve stock will 

mittee'for b® *° f rame the details of the live stock schemes for the 
live stock, county in accordance with the conditions of the De- 
partment’s general scheme, and to act as the executive 
committee for the administration of such county 
schemes when they have been approved by the County 
Committee and by the Department ; hut the executive 
sub-committee shall not have the power of altering, or 
amending such approved schemes or of authorising 
any payment in connection with these schemes. 

Allocation 8. The joint fund available under this scheme shaU, 

[ # “ nn " 8 ’ after the expenses of administration axe provided for, 
be applied solely in providing premiums for bulls. 

I special' 9. In exceptional circumstances the Department may, 
?or certain un ^ e ' r certain conditions to be prescribed by them, 
districts? provide for a county either by purchasing bulls on 
behalf of appEcants selected by County Committees 
under Clause 17, or by granting loans to approved 
appEcants who desire to purchase hulls through the 
Department. 

Applications under this clause must be made — by 
the selected individuals — directly to the Department 
not later than 1st March, 1906. 

Breeds of 10. Subject to the approval of the Department, 
bulls premiums may be restricted to any one or more breeds 
the°Conntv P uro bulls, except GaUoway, "Welsh Hunt, Ayr- 
Committee. shire, Kerry, and Dexter, for which special provision 
may be made after consultation with the committees 
of the counties concerned in the breeding of this class 
of stock. 

Only pure- 11. Only bulls entered, or qualified by pedigree for 
ef 'W UUs eutry, in the herd hooks, of their respective breeds shall 
1B e ' "be eligible for premiums. The owner of a buE not 
entered must, if required, produce a certificate from 
the secretary of the herd book to the effect that the 
bull is eligible for entry and wiE duly appear in the 
next volume. 

Age of 12. Bulls of the following ages are eligible to compete 
balls, f or premiums : — 

(1.) Yearlings, calved between 1st September, 1904, 
and 1st May, 1906 ; 

(2.) Two-year-olds, calved between 1st September, 
1903, and 31st August, 1904. 

(3.) Tfcree-yeax-olds, calved between 1st September, 
1902, and 31st August, 1903. 

(4.) Four-year-olds, calved between 1st September, 
1901, and 31st August, 1902. 

All bulls must show a high degree of excellence. 
Two-year-olds, three-year-olds, and four-year-olds 
whioh show signs of having been badly cared, or which 
are not fully developed, null not be selected. 

Value of 13. The amount of a premium for a high-class bull 
premium. s hall be £15, payable subject to the regulations of the 
scheme, at the close of the season. Where special 


provision for the use of GaHoway, Welsh Runt, Kerry, Appeneix 
D exter, and Ayrshire bulls is made with the approval X INl . 
of the Department, the value of the premiums shall be 
£10. 

14. The owners of all two-year-old, three-year-old, 

and four-year-old bulls applying for premiums under fulness, 
this scheme must, if required, produce evidence of the 
fruitfulness of the bulls in the preceding, year. 

15. (1.) Bulls which were awarded premiums in 1905 two- 00 
wiE he inspected by the Department prior to the spring year-old, 
shows and sales, at local centres only, on dates of which owf*’ TeMW 
the owners will be duly advised by the Department. and lour- 

In no case wiE animals be inspected at the owner’s ^V°' d 
residence. 

(2.) Owners of such buUs failing to present their 
animals for inspection on the dates selected will not 
have their cases reconsidered. 

(3.) Bulls which have been exhibited at local centres 
and provisionally selected for a premium must stand 
for service at the same place as in 1905, and unless in 
exceptional circumstances approved by the Depart- 
ment, owners of selected bulls wiE not be allowed to 
change the premium to a yearling bull. 

(4.) The Department will furnish the County Com- 
mittee with a Est of bulls which have been passed at 
such local centres for premiums in 1906. 

(5.) The County Committee shall then proceed to 
select applicants for premiums for bulls to be selected 
at any of the principal shows or sales of bulls. In 
making such selections regard shall be had to the needs 
of the various districts in the county. 

16. Bulls, of the ages specified in Clause 12, other 

than those referred to in Clause 15 (4), shall be selected principal 
at th9 principal spring shows and sales. The provi- jjjjgj* B ” d 
sional selection of buUs fo!r premiums at these shows 
and sales shall be made by the Department alone. 

Intending purchasers must make their own selection 
from the Est of animals passed by the Department. 

17. (1.) The County Committee shaU, by means of 
advertisements in the local papers or by posters, invite ting 
applications from persons who, if selected, are prepared premiums, 
to keep in districts not provided for in Clause 15 

(3 and 4) premium bulls to be chosen at one or other of 
the principal shows or sales. Such appEcations must 
be made on forms to be obtained from the Secretary. 

(2.) A list of such appEcants, when selected by the 
County Committee, should be forwarded to the Depart- 
ment by the Secretary, on the form provided for that 
purpose, not later than five days before the show or 
sale at which the buUs are to be selected. 

(3.) The Department’s Inspector Or Inspectors will 
attend at the principal shows and sales. They shall 
not he empowered to recognise appEcations from any 
persons appearing at the shows or sales whose names 
are not on the Est supplied by the Secretary as having 
been duly selected to keep a premium bull. 

(4.) AppEcants selected) by a County Committee who 
exhibit or purchase at one of the principal shows or 
sales provisionally selected bulls of the "breeds approved 
by the County Committee need nob again show these 
bulls in. 1906 for a premium. The granting of a 
premium to a bull shall not in any way he regarded as 
affording a right to a premium in a subsequent year. 

(5.) As soon as a selected applicant has procured a 
bull which has been provisionally passed for a premium 
he should notify the Secretary on a form to be obtained 
from the latter for the purpose. The Secretary shaU 
thereupon advise the Department an the prescribed 
form of the particulars as to location, &c., of each buE. 

18. There shall be no exhibitions nf bulls in 1906, No local 
such as were held under the 1902 and 1903 schemes. exhibitions. 

19. The service season for a premium buH shall not service 
commence until the owner of the bull has been in- season, 
formed by the Secretary that the Department have 
approved of the selection of the bull for a premium. 

It will be the duty of the Secretary to obtain the 
sanotion, in writing, of the Department with the least 
possible delay. 

The service season for premium bulls shall close on 
31st December, 1906. 

20. The Secretary shall supply the owner otf each Postera for 
premium bull under this scheme with posters, which premium 
such owner must -undertake to distribute in the district ° Qlls - 

in which the buE is to serve. 

1 2 
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Appendix 21. Each premium yearling bull shall serve not less 
XL VI. than thirty cows, and. all other premium, bulls not less 
N V of than forty cows each, other than those that are the 
eervicea property of the owner of the bull. The service fee 
Service for the number of cows stated shall in all cases be 

fee. Is. each, inclusive of all charges. After the minimum 

number of cows have been served the owner may fix 
such fee as he may desire. 

Special 22. The County Committee may make such regula- 
by County* tions as they think necessary with regard, 
committee. (1) to the inclusion or otherwise of four-year-old 
bulls, 

(2) to the number of premium bulls which any one 
person may keep, provided that no person shall possess . 
two premium bulls of the same breed unless located 
at least three miles from each other, 

(3) to the place in which a premium bull shall remain 
during the season for service, 

(4) to the penalties to be imposed upon the owner of 
a premium bull who fails to take proper care of the 
animal, 

(5) to the number of cows which any one farmer may 
send to a premium bull, and 

(6) to the exclusion of pedigree cows from this 
scheme. 

Cowe to be 23. Each cow shall be the property of a farmer resi- 
property of dent in the county, the aggregate tenement valuation of 
herds, I'o. whose holding or holdings wherever situated and for 
which! he is rated, does not exceed the limit fixed! by 
the County Committee. 

Herds, artisans and bona fide agricultural labourers 
may obtain service for their cows on the same terms 
as farmers. 

Definition 24. The terms "farmer” is to be understood to 
“farmer?* 1 meajl a person who derives his means of living mainly 
from farming. 

Order of 25. The owner of a premium bull shall not, before 
services, the stipulated number of cows have been served, 
reserve the use of the bull for the cows of any individual 
or of the members of any society. He must, subject 
to the provision of Clause 31, allow the bull to serve 
cows in the order in which they are presented. 

Branding 26. The Department reserve the right to brand or 
bnUa miDm mar k premium bulls, and to inspect them from time 
to time. . 

Tuberculin 27. The Department also reserve the right to apply 
test - the tuberculin test, at their own expense, to any pre- 
mium bull. 


28. (1.) Not earlier- than 1st September, 19Q6, and Paym cnt 
not later tlian 15th January, 1907, the owner of a 0f P r emin Ol 
premium bull shall forward to the Secretary a form 
containing a return of the names, .addresses, and 
valuations of the persons whose cows have been served 

by the bull, at the fee named in Clause 21, together 
with dates of such services, as well as a statutory . 
declaration, signed before a magistrate other than the 
owner of the bull, certifying that the said cows have 
been duly served, and that all the regulations of this 
scheme have been strictly complied with. 

(2.) The Secretary shall examine and check all suoh 
forms, and when correct shall forward them to the 
Department. 

(3.) As soon thereafter as the Department are satisfied 
as to the fulfilment of the conditions of this scheme the 
Secretary will be notified that payment of the pre- 
miums or part of the premiums payable under this 
scheme may be made to the owners of the bulls. 

(4.) Any premium not applied for on or before 15th 
January, 1907, shall be considered as having lapsed. 

Forms for the declaration required by this Clause 
may he had on application to the Secretary. 

29. All owners of premium hulls must satisfy the Pr . 
County Committee that they have provided themselves on Sseut 
with a syringe -and disinfecting materials for the 
washing of their animals after each service, in .accord- 
ance with the instructions given in the Department’s 
leaflet No. 13, on Contagious Abortion in Cattle. 

It will be the duty of the Secretary to obtain the 
necessary information for the Committee, and to 
notify the Department at an early date of the results 
of his enquiries. 

30. In the event of the bull being unable from any WithlioM- 
cause to complete the prescribed number of services, in & pre- 
the Department reserve the right to withhold the pro- Sf" 
mium, or any part of it, or in any other way to deal case?, 
specially with the case, according as the circumstances 

may require. 

31. The owner of a premium hull has the right tc Refusal o! 
refuse the use of Ills bull in any case where he is S8rvioe 
satisfied that the service would be prejudicial to the 
animal. The reasons for such a refusal must, however, 

be communicated to the County Committee immediately 
on the refusal of the application. 

32. In all cases of dispute in matters connected with Depari- 

thas scheme the decision of the Department shall be “outs dn- 
fii.nl 1 cision final 


APPENDIX No. XL VII. 


Appendix SCHEME FOR ENCOURAGING IMPROVEMENT 
XLVH. IN THE BREEDS OF SWINE. 

— 1906. 

Clauses 1 td 7, inclusive, of the Department’s Horse 
and Cattle Schemes, 1906, shall, with the necessary 
modifications apply to this scheme. 

SWINE. 

Allocation 8. The system to be adopted in connection with this 
of funds, scheme for encouraging improvement in the breeds of 
swine shall be the provision of premiums for selected 
pure-bred boars. 

9. Subject tol the approval of the Department pre- 
miums may be restricted to any one or more pure 
breeds of swine. 

10. Only boars eligible for entry in the Herd-books 
t of their particular breeds, or in the Register of Pigs 

of the Royal Dublin Society shall be selected for pre- 
miums. The owner of a boar selected for a premium 
must have the animal entered in tho proper Herd-book 
or in the said Register as the case may be. 

U. Boars belonging to any Society or to any Asso- 
. oiation of Farmers shall be eligible, if purebred to 
compete for premiums; but the .premiums shall be paid 
to the Society or Association, and not to the indi- 
viduals m whose charge the boars are placed. 

1.2. Boars when selected for the first year’s premium 
should be not less than five months or more than 
w! \ n ,\ 0rit ¥v° Id- T1 i®, of a premium to any 
boar shall not be regarded as affording any right tol' a 
premium in a subsequent year. 


Only pnre- 
brea boars 
eligible. 

Selected 
boars mu 


society ai 
eligible. 


13. The value of a premium shall be £5 for the first Vi 

year, arid £3 for the second year. p> 

14. Only those boars which were awarded first yearn, 

premiums in 1905 shall be eligible for second year pre- 
miums in 1906. All such boars must show a high 
degree of excellence. Two-year-old hoars which show 
signs of having been badly cared or are- not fully de- r 0 
veloped will not be selected. pi 

The owner of a boar selected for a second year pre- 
mium must produce evidence of the fruitfulness of the 
boar in the preceding year. 

innf' k° ar which may he awarded a premium ... 
1906 out of funds administered by any other body shall 
not be eligible for a premium under this scheme. 

16. (1.) Boars which were awarled first year pre- 
miums in 1905 will be inspected by the Department it 
local centres on dates of which the owners will be 
duly advised by the Department. 

(2.) Owners of such boars failing to produce their 
animals for inspection on the date selected will not 
have their cases reconsidered. 

(3.) Boms which have been exhibited at local centres 
and provisionally selected for a premium must stand 
for service at the same place as in 1905, and unless in 
exceptional circumstances approved by the Department, 
owners of selected boars will not be allowed to change 
the premium to a yearling hoar. 

(4.) The Department will furnish the County Com- 
mittee with a list of boars which have been passed at 
such local centres for premiums in 1906. 
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(5.) The County Committee shall then proceed to 
select applicants for premiums for yoiung boars. In 
making such selection regard shall be had to the needs 
of the various districts in the county. 

17. (1.) The County Committee shall by means of 
advertisements in the local papers or by posters, invite 
applications from persons wires, if selected, are pre- 
pared to keep premium boars in districts not already 
provided for under Clause 16 (4) of thil scheme. Such 
applications must be made on forms to be obtained 
from the Secretary. 

Procedure (2.) As soon as a selected applicant has procured a 
in alloca- boar -which has been provisionally passed for a pre- 
rninms 8 " mium he should notify the Secretary on a form to be 
m ' ’ obtained from the latter. The Secretary shall there- 
upon advise the Department on the prescribed form of 
the particulars as to the location, &c., of each premium 


24. Each sow shall be the property of a farmer resi- •yr.VTT. 

dent in the county, the aggregate tenement valuation — 
of whose holding, or holdings, wherever situated, and Sow<tol>e 
for which he is rated, does not exceed the limit fixed pe rty r £f 
by the County Committee. • nu'men, 

Herds, artisans, and bona fide agricultural labourers nerds, xn. 
may obtain service for their sffws on the same terms 
as a farmer. 

25. The term " farmer ” is to be understood to mean Deflmtioo^ 
a person who derives his means of living mainly from “former*’’ 
farming. 

26. The owner or owners of a premium boar shall order ol 
not, before the stipulated number of sows have been services, 
served, reserve the use of the boar for the sows of any 
individual., or of the members of any society. Subject 

to the provisions of Clause 30, sows must he served 
by a premium boar in the order in which they are 
presented. 


Selection to 18. The provisional selection of boars for premiums 
be made shall be made by the Department alone at the principal 
meS* part " spring shows and at local centres to he fixed by the 
Department, but no inspection for the purpose of this 
scheme shall be made after the 30th June, 1906, save 
in exceptional circumstances. 

Depart- 19. The Department, through the County Committee, 
ment will , a6 f ar as practicable assist intending purchasers 
BUafto to secure suitable boars for the purposes of this 
selected scheme. 

Service ' 20- The service season for a premium boar shall not 

season. commence until the owner of the boar has been in- 
formed by the Secretary that the Department have 
approved of the selection of the boar for a premium. 
It will be the duty of the Secretary to obtain the 
sanction (in writing) of the Department with the least 
possible delay. The service season for premium boars 
shall close finally on the 31st December, 1906. 

Posters for 21. The Secretary shall supply the owner of each 
premium premium hoar under this scheme with posters, which 
boars. bhe said owner must undertake to distribute in the 
district in which the hoar is to serve. 

Number of 22. Each yearling premium boar must serve not less 
services, than 30 sows, and each two-year-old boar not less than 
Service fee. 40 so ws. The service fee. inclusive of all charges for 
this number of sows, shall not exceed Is. for each sow. 
After the minimum number of sows have been served, 
the owner of the boar may fix such fee as he may desire. 
Special 23. The County Committee may make such regula- 
regniations tions as they think necessary with regard — 

Committee. (1.) to the breed or breeds of boars to’be selected, 
(2.) to the number of premium boars which any one 
applicant may possess (provided no> person shall possess 
two premium boars of the same breed unless- located at 
least three miles from each other), 

(3.) to the place in which a premium boar shall 
remain during the season for service, 

(4.) to the penalties to be imposed upon the owner 
of a premium boar who fails to take proper care of the 
animal, and 

(5.) to the number of sows which. any one farmer 
may send to a premium boar under this scheme. 


27. The Department reserve the right to brand, or Branding 
mark premium boars, and to inspect them from time 

to time. boars. 

28. (1.) Not earlier than 1st September, 1906, and payment of 
not later than 15th January, 1907, the owner of each premiums, 
premium boar shall forward to the Secretary a form 
containing a return of the names, addresses, and 
valuations of the persons whose sows have been served 

by the premium boar — together with dates of such 
services — at the fee named in Claus® 22, as well as a 
statutory declaration, signed before a. magistrate, other 
than the owner of the boar, certifying that the said 
sows have been served, and that all the regulations of 
this scheme have been complied with. 

(2.) The Secretary shall examine and check all such 
forms, and when correct shall forward them to the 
Department. 

(3.) As soon thereafter as the Department are satis- 
fied as to the fulfilment of the conditions of this 
scheme, the Secretary will be notified that payment may 
be made to the owner or owners of the boar of the 
premium, or part of the premium, payable under this 
scheme. 

(4.) Any premium not applied for on or before toe 
15th January, 1907, shall be considered' as having 
lapsed. 

Eorms for the declaration required by this clause 
may be had on application to the Secretary. 

29. In the event of a boar being unable, from . any withhold- 
cause, to complete the prescribed number of services, 

the Department reserve the right to withhold the pre- fecial 
mium, or any part of it, or in any other way to deal cases, 
specially with the case, according as the circum- 
stances may; require. 

30. The owner of a premium hoar has the right to Be{U6al o£ 
refuse the use of his boar in any case where he is service in 
satisfied that the service would be prejudicial to the ceriaia 
animal. The reason foir such refusal must, however, be 0 os ' 
communicated to the County Committee, immediately 

on the refusal of the application. 

31. In all cases of dispute in matters connected with Depart- 
this scheme the decision of the Department shall be 


Objects o t 
the 

scheme. 
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Appendix 

xlviii. 


SCHEME FOR ENCOURAGING IMPROVEMENT 
IN THE DAIRY CATTLE OF IRELAND 
THROUGH THE SELECTION AND REGIS- 
TRATION OF COWS, 

1906. 

1. Dairying, as well as the raising of store cattle, is 
one of the principal branches of agriculture pursued in 
this country. It is, accordingly, of importance that 
the miHn'-ng properties of Irish cattle should be pre- 
served and improved. In dairy herds the yield and 
quality of milk given by each cow largely determine 
whether that animal realises a profit or entails a loss 
to the owner ; consequently it is essential that farmers 
should know exactly the quantity and quality of nnlk 
which each cow yields per annum. At the same time, 
as young cattle are a considerable source of revenue, 
it is desirable that the good milking cow should be of 
the type likely to produce a calf which will be of 
value for both beef and milk. ‘ With toe object of 


encouraging the improvement of Irish dairy cattle, the 
Department have decided to put into operation the 
following scheme. 

2. The Department will keep a register of cows Register, 
selected subject to the provisions of this scheme. The 
inspection of cows with a view to entry on this register 

will be carried out by the Department. 

3. Owners of good cross-bred and pure-bred dairy Type or 

cows are invited to apply on the prescribed form for ®^ ble £or 
the inspection of their stock by the Department as registra- 
regaxds— Mon - 

(a) General -merit (i.e., appearance), and 

(b) Milk yield. 

Only cows of a distinct and well-defined type are. 
eligible. 

4. Application for inspection of cows must be made- p °™^. on 
on the prescribed form, and must be accompanied by a and entry 
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Appisdix fee of 2s. 6 d. in respect of each cow entered for inspec- 
XLVIII. tion. Only such animals as are mentioned on said 
form will be inspected. 

Applications must be lodged with the Department 
on or before 10th May, 190(6. 

As soon as all the applications hare been received 
the Department will give due notice to the owners of 
cows of the centre fixed for the inspection of their 
animals. 

5. There will be two inspections of cows for the 
®ws. purposes of this scheme. 

At the first inspection animals will be provisionally 
selected, on the ground of general merit. This inspec- 
tion will be made at local shows, local exhibitions, or 
at such other convenient centres as may be determined 
by the Department. All animals provisionally selected 
for general merit under this scheme will be suitably 
marked by the Department for future identification. 

With regard to inspections elsewhere than at 
local shows, it should he understood that the Depart- 
ment, save in exceptional cases, cannot undertake to 
send an Inspector to any district unless at least ten 
cows from such district are offered for inspection. 

The cows so selected will be inspected a second 
time during the season at their owner’s residence, as 
to quantity and quality of milk yield. Cows which 
pass on the result of this second inspection will be 
further marked and numbered by the Department, and 
will then be eligible for entry on the register. 

'cords to 6. Owners of cows provisionally selected under 
kept by Clause 5 are required to observe the following con- 
ditions : — 

(а) To provide themselves with an approved type of 

machine for weighing milk ; 

(б) To weigh the milk yielded by each cow on every 

seventh day during the entire milking period 


(the exact day of the week for each herd will 
be fixed by the Department), and to record 
the same on the form provided for the pur- 
pose ; 

(c) To permit their herds to be inspected by the 

Department at any time, and to afford the 
Department every facility for testing the 
quality as well as the quantity of milk yielded 
by the selected animals ; 

(d) To keep, on the prescribed form, a record of the 

breeding and dates of birth of produce, for 
the purposes of future registration. 

7. Each registered cow must be served by a pure-bred 
bull of her own type passed by the Department as 
eligible for a premium. 

A certificate of service on the prescribed form kWh 
be forwarded to the Department within three months 
from the date of such service. 

8. The female progeny from the service of registered 
cows by approved pure-bred bulls will be eligible for 
inspection at about two years old. 

9. As soon as a registered cow produces a calf, 
particulars regarding sex, colour, markings, &c., of the 
calf shall be furnished to the Department on the form 
provided for the purpose. 

10. When a registered cow or her calf has been r 
disposed of, the Department mus be notified of the & 
fact within fourteen days of the disposal of the animal ll 
and at the same time advised of the name and address ” 
of the new owner. 

The death of a registered cow or her calf must also 
be notified to the Department within fourteen days of 
the death of the animal. 

11. Li all cases of dispute in matters connected with r 
final S °* leme decision of the Department shall be n 
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LOANS FOB, THE PUBCHASE OF STALLIONS. 

1906. 

L No application for a loan for the purchase of a 
Staihon wiU be considered if coming from a locality 
in which, m the opinion of the Department, there is 
already a sufficient number of registered Stallions for 
tne purpose of their scheme. 

The individual or associatioin applying for a loan 
must be approved by the Department. 
q A No loans will be made save for the purchase of 
Stallions passed by the Department as eligible for re- 
gistration in 1906. 

“• ®aUion moH b. 

approved by the Department. 

® 6 * ore loa Ai S ° ranted the purchaser must pay 
r? th K 6 , Department the premium for the insurance of 
the Stallion at its. full value, he., the amount of the 
purchase price, and the payment to the Department of 
pr6m ™ 011 this insurance must be 
secured under conditions similar to those provided for 
tiie repayment of principal and interest. (Sec 7 and 

6. Approved applicants for a loan must lodge with 
the Department the amount of the premium aa above 
SteUfoiT TOth one " third of the P ur chase price of the 

so ° n thereafter as possible the individual or 
whom the loan is granted, shall enter into 
Department the amount which will 
be advanced > them-viz., two-thirds of the purchase 
+L fl fk aq ' Ua J annua ] ipstahnents, at the end 
% A thr ? e> W and five - ^rs, respectively, 
from the date of payment of the full purchase price 

araer e ate°cf b 9i. tlle De Pf rtment , together with interest 
at the rate of 2£ per cent, on the outstanding balance. 

8. In the case of an individual, two or more solvent 
sureties approved by the Department, in addition to 
the purchaser, must guarantee repayment. In the case 
Co^nitt^ 1 ^ tb repayment must -he guaranteed by the 
“ -* — “ 

reCeipt «7 the Department of (1) the premium 
for insurance, (2) one-third of the agreed on p£2£ 


money, (3) the necessary stamp duty, and (4) the bond 
duly completed, the Department will pay to the 
vendor the full amount of the agreed on purchase 
pnce, and intimate to him that possession of the 
Stallion may be given up to the borrower. 

10. If the vendor, before being paid by the Depart- 
ment, gives up possession of the Stallion, the De 
partment will hold themselves free of any liability 
to the vendor. 

The individual or association must offer the 
stallion each year for registration, must undertake to 
conform at all times to the regulations of the Depart- 
ments schemes for encouraging improvement in the 
breeds of horses, and during the continuance of the 
loan must allow the Stallion to serve nominated Mares 
at a fee to be fixed by the Department. 

Such fee, however, in no case to exceed £3 per mare. 

12. Nominated Mares, the property of the members 
of an association purchasing a Stallion under this 
scheme shall not take priority of service over nomi- 
nated mares owned by non-members. 

s - * 10 K SV er \ as tIle number of nominated Maxes 
scheme may have been served, the 
service of the Stallion may be retained exclusively for 
the use of the members of such association. 

P ^;J he individual in whose favour the loan is being, 
granted must observe the following conditions : — 

)> the ,, eve nt °f thje horse becoming ill or lame, 

withontdelay give notice in writing or by 
telegram to the Department. Like notice must be- 
given — 

^ ^and 16 b ° rSe meefts with any accident or injury,. 

(6) If the horse dies. In the latter event he must. 

unush at his own expense a certificate from a 
. Veterinary Surgeon. 

R+iliv 6 mU f fc proper accommodation for the. 

r ?? r ® hlm in a Proper manner to the 
satisfaction of the Department. 

sci , mu ^ P r ? CUT0 at his own expense the 
services of a Veterinary Surgeon when necessary. 

the 4 St«riin? ei l artmei l* shaU have the ri 8 ,lt to inspect 
ifi ? I f and remove him at any 

*, “ 14 13 found, in the opinion of the Department, 
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■that he is not being properly cared, or if an instalment 
•of the principal and interest is in arrear for moTe than 
■four weeks. 

15. The Stallion shall remain the property of the 
Department until all instalments or arrears of prin- 
cipal and interest are paid off, and shall not he disposed 
•of, without the consent of the Department, for fire 
.years. 

16. Should the Stallion he awarded a premium, such 
■premium shall not be paid to the individual or asso- 


ciation in possession of the Stallion, but shall be Appbtoix 
credited, after the close of the season, towards the XL1X. 
repayment of the loan. — 

17; The Department reserve the right to refuse any 
application for a loan without assigning any reason for 
suchi refusal. 

18. The decision of the Department in all matters 
relating to these loans shall be final. 

Forms of application can he had from the Depart- 
ment. 


APPENDIX No. L. 


LOANS FOR THE PURCHASE OF BULLS. 

1906. 

1. Applications for loans for the purchase of hulls 
must be made by each applicant — on the prescribed 
.form— direct to the Department before 1st March, 

2. No application for a loan for the purchase of a 
bull will be considered if coming from a locality in 
which, in the opinion of the Department, there is 
•already a sufficient number of pure bred bulls for 
the purpose of their scheme. 

3. No loan will be granted save for the purchase 
■of a pure bred yearling bull, passed by the Depart- 
ment as suitable for a premium. The bull must be 
of a breed approved by the County Committee. 

4. The purchase price of the bull must be approved 
: by the Department. 

5. A person applying for a loan under this scheme 
must purchase through the Department, who cannot 
undertake to consider applications for loans in re- 
•■spect of animals purchased without their knowledge 
at shows, sales or from private individuals. 

6. Before taking possession of the bull the appli- 
•cant must pay to the Department’s representative — 
(1) one-third of the approved purchase price, (2) the 
stamp duty, and (3) the charge for insurance (see 
•Clause 11). Further, he must sign a form of under- 
taking to have the necessary form of guarantee for 
repayment duly signed and completed. 

7. As soon thereafter as possible, the approved 
.applicant and two approved solvent sureties shall 
sign a form of guarantee to repay to the Department 
the amount which will be advanced by them — viz., 
two-thirds of the purchase price — in two equal annual 
instalments, at the end of one and two years respect- 
ively, from the date of payment of the full purchase 
price to the vendor by the Department, together with 
interest at the rate of 2£ per cent, on the outstanding 
balance. 

8. In the case of an association the person in 
whose charge the bull is to be placed must, with two 
ether approved members of the association in their 
•capacity of private individuals, guarantee repayment 
of the loan. 

9. Should the bull be awarded a county premium 
(1) the person in whose favour the loan is being 
granted must conform to the regulations of the De- 
partment’s scheme for the improvement of the breeds 
of cattle, or any modifications therein made, with 
■the approval of the Department, by the County Com- 
mittee ; and (2) the amount of such premium shall 
be paid to the individual in possession of the bull, 
:after the provisions of the general scheme have been 
■complied with. 

10. Each bull purchased under this scheme must 
'be insured with the Department by the applicant for 
a loan. 

11. The charge for insurance against death shall 
Tie five per cent, on the full purchase price. This 
•charge must be paid to the Department, who will, 
subject to all the regulations of this scheme being 
■complied with, insure the bull as from the date of 
payment of such charge until the loan has been 
repaid, but in no case will the insurance cover a 
period longer than two years from date of payment 
-of this charge. 

12. In the event of the death of the bull within 
"twelve months from the date of payment to the De- 
partment of the charge for insurance, a sum equal 


to three-fourths of the loan will be credited by the 
Department in reduction of the amount due by the 
applicant in respect of loan and interest. 

13. If the bull dies in the second year, provided 
the first instalment was paid to the Department be- 
fore the expiration of the period allowed for repay- 
ment thereof, under Clause 7, a sum equal to one- 
half of the original loan will be credited by the 
Department in reduction of the balance due by the 
applicant in respect of loan and interest. 

The insurance, however, shall be cancelled in the 
event of the first instalment not being paid within 
the period prescribed under Clause 7. (See also 
Clause 15). 


Appekmx 

L. 


14. The individual in. whose favour the loan is 
being granted must observe the following condi- 
tions : — 


(1.) In the event of the bull getting ill or lame 
he must, without delay, give notice in writing or 
by telegram to the Department. Like notice must 
also be given (a) in the event of any accident or 
injury occurring to the hull, and. (6) in case of the 
death of the bull. 

(2-) He must take all reasonable precautions to 
prevent the bull from coming into contact with 
any animal suffering from disease. 

. (3-) He must provide proper accommodation for 
the_ bull and care him in a proper manner, to the 
satisfaction of the Department. 

( 4 . ) He must procure at his own expense a 
syringe and disinfecting materials for the washing 
of his bull after each service, in accordance with 
the instructions given in the Department’s leaflet 
No. 13 on contagious abortion in cows. 

(5.) He must procure at his own expense the 
services of a Veterinary Surgeon when necessary. 

(6.) In the case of the death of the bull he must 
forward a certificate from a* Veterinary Surgeon 
as to the cause of death. 

15. The non-observance of any one of the conditions 
of this scheme will itender the insurance void, and all 
moneys paid therefor will be forfeited to the Depart- 
ment. 


16. The Department shall have the right to inspect 
the bull at any time, and to remove him at any time, 
if it is found, in the opinion of the Department, that 
he is not being properly cared, or in the event of an 
instalment of principal and interest being in arrear 
for more than four weeks. 

17. The Department reserve the right to brand or 
mark the bull, and to inspect it from time to time. 

18. The Department also reserve the right to apply 
the tuberculin test, at their own expense, to any bull 
purchased by means of a loan from the Department. 

19. The bull shall remain the property of the De- 
partment until all instalments of principal and in- 
terest are paid off. 

20. The Department reserve the right to refuse any 
application for a loan without assigning any reason 
for such refusal. 

21. The granting of a loan does not imply that a 
premium will be awarded in respect of the bull. 

22. The Department will, as far as possible, en- 
deavour to procure suitable animals for persons to 
whom loans are to be granted, but they cannot under- 
take to supply bulls at a price fixed by the applicant. 

23. The decision of the Department in all matters 
relating to these loans shall be final. 

Forms of application for loans can be had from 
the Department. 
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APPENDIX No. LI. (Q. 5758.) 


C hamb er of Commerce, 

Limerick, 24tft Nov., 1906. 

Sir, — I am directed by my Chamber to forward you enclosed supplementary report from the members who 
gave evidence on behalf of their Corporation before your Committee.* 

I am, Sir, 

Yours faithfully, 

John Boyd, Secretary. 


Sir Kenelm Digby, o.C.B., K.c, Chairman, 
Departmental Committee of Inquiry, De- 
partment of Agriculture (Ireland), 
■Westminster. 


Chamber of Commerce, 

Limerick, Nov. 2447t 1906. 

To Sir Kenelm Digby, g.c.b., k.c., Chairman of Departmental Committee of Inquiry (Department of Agri- 
culture and Technical Instruction), Ireland. 


Sir, — W e, the undersigned, who gave evidence on 
behalf of the Limerick Chamber of Commerce before 
your Committee, not having been given notice of its 
sittings, t and having had very little time in which tc 
prepare our evidence, received permission to lay a 
Supplemental Report before you. 

We desire to hand in a letter which Mr. McDonnell 
received the day after he gave evidence. The writers 
of the letter, the Maypole Dairy Co., are some of the 
largest sellers of butter in the United Kingdom, and 
have and haw had extensive creameries in Ireland. 
The letter, which is accompanied by a circular, ex- 
plains itself. 

We also append figures which are intended to re- 
fute statements made repeatedly to Irish farmers by 
the agents of the Irish Agricultural Organisation 
Society, and which were calculated to injure the re- 
putation of the Munster Bacon Curers. These 
figures show the difference between the prices 
paid in Munster and "those paid in Denmark both by 
proprietary factories and the Co-operatives, a difference 
altogether in favour of the Munster farmers and pig- 
feeders. Inducements to build co-operative bacon 
factories, based on false figures, were held out to the 
Irish farmers by the agents of the Irish Agricultural 
Organisation Society, or were reported to have been, 
and such reports were never publicly contradicted. 
We enclosed copies of letters which passed between 
Messrs. W . J. Shaw and Sons of Limerick and Mr. 
P. J. Hannon, who was one of the organisers of the 
Irish Agricultural Organisation Society. 

The Minutes of a meeting of the Bacon Curers’ 
Association, held Oct. 26th, 1889, and at which the 
late Count Moore, Mr. James Byrne, and Mr. R. A. 
Anderson were present as a deputation from the Irish 
Agricultural Organisation Society, contain the follow- 
entry : — 

“ Mr. Anderson proposed that the Munster Pro- 
vision Curers should get the bulk of their supplies 
through the Societies, and that the Irish Agricul- 
tural Organisation Society should have a voice in 
the fixing of the price.” 


Prom the discussion which ensued it was quite clei 
that the idea was that the Provision Curers should l 
made a kind of stalking horse for the Irish Agricu 
tural Organisation Sooieity. and that they should han 
over the management of their business to Mr. Ande: 
spn and Jus colleagues. Of course this idea was n< 
tolerated for a moment ; but the Curers never refuse 
to deal with the societies. They were quite willin 
2? wxth them and thus save middlemen 1 

profits, but this would not satisfy Mr. Anderson. On 
83 ® s lending scales to some of th 
societies to enable them to live weight, their pigs an 


compare the live with the dead weights when they 
received their returns from the factories, but little 
good resulted. 

In confirmation of the evidence given by Sir Thomas 
Cleeve, in which he stated that tlio Irish Agricultural 
Organisation Society was subsidised by the Depart- 
ment of Agriculture, tho following appeared in the 
Freeman's Journal of July 21st, 1906 : — 


SUBSIDIES TO THE I.A.O.S. 


London, Friday. 

“The Department of Agriculture and Technical In- 
struction for Ireland have presented a return in 
respect of the period from 1st April, 1890, to 28th 
February, 1905, showing the payments made to the 
I.A.O.S. as follows:— 


In respect of period 

Salaries. 

Travelling 
and Incidental 
Expenses. 

Total. 


£ s. J 

£ A. , 1 . 

£ t. d. 

March 31s fc, 1901, . 

742 5 10 

1,396 C 1 

2,138 11 1L 

Maroh Slat, 1902, . 

1,314 3 8 

2,179 15 5 

3.493 19 1 

March 31st, 1903, . 

1,307 0 0 

3,027 12 9 

4,334 12 9' 

March 31st, 1904. . 

915 14 10 

2,726 19 7 

3,642 14 5 

February 28th, 1905, 

598 16 8 

1.657 12 3 

2,256 8 11 

Total, . . 

4,878 1 0 

10,938 6 1 

15,866 7 1 


In addition to this enormous sum miscellaneous 
payments to the amount of £1,050 Us. 7 d. have 
oeen made to different institutions, making the gross- 
total £16,916 18s. 8 d. Amongst the payments are 
. ™ follomiig: — V. Schwartz, £100 per annum;, 
iocn ■“ aimon > £250 per annum; G. W. Russell, 
±<250 per annum; J. Hull, £150 per annum; 

Sher ingham, £200 per annum; J. Tant, 
±120 per annum ; W. R. 0. P. £1 per day. In addi- 
tion to these salaries the persons named were al- 
lowed considerable sums for expenses. Mr. P. J. 
Hannon apparently was in receipt of a salary up 
to the 28th February, 1905, as well as the others- 


We have nothing . further to add to the statements- 
wmcli we made hefore your Committee, and which, 
we are pleased to see, no attempt was made to con- 
trovert; but we must protest against the Government 


Evictence given at Limerick, July 3, 1906. by Mr. W McDonnell r » 
f Minutes of Evidence : Chairman, (J. 6862. ’ cDonnell, J.r., 


Shaw, j.r., and Sir Thomas Cleeve. 
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lending itself to the efforts made to destroy the few 
established industries which have managed to sur- 
vive the sad treatment of Irish industries by British 
Governments in the past, and to express our surprise 
that the Chiefs of the Department of Agriculture 
could find no better occupation than the destruction of 
our bacon and batter industries. 

We are, Sir, 

Yours faithfully, 

Wm. McDonnell. 

T. H. Cleeve. 

Alec W. Shaw. 


MAYPOLE DAIRY CO., LIMITED. 

Chairman’s Office, 

Leonard Street, 

City Road, E.C., 

London, 7th July, 1906. 

Dear Mr. McDonnell.— I must thank you for yours 
of the 29th ult., also for the newspaper giv- 
ing the account of the meeting of the Limerick 
Chamber of Commerce. I am in thorough sympathy 
with the speeches therein made. 

All I know with regard to the Irish Organisation 
Society tends to make me think that they did every- 
thing possible to stifle and to injure private enterprise 
under the mistaken idea that co-operation is the only 
way to attain the salvation of Irish industries. 

Possibly we and other private manufacturers had 
not so much right to complain when the Organisation 
Society was entirely independent of the Government, 
but now that it is subsidised by the Government the 
conditions are entirely altered. I am inclined to 
think that if the manufacture of butter had remained 
in the hands of the private creamery owners the Irish 
farmers would have been in a much better position 
to-day, as an average Committee of Irish farmers have 
not sufficient business training and knowledge to estab- 
lish and efficiently control creameries for the manu- 
facture of butter of the highest quality. In proof of 
this I need only mention the fact that Irish butter 
does not command nearly so high a price as Danish 
creamery butter, whereas Irish bacon, which is still 
exclusively manufactured by large private firms, com- 
mands a price fully equal to the Danish product. 

The principal reason my firm ceased extending their 
business in Ireland was owing to the ill-feeling brought 
about between them and the Irish farmers by the 
antagonistic lectures given in the district by the emis- 
saries of the Irish Organisation Society. 

To instance one of the results of these lectures, we 
were informed by the milk suppliers to our Temple- 
bredin Creamery that unless we agreed to sell this 
Creamery at one-third its value and a't certainly one- 
third its cost to us we should be boycotted and get 
no milk from the farmers — this four years after we 
had equipped and opened the Creamery at the invita- 
tion and urgent request of the local farmers and had 
worked up a very large milk connection at considerable 
cost and trouble. The result of these lectures made 
my firm (Maypole Dairy Co., Ltd.) decide that it 
was unwise and unsafe to invest capital in creameries 
in Ireland so long as the Irish Organisation Society 
sent emissaries about the country stating that private 
creamery proprietors were taking away the profits 
that should belong to the Irish farmers, and encoura- 
ing the farmers to boycott the private creamery pro- 
prietors. 

I enclose with this letter a circular, which we issued 
about the Organisation Society some years ago, which 
circular speaks for itself. 

I am a strong believer in encouraging private enter- 
prise in every country. The non-success of the trad- 
ing of the co-operative dairies in Ireland, and by the 
municipal authorities in England, proves the 
superiority of private enterprise and control in trad- 
ing concerns whose profitableness depends solely upon 
efficiency and good management. 


I am sorry that I cannot visit Ireland and person- Appendix 
ally give my evidence or accept your most kind invita- _ 

tion, but perhaps you will forward this letter to the 
Commissioners. 


Yours very truly, 

Wm. Geo. Watson. 
Wm. Me Donnell, Esq., Limerick. 


TO THE MILK SUPPLIERS OF THE MAYPOLE 
DAIRY CO. 

Dear Sirs, — From the paper called The Dairy, 
issued March 16, page 75, we learn that Mr. Ander- 
son (of the Co-operative Union) reports, that the 
twenty-seven Co-operative Creameries, bought during 
last year 7,354,536 gallons of milk, at a cost of 
£120,359 4s. 2d., an average price of 3. Old. (3.92d.) per 
gallon. They made a profit of £1,404 12s. 2d. (about 
10‘ per cent, on share capital). 

Had they paid 4 £d. (the price we were boycotted, 
at the instigation of Mr. Anderson, for refusing to 
pay at Knocklong) they would have lost 
£8,472 15s. 2d., besides not getting a farthing for 
interest on share capital (£13,310 15s. 4d.). . 

Had they paid 4d. (the price Mr. Anderson advised 
our milk suppliers not to accept) they would have lost 
£811 15s. 8d., besides not getting a farthing for 
interest on the share capital. This notwithstanding 
the dry season last year, and consequent high butter 
prices. 

After reading this letter, and satisfying themselves 
on the truth of the statements therein, we feel sure 
our suppliers will admit that we had reason and right 
on our side in refusing to give them 4^d. last year. 
In order to induce them to verify for themselves the 
correctness of these figures, we hereby promise to give 
a £5 note to the first one who can show us any inac- 
curacy in our comparisons. 

The idea of co-operations and saving all the profits 
of middlemen is a good one,, but facts and figures are 
stubborn things, and thinking people will consider it 
questionable policy for the officials and exponents of 
co-operation to come down and hold meetings advis- 
ing farmers not to accept an offer of 4d. per gallon 
when that offer is so very considerably better than 
they have or can do for themselves. 

If the farmers in the vicinity are desirous of pur- 
chasing our factories, we are quite willing to sell tnem 
at a fair price, but we know they will find that we 
could and have given them higher prices for milk than 
they can realize if they themselves own and work 
them, the reason being that we have retail shops in 
most of the large towns of Great Britain, where fresh 
butter can be sold direct to the consumers at an extra 
high price if made of a certain quality. If they 
themselves own the factories, the butter has to go 
through several hands before it gets to the consumer, 
and then it is bought as cask butter, and not at the 
extra high price of finest fresh butter. 

Our experiences of dairying in Ireland have been 
varied — after the decision in the recent law case we 
expected to have nearly finished; now, at the solicita- 
tion of the farmers, we have consented to continue 
the business, provided that the milk suppliers take 
part of the risk of actions for cattle poisoning with 
milk and water. We think and hope that the idea 
that cattle are poisoned in this way will shortly die 
nut in a similar manner to the other equally erroneous 
idea lately prevailing in Ireland, that “ separated 
milk poisons calves.” In connection with this last 
superstition, luckily for us, no calves died, or we 
guess that we should have fared hardly with a 
Limerick City Jury. 

Since the decision in the action against us, we have 
taken up shares in sixteen Scandinavian butter fac- 
tories, besides arranging to take their produce in the 
form of cream, and chum it at Hull in a large d.nry 
now being equipped there. Thus we shall get a supply 
of fresh butter without having to pay about £1,000 if 
an animal dies after drinking at the stream into which 
the factory washings flow. 

K 
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Attbkdix 
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Denmark and Sweden are poor countries, and gladly 
welcome anyone who invest capital therein, believing 
it to bo to the countries’ interest. 

We shall hope to live to see the day when Ireland will 
think the same, then she may get more manufacturers 
to employ her population, and prevent the present 
necessity for her young people emigrating. 

We send you herewith a copy of the letter we sent 
to the Freeman’s Journal. 

Yours truly, 

MAYPOLE DAIRY CO., 

W. G. Watson. 

Manchester, March 28f7i, 1894. 


Dec. 2nd, 1903. 

P. J. Hannon, Esq., * 

I.A.O.S., Dublin. 

Our attention has been drawn to a speech of yours 
in Tipperary, which is published in the Munster 
News of Saturday night Have you seen this paper? 
We fancy you must have been misreported to some ex- 
tent. 

W. J. Shaw & Sons. 


suggested that the Bacon Curers’ Association would 
pool a sum of money to inflate prices, but that per . 
sonally, I didn’t believe that any such thing would 
occur. Of course I added that if these anticipations 
were realised, the farmers would be prepared to meet 
it. 

I calculated the average price of pigs on the basis of 
the returns furnished to me by your own agents at 
several places, and by ascertaining, as nearly as p®. 
sible, the proportion of pigs forwarded belonging to 
each division of the classification you make, namely 
a “sizeable.” “stout,” “overweight/' &c. I further 
tried to ascertain the proportion of pigs forwarded at 
those periods when prices were higher or lower, and 
further had to allow the farmer for the cost of deliver- 
ing his pig at your stores. All I can say is that I am 
doing all in my power to be perfectly fair to the curers 
and for my own sake I shall certainly hold out no in- 
ducement that may afterwards come up in judgment 
against the Society which I represent. At every 
meeting I attended I have referred to the kindness and 
courtesy experienced, from your firm especially, and 
to the splendid services which you have done to bring 
about the improvement of the breed in some of the 
poorest and most; backward districts in Ireland. If 
you can show me any way in which the conclusions I 
have come to are unjust to you, I shall publicly 
acknowledge it at the first opportunity. 

_ _ P. J. Hannon. 


Dec. Sth, 1903. 

Messrs. W. J. Shaw & Sons. 

Thanks very much for yours of 2nd inst 

With reference to your remark about some speech of 
mine, reported in the Munster News, I have not seen 
the paper, nor, as a matter of fact, do I pay the 
slightest attention to any reports published in this 
way. Just yesterday I was told that some extra- 
ordinary statements were attributed to me in a report 
of one of my meetings, in a local paper, and on making 
inquiry I was informed that the person who sent 
the report was a slater by trade, who reported me from 
memory. 

P. J. Hannon. 


Dec. 7th, 1903. 

P. J. Hannon, Esq., 

I.A.O.S., Dublin. 

Yours of 5th inst. noted. As you have not seen a 
copy of the Munster News referred to, we take the 
liberty of enclosing you one herewith. If you have 
not been misreported we would be obliged if you would 
let us know where you get the figures as regards the 
average Limerick price for pigs in 1902, and also who 
are the curers who have threatened to pay 5s. or 6s. 
per pig for a time to do away with the farmers’ fac- 
tory. 

W. J. Shaw A Sons. 


Dec. 12th, 1903. 

Messrs. W. J. Shaw & Sons. 

I thank you very much for yours of the 7th inst., 
enclosing copy of the Munster News. I must say at once 
that a more extraordinary jumble of misrepresenta- 
tion I have never seen than this so-called report. I 
never said that the curers have threatened to offer 
5s. or 6s. a pig for a time, to do away with the far- 
mers’ factory. What I did say was that it had been 


Dec. 164/1,1903. 

P. J. Hannon, Esq., 

I.A.O.S., Dublin. 

Yours of 12th Inst. We do not doubt your asser- 
tion that you are doing all in your power to be per- 
fectly fair to the curers, but we would not like to be 
in your shoes when the shareholders of the proposed 
bacon factory come, with the balance sheet before them, 
to sit in j udgment on the inducements you are holding 
out to them. Had we got our pigs last year at the 
average price jou stated, we would have as much 
money left out of what they actually cost us as would 
build four or five factories such as you propose to 
erect in. Tipperary. This is no exaggeration. We 
appreciate the efforts made by your Society to 
better the condition of the farmers, even although you 
are endeavouring to set them up as rivals to ourselves. 
We do not fear the rivalry, but we fear that you are 
building on a very sandy foundation if you cannot 
get nearer to the cost of the raw material to the curer 
than the figure given in your speech at Tipperary. 

We have plenty to do without entering into a news- 
paper war with all who abuse and slander us, or say 
that somebody had suggested that hanging was too good 
for us, and we are merely, in this instance, giving you 
a friendly warning that may save you and your 
Society a lot of trouble later on.” 


W. J. Shaw & Sons. 


Dec. lQth, 1906. 

Messrs, W. J. Shaw & Sons. 

I thank you very much for your kind letter of the 
16ch inst. T am but too conscious of the responsibility 
which attaches to me in connection with the proposed 
Co-operative Bacon Factory, but having done all in 
my power to get reliable information, I am prepared 
to stand or fall by the judgment of those in whose 
interest alone I have undertaken the project, namely* 
the farmers in the rural districts of Tipperary.” 


P. J. Hannon. 
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PRICES PAID FOR PIGS IN IRELAND (MUNSTER) AND DENMARK DURING THE SIX Arr«m»ix 

LL 

MONTHS ENDING JUNE 30th, 1906. — 


In Denmark there is beamage allowed in the weighing of pigs of from 4 to 6 lbs. per pig, according to the 
district, which is equal to about Is. 6 d. per cwt. In Munster there is no beamage allowed. 



PRICES PAID FOR PIGS IN IRELAND (MUN STER) AND DENMARK DURING THE FOUR 
MONTHS ENDING OCTOEER 27ch, 1906. 



K 2 
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APPENDIX No. LIT. 


DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE AND TECHNICAL INSTRUCTION FOR IRELAND. 


COMMITTEE OF INQUIRY. 


Appendix to Evidence of Mr. R. A. Anderson, Secretary, I.A.O.S. 


Summary of Resolutions passed by Societies. 


Resolutions -were received from the following Societies regarding the work of the I.A.O.S., especially 
with reference to the evidence given before the Commission as touching the question of the continuance 
of the Department’s grant in aid: — 


County Antrim. 

Cushendall and District Co-operative Poultry 
Society, Limited. (Membership, 271.) 

Dervock and District Poultry Society. (Member- 
ship, 600.) 

Desertmartin Co-operative Poultry Society, Limited. 
(Membership, 124.) 

Irish Decorative Art Association, Limited. (Mem- 
bership, B.) 

County Armagh. 

Tassagh Co-operative Agricultural & Dairy Society. 
(Membership, 246.) 

Tassagh Credit Society. (Membership, 110.) 
County Cavan. 

Bailieboro’ Co-operative Agricultural and Dairy 
Society, Ltd. (Membership, 300.) 

Billis Agricultural Bank. (Membership, 85.) 

Billis Co-operative Agricultural and Dairy Society. 
(Membership, 66.) 

Bogeskey Agricultural Credit Society. (Member- 
ship, 31.) 

Carrickallen Co-operative Agricultural and Dairy 
Society. (Membership, 68.) 

Killann Credit Society. (Membership, 66.) 

Killeshandra Co-operative Dairy and Agricultural 
Society, Limited. (Membership, 1,400.) 

Kilnaleck Co-operative Agricultural and Dairy 
Society, Limited. (Membership, 250.) 

Kingscourt Agricultural Credit Society. (Member - 
- ship, 68.) 

Mountnugent Agricultural Credit Society. (Mem- 
bership, 79. ) 

Rathkenny Agricultural Bank. (Membership, 41.) 


County Donegal. 

Carndonagh Co-operative Agricultural and Dairy 
Society. (Membership, 977) 

Castlefinn Co-operative Flax Society. (Member- 
ship, 51.) 

Cliff Agricultural Bank. (Membership, 79.) 

Dungloe Agricultural Bank. (Membership, 163.) 

Kilbarron Co-operative Agricultural and Dairy 
Society, Limited. (Membership, 70.) 

Killybegs Agricultural Bank. (Membership, 75.) 

Letterkenny Co-operative Flax Society, Limited. 
(Membership, 39.) 

Ramelton Co-operative Agricultural and Dairy 
Society, Limited. (Membership, 113.) 

Sessiaghoneill Co-operative Poultry Society. Mem- 
bership, 198.) 

Stranorlar Co-operative Flax Society. (Member- 
ship, 35.) 

Templecrone C.A.S., Ltd. (Membership, approxi- 
mately, 40.) 

Towna willy Agricultural Bank. (Membership, 86.) 

County Down. 

Meigh Agricultural Bank. (Membership, 165.) 


County Fermanagh. 

Belleek Co-operative Agricultural and Dairy Society. 
(Membership, 224.) 

Garrison Co-operative Agricultural and Dairy 
Society, Ltd. (Membership, 63.) 

Kinawley Co-operative Dairy and Agricultural 
Society. (Membership, 490.) 

Lisbellaw Co-operative Agricultural and Dairy 
Society. (Membership, 70.) 

Whealt Co-operative Agricultural and Dairy Society, 
Limited. (Membership, 52.) 


County Londonderry. 

Dunboe Co-operative Flax Society. (Membership, 
approximately, 60.) 

Dunboe Co-operative Poultry Society. (Member 
ship, 250.) 

Limavady Poultry Society. (Membership, 360.) 

Macosquin Co-operative Agricultural Society, Ltd 
(Membership, 28.) 

Moneymore Co-operative Agricultural and Dairy 
Society, Ltd. (Membership, 193.) 


County Monaghan. 

Aghabog Agricultural Co-operative Society. (Mem- 
bership, approximately, 50.) 

Ballytrain Co-operative Agricultural Society, Ltd. 
Membership, 67.) 

Carrickaslane Co-operative Agricultural and Dairy 
Society. (Membership, 181.) _ 

Coraskea Co-operative Agricultural and Dairy 
Society. (Membership, 76.) 

Corcaghan Co-operative Agricultural and Dairy | 
Society, Limited. (Membership, 69.) 

Fane Valley Co-operative Agricultural and Dairy j 
Society, Limited. (Membership, 150.) , 

Great Northern Co-operative Agricultural and Dairy 
Society, Limited. (Membership, 79.) 

Green an’ s Cross Agricultural Bank. (Membership, 
35.) , , 

Greenan’s Cross Co-operative Agricultural am 
Dairy Society, Limited. (Membership, 121) 

Lough Eagish Co-operative Agricultural and Dairy 
Society, Limited. (Membership, 253.) 

Lough Eagish Credit Society. (Membership, 
Donaghmoyne Credit Society. (Membership, 

Town of Monaghan Co-operative Agricultural a 
Dairy Society. (Membership, 173.) 


County Tyrone. 

Killeter Co-operative Agricultural and Dairy 
Society, Ltd. (Membership, 250.) ^ . 

Newtownsaville Co-operative Agricultural and 
Society, Ltd. (Membership, 120.) 

Omagh Co-operative Dairy Society. (M 

Urney Cooperative Dairy, Flax, and Tovltry 
Societies. (Membership, 141.) 
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County Clare. 

Doonaha Agricultural Bank. (Membership, 34.) 
Dromelihy Agricultural Bank. (Membership, 21.) 
Killenena Co-operative Agricultural Society, Ltd. 

(Membership, approximately, 40.) 

Lissycasey Agricultural Bank. (Membership, 40.) 
Euan Co-operative Agricultural and Dairy Society, 
Limited. (Membership, 130.) 

County Cork. 

Aultagh Agricultural Bank. (Membership, 
Ballinageary Agricultural Bank. 

26.) 

Boherbue Agricultural Credit Society. (Member- 
ship, 42.) 

Cork Co-operative Creameries Federation. (Mem- 
bership 1,200.) 

Killeagh Co-operative Agricultural Society. (Mem- 
bership, 62.) 

Tarelton Agricultural Bank (Membership, 26.) 
Toames Co-operative Agricultural and Dairy 
Society, Limited. (Membership, 32.) 


(Membership, 


(em- 


Co. Tipperary — continued. 

Springmount Co-operative Dairy Society, Ltd. 
(Membership, 78.) 

Tipperary District Conference Committee 
bracing 23 Societies.) 

Co. Waterford. 

Gaultier Co-operative Agricultural and Dairy 
Society. (Membership, 69.) 

Glenmore Co-operative Dairy Society. (Member- 
ship, 100.) 

Kilmacow Co-operative Dairy Society, Ltd. (Mem- 
bership, 114.) 


Co. Kerry. 

Abbey dorney Co-operative Dairy Society. (Member- 
ship, 133.) 

Ballinclemessig Co-operative Dairy Society. (Mem- 
bership, 170.) 

Brosna Co-operative Agricultural and Dairy Society. 
(Membership, 64.) 

Glenflesk Credit Society. (Membership, 20.) 

Inny Valley Agricultural Bank. (Membership, 47.) 

Milltown and Ballyhar Co-operative Agricultural 
and Dairy Society. (Membership, 166.) 

Newtownsandes Co-operative Dairy Society. (Mem- 
bership, 120.) 

Co. Limerick. 

Black Abbey Co-operative Agricultural and Dairy 
Society. (Membership, 156.) . 

Cappamore Co-operative Agricultural and Dairy 
Societv. (Membership, 984.) 

Clouncagli Co-operative Dairy Society, Ltd. (Mem- 
bership, 40.) - 

Effin Co-operative Agricultural and Dairy Society. 
(Membership, 68.) 

Galbally Agricultural Bank. (Membership, 58.) 

Glenwilliam Co-operative Dairy Society. (Member- 
ship, 28.) . 

Herbertstown Co-operative Agricultural and Dairy 
Society. (Membership, 46.) , 

Kantoher Co-operative Agricultural and Dairy 

Society. (Membership, 109.) . 

Kilfinny Co-operative Agricultural and Dairy 

Society. (Membership, 42.) 

Kilmeedy Co-operative Dairy Society. (Member- 
ship, 115.) . , , _ . 

Sarsfield Co-operative Agricultural and Dairy 

Society. (Membership, 99.) 

Shanagolden and Foynes Co-operative Poultry 
Society. (Membership, 450.) 


Mulhnavat Co-operative Agric 
Society. (Membership, 85.) 

Co. Dublin. 

Irish Agricultural Wholesale Society. (Member- 
ship, Societies only, 70.) 

Co. Kilkenny. 

Ballyhale Co-operative Dairy Society, Ltd. (Mem- 
bership, 100.) 

Ballyragget Agricultural Bank. (Membership, 

Castlecomer Agricultural Bank. (Membership, 

Kilkenny Branch Irish Creamery Managers’ Asso- 
ciation. . , . _ . , 

North Kilkenny Co-operative Poultry Society. 
(Membership, 300.) . ,, _ , 

Valley of the Deen Co-operative Agricultural 
Society. (Membership, 108.) 


King's County. 

Kilcormac and Killoughy Co-operative Agricultural 
Society. (Membership, 41.) 

Kinnitty Agricultural Bank. (Membership, 51.) 

Kinnitty Co-operative Agricultural Society. (Mem- 

Seirkieran Agricultural Bank. (Membership, 31.) 

Co. Longford. 

Granard Co-operative Dairy Society, Ltd. (Mem- 
bership, 124.) . . , 

Longford Co-operative Poultry Society. (Member- 
ship, 600.) 

Co. Louth. 

Dromintee Agricultural Bank. (Membership 98.) 

Dromisldn Agricultural Bank. (Membership, oo.) 

Glassdrummond Agricultural Bank. (Membership, 

Glassdrummond Agricultural Co-operative Society,. 
Ltd. (Membership, 66.) . 

Inniskeen Agricultural Co-operative Society.. 
(Membership approx., 80.) , . . 

Kilkerley Agricultural Bank. (Membership, 91.) 

Killanny Agricultural Credit Society. (Member- 
ship, 91.) „ . . ,,, , 

Louth and Stonetown Credit Society. (Member 
ship, 46.) 


Co. Tipperary. 

Ballinard Co-operative Agricultural and Dairy 
Society, Ltd. (Membership approx. 150.) 

Ballyduag Co-operative Agricultural and Dairy 

Society, Ltd. (Membership, 98.) 

Ballywilliam Co-operative Dairy and Agricultural 
Society, Ltd. (Membership, 117.) 

Clonlisk Co-operative Agricultural Society, Ltd. 
(Membership, 216.) . , , , , „ . 

Drombane Co-operative Agricultural and Dairy 

Society, Ltd. (Membership, 160.) 

Glen of Aherlow Co-operative Agricultural and 
Dairy Society, Ltd. (Membership, 71.) 

Greenane Co-operative Agricultural and Dairy 

Society, Ltd. (Membership approx. 180 ) 

Kilvilcarris Co-operative Dairy Society. (Member- 

Knock" Agricultural Bank. (Membership, 25.) 

Kyle Agricultural Bank. (Membership, 49 ) 

Outrath Co-operative Dairy Society. (Membership, 

Silvermines Co-operative Agricultural and Dairy 
Society. (Membership, 41.) _ 

Solohead Co-operative Agricultural and Dairy 

Society, Ltd. (Membership, 400.) 


Co. Meath. 

Courtown Agricultural Bank. (Membership, 22.) 
Donaghpatrick Co-operative Agricultural Society, 
Ltd, (Membership, 66.) 

Queen's County. 

Abbeyleix Agricultural Bank. (Membership, 83.) 
Lisdufi Agricultural Bank. (Membership, 48.) 
Spink Co-operative Agricultural and Dairy Society. 
(Membership, 80.) 

Co. Westmeath. 

Cam Co-operative Agricultural Society Ltd. (Mem- 
bership, 200.) 

Drum Co-operative Agricultural Society. (Member- 
ship, 166.) 


Co. Wexford. 

Adamstown Agricultural Bank. (Membership, 56.) 
Adamstown Threshing Society. (Membership, 11.) 
Ballindaggan Co-operative Bank. (Membership, 
38.) 
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Co. Wexford — continued. 

Ballycanew Co-operative Agricultural and Dairy 
Society, Ltd. (Membership, 151.) 

Ballycanew Credit Society. (Membership, 45.) 
Craanford Credit Society: (Membership, 30.) 

Cushinstown Agricultural Bank, Ltd. (Member- 
ship, 72.) 

Forth Agricultural and Industrial Association. 

(Approx. Membership, 100.) 

Forth Co-operative Poultry Society. (Membership, 
290.) 

Gusserane Credit Society. (Membership, 44.) 
Killurin Agricultural and Fishermen’s Bank. 
(Membership, 29.) 

Kilmuckridge Credit Society. (Membership, 49.) 
Murrintown Agricultural Bank. (Membership, 53.) 
New Ross Co-operative Lace Society, Ltd. (Mem- 
bership, 15.) 

Oylegate' Agricultural Bank. (Membership, 27.) 
Pallas Co-operative Agricultural and Dairy Society. 
(Membership, 61.) 

Rathgarogue Credit Society, (Membership, 29.) 
Co. Wicklow. 

Ashford Agricultural and Credit Society. (Mem- 
bership, 67.) 

Moyne Credit Society. (Membership, 100.) 
Newtown Credit Society. (Membership, 72.) 


Co. Roscommon — continued. 

Drcm Agricultural Bank. (Membership, 166) 
Fairy mount and Tibohine Co-operative Aerionlt,,. • 
and Dairy Society, Ltd. (Membershipf 286 ) 
Kiltoom Co-operative Agricultural Society ' LH 
(Membership approx., 40.) ’ 

Mountain St. John’s Co-operative Agricultural ■ -4 
Dairy Society, Ltd. (Membership, 128.) 

Tisara Co-operative Agricultural Societv t.m 
(Membership, 195.) 


Co. Sligo. 

Achonry Co-operative Agricultural and Dairy 
Society, Ltd. (Membership, 650.) 

Ballymote Agricultural Bank. (Membership, 30.) 
Ballymote Co-operative Agricultural and Dairv 
Society, Ltd. (Membership, 800.) J 

Drumcliffe Co-operative Agricultural and Dairv 
Society. (Membership, 134.) 

Riverstown Co-operative Agricultural and Dairy 
Society, Ltd. (Membership, 460.) ’ 

Sooey Co-operative^ Agricultural and Dairy Society, 

The purport of the resolutions is shown below 

All the resolutions, but one, were eulogistic of the 
work of the I.A.O.S. 


Co. Galway. 

Ballymacward Co-operative Agricultural and Dairy 
Society, Ltd. (Membership, 137.) 

Caltra Co-operative Agricultural Society. (Mem- 
bership, 201.) 

Oranmore Co-operative Agricultural Society, Ltd. 
(Membership, 149.) 

Selerna Agricultural Bank. (Membership, 59.) 

■Co. Leitrim. 

Annaghmore Credit Society. (Membership, 72.) 

Ballinaglera Agricultural Bank. (Membership, 

'Ballinamore Co-operative Agricultural and Da’ry 
Society, Ltd. (Membership, 191.) 

iBallintrillick Agricultural Bank. (Membership, 

'Belhavel Agricultural Bank. (Membership, 120.) 

Bornacoola Co-operative Agricultural and Dairy 
Society, Ltd. (Membership, 173). 

Dromahair Co-operative Agricultural and Dairy 
Society. (Membership, 796.) 

Farnaught Agricultural Bank. (Membership, 169.) 

Killasnet.t Co-operative Dairy Society. (Member- 
ship, 600.) 

"Kin lough Agricultural Bank. (Membership ap- 
prox., 40.) 

Kinlopgh Co-operative Agricultural and Dairy 
Sooiety, Ltd. (Membership, 331.) 

iLurganboy Agricultural Bank. (Membership, 31.) 

iMohill Co-operative Agricultural and Dairy Society, 
Ltd. (Membership, 153.) 


Co. Mayo. 

Breaffy Agricultural Bank. (Membership, 61.) 

Burren Agricultural Bank. (Membership, 56.) 

Burriscarra Agricultural Bank. (Membership ap- 
prox., 60.) 

Burriscarra Co-operative Agricultural Society. 
(Membership, 227.) 

Glenisland Agricultural Bank. (Membership, 61.) 

Islandeady Agricultural Bank. (Membership, 118.) 

Killeen Credit Society. (Membership, 40.) 

Logboy Co-operative Agricultural and Dairy 
Society. (Membership, 23.) 

Mayo Abbey Agricultural Credit Society. (Mem- 
bership, 24.) 

Mumeen Agricultural Bank. (Membership, 51.) 

Co. Roscommon. 

Athlone Co-operative Poultry and Farm Produce 
Society, Ltd. (Membership, 379.) 

Boyle Co-operative Agricultural and Dairy Society, 
Ltd. (Membership, 700.) 


98 definitely called on the D.A.T.I. to continue or 
increase their grant in aid. 

37 expressed confidence in, or appreciation of, the 
work of the I.A.O.S. 

30 declared specifically against the evidence given 
by witnesses regarded as hostile to the I.A.O.S., or 
who were opposed to the Department’s grant. 

1 resolution was adverse to the work of the I.A.O.S. 
and the continuance of the Department’s grant. 

The general grounds urged for the continuance of 
the grant were as follows: — 

That co-operation is the most urgent need of Irish 
farmers and that the I.A.O.S. is essential to the very 
existence of the co-operative movement ; that organi- 
sation is necessary for the efficient administration of 
State aid ; that the work of the I.A.O.S. could not 
be carried out by the D.A.T.I. ; that only by a further 
extension of the co-operative movement can the 
country protect itself from monopoly at home and 
competition abroad; that co-operation has banded 
together men of different religious and political 
opinions without interfering with religious or party 
principles; that the I.A.O.S. has taught thrift, self- 
reliance and self-respect; has given education in ths 
right uses of capital ; has promoted improved indus- 
trial methods, settled disputes by arbitration, helped 
to keep the people at home, benefited every class 
which derives its living from the progress of agricul- 
ture, effected economy in the administration of funds 
and proved indispensable to profitable and successful 
farming. 

The following material grounds were urged for the 
continuance of the grant : — 

That the I.A.O.S. has saved the Irish butter trade 
from ruin, and effected improvement in the quantity, 
quality, value, and price of butter ; also in pig breed- 
mg, poultry breeding, and egg production, ana in the 
grading, testing, packing, and marketing of eggs ; 
that it has kept the flax industry alive and increased 
(by means of co-operative credit) the reproductive 
industries of farming ; that it lias increased the out- 
put of food production generally, and has assisted 
in the marketing of produce, and that it has effected 
economies through the joint purchase of manures and 
by teaching the farmers to get guaranteed analysis 
for manures, and guarantees of germination for seeds, 
and by introducing potato sprayers through the agri- 
cultural banks. 


31st October, 1906. 


R. A. ANDERSON. 
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House of Commons, 

6th December, 1906. 

Sir Kenelm Digby, g.C.b. 

Peak Sib — 

My attention has been directed to the letter from 
Mr. Gerald Balfour, read by you to the Commission 
on the Agricultural Department, on Friday, the 23rd 
nlto.* 

In that letter Mr. Balfour says : — 

“ My recollection of the circumstances which, I sup- 
pose, Mr. Dillon had in his mind is as follows: — On 
the Report Stage of the Bill he moved an amendment 
designed to make payments to private associations out 
of money at the disposal of the Department illegal. 
I explained to him that, as a matter of fact, his amend- 
ment would not have the effect which he imagined, and 
would in no way preclude the Department from making 
payments out of its funds to the I.A.O.S. or similar 
associations, if they thought it desirable to do so. Not- 
withstanding this explanation, Mr. Dillon pressed that 
his amendment should be adopted, and to this I 
assented, wishing to save time, and being assured that 
in itself it was perfectly ineffectual. I am absolutely 
certain that no pledge of the nature alleged in Mr. 
Dillon’s letter was ever given by me either in or out 
of the House of Commons.” 

My recollection of the circumstances is absolutely 
different from that of Mr. Gerald Balfour, and, 
having refreshed my memory, I shall give- a short 
statement of what actually occurred. In the Bill, 
as originally introduced, Clause 16 dealt with the dis- 
tribution of the money placed at the disposal of the 
Department. Sub-section 5 of Clause 16 ran as 
follows : — 

“ Money to be applied by the Department under this 
part of the Act 'shall be applied subject to any con- 
ditions which the Department may require, and may 
be applied either directly hy the Department or in- 
directly through the agency or with the co-operation 
of any public body or joint committee, consisting of 
members representing two or more public bodies, with 
or without additional members appointed by the De- 
partment.” 

And in the definition Clause 29 is included the follow- 
ing definition: — 

“ The expression public body means any body with 
powers erf levying rates or taxes and any legally con- 
stituted public body, Agricultural Association, Council, 
or Committee, or any Society or Organisation formally 
approved of by the Department.” 

In the Grand Committee on Trade, to which the 
Bill was referred, I moved the following amendment to 
Clause 16 : — 

“ Provided always that no money may be granted to 
any limited liability company or association directly 
or indirectly engaged in trading operations.” 

On this amendment the whole subject was very fully 
debated, and, a division being taken, my amendment 
was defeated by twenty-three votes to thirteen. I 
then gave notice that I, would raise the question anew 
when the Report (Stage came on in the full House. 
In the interval between the Committee and the Report 
Stage, Mr. Gerald Balfour sent for me, and I had an 
interview with him and the Attorney-General for Ire- 
land, Mr. John Atkinson, when they informed me that 
they found a strong feeling in the House in favour of 
my view, and wished to know what alterations I re- 
quired in the Bill in order to secure that subsidies 
would not be given to trading companies. After some 
discussion, it was agreed between us that my object 
could be most conveniently carried out by omitting 
from the Bill tlie enabling words in sub-section 5 erf 
Clause 16, and in the definition of public body. This 
Mr. Balfour undertook to do ; and in the Act, as 
passed, sub-section 5, Clause 16, reads as follows : — 

“ Money to be applied by the Department under this 
part of the Act shall be applied subject to any con- 
ditions which the Department may require.” 


And in Clause 29, the definition clause, the expres- 
sion •“ public body ” is defined to mean : — 

“ Any Corporation, Council, Board or Commissioners, 
or Committee constituted by or in pursuance of any 
Act, or any Association constituted by any Act or 
Charter.” 

When a Government puts into a Bill words for the 
special purpose erf enabling a Department to make an 
exceptional use of public money, and then, objection 
having been take in the House of Commons, strikes 
these words out of the Bill, such action has always 
been accepted as a pledge on the part of the Govern- 
ment that the Department will not take that particular 
action which the words omitted from the Bill were in- 
tended to empower it to taka 
It was on this ground that I stated that a pledge 
had been given, and I stand by that statement. As 
for the reasons why T then objected, and still object, 
to the subsidising of the I.A.O.S. out of public funds 
by the Agricultural Department, I shall be prepared 
on some other occasion to state them fully. 

Tours sincerely, 

John Dillon. 


King’s Ford, Colchester, 

10th December, 1906. 

Dear Mr. Dillon — 

I have to ackowledge the receipt of your letter of 
the 6th instant. It will he printed with the Report of 
the Evidence. I am directing the Secretary to send a 
copy to Mr. Gerald Balfour. 

I am, 

Sincerely yours, 

Kenelm E. Digbt- 

John Dillon, Esq., m.p. 


WmTTINGEHAME, 

Pbestonkirk, N.B., 
December 22nd, 1906. 

Dear Sir Kenelm Digbt— 

I have just received from Mr. Taylor a copy of' 
Mr. Dillon’s letter to you of the 6st inst. I can only 
say that my recollection of the circumstances differs 
completely from Mr. Dillon’s, and that I adhere to 
what I have already written. 

Mr. Dillon’s version of what passed appears to me 
on the face of it untenable, because no competent 
draughtsman who wished to give effect to Mr, Dillon’s 
object would have cut out the enabling words in sub- 
section 5 of original Clause 16, as well as altered the 
definition of “ public body.” He would have been • 
careful to retain the enabling words, inasmuch as their 
omission renders the definition of “public body” 
wholly irrelevant to the sub-section. This was, in 
fact, exactly what I pointed out to Mr. Dillon on the 
Report Stage of the Bill. 

I have not communicated with Lord Atkinson, but 
will do so with pleasure if you think it worth while to 
carry the controversy further. z 

It is to be regretted that the proceedings in the 
House of Commons on the Report Stage are so ineagerly 
recorded in Hansard. 

I am, 

Tours very truly, 

G. W. Balfour. 

Sir Kenelm Digby, g.g.b. 


* Minutes of Evidence, Q. 17318. 
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APPENDIX No. LIV. (Q. 16939.)' 


35, Paik-lane, W., 

1st December, 1902. 


Mr Dear Lord Bishop, 

I am at length able to announce a decision on the 
Technical Instruction Grants. It is definite, but not 
final, for reasons appertaining to both past and future 
considerations, which may, I trust, excuse not only 
the delay of this announcement, but also its pro- 
visional character. 

Looking first, to the past, your Lordship will re- 
collect that these grants were to have been withdrawn, 
and that the important deputation, of whose views 
you were the principal exponent, agreed that I had 
best rest our case on the merits of these grants rather 
than on a disputed interpretation of the various Acts 
relevant to the question. 

Looking, in the second place, to the future, we have 
all of us, to consider the various claims which Ireland 
may make, for needs peculiar to Ireland, on any 
further grant given as an equivalent for the grant 
under the Education Bill for English Primary Edu- 
cation. 


Weighing these two aspects of the question together, 
the decision arrived at is (1), that the existing 
grants, standing at £3,500, shall go on ; but (2), that 
a limit to their expiration shall be laid down, not 
as a final limit, but as a future point of departure 
for the reconsideration of these grants in co-relation 
with other such demands, whether educational or 
industrial, which may be disclosed, and with the re- 
sources available to meet them. 


That limit is fixed, provisionally, in accordance 
with the above undertaking, at £7,000 a year. 

When, or it may before, that limit is reached, we 
shall be in a better position to allocate the funds at 
our disposal for such purposes, in accordance with 
the relative urgency and importance of the claims 
made upon them. 


Believe me, my dear Lord, 
Faithfully yours, 

GEORGE WYNDHAM. 


The Most Reverend 

The Lord Bishop of Waterford. 


Appendix 

LV. 


APPENDIX No. LV. 


Statement showing Towns in Ireland and their Population according to the Census of the last 
three decades. 


No. of Towns in 1881, 

113 

„ ,, 1891, 

118 

» „ 1906, 

124 


Name of City or Town. 

Population in 

Observation?. 

1881. 

1891. 

1901. 

PROVINCE OF LEINSTER. 

Co. Cabiow : — 

Carlow, ... ... ... ... 

Bagenaistown, ... ... 

Tullow, ... 

7,185 

2,141 

6,619 

1,920 

6,513 

1,882 

1,837 

Prior to 1898 partly in Queen’s Co. 
Constituted in 1902. 

Co. Dublin : — 

Dublin, ... ... ... 

Rathmines and Ratbgar, ... 
Pembroke, 

Kingstown, ... ... ... 

■Blaokrock, ... ... ... 1 

'Drumcondra, Clonliffe and GUasnevin, 
Kilmainham (New), ... ... 

Clontarf, ... ... 

Dalkey, 

Killiney and Bally brack, ... 
Balbriggan, 

249,602 

24,370 

28,222 

18,586 

8,902 

4,878 

5,391 

4,210 

3,284 

2,607 

2,443 

245,001 

27,796 

24,269 

17,352 

8,401 

7,624 

6,519 

6,104 

3,197 

2,649 

2,273 

290,638 

32,602 

25,799 

17,377 

8,719 

3,398 

2,744 

2,236 

These towns were added to Dublin in 1900. 

• Co. Kildare : — 

Naas, ... ... ... 

Athy, _ ... 

Newbridge, 

3,808 

4,181 

3,372 

3,735 

4,886 

3,207 

3,836 

3,599 

2,903 


■Co. Kilkennt : — 

Kilkenny, ... ... 

Callan, ... 

12,299 

2,840 

11,048 

1,973 

10,609 

1,840 


King’s Co. : — 

Tullamore, ... 

Birr, 

Edenderry, ... ... 

5,098 

4,955 

4,522 

4,313 

4,639 

4,438 

2,002 

Known as Parsons town formerly. 
Constituted in 1902. 

Co. Longford : — 

Longford, ... ... 

• Granard, ... ... ... 

4,380 

3,827 

1,834 

3,747 

1,622 

Constituted in 1885. 


NOTE— In many ci 


* i n } h .£ P°P ala ; tlon of County Boroughs and Urban Districts results from an enlargement of the 

urDan area, ana the transference of the population from a Rural to an Urban District. 
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Name of City 

or'Town. 

Population in 

| Observations. 

1881. 

1891. 

1901. 

PROVINCE OF LEINSTER— eon. 
Co. Louth : — 

Dundalk, ... ••• ... 

Drogheda, ... ... ... 

Ardee, ... 

11,918 

12,297 

2,622 

12,449 

11,878 

2,067 

13,076 

12,760 

1,888 

Formerly in the geographical Counties of Louth 
and Meath, but the population in each decade 
is in Co. Louth exclusively. 

Co. Meath : — 

Navan, ... 

Kells, ... 

Trim 

::: ::: 

8,873 

2,822 

1,686 

3,963 

2,427 

1,581 

8,839 

2,428 

1,518 

» 

Queen's Co. 

Maryborough, 
Mountmellick, .. 

::: ::: 

2,872 

3,126 

2,809 

2,623 

2,957 

2,407 


Co. Westmeath : — 

Athlone, 

Mullingar, 

::: ::: 

6,756 

4,787 

6,742 

5,323 

6,617 

4,500 

Prior to 1898 partly in Co. Roscommon. 

Co. Wexford 

Wexford, 
New Ross, 
Enniscorthy, 

::: ::: 

12,163 

6,670 

5,666 

2,450 

11,545 

5,847 

5,648 

2,213 

11,168 

5,847 

5,458 

2,178 


Co. Wioklow 

Bray, ... 

Arklow, 

Wioklow, 

::: ::: 

6,535 

4,777 

3,391 

6,888 

4,172 

3,273 

7,424 

4,944 

3,288 

Prior to 1898 partly in Co. Dublin. 

Total, 

491,509 

489,462 

525,267 


PROVINCE OF 
Co. Clare : — 

KilruBh, 

Kilkee, 

MUNSTER. 

6,307 

5,460 

4,095 

5,093 

4,179 

1,762 

Constituted in 1885. 
Do. 1897. 

Co. Cork: — 

Cork, ... 

Queenstown, 

Fermoy, 

Youghal, 

Mallow, 

Midleton, 

Skibbereen, 

Bantry, 

Clonakilty, 

Macroom, 

Bandon, 

::: 

80,124 

9,755 

6,454 

5,396 

4,439 

5,886 

3,358 

8,631 

3,676 

3,997 

75,345 

9,082 

6,469 

4,317 

4,366 

4,605 

3,246 

3,269 

8,221 

3,488 

76,122 
7,909 
6,126 
5,393 
4,542 
4,250 
3,861 
3,208 
8,109 
3 098 
8, Old 
2,830 

Constituted in 1896. 
Do. 1897. 

Co. Kbrrt : — 

Tralee, ... 
Killarney, 
Listowel, 

: ::: :: 

9,910 

6,651 

9,818 

5,510 

8,566 

9,867 

5,656 

3,605 

Constituted in 1882. 

Co. Limerick : — 

Limerick, 

Newcastle, 

Rathkeale, 

:: ::: : 

38,562 

2,549 

37,155 

2,078 

88,151 

2,599 

1,749 

Constituted in 1899. 


L 
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Name of City or Town. 

Population in 

Observations. 

1881. 

1891. 

1901. 

PROVINCE OF MUNSTER — con. 





Co. Tipperary (North Riding) : — 
Nenagh, 

Thurles, ... — 

Templemore, ... ... .« 

5,422 

4,850 

2,800 

4,722 

4,511 

2,433 

4,704 

4,411 

2,774 


Co. Tipperary (South Riding) : — 

Clonmel, ... ... ... 

Tipperary, 

Carrick-on-Suir, ... 

Cashel, ... 

Fethard, ... ... 

9,325 

7,274 

6,583 

3,961 

1,926 

8,480 

6,891 

5,608 

8,216 

1,607 

10,167 

6,281 

5,406 

2,988 

1,498 

Prior to 1898 partly in Co. Waterford. 
Do. do. do. 

Co. Waterford : — 

Waterford, ... 

Dungarvan, ... ... 

LiBmore, ... » 

22,467 

6,306 

1,860 

20,862 

6,268 

1,632 

26,769 

4,850 

1,583 


Total, 

262,969 

249,300 

267,006 


PROVINCE OF ULSTER. 





Co. Antrim: — 





Belfast, 

Lisburn, ... ... ... 

Ballymena, 

Carriokfergua, 

Ballymoney, ... 

Ballyolare, 

Portrush, ... ... ... 

Antrim, 

208,122 

10,755 

8,883 

4,716 

4,792 

3,049 

1,647 

255,960 

12,250 

8,665 

4,217 

4,278 

2,975 

1,655 

1,885 

349,180 

11,461 

10,886 

6,670 

4,208 

2,952 

2,601 

1,941 

1,826 

Prior to 1898 partly in Co. Down. 
Do. do. do. 

Constituted in 1904. 

Do. 1892. 

Co. Armagh : — 





Lurgan, 

Portadown, 

Armagh, 

Tanderagee, 

10,135 

7,860 

10,070 

1,598 

1,592 

11,429 

8,430 

7,488 

1,426 

1,444 

11,782 

10,092 

7,688 

1,466 

1,427 


Co. Cavan: — 





Cavan, ... 
Belturbet, 
Cootehill, ... 

3,050 

1,807 

1,789 

2,968 

1,675 

1,593 

2,822 

1,587 

1,609 


Co. Donegal: — 





Letterkenny, 

Ballyshannon, 

2,188 

2,840 

2,320 

2,471 

2,870 

2,859 


Co. Down: — 





Newry, ... 

Newtownards, ... ... ... 

Bangor, ... 

Banbridge, ... 

. Holy wood, 

Downpatrick, 

Dromore, ... 

Donaghadee, 

Warrenpoint, 

Newcastle, 

Gilford, ... ; 

14,808 

8,676 

3,006 

5,609 

3,293 

3,419 

2,491 

“ 

1,824 

12,981 

9,197 

8,884 

4,901 

3,389 

8,132 

2,359 

1,970 

1,276 

12,405 

9,110 

5,903 

5,006 

3,840 

2,993 

2,307 

2,166 

1,817 

1,713 

1,199 

Prior to 1898 partly in Co. Armagh 

Constituted in 1904. 

Do. 1882. 

Do. 1900. 
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Name of City or Town. 

Population in 

Observations. 

1881. 

1891. 

1901. 



PROVINCE OF ULSTER— con. 





Co. Fermanagh : — 





Enniskillen, 

5,712 

5,570 

5,412 


Co. LONDONDERRY : — 






29,162 

83,200 

89,892 



5,899 




Limavady, 

2,954 

2,796 



Co. Monaghan : — 






8,369 

2,938 

2,982 



2,216 





2,002 

1,779 



Castleblayney, 

1,810 




Ballybay, ... 





Co. Tyrone : — 






4,196 

5,013 

5,033 



4,126 





4,084 

3,870 








Aughnaeloy, 

1,338 




Total, 

399,896 

461,652 

566,819 


PROVINCE OF CONNAUGHT. 





Co. Galway : — 





Galway, ... ... ... 

16,471 

4,772 

13,800 

4,642 

13,426 

4,904 

Prior to 1898 partly in Co. Roscommon. 


3,567 

3,012 



Loughrea, ... 

3,159 




Co. Mayo s— 






5,760 

4,846 

4,505 



4,469 




Castlebar, ... ... 

3,866 


3,b86 


Co. Roscommon : — 






2,994 

2,464 

2,477 


Roscommon, 

2,117 




Co. Sligo 





Sligo, 

10,808 

10,274 

10,870 


Total, 

56,972 

51,475 ’ 

51;Q03 . 




SUMMARY. 



Leinster, ... 

491,509 

489,462 

525,267 


Munster, ... 

269,959 

249,300 

267,006 


Ulster, 

399,896 

451,652 

565,819 


Connaught, 

55,972 

51,475 

61,003 


Total, 

1,211,336 

1,241,889 

1,409,095 
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APPENDIX No. LVI. 


Lexter received from fclie Right Rev. Monsignor Hallinan, P.P., V,G., D.I>., 

One of the witnesses appointed to give evidence by the Limerick County Committee of Agriculture and 
Technical In6truction. 


St. Ita’s, Newcastle 'West, 
1st July, 1906. 

Dear Sir, 

I received your telegram yesterday intimating 
that my evidence before your Committee would be 
taken on to.morrow. I also got notice from the 
Secretary of the County Limerick Committee for 
Agriculture and Technical Instruction on the 29th 
ult. that I had been selected, among others, to give 
evidence before your Committee on the part of our 
local Committee. In reply, I beg to say that I regret 
very much it will not be possible for me to be pre- 
sent, as I have had prior official engagements for the 
four next days which could not be altered without 
serious inconvenience to the parties concerned. Had 
I been present at the meeting at which my name was 
suggested, I would have explained this and got some- 
body else appointed. 

As I cannot be present to give oral evidence, and 
answer questions, may I be permitted to submit in 
writing a statement of my views on those points of 
the inquiry of which I have some knowledge. 

As regards the general working of the Department 
through the country, my views, based on my ex- 
perience of this county, are contained in the appended 
newspaper cutting, in the shape of a letter which I 
wrote to our Secretary, Mr. Hartigan, towards the 
end of May, and which I find has been published in 
the report of that meeting. 

My views are st’ ll the same. As to the relations of 
the Department to the Council of Agriculture, to the 
Agricultural Board, and to the Board- of Technical 
Instruction, I have not enough of knowledge to be 
able to venture an. opinion, as I am not a member of 
either of these Boards — nor have I made a study of 
the matter. 

As to the relations with “local statutory bodies,” I 
make the following observations from my experience 
•of the working of the Limerick County Committee for 
Technical Instruction, of which I happen to be a 
member. . , , 

In the first place, I think a fatal mistake was made 
from the start in restricting the work - of this Board 
to mere technical instruction without any reference 
to the starting of local industries. In other countries, 
where there are existing organised commercial and 
industrial pursuit, to which theoretic instruction can 
be immediately reduced to practice, such a course is 
perfectly intelligible. But in a country like Ireland 
which is practically destitute of such industries, mere 
elementary technical instruction such as that given 
toy itinerant instructors ; or even a more perfect tech- 
nical instruction, unless it leads to the starting and 
fostering some local industries ends in nothing so 
*!£=^ t “Y 0U ? ltry - 1S co . ncerned > tut may be of home 
advantage to America, Australia, or Great Britain, 
to which the receivers of such instruction have to flv 
m order to earn a livelihood. As long as this mode 
rf potodra conUmss nothing can IS expected ex- 
eept a ^petition under tie Department of the 
""orating . almost to a national scandal, 
repealed a few evenings , g0 by Mr. Bryce in the 
House of Commons, from which it appear, that dorSS 
ft* lb w r<> ? r8 „ 118 "‘"dents trained in Sf 
fuSTA? 4 "* 4 T ™" in « C ° n ig‘ ■» » cost of 
£li,800 to this poor country, had to emigrate in order 

» order to <rn.HeT , w Td'’ 

tional students, most of whom wilf have to 
employment in other lands. Men 


the revival of industries 
country. ~" 


up and down through the 


It .was. a rather ^ de aUemAg to 


myself, 


when I heard it stated more than once by the Depart- 
ment’s officials, that the starting or fostering of in- 
dustries was no part of the business of the Depart- 
ment. This was the business of local people, and a 1 
matter for local enterprise. Theoretically that may ! 
be true ; but surely in a country like this, something i 
may be expected from the Department. The result ’ 
has been, that so far as industrial revival is concerned 
any that exists is attributable, in my opinion, more 
to the action of the Gaelic League than to that of the 
Department. 

But ©ven in the carrying out of their programme, 
such as it was, of technical instruction, I observed 
what seemed to me, an unreasonable tenacity in ad- 
hering to rigid cast-iron rules laid down by them- I 
selves in the beginning, before they had time or 
experience to know how they would work out in the 
the country. Such rules may have been found to 
work satisfactorily in England and Scotland, where i 
circumstances are quite different ; but it did not at 
all follow that they would be suitable for this country 
and hence the Department should have lent a more 
attentive and sympathetic hearing to suggestions made 
by local Committees. And here, to my mind, lay the 
great blunder of maiming the Department with so 
many foreigners ; who, though doubtless excellent 
men in themselves, could not be expected to be in 
touch with the needs and ways of this country and 
its inhabitants. 

As an illustration of what I mean, I will mention 
a concrete case. In the first year of the existence of 
the Department, we went to the trouble and expense 
of building a little technical dairy school here for 
teaching butter-making to the farmers’ daughters of 
this and some of the surrounding parishes. The 
building of it cost a considerable sum of money. 
When it was built, and application made for assis- 
tance to carry on the dairy school, it was intimated 
to us that such a school did not come within the scope 
of the Technical Instruction Board ; why, I have 
never been able to discover. At all events, we had 
*° round for something else to turn our little 
building to. It is now used, together with some ad- 
joining rooms, taken from the Convent for technical 
classes for girls in lace-making, crochet-work, shirt- 
making, &c. The amount of money hitherto received 
for this school during nearly two years (£46) as a 
Capitation Grant is so miserably small that the 
school would have to be closed had we not another 
little fund to fall back on. As an illustration of the 
unbending, unsympathetic attitude of the Board to- 
wards such schools, I may mention, that a recom- 
mendation was made to it by the County Committee 
to have the Capitation Grant given every half-year 
instead of yearly. 

. reason for this request was that it was hard on 
infant struggling institutions like this to have to 
wait for a whole year before they could get any 
money; and secondly, because it happens not nn- 
frequently that girls leave before they have given the 
requisite number of days, and it is hardly fair that 
the managers of these little struggling schools should 
be deprived of remuneration of any kind for their 
time and trouble. The answer to this was, that it 
would involve changes and further expenses in the 
working machinery of the Department. Of course I 
know nothing about this — but what I do know and 
reel keenly is — that whereas hundreds and 1 thousands 
ox pounds are spent lavishly in paying officials, when 
there is question of helping on an infant, struggling 
industry, we get nothing but the stern application of 
a rigid rule. 

A further suggestion was made to the Department 
by a resolution of the County Committee, to the fol- 
lowing effect, that this .Capitation Grant be given for 
two years instead of one. The reason for this request 
was that in one year girls cannot get much more than 
an elementary knowledge of the branch which they 
are learning. If they were paid for, for a second i 
year, their knowledge would be of such a kind *• -may 
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.make them self-supporting. Then, when there is no 
£rant given for a second year, the managers of such 
t-chools get no encouragement to keep on these girls 
for a second year ; they will naturally get in a new 
batch for whom they’ll get the Capitation Grant, and 
thus the chanc€6 of building up a permanent industry 
.are not very encouraging. In our school here, be- 
tween thirty and forty girls from this and the sur- 
rounding parishes are at present receiving instruction ; 
payment will be made only for twenty-five of these. 
What we have hitherto got from the Department 
barely affords a moderate salary to a qualified 
■teacher — the little building got up altogether out of 
our own funds — and the superintendents of the whole 
concern by the Sister in charge of the Convent are 
nil given gratis. Now, I submit, that this is not as 
it ought to be, and that working under difficulties 
like these will never revive industries in Ireland, at 
least by the help of the Department. My idea is 
this — that wherever technical instruction is given, it 
ought to be with a view to a permanency in certain 
centres at least in every county, so that some local 
industries may be started with a view to give em- 
loyment to those instructed to earn a livelihood at 
ome. In order to carry this idea out, grants ought to 
be made for the building of technical schools in these 
.centres in each county, so that young people from 
the surrounding localities may have easy access to 
them. Itinerant instruction in cookery and laundry, 
such as it is given, is of some value, though some 
•changes may be desirable in the methods of giving it, 
other kinds of itinerant instruction too have an 
educative effect if attended to ; but from my ex- 
perience they are not popular, principally, I think, 
because people feel that they end in nothing per- 
manent, and hence I regard most of them as a waste 
of public money in this country. If I make special 
mention of the case of our little school here, it is 
because I know all about it, and naturally enough am 
very much interested in it. There is another simi- 
larly circumstanced in Abbeyfeale. Anything that 
T would wish to see done for places like these, I 
would, of course, like to see done for centres through 
the county and the country at large. 

I have written this statement of my views under 
.difficulties ; fighting against time ; not certain too 
whether the gentlemen forming the Committee of 
.Enquiry will take such a statement as evidence at all. 
'If they do, I would ask them to forgive both the 
writing and the want of order in putting my views 
forward. 

I am, dear Sir, 

Yours faithfully, 

D. HALLINAN, D.D., V.G. 

The Secretary, 

Department of Agriculture and Technical 
Instruction Inquiry Committee. 

COUNTY TECHNICAL EDUCATION COM- 
MITTEE. 

The Department. 

Logical Criticism bv Monsignor Hallinan. 

At a special meeting of the County Agricultural 
and Technical Education Committee, held at the 
•Courthouse, Rev. Father Nolan, C.C., Cappamore, 


presided. The other members present were: — Lady 
Emly, Hon. Miss Spring-Rice, Lord Emly, and Mr. 

P. Hayes. 

Mr. T. A. Hartigan, Secretary, read the minutes 
and explained that the meeting was special — to con- 
sider the reply to be sent in writing by invitation to 
the Royal Commission of Enquiry into the working 
of the Agricultural and Technical Education Act in 
Ireland. He had received a letter from the Chair- 
man regretting he could not attend, and also the 
following letter from the Rev. Monsignor Hallinan, 
D.D., V.G.:— 

St. Ita’s, Newcastle West, 

27th May, 1006. 

Dear Mr. Hartigan, — I was unable to attend meet- 
ing of the Technical Education Committee last 
Wednesday, it being the eve of a holiday. Neither 
will I be able to attend the special meeting next 
Wednesday, as I will be on my retreat. As regards 
the working of the Department of Agriculture and 
Technical Instruction since its inception, as far as I 
can judge, it has, I believe, failed to realise the hopes 
that we entertained of its usefulness to the country. 
As far as my experience goes, I see little evidence of 
much practical good to the country from its opera- 
tions. I see no improvement in our system of agri- 
culture here in Limerick, the technical education given 
is of an itinerant kind, and does some little good, 
but nothing commensurate with the amount of money 
expended on it. No effort of any kind has been made 
to start or encourage local industries, in fact the 
officials of the Department declare that this is not 
their business. Hence it has effected nothing towards 
stopping emigration. The only two girls’ technical 
schools in the county are here and at Abbeyfeale, 
and between both we have not as yet got more than 
£70 or £80, whilst hundreds are being spent in paying 
officials. Officialism and red-tapeism have from the 
first blighted its prospects. No effort has been made 
to study the ideals or needs of this country, but, as 
in most other departments, they have taken their 
ideals and systems from other countries quite different 
from this, and imagined that what suits them ought 
to suit us. Then, a huge blunder was made from 
the start by the wholesale importation of Scotchmen 
and Englishmen to man the Department, who, how- 
ever competent and worthy, could not be expected to 
know the requirements of this country. That it was 
necessary to import some cannot he denied, but what 
should have only been, done sparingly and provisionally 
became a settled policy. This made the Department 
unpopular from the start, and people who were other- 
wise disposed to give it a fair chance and co-operate 
with it, got disgusted. It came to he regarded very 
soon as another buttress of Dublin Castle, a new 
detachment of a foreign garrison. In fact, as far as 
I can form an opinion, a sweeping change is required 
in its spirit, its constitution, and methods. My ex- 
perience is limited to this county, and hence my 
opinion may be of little value. 

Yours faithfully, 

D. Hallinan. 

The Chairman said there were some more questions 
to answer, and the subject was rather a delicate and 
difficult one. He agreed with Dr. Hallinan. 

(Clare Advocate, 2nd June). 


Appendix 
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APPENDIX No LVTI. 


Memorandum received from Mr, J. Redmond, 

I wish to give you my observation of, and personal 
•experience in, the educational work carried on by the 
Department of Agriculture in County Armagh. As 
.1 suppose you are aware, the agricultural instructor 
for this county holds meetings during the winter in 
•the different districts. At those meetings he points 
out to the farmers the importance of making a special 
•study of thb soil they own and its requirements, so 
that they may be better able to ascertain what plant 
food their soil may chance to be rich or poor in, 
and bow they can most successfully make up for its 
-deficiency in the most economical way. 


of Grange House, Loughgall, County Armagh. 

As a rule, the lecture treats largely on the use of 
artificial and farmyard manure — the most profitable 
method of raising and feeding stock, and a varied 
lot of subjects that I . need not mention. I have 
observed that a good many farmers take it for (panted 
that the plan of management recommended by the 
Department is the best according to the opinions of 
the few men whp are working the Department. And 
as these farmers consider that an ounce of practice 
is worth a ton of theory, they axe very careful of 
adopting any new method of management no matter 
by whom it is recommended. However, there are 
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Arram>ix 

Lvn. 


always a few farmers in a district who, when they 
hear of, or observe a different plan of management in 
any branch of their business, they place it side by 
side with the one they, and perhaps their fathers 
before them, have been habitually carrying on, and 
should it appear to be an improvement on the old 
method, they give it a trial on a small scale, and if 
it proves successful, they not only adopt it them- 
selves, but tell their neighbours to do likewise. 


A case in point occurs to me just now — a farmer 
I know attended a meeting held by an agricultural 
instructor in the district of Loughgall ; that farmer 
was neither in sympathy with the lecturer nor the 
Department, considering it an unnecessary expense 
on the country. In the course of the address the 
instructor pointed out how largely wet, heavy slag 
lands responded to a dressing of slag, and especially 
if it was used for meadow or grazing purposes. 


He went on to show that land deficient in 
phosphorous would pay well for an application of 
three or four cwt. of supherphosphate. This farmer 
was evidently so convinced by the instructor’s descrip- 
tion of soils requiring slag and super that he felt so 
sure that he owned land that must be much in need 
of slag, and more requiring phosphorous, that he 
purchased a few cwts. of slag, and also some super- 
phosphate. To a part of the heavy clay land that he 
used for meadow he applied the slag, and to a small 
part of his grazing land that he was satisfied was 
deficient in phosphorous he applied the super. He 
told me that the slag increased the yield of hay 
three-fold, and greatly improved the quality, and he 
was so pleased with the results from the super to the 
grazing that the following year he dressed nearly all 
his grazing that consisted of the same kind of soil, 
with super, and also dressed all the meadow, in which 
he had experimented with the slag the previous year, 
with slag. Since that time he advises the use of slag 
and super to all land of similar qualities, and is now 
a little more in sympathy with the Department. On 
the other hand, I know a man who is rather orthodox 
in his opinions, and whose mind is so full of his own 
method that even though it were possible to convince 
him of a better plan, he would say, “ No,” giving as 
his reason that what was good enough for liis fathers 
would do him. He went to an agricultural lecture 
held in his district, and, as you may imagine, came 
away disgusted, remarking to his neighbours on his 
way, that “ that chap ” was having a fine time at 
their expense, and that the sooner the Department 
was done away with the better for the ratepayers. 

However, the majority of the farmers appear to be 
takmg a greater interest in the more up-to-date 
methods of farming, and as they are almost all agreed 


that no rapid fortune can be made from farming but 
that a decent living can be obtained by the best 
management only, they gladly welcome and adopt the 
new and improved methods when they prove sue. 
cessful. 

I wish to refer for a few minutes to an agricultural 
class held in the Portadown Technical Institute 
during the past winter. It began, about the middle 
of November, and continued till the second week in 
March. The members of the class met on the Monday 
and Tuesday of each week ; the class commenced at 
10 a.m. and continued till 4 p.m. There were eighteen, 
young farmers who attended the class. I chanced to 
be one of them, and I wish to say that during the 
course of lectures we made, a special study of the 
different soils and their requirements, and the various 
kinds and quantities of produce they are capable of 
producing under the most up-to-date methods of cul- 
tivation, the most economical plan for purchasing 
artificial manures, and the most profitable way of 
using them, the most important use of farmyard 
manure and its preservation, the use and disuse of 
lime, the most up-to-date method of producing, cul- 
tivating, and harvesting all kinds of farm produce. 

We also studied the different grasses and how to 
distinguish the difference between the good and the 
bad one, how to detect adulteration when purchasing 
seeds, and the best grasses to sow when laying down 
land for pasture or meadow ; the good of rotation 
cropping, and the most profitable method of raising 
and feeding stock ; the use of concentrated foods and 
how to blend them, and the best way to purchase 
them. 

We did a little at manure calculation and men- 
suration. I think I may say on behalf of the farmers 
that attended the class that as a result of the studies 
we made there we are more capable of understanding 
the scientific part of farming, which I am sure wifi 
be of benefit to each of us. 

I know several young farmers who attended the 
class that are this year carrying on various experi. 
ments, and I feel certain that the knowledge they 
gained by attending the classes will prove useful to 
them. I might say that for the past few years I have 
been carrying out various experiments in the horticul- 
tural as well as the agricultural line, and I find as 
a result of the studies I made during the winter 
classes I am better able to determine what I should 
do, and also what might be better undone. 

Hoping these remarks may prove useful to you in 
your enquiry. 


17tli July, 1906. 


J. Eedmoxd, 

Loughgall. 
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Memorandum received from Mr. Patrick Whelan, 


One of the witnesses appointed to giv. 

at 1 ai ? Cliairi ? a11 of the Eu ral District Council ( 
Monaghan, and have occupied that position since tl 
Local Government Act became law I am also 
p o e “ b ® r £ f ^ County Council of Monaghan and tl 
£■ ™pSJ : ° m ? Ut v ee ° f , A S l ; lCulture an d Technical Ii 
stniction. I have closely associated myself wit 
and co-operative movements in my natii 
county for the past ten years. ^ 

I am perfectly satisfied that the adoption of tecl 
of ^benefit a f lc “ ltural instruction has been a sourc 
of benefit to the people of Monaghan, and con 
rfe ■» » man, oi increase! beieltin “a 

the Department »ent a little farther in ac“ptK<r S 
il+f ej suggestions of the County Committee 6 th 
■ paolL thoroughly representative S' th 

people for whose welfare the Acts were intended t 

2£*ss ffSji 

*° "”‘ St tte PMrer di »triets re m e prt 
curing lime— a manure most essential for tillacre an 
grazing m those districts, but the Department hav 
5T 1S lS ntl ^J ef f ed « the re< 3 uest of the SiS 
tie Committee expert 

on this matter, but no money. I should state 
ever, that th. Department dye pff' 


evidence by the Monaghan County Council. 

communication with the Great Northern Railway 
Company with a view to have the present rates on 
conveyance of lime reduced, as well as to have sheds 
erected at the stations for preserving the lime from 
ram during unloading. I attach very great im- 
portance to the result of the negotiations between the 
Railway Company and the Department on this matter 
as showing how far the Department’s efforts have 
s ^ 9 cee ded. The Railway Company have granted a 
reduction of a few pence on six-ton consignments on 
condition that a certain amount be taken over the 
railway in the year, and pending the result of the 
years working they refuse to erect sheds. I am not 
sure whether the Department have accepted this 
miserable concession on the part of the company, but 
if not I should advise the Department to make careful 

^%r ries as value both they and the farmers 

of Monaghan have received from this company for 
their trouble. 

The matter appears plain to me as being one, if 
carried into effect, will vastly benefit the railway com- 
pany, because for a mere reduction of a few paltry 
pence on a given line in six-ton lots the Company 
insist upon scores of tons being carried where under 
the previous rate very little in excess they had only 
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•twelve or fourteen tons annually. I have laboured 
this point for the Department’s information, but I 
should prefer to see the Department assisting the 
County Committee in a scheme for the opening up 
and developing of lime kilns in the districts where lime 
•exists and convenient to where it is required, and 
where private enterprise is unable to supply this much- 
needed agricultural requirement. I might state that 
in order to meet the expenditure in this respect a 
sum could be set aside from that at present used for 
agricultural instruction. I believe lectures could be 
dispensed with for a year or two, or even more. Our 
people have had sufficient opportunities from the past 
five years’ course of agricultural instruction in our 
county for learning how to mix manures, the proper 
class of manures for the various crops and soils, and 
how they may be properly obtained, etc. Therefore, 
I think it would be advisable to vary the next scheme 
in accordance with the people’s demand for lime. . I 
•should also like to see each urban and rural district 
having the opportunity of receiving such benefits from 
•the expenditure on technical and agricultural schemes 
as each required in accordance with its proportionate 
contribution. While holding the view that lectures 
throughout the rural districts might be abandoned for 
the present and something more needful supplied in- 
stead, still I am conscious of the absolute necessity 
for a few good experimental plots, especially at the 
Agricultural College in Monaghan, where the grounds 
are admirably suited and properly situated on a 
^sloping eminence overlooking the town and one of the 
leading main roads, where a very large number of 
farmers and others could easily see the experiments 
and profit from what they saw. I believe the Depart- 
ment of Agriculture should carefully enquire into the 
present methods of conveying farm products on our 
railways, the rates charged on two classes of railways, 
viz., railways where no competition exists with any 
other carrying company and railways where such com- 
petition does exist. I believe, however, the present 
•powers of the Department, except for exposing cases 
of exorbitant rates or unfair methods of transit, are 
■entirely incapable of improving to any beneficial ex- 
"tent the present railway system. I believe the only 
remedy for the present railway grievance rests in the 
purchase of the Irish railways by the Irish nation, 
making provisions whereby the nation could elect re- 
presentatives for their management and control. 

I believe some effort should be made to develop canal 
traffic. In County Monaghan the improvement of the 
Ulster Canal, and its being made a better means for 
conveying farm products and goods, would have good 
results for our farmers. In regard to technical in- 
struction, I am keenly interested in the little indus- 
tries which our present county scheme has done some- 
"thing to assist. The appointment of lace instruc- 
tresses in some parts of County Monaghan has been a 
•decided benefit. At the present time, when this in- 
dustry requires all that skilled labour and design can 
manage to retain its reputation and remunerative 
character, I am perfectly satisfied that instructresses 
such as we have at present are absolutely necessary. 
The financial results with the classes in my district, 
and with which I am closely associated, have been 
-very gratifying indeed. I am convinced that this 
industry, if earnestly desired to be safeguarded by our 
people as a national industry, must have, as far as 
possible, in every district where it is carried on, 
skilled workers capable of adapting themselves to neat 
work and varied designs. fOiis, in my opinion, is 
essential for some time to come ; and consequently the 
continuation of expert instruction is absolutely essen- 
tial. I have one suggestion to make in reference to 
•the time fixed by the Department or Technical Com- 
mittee for calling those instructresses to their annual 
•course of training. I think the time fixed should be 
in the winter or early spring. At the present time our 
instructresses are receiving their annual course of 
training at Cork, and at this moment we have large 
orders for work which the girls cannot properly ac- 
complish without the aid of their teacher. I suggest 
lhat in future those instructresses be brought to their 
•course of training at a time in the year when the 
•demand is at its lowest. 


I believe other industries should be established and 
developed, such as knitting, shirtmaking, carpet- 
making, etc. Anything that would give even a small 
remunerative employment to workers and keep our 
young people at home in their own land. 

• I believe those at the head of agricultural and tech- 
nical . instruction in Ireland should each and all be 
men elected by the Irish people. 

The question is frequently asked, who are the De- 
partment? We read and learn of those elected on 
the Councils of Agriculture and Technical In- 
struction by the Department, yet the men who 
compose the Department itself are not known 
to the Irish people. The methods of admini- 
stration set agoing in the early stages of the work 
made the people look with apprehension as to any 
good results following the schemes. I can give one 
instance that caused much amazement amongst those 
interested in the work in Monaghan. I was present 
at a meeting of the County Committee in Monaghan, 
where a representative of the Department was in at- 
tendance. The then agricultural instructor for the 
county, John Percival, submitted his expenses for the 
period between that and the previous meeting. Those 
expenses contained a sum of three shillings paid by 
him to two men for taking flax — raised out of an ex- 
perimental plot — out of the water. The Department’s 
representative asked Mr. Percival upon what authority 
he removed the flax from the water. Mr. Percival 
replied that he could not allow it to rot in the water. 
The representative persisted that he should not have 
removed it without authority, and, although an ex- 
perimental crop the three shillings was disallowed, 
and soon after the most popular agricultural instruc- 
tor and most practical that Monaghan has ever seen 
separated his connection with the Department, and is 
at present, I believe, in a most important and trust- 
worthy position in South Africa. I have no doubts 
as to the accuracy of this instance. I was present on 
the occasion. 

I trust that the Department will in future accede 
to the desires of local committees, and try to give those 
most affected the things they require. 

I find one reason invariably urged by the Depart- 
ment for refusing many requests made by committees, 
and this, that the Department cannot agree to sub- 
sidise certain industries or schemes that would inter- 
fere with private enterprise. Men receive subsidies 
annually under the Department’s scheme for poultry- 
rearing and housing for bulls, stallions, etc., and 
every one of those things interfere with private enter- 
prise if we view it in so narrow a light. Before we 
had the present schemes we had people rearing and 
selling pure breeds of poultry, purchasing thorough- 
bred bulls and stallions, at great expense to them- 
selves, and allowing their use to farmers at a price as 
low as possible, yet the schemes just did what these 
men were doing at a reduced rate, therefore interfer- 
ing with their enterprise. 

I think this argument not sufficient, neither is 
another one I ha-ve heard from some of the Depart- 
ment’s representatives, viz., that to grant a subsidy 
to one district for a certain thing not given in other 
districts could not be approved of. 

If a district requires any great essential of tillage 
or industry it should have that thing if possible. 
Uniformity in schemes is a mistake. Every county 
and district should be allowed an opportunity of de- 
veloping the scheme it desires and considers most 
suitable. The result would soon mean not alone in- 
creased popularity, but also a national opportunity 
of learning which district had benefited most from the 
scheme of its own making, and set the best example 
of general and appreciable improvement. 

I might add that I believe it would be of benefit to 
the country if some efforts were made to locate and 
develop her mineral resources, yet this cannot be 
properly accomplished until such times as we have 
different laws, and no dual ownership of land. 

Patrick Whelan. 

19th July, 1906. 
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APPENDIX No. LIX. 


Memorandum of Evidence submitted by Mr. James Daly, Esmore Hall, Carrickmacross. 

One of the witnesses appointed to give evidence by the Monaghan Count? Cou nc d-* Mr. Daly is also a 
member of the County Agracultural and Technical Instruction Committee. 

The Department of Agriculture, in my opinion, has 
done good, but it would do more good' by paying more 
attention to the views of local committees and not 
malting the one hind of scheme do all Ireland. What 
would suit a grass county like Limerick would not suit 
a oold, damp” county like Monaghan. Therefore, local 
committees who live on the spot ^Wiid have more 
knowledge of the requirements of those that they re- 
present than strangers sent from the Department^ 

Agriculture to attend meetings having m their bags 
Semes cut and dry which the County Committees 
have to adopt with very little variation. 

The Vice-President of the Department of Agriculture 
should have a seat in the Hous f, of , ^ 

occupying that position ho would be raor ® 
have influence with, the Treasury, and money ? 

much needed to make the Department do real necess^y 
work in the country. Often when suggestions of a use- 
ful kind are made at the meetings of the County Com- 
mittee and new ground opened up, the ^miinttee m 
met by the obstacle of no more money to be spared by 
the Department, and what would turn out beneficial 
and useful is allowed to lapse for want of funds. And 
I might say upon this point that I believe that real 
good will never be done for this country or industries 
developed until the people axe entrusted with the 
management of their own affairs by giving self-govem- 

m Some yeaxs ago it was suggested to the Department 
of Agriculture the subsidizing of half-bred stallions, 
but this matter would not be listened to at the time 
hy the powers that rule in Merrion-street. Latterly 
the Department has been converted to giving premiums 
to half-bred stallions with very good results. This 
conversion shows how the Department was wrong at the 
start, and would not listen to local opinion and sub- 
sidize half-bred stallions then as is the case now. 

What applies to half-bred stallions applies to half- 
bred bulls, and the Department of Agriculture would 
confer large benefits upon all concerned by giving, say, 
premiums of £5 each to half-bred bulls and (from my 
experience in this line as the owner of a shorthorn 
premium bull) the giving of such premiums would make 
farmers rear their good bull calves with the expecta- 
tion of a premium, and have the further effect of stamp- 
ing out weedyi animals, and I have to state that in 
many instances better calves arc got by half-bred bulls 
than by pure-bred shorthorn bulls that cost ten times 
as much as the half-bred bulls cost. Another bene- 
ficial effect that premiums to half-bred bulls would 
have is to reduce the price of pure-bred bulls, which 
are nob worth the money at all paid for them, and in 
my opinion bulls get premiums of £15 each that are 
not deserving of them, and the calves from these bulls 
are so puny and delicate when compared to strong- 
boned big calves from good half-bred bulls, as to make 
the farmers think that the whole thing is a fraud and 
a humbug. These are the remarks frequently heard 
by those interested in the cattle business. I should' 
add that I have seen splendid calves from pure-bred 
shorthorn bulls, but I have also seen some very poor 
calves from bulls costing almost forty guineas each. I 
said at the beginning that the Department of Agricul- 
ture should give greater attention to schemes put for- 
ward by County Committees. To give a case — the 
County Committee of Monaghan, drew up a scheme to 
supply lime ta districts where there was none to be 
had. This scheme oould not be put in operation with- 
out the sanction of the Department of Agriculture, 
who, of course, refused to permit such a scheme be- 
cause that it would be competing with private enter- 
prise or lime-kiln owners. The result was that the 
Department and County Committee were at logger- 
heads for a long time over the question, and the De- 
partment of Agriculture at the same time giving 
£19,000 per annum to the Irish Agricultural Organisa- 
tion Society that was opposing private enterprise all 
over Ireland. The Department of Agriculture is giv- 
ing, I believe, £19,000 per annum to the I.A.O.S. to 
start business in opposition to private individuals and 
to injure private enterprise, and when the County 
Committee of Monaghan desired to either get lime- 
• Mr. Daly was unable to attend before the Committee i 


kilns erected where none existed, or lime supplied to 
districts where there was none to be had, and asked the 
Department of Agriculture for some monetary assist- 
ance in the useful work the County Committee were 
met by a blunt refusal, as the making of such a grant 
would be injuring private lime-kiln owners — while the 
same Department at the very same time was shovelling 
out £19,000 per annum to the I.A.O.S. trying to ruin 
private individuals engaged in trade all over the country. 
It is hard to have confidence in a Government Depart- 
ment that would be guilty of such double-dealing, as I 
have described, and it is to be hoped that such a man- 
ner of expending public money by .an irresponsible body 
such as the Irish Agricultural Organisation Society, 
will be discontinued, and that the spending of this 
£19,000 will be handed over to the County Councils 
in Ireland, who will expend it with wisdom and not to 
satisfy the fad of anyone connected with the Depart- 
ment of Agriculture. 

Another question that has caused a good deal 
of dashing of opinion and controversy is the rule, 
and, in my opinion, an insulting rule of the De- 
partment of Agriculture, that no young man or woman 
can be sanctioned to lecture in their native county. In 
other words the well-educated, respectable youths and 
maids, and they must be well educated to pass through 
the programme of the Department, cannot be trusted 
to lecture in their native counties. Such, a rule is de- 
meaning and insulting to the young people of the 
country, and an. insinuation that they would show 
favour to their friends, which they could not do if they 
were inclined, as there is a local committee who 'takes 
charge of the business and carries everything through 
except the delivering of the lecture. The Local Go- 
vernment Board, who is not thought to be overly 
favourable to the Irish people, permits County Sur- 
veyors and Assistant County Surveyors to inspect 
roads and carry on their duties in the district in which 
they were born. Doctors, nurses, and other officials in 
the Poor Law service are found to be doing duty In the 
most satisfactory way in the Union in which they were 
reared, and if they, some people, wanted a position 
fromi the Department of Agriculture they would have 
to seek employment in another county. I said at the 
beginning that such a rule as I have mentioned is an 
insult to the Irish people as a whole and should be dis- 
continued, and if a new Vice-President came in with 
the present Government such a rule would not, I am 
certain, be tolerated for a single day. The Depart- 
ment, in ia great many instances, .have been most .auto- 
cratic with the County Committee of Monaghan, and I 
am sure that no committee in Ireland has worked 
harder to make the several schemes a success. So 
little good do same of the Councils in this county think 
the schemes of the Department that Clones Urban 
Council has refused to strike the penny in the £ for 
carrying on the schemes. The Carrickmacross Rural 
Council decided ta not strike or levy the penny in the 
£ at the first meeting, and; I would have voted in this 
way also as a member of the Council only that a change 
of Government occurred at that time, only that I 
thought that the new Government might be able to 
make things more papular for the people. The agri- 
cultural lectures seem to have lost favour as the 
lectures are a mere repetition ; besides, it is 
usually men who speak from theory and not from 
practice in agriculture who are sent to instruct termers 
who could teach the lecturer. I would be taking up 
too much of your time or I could tell you some of the 
nonsense preached by the Department lecturers. It is 
practical farmers that should be lecturers and not 
theorists, and by this means the lectures would be well 
attended, which they axe not at present. The Depart- 
ment only give premiums to pure-bred boars, and this 
county tried large York boara got from Glasnenn 
Model Farm, with disastrous results. Good boars of 
a good class, not pure-bred, should be encouraged by 
small premiums, and they would do good. Department 
boars were a failure. 

James Daly. 

18f/i July, 1906. 

n the date arranged for the reception of his evi dence. 
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APPENDIX No. LX. Appendix 

LX. 

Memorandum of Evidence submitted by Mr. Thomas J. Shaw, La Mancha, Belvedere, Mullingar. 

One of the Witnesses appointed to give evidence by the Westmeath County Committee of Agriculture and 
Technical Instruction.* 

1. I have been a Member of the County Westmeath starting and development of those industries. If it is 

Committee of Agriculture and Technical Instruction thought well to provide capital for the purchase of such 
since its inception ; am Chairman of the Town Com- animals with a view of improving these breeds, it seems 
missioners of Mullingar ; and was for some years a to me there is far moire reason why capital should he 
Member of the Standing Council of the Irish Technical provided in a small way for a small industry, which 
Instruction Association. would be the direct means of giving employment in a 

2. I consider that the experience of the past six years district, and by doing so would be a great means of 

lias shown that changes, mainly of a statutory character, helping to stop that emigration which for the past 
are necessary in the constitution of the Department, half century has inflicted such a terrible drain on our 

its functions, and finances. country, which , I think, finds its chief supply from 

3. As regards its constitution, I consider that it the children of small farmers and of tire rural labouring 

would be desirable, looking to the future, to alter the classes, who, unable to find suitable remunerative 

present system, by which the administrative work of employment, are perforce driven to seek it in another 

the Department is controlled by a Vice-President, aided land. 

by permanent officials. The present Vice-President It seems to me it would 'be very useful if such a 
and the officials have done wonderful work in evolving bureau were to compile and publish a Directory giving 
a large and definite scheme of administration, which the names of such industries, with, a summary of the 
has worked very fairly in very many respects. If, chief articles produced by them. At present, in very 
however Sir Horace Plunkett were to resign, it would, many cases, those 'in existence, owing to want of 
I think’, be somewhat difficult to find any person capital, cannot advertise their wares ; they are unable 
capable of fully filling the position as well. Looking to employ travellers, and they are largely dependent 
to the future, and having regard to the manifold on the local needs of their own districts, on what may 
activities of the Department and its great power for be termed chance orders, and orders produced as a 
good, it seems to me it would he desirable to associate result of exhibiting their wares now and then for their 
with the Vice-President some paid members, say four, upkeep. If it were possible for such a bureau to estab- 
in the regular administrative work of the Department, lish commercial museums, where samples of those waxes 
Two of these, I should say, should be nominated by coiuld be exhibited, each exhibitor paying a yearly sum 
the Government of the day, for a definite period, and for the privilege of such exhibition, it would, I think, 
two by the. Council of Agriculture. One of each to be productive of much good results to them. I think, 
represent agriculture and the other technical educar too, the yearly sum received for such exhibits would 
tion, as akin to industry. Nomination in the case erf go far towards the maintenance of such museums, 
the ’ elected members to! be confined to pea-sons Traders and merchants would thus have an opportunity 
thoroughly qualified, under definite regulations. I do of seeing these wares, could get in touch with a special 
not t hink that the Vice-President should necessarily industry, placing their orders direct, as I do not sug- 
liave a seat in Parliament, and think the Advisory gest in the scheme indicated that orders should be 
Boards should continue as at present, but with more taken in such a museum or museums. If one or two 
powers of initiation. Strictly speaking, I believe they such museums were established in. the first instance, 
are at present only entitled to advise the Department say in Dublin and Belfast, they could be established 
on any matters brought before them by it, save that in other districts if found to work satisfactorily. I 
their concurrence is necessary in regard to the adminis- can say from personal knowledge that traders and 
tration of its endowment funds. merchants residing in one district in Ireland know in 

4. As regards the functions of the Department, I a great many cases very little about the products of 
consider that the economic conditions of the country smaller industries in other and distant districts of the 
require that more direct aid is needed to help and country, and for which they could, in many instances, 
foster industries, especially small, home and cottage find a ready sale if they were able to get in touch with 
industries. them or had an opportunity of becoming really ac- 

Owing to ever-increasing foreign competition, coupled quainted with such products, 
with scarcity of labour, agriculture has become much If possible, too it would be well that the bureau 
less profitable than in former periods in this country, should obtain and publish a list of the larger firms 
with little prospect of any veay substantial improve- purchasing the products of such small home and cottage 
ment of this condition of things. It seems to me, there- industries. 

fore, that it is very desirable to encourage as strongly In connection with the functions of the Department, 
as possible the development of such small home and I think it is very much needed that it should have 
cottage industries, and, of course, where feasible, of power to take proceedings under the Merchandise . 
larger industries tdo. Them are in very many places — Marks Act, and to expend funds in doing so folr the 
smaller towns and rural districts — very many women protection of Irish producers. 

and others who are only too anxious to- have an oppor- 5. In connection with the finances of the Department, 
tunity of supplementing otherwise scanty earnings. Of I think the amount allotted, tc technical instruction 
course, there are many places where steps have been outside the county boroughs, viz., £29,000 per year, 
taken, with remarkable success, to do something of the entirely inadequate, and consider it should be largely 
kind indicated. In my opinion, there is an immense increased. I think the Act of 1899 should be amended, 
field open for this class of work, and it is one which so as to make the endowment fund applicable to indus 
I think, it should be very strongly the province of the tries other than rural ones, and that a County Commit 
Department to foster and develop. At present, owing tee should be empowered, when framing their schemes, 
in some degree to scarcity of funds, this is not a matter to decide how much of the grants should be applicable 
that I think is receiving sufficient attention at their to agricultural schemes and how much to technical in- 
hands. In order to obtain satisfactory results proper struction schemes. For the financial year, ended 30th 
organisation iT necessary, and it seems to me it would September, 1905, County Westmeath was allocated by 
be very highly desirable to attach to its technical ride the Department £1,648 for its agricultural scheme, 
a bureau of industries for the purpose of obtaining in- together with £1,161, contributed to same by the rates, 
dustrial information ; of making arrangements for the whilst for its technical scheme it was allocated £450, 
giving of expert advice and training in the practice of together with £326 from rates. These latter sums are 
industries ; of advising as to the suitability of different entirely insufficient, and I think the Committee in 
industries for different distriots ; and of helping to counties should have power to determine each year how 
create a remunerative market for their products. _ I much of these joint funds should he allocated to each 
think, also, such bureau should be empowered to make head ; also, that any monies of the Department’s grants 
small loans, on approved security, for the purposes of not spent within the financial year should be carried 
such smaller industries, 'as is now done in the case forward to the credit of the county or district. At 
of bulls and stallions. To purchase raw material, to present the practice is that any portion of the Depart- 
pay for labour, and to give credit on articles sold mentis grants coming to a county, not expended, shall 
requires capital, and the want of such small capital be absorbed in its own general funds, and not carried 
is, in many instances, forming a great deterrent to the forward to credit. 

“ Owing to the death of a relative, Mr. Shaw was unable to give evidence on the date fixed for the reception of his evidence. 
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I oonsida? the reserve funds of the Department not 
specially earmai-ked, which represent savings on tine 
agricultural side of its accounts, should also be made 
applicable to industries generally, and that if it were 
determined to advance small loans for industries that 
they could be applied therefrom. 

I also think it is desirable that portion of this money 
might be made applicable for the purpose of making 
some effort to help practical agricultural education in 
primary Schools. This would, of course, take a large 
sum of money, if such help were to he given generally, 
but it would be well if in various districts it were 
tried experimentally. Large capital sums have been 
expended by the Department in providing central agri- 
cultural educational farms. I must say I think it 


would be more desirable to have agricultural education 
in primary schools, where it would be more likely to 
be of general benefit to the sons of small farmers. 

From the report of the Department, I observe its 
contributions direct to home industries classes for the 
year ended 31st March, 1905, only amounted to 
£1,068 10s. Id., which, needless to say, is a very small 
sum for tire whole of Ireland, and shows the need for 
organisation in this matter. 

Thomas J. Shaw. 


La Mancha, Belvedere, 

Mullingar, November 22 nd, 1906. 
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APPENDIX No LXI. (Q. 4097.) 


Memorandum of Additional Evidence tendered by Mr. P. J. Kenned v, in supplement to his 
answers to questions addressed to him by members of the Inquiry Committee on 25th June 
1906. 


Arising out of my statement as to wages paid to 
labourers in County Meath, the Hon. Mr. Dryden 
referred to the fact that wages in County Meath were 
about half what they were in other countries, and sug- 
gested that as the cause of emigration. I should like 
to reply that the cost of living is also comparatively 
much lower in Ireland, particularly as regards house 
rent. Is there another country in the world which 
provides its agricultural labourers with a good dwel- 
ling-house and out-offices and a statute-acre garden 
for one shilling or one shilling and threepence per 
week ? Low wages may account in part for emigra- 
tion, but the main cause of emigration is one which 
can only be removed by a law prohibiting ships to 
take emigrants from Ireland’s shores, viz. — that al- 
most every family in Ireland has its representatives 
in America and Australia, who constantly send home 
glowing, and frequently misleading, reports of the 
conditions prevailing in those countries, with the re- 


sult that our young people imbued with the mercurial 
imaginative, and restless temperament of our Celtic 
character, will not content themselves in rural Ire- 
land, but hasten to those foreign lands peopled by 
their kith and kin, and which our young people look 
upon as their home. They do not reflect on the dif- 
ference of the work expected of them, and that equal 
work at home, taken with the cheaper cost of living, 
might produce an equal reward. Wages and standard 
of living may be low in Ireland, but so also is the 
quantity and quality of the work done. There is 
probably no spot in the civilized world where a man 
can eke out an existence with a smaller exertion on 
his own part than in the fertile county of Meath. 

In answer to a question as to the goods supplied by 
die Agricultural Co-operative Societies, I should have 
included all kinds of agricultural machinery. 

P. J. Kennedy. 


APPENDIX No. LXII. 


DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE AND TECHNICAL INSTRUCTION. 

Returns showing as regards County Committees of Agriculture and of Agriculture and Technical In- 


struction the total number of members appointed to serve on such Committees, the number of such 
members who are County Councillors, and the total number of members constituting the Council of 
each such County. 

•County Committees of Agriculture and Tech- 
nical Instruction. 


1. — County Committees of Agriculture. 


Oavan, 

Glare, 

Cork, 

Donegal 
Fermanagh , 
Galway, 

Kerry, 

Kildare, 
Kilkenny, 

King’s Co., 
Longford, 

Mayo, 

Meath, 
Monaghan, 
Tipperary (N.R.), 
.. (S.H.), 

Tyrone, 
Waterford, 
Wicklow, . 


Total 
Number of 
Members 
appointed to 


Number of 
Members of 
Committee 

County 

Councillors. 


Total 
Number of 
Members 
constituting 
the County 
Council. 


COUNTY. 

Total 

Number of 
Members 
appointed to 

Committee. 

Members of 
Committee 

County 

Councillors. 

Total 
Number of 
Members 
eonstitutini 
the Ccuuty 
Conncil 

Antrim, 

29 

18 

29 

Armagh, . 

30 

11 

30 

Down, 

15 

12 

30 

Dublin, 

23 

12 

26 

Leitrim, 

40 

26 

26 

Limerick, . 

63 

28 

28 

Londonderry, 

25 

15 

25 

Queen'3 Co., 

65 

29 

29 

Roscommon, 

52 

30 

30 

Sligo, . ... 

57 

18 

26 

Westmeath, 

69 

30 

31 

Wexford, . 

!« 

H 

25 


Note.— T hese Returns have been compiled from ths 
records in these offices. Owing to the fact that it 
frequently happens that the Department are not noti- 
fied promptly of resignations and other changes on 
these Committees it is not possible to state whether 
the information given is strictly accurate. 

T. P. GILL, 

Secretary. > 

2nd July, 1906. 

Department of Agriculture and Technical 
Instruction for Ireland. 
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APPENDIX No. LXIII. 


Resolutions of Council of Agriculture. 


Appendix 

LXIII. 


Summary of Resolutions submitted at the Eight Meetings of the first two Councils of Agriculture, with 
action taken thereon by the Department of Agriculture and Technical Instruction for Ireland. 


. Agriculture generally, Agricultural Education, Ac., 
. Arterial Drainage, 

. Land and Tillage, . . 

Live Stock, 

. Flax Question, 

. Tobacco Question, 

. Forestry, Ac., 

. Diseases of Animals, 

. Transit Questions, 

. food, Feeding Stuffs, Ac., . . 

. Labourers, Artisans, Ac., . . 

. Fishery Matters, . . 

. Miscellaneous : — 

Mineral resources. 

Statistics, Compilation of, 


Co-ordination of Congested Dlstri< 
Milk Records, 

Frequency of Council Meetings, 


and Department's Sfihei 


Number of Resolutions 



ESESBZ 


sat, either directly, or by communicating 
......... — ■or, the Resolutions being mere general expres- 

^^^efn^^nsidored de^M5^e I 'on y othej artrn u t, * ; ° n & ,,or *'* on °* a RasolhWon, n0 action 
Number of Resolutions in which Department did' not consider it desirable to take any 


Date. Subject. 

Action of Council. 

| Remarks as to Action taken by 
Department. 


AGRICULTURE GENERALLY. AGRICULTURAL 

Education, Ac. 



29-5-’00, 

Recommended that sons of tenant-farmers be 
sent to German technical schools for training. 

Withdrawn op V.P’s.” promise of 
consideration. 

Not considered desirable .for the 
present. 

24-5-’01, . . 

Requested Local Government Board represen- 
tative authorities to promote agricultural 
interests of the country. 

Passed unanimously, . . 

No ^speeja^ action by Department 

24-5-’01, 

Urged newspaper directors to give more space 
to disseminating agricultural knowledge. 

Do 

Do. 

24-5— '01. 

Asked Department to send leaflets to Clerks 
of County Councils, Ac. 

Withdrawn on V.P’s. promise of 
consideration. 

Acted upon. 

l8-2-'02. 

Recommended that lime-burning be established 
where possible, and s.s. " Helga ” and 
“ Granuaile ” employed to carry the lime. 

Do., 

Department has given expert advice 
where possible, and encouraged 
use of lime ; ^hut further action 




private enterprise." 1 " 1 '" 1 '' ’ ,IU * 

1 3-2-' 02, 

Requested that Department's library soheme 
Include standard agricultural workB. 

Do., .. 

Acted upon. 

5-8-'0S, 

Requested Department to devote special 
attention to industrial 'revival as it affected 
agricultural districts ; and suggested that 
Committees of Agrlcultuib and Technical 
Instruction be asked to inquire into industrial 
possibilities of their districts. 

Passed unanimously, . . 

Receives constant attention. 


M 2 
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Appendix 

LXIII. 


Date. 

Subject. 

Action of Council. 

Remarks as to action taken by 
Department. 


Agbioultuee generally, Agricultural 
Education, <fcc.— continued. 



12-4-’04, 

Urged importance of winter dairying, 

Passed, 

Department has encouraged this 
as far as possible, and has rT 
quested Committees to appoint 
Butter Instructresses for whote 
year. Scheme to be consicffi! 

9-2— ’05, 

Requested Department to increase the number 
of Agricultural Schools and Farms. 

Passed unanimously, . . 

Is being acted upon by Department. 

14-11— '05, 

Impressed upon County Committees the great 
need for thorough organisation of each county 
in order to obtain benefits from the Act. 

Do 

Department have urged County 
Committees to appoint com- 
petent organisers as Secretary, 
Department also circulated Rc- 
port of this Council amongst 
secretaries and Chairmen of 


Recommended that- Department consider the 
question of providing farmers with expert ad- 
vice free, plans, Ac., re building dwelling- 
houses. 


24-5-’01, 


Artf.ru r. Drainage. 

Requested Government to amend the Local 
Government Act, so as to enable County 
Councils to execute arterial drainage. 


unanimously, 


13 considering question of issuing 


Vice-Regal Commission 
Drainage was since 
anil has reported. 


on Arterial 
appointed 


Impressed on Go vemment the need for provisions I 
in Land Bill re arterial drainage. 


Requested Department to urge Government to 
amend the Local Government Act so as te 
allow County Councils to Initiate now schemes 
of arterial drainage. 


Do. 


29-5-’00, 


24-6-'01, 


24-5-’01, 


12-4-’04, 


0-2-'05, 


Land and Tillage Questions. 


Stated that a chief feature of Department's 
work should he the acquiring on equitable 
terms of grass-lands with a view to their 
occupation by industrious cultivators. 


Ruled out of order os dealing with 
matters beyond the intentions 
of the Act. 


Requested Government to amend the Local Passed unanimously, . . 

Government Act, to simplify compulsory ] 

acquisition of land and property for carrying 
out publio works ; (also re ' arterial drain- : 
age)." 


Communicated to Irish Govern- 


Stated that It would be to the profit of pur- 
chasers under the Land Acte, who have 
sporting rights, if they protected the game on 
their farms. 


I>n., . . 


.. I So action needed. ] 


.. Recommended formation of small tillage hold- | Withdrawn on V.P's. promise of 
ings on unoccupied lands ; urged Department consideraton. 

to influence the Government ; and requested 
Land Commissioners to give priority to 
purchasers who adopted mixed farming. 


N'o action considered desirable : but 
Department encourage tillage 
and have done much to arouse 
interest in the subject. 


Requested Department (1) to offer prizes for 
best tillage farms in each county, and for 
growing of crops; and (2) to raise good 
varieties of seeds for supply to small farmers 
on easy terms. 


Passed unanimously, 


(1). Prizes offered through County 
Committees. (2). Seed only 
raised for experimental pur- 
poses. Grant of £10,000 made 
towards importation of fresh 
potato seed. 


20-5-'OO, 


24-5-01, 


£ 18-2— '02, 
23-5— '08, 


28-5-03, 


28-5-08, 
12-4-'04, 
12 -4-'04, 


Livg Stock, <to. 


Recommended that Live Stock schemes should 
be debated by the Council before renewal, 
and that Department obtain suggestions 
from each Live Stock Committee. 


Regretted Department’s decision re Co. Fcr- 
| managh’s request for puro-bred bulls for 
| congested and poor parte of the county. 

I Approved policy of Department in not sub- 
I sidismg hackneys. 


i V.P'a. promising i Department ask for suggestions 
' from County Committees which 
are considered, by Advisory 
Committee. 


Passed unanimously, 


j Passed unanimously, 


Recommended that Irish Draught Horse be 
1 preserved ; and requested Department t 
register suitable animals. 

I Recommended that Department’s live Stock I 
i Schemes for county Limerick should be 
altered. 


Jfo action needed. 

Congested Districts Board informed 
Department now control tins, 
and do not introduce this breed 
Into Kerry. 

.cted on. (See 12-4-04, below). 


l on promise of i 


Brought before Advisory Com- 
mittee. Action not considered 
desirable. 
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Date. 

Subject. 

| 

Action of Council: 

Remarks as to action taken by 
Department. 


Lite Stock, &c.— continued. 



9-2-’05, 

Urged Department to take every measure 
possible to prevent change in law re impor- 
tation of live cattle into the United Kingdom. 

Passed unanimously, .. 

Communicated to Board of Agricu - 
tore and Fisheries for Great 
Britain. 

0-2-05, 

Requested Department to arrange, if desirable, 
for re-insurance of live stock insured in 
Fanners' Mutual Live Stock Insurance 
Societies. 

Do., .. 

Fully considered, but not thought 
desirable for the present. 

0-2-’O5, 

Recommended (1) increase of premium in case of 
Irish draught horses ; and (2) also that 
further inspections should be made, and (3) 
if necessary yearlings purchased. 

D °' 

(1) Not considered desirable at 
present. (2) Acted upon. (3) 
Acted upon. 

14-ll-'05, 

Requested Department to (1) make another in- 
spection re Irish draught horse ; and to 
start a stud of same on their farms. 

Flax Question. 


(1) Acted on. (2) On advice of 
AdvisoryCommittee Department 
purchased yearling colts instead. 

5-3- 03, 

Requested Department to promote Flax 
Improvement Societies. 

Passed unanimously, ■ . 

1 
]3 Si 

23-5— *03, 

Tobacco Question. 

do., .. 

do. 

28-5-’0S, 

Requested Department to obtain from Treasury 
removal of prohibition re tobacco cultivation ; 
and an abatement of the duty. 

do., .. 

Acted upon. Department have 
liberally aided, and at their re- 
quest the Government have 
granted concessions re rebate of 
duty. 

14-ll-'05, 

Called on Government to repeal Acts prohibit- 
ing tobacco cultivation in Ireland. 

Forestry, Reclamation of, Waste Land, &c. 

do., . . 


24-5-*01, 

Urged Department to consider reclamation of 
waste land, and re-afforestation. 

Passed unanimously, .. 

Department have supplied advioe 
where asked. Established Avon- 
dale Forestry SchooL Funds 
totally inadequate to deal with 
forestry on a large scale. 

5— 3-'03, 

Suggested that acquirement of land suitable 
for forestry operations should be considered 
in the coming Land Bill. 

do., . . 

Unofficial action taken in this 
direction, when Land Bill was 
under discussion. 

12-4-04, 

Suggested that Government should amend 
Crown Lands Act of 1829, to enable £15,636 
(Irish Quit and Crown Rents redeemed) to 
to form nucleus of a fund to establish a 
a Forestry Department. 

Passed, 

Communicated to Chief Secretary. 

14-ll-*05, 

Requested Department (1) to appoint a Com- 
mittee to advise on re-afforestation of suit- 
able areas ; and (2) that Treasury he asked 
to refund Irish Quit and Crown Rents to form 
nucleus of a fund. 

Diseases op Animals, &o. 

Passed unanimously, .. 

(1) Committee appointed this year 
^Department. (2) No action 

24-5-' 01, 

Stated that Department and local authorities 
should take further steps re Sheep Scab. 

Passed, 

Local Authorities circularised as to 
approved methods of dealing 
with outbreaks and as to inspec- 
tion of Bheep at fairs. Sheep 
Scab leaEet issued. 

28-5- 08, 

Requested Department to urge on Government 
the need for expediting Sheep Scab Bill ; 
and also for adopting measures against 
Warble Fly. 

Passed unanimously, .. 

Sheep Scab Bill passed. Warble 
Fly leaflet issued. 

9-2 -’05, 

Requesting that attention of Local Authorities 
be drawn to need for compulsory sheep 
dipping. 

Transit Questions. 

do., .. 

Order made enabling Local Authori- 
ties to issue compulsory sheep- 
dipping regulations. Specimen 
form of suitable regulations 
sent with covering circular. 

20-5-'OO, 

Recommended Vice-Regal Commission on Rail- 
ways and Canals. 

Passed unanimously, .. 

Brought uuder notice of Irish 
Government. Vice-Regal Com- 
mission on Railways, and Royal 
Commission on Canals and 
Waterways since appointed. 

28-5-*03, 

Urged Department to nse its powers to prevent 
delay and damage to live stock in transit. 

do., . . 

Receives constant attention. 

12—4-04, 

Recommended (re Railway management) that 
Department should at earliest date promote 
an adequate inquiry. 

do., . . 

Information Is being collected with 
regard to local rates in Ireland 
and Great Britain and through 
rates as between Ireland and 
Great Britain for the conveyance 
of^agricultural produce and live 

9-2—05, 

Urged need ior legislation for greater and 
cheaper transit facilities. 

do., . . 

Brought under notice of Irish 
Government. 

14-ll-*05, 

Requested appointment of Vice-Kegal Com- 
mission on cheap through rates and high in- 
land rates. 

do., . . 

do. 
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LXIII. 



24-5-’01, 

2*-5-’01, 


Passed unanimously, 


U aoi d f '" ryin 8 Com- 


\ ice-l>residcnt has taken frequent 
action in support of this scheme. 


! Withdrawn on V.p. promising to (l) Royal Commission now sitting 
communicate with Board ol (2) Communicated in ; 


force ; and if possible get Aot passed against 
colouring butter substitutes to imitate butter. 


Recommended that Creameries be treated as Passed unanimously, . . 
fruit-preserving and fish-curing factories 
under the Factories and Workshops Acts, as 
regards Saturday nights and Sundays. j 

Recommended equipment of laboratory and ; Withdrawn on V.P’s. promise < 
appointment of chemist to analyse manures, I consideration. 

*c., at small fees : and that County Councils : 
should be at liberty to become contributors 


avoyai commission now sittiue 
(2) Communicated to Board of 
Works, who stated that it did 
not lie with thorn to initiate, suoh 
inspection. In reply to a P«. 
ban entary Question in Mar 
that' tiler Secreta ‘ y stated 

cover the cost of the drainage of 
the Barrow, and that coW 
no useful object would 
be gained by having the in- 
spection made. Vice-Regal Coii- 
musion on Arterial Drainage 
since appointed, and report 


department appointed officers to 
take samples, and Instituted 
prosecutions. They also aided 
in promoting an amending Bill 
(which did not pass). The 


; Communications sent to Chief Sec- 
retary in regard to Meat Marking 
(Ireland) Bill, 1902. 

Communicated to Home Office. 
Special regulations made as to 
Creameries under Factory and 
Workshops Act, 1901. 

Seed-testing station established. 


Not considered feasible. Such in- 
formation appears weekly in 
agricultural papers. 

Suggestions made to Irish Govern- 
ment for amendment oi BiU in- 
troduced in 1900. 


! Disapproved of remission of the duty on corn and Passed, 

I meal, as unnecessary, and as a grievance to 
| agriculture and its allied industries. 

! Recommended improvement of dairying, and Withdrawn on V.P’s. promise of 
that steps be taken to make Sections of the consideration. 

Act operative. 


Stated that exemption of any Irish butter from 
16 per cent, limit for water would both injure 
sale of such butter, and the reputation of 


Recommended Government to bring in Bill (1) 
compelling identification of imported dead 
meat: and (2) to provide compensation for 
confiscated tubercular animals. 


I-ABOtnEBS, Working Classes, &c. 


• I Called Department's attention to claims of 
I labouring classes : and recommended cottage 
gardening, distribution of seed potatoes, 

| prizes for best cottages, and for improvement 
of goats ; and soheme of cheap furniture. 

. | Recommended (1) Department to instruct work- 
I jng classes, agricultural labourers, and artisans 

i in principles of co-operative'credit, insurance 
i co-operative hiring of land, and co-operative 
building societies, and rural industries. 
U) Approved of suggested appointment of a 
I Labour Commissioner under Land Bill, and 

suggested certain powers to be given him rt 
, purchase of land. 


Passed (47 votes to "I 


Passed unanimously, 


Passed unanimously, 


No action needed. 


Department have started bntter- 
making instruction scheme 
through County Committees 
and linve appointed Instructors 
in Dairying who visit Crea- 
meries. They have also insti- 
tuted a Creamery Manager's 
Training Scheme. 


' This resolution was 

same day to Board of Agrieul- 
! turc in Great Britain, with 

j reference to proposed Buttet 

| Bill. 

(1) and (2) brought under notice of 
Government. (2) Commission 

3 minted to inquire as to 
emilosis (human and 
bovine) have issued two 
r-'.—'-n Reports. 




; Select Committee, appointed to 
consider what further iegisla- 
' tion. if any, was required to 
secure the better conduct and 
1 control of the butter trade, 
have reported. 

; No action possible by Department. 


; Many of the prize schemes are at 
i work through County Com 
mittees. 


(1) Department subsidise the Irish 
Agricultural Organisation So- 
ciety for such purposes. (2) ho 
action by Department needsd. 


Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 



95 


Action o£ Connell. 


to send cruisers to stop j Passed unanimously, , 


(a) Urged that R.I.C. should aid in protecting Passed, 
j salmon and sea trout, Ac., during spawning ; 
leason ; and that (6) owners of fisheries ! 
ihould allow trout fishing where salmon 


>e detrimentally affected. 


Asked Department to 

steam trawling on 

and Dublin coasts. 


protect j Passed unanimously, 


j to Report of Vice-Regal Commission. 

i Requested Department to urge on Government ! Passed unanimously, 
I need for Bill in coming session to amend j 
I Irish Fishery Daws in interests of fisheries, : 

; and of users of water-power. 


Department.^ cruiser effectivriy 
| patrols the area in which traw- 
lng Is prohibited. H.M. ships 
cannot enforce prohibitions of 
this nature. 

! ;«) R.LC. have increased the assist- 
ance they give to protection of 
| spawning rivers, cec. (6) De- 
i partment nave no power to do 


s since made by Depart' 


l Congested Districts Board and De- 
partment have provided this 
"* “ ' “ e necessary on 


instruction where 


: Department have subsidised a boat- 
: building yard, where apprentices 

1 are taught ; and have organised 
instruction in net-making. Cen- 
tral establishment not feasible. 

Department have made frequent 
grants in aid of general pro- 
tection. 

Department have repeatedly 
brought their views on these 
matters before Government. 


Miscellaneous. 

Recommended that part of Department's funds ; Passed unanimously, . . 
be devoted to development of mineral re- 
sources. 

Expressed confidence in Vice-President, and re- j do., 

I quested him to remain at his post at least ! 

[ until the initial task of organising the De- | 

partment’s work is safely accomplished. 

' Stated that Department’s system of compiling 1 Passed without division. 

Banking Statistics was misleading and in- I 
complete since it did not show the amount 1 
| lent by the Banks on Promissory Notes, Ac. 

i Requested Department to alter system of col- I Withdrawn on V.P’s. promise of i 


garding census methods (with- 
out statutory authority) when 
forms have been issued to far- 


Recommended that Department establish central I Passed with one dissentient (as to 


Department have assisted two 
basket-making centres, where 
training is given. Central school 
not feasible. 


9-2-'05, 


Districts Board in congested districts. 


' Resolution a. ... 

certain officials ii 
• of the Departmen 


Such records have always been 
kept, as to quantity. Provisional 
arrangement as to testing quality 
j now in force at Cla3nevin. 


T. P. GILL, 

Secretary. 


Department of Agriculture and 
Technical Instruction. 


Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 



96 


Appendix APPENDIX No. LXIV. 

LX IV. 


DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE AND TECHNICAL INSTRUCTION FOR IRELAND. 


Returns showing the Attendances of members at Meetings of the Council of Agriculture, the Agricultural 
Board, and the Board of Technical Instruction, for the period 1st April, 1900, to 1st December, 1906. 


I. — Council op Agriculture. II. — Agricultural Board — continued. 


Elected members, 68. Nominated members, 34. Elected members, 8. Nominated members, 4. 
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Appendix No. LXV. 


APPENDIX 

LXV. 


Observations of Local Bodies on matters referred to Departmental Committee of Inquiry. 


DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE AND TECHNI- 
CAL INSTRUCTION INQUIRY COMMITTEE. 

18, Lower Baggot-street, 

Dublin, 14th April, 1906. 


I am instructed to transmit to you, for the informa- 
tion of the the accompany- 

ing Copy of the Warrant of the Lords Justices con- 
stituting the Committee, under the Chairmanship of 
Sir Kenelm Digby, k.C.b., to inquire into and report 
upon the matters set forth in the Warrant. 

I have to state that the Departmental Committee will 
be much obliged for any observations, in writing, which 
your may wish to 

offer upon the questions referred to the Committee ; 
and I am to add that it would facilitate the business 
of the Committee if you could arrange to communicate 
these observations to me, for their information, at as 
early a date as possible. 

I am, Sir, 

Your obedient Servant, 

J. J. Taylor, Secretary. 

Note. — A Circular Letter in these terms was com- 
municated on the date mentioned to the Councils of 
thirty-three Counties, six County Boroughs, and 
eighty-nine Urban Districts, and to the several Com- 
mittees appointed under section 14 of the Agricultural 
and Technical Instruction (Ireland) Act, 1899.. as fol- 
lows : — Twenty-one County Committees of Agriculture, 
twelve County Committees of Agriculture and Technical 
Instruction, twenty-one County Joint Committees of 
Technical Instruction, six County Borough Committees 
of Technical Instruction, and twenty-seven Urban Dis- 
trict Technical Instruction Committees. In all, 215 
local statutory bodies were thus communicated with by 
the Departmental Committee of Inquiry. Copies of 
the statements made by such of these bodies, as com- 
municated their observations to the Committee are 
appended. In some cases, where the statements have 
been put in evidence by witnesses in the course of the 
Inquiry, reference is -made to the numbers of the 
questions where they are already printed. 


Antrim County Council. 

Antrim Observations of Council put in evidence by Mr. F. 

a L- J-r. <«• 8853). 

Anna eh C ARMAGH COUNTY COMMITTEE OF AGRICULTURE 

c.otA. & and Technical Instruction, 

" , , 7th Mazy, 1906. 

Sir, — 

In reply to your letter of 14th ultimo, the follow- 
ing are the observations passed, by resolutions, at a 
Special Meeting of my Committee, held on the 1st 
instant : — 

That the stallions standing for service in this county 
are not suitable for mating with the large majority of 
the mares ; and the Committee are of the opinion that 
half-bred stallions, got by thoroughbred sires, with 
bone and action, or even hackney sires, would be much 
more suitable. 

That the premium for hulls should be raised to £20, 
and the service fee to 2s. 6 d. 

That more information should he forthcoming as to 
the object the Department have in view, and the pur- 
pose to he served, by the establishment of a shorthorn 
herd and the purchase of so many high-priced cattle. 

That the breed of pigs at present existing in this 
county should be encouraged by subsidising the best 
boars of that type. 

That the Department should continue their experi- 
ment in the treatment of flax, so that farmers would 


be encouraged to grow flax, and dispose of it when 
pulled, without having to treat it themselves. 

That the Department should adopt some means for 
encouraging the burning of lime, in order to bring it 
within the reach of the small farmer, at a price con- 
siderably below that at which he can have it at present. 

Yours, etc., 

R. T. Huston, Secretary. 


Municipal Technical School, 

Banbiudge, Co. Down, 

18 th May, 1906. 

Sir, — 

In reply to your letter, enclosing copy of the terms Banhridse 
of reference of the Commission of Inquiry in connec- U. T. L e. 
tion with the Department of Agriculture and Technical 
Instruction for Ireland, we wish to state that the Ban- 
bridge Technical Instruction Committee have carried 
on Technical Classes for the past four years. 

The population of Banbridge is 5,005 ; the valuation 
£12,502 ; and the penny rate brings in the sum of 
£50 annually. 

The total annual expenditure is about £400, and the 
subjects at present taught are as follows: — Mathe-. 
matics, Elementary Physics, Chemistry, Magnetism 
and Electricity, Drawing, Shorthand, Woodwork, 
Dressmaking, Laundry, Cookery and Housewifery. 

Considering the population of Banbridge, the attend- 
ance has been very good, there being in the several 
years tlie scheme has been in operation some 200-290 
individual students. The pupils of all classes have 
derived great benefit from the various courses of in- 
struction, and, in our opinion, the money has been 
well spent. 

Where a falling-off in attendance has taken place, or 
in cases where pupils did not derive full benefit from 
the classes, it has been generally due to a deficiency 
in elementary education. On this' account rapid pro- 
gress is not to be expected, especially among students, 
a large proportion of whom work for their livelihood, 
Banbridge being a manufacturing district. 

Many difficulties prevalent in other parts of Ireland 
do not present themselves at Banbridge. The object 
of the Technical Committee is to give sound instruction 
in subjects bearing on local industries and local re- 
quirements, as distinguished from any attempt to pro- 
vide employment. It is anticipated, however, that 
pupils, by means of the Technical Classes, will be able 
to improve their position, and their services should be 
of increased value in the various occupations in which 
they engage. 

As regards the methods of the Department, the Ban- 
bridge Technical Committee consider that they are well 
suited to a business community. The officials of the 
Department are most anxious to assist, and their visits 
here have always been encouraging and helpful. 

As there is a growing disposition to avail of the 
opportunities offered by the Technical Classes, proper 
provision should he made in advance for financing 
growing requirements. 

The Department should! be placed in a position to 
meet the legitimate demands of such places as Ban- 
bridge for further subjects of instruction, as well as 
for the provision of suitable and properly-equipped 
class-rooms; as at present the Technical Classes in 
Banbridge are seriously hampered by insufficient class- 
room accommodation, and it is absolutely imperative 
that money should be forthcoming for the purpose. 

The Yice-President, Sir Horace Plunkett, and th« 
Secretary, Mr. Gill, have been appealed to when in this 
district, and while they were most anxious to assist, 
they stated that there were no funds at the disposal of 
the Department for the purpose. 

By arrangements with the two Intermediate Schools 
in Banbridge, the Chemical and Physical Laboratory 
and apparatus are used by these schools during the day- 
time, and the Committee were willing to have courses 
of ins traction, in Physical Science given to the National 


N 
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Xpfromrx' School teachers of the surrounding districts, if the 
• Irish National Board had provided a small sum towards 
expenses of the class, which, unfortunately, they re- 
fused to do. 

Such schemes of co-ordination might easily be effected 
to the great advantage of all concerned, were the De- 
partment enabled to enter into an understanding with 
other Educational Boards on the subject ; and we con- 
sider that were more commodious and properly-equipped 
Manual Instruction and Domestic Economy class-rooms 
provided, gTeat good might be effected by giving courses 
of instruction to the older boys and girls attending the 
primary schools as part of the school curriculum. A 
programme, giving all the schools of the town these 
facilities might easily be arranged, in which these 
pupils would have the advantage of, say, two hours’ 
instruction one day in each week by a thoroughly com- 
petent instructor. 

We consider that the charge of three guineas for a 
few minutes’ work in auditing the Technical Instruc- 
tion accounts made by the Local Government Board 
Auditor, when in the town on other business, is un- 
reasonable and excessive, especially as the details of 
all expenditure have previously been sanctioned by the 
Department. These accounts should be treated as part 
of the Urban Council accounts, and should not be 
subject to a separate charge. 

Some attempt should be made by a system of scholar- 
ships to enable bright, intelligent children from the 
primary schools to take advantage of secondary educa- 
tion, in case the circumstances of their parents were 
such that they could not otherwise avail of it ; and a 
further system of scholarships should enable them to 
pass from the Secondary and Technical Schools to a 
Technical College or University. 

Were the money which this country is entitled to 
for educational purposes spent on education, such 
scholarships need not become a source of additional 
local taxation. 

The diversion of money, voted to Ireland as the 
equivalent of Educational G-rants made to England 
and Scotland, from educational requirements, is to be 
strongly condemned. This tendency finds ample il- 
lustration in the history of the Irish Development 
Grant, under which scheme money intended for edu- 
cation was diverted to finance, land purchase, etc. , not- 
withstanding the fact that the money was more urgently 
required for educational purposes. 

This country cannot afford to lose one penny of the 
funds legitimately applicable to education, if Ireland 
is to be so equipped as to meet the growing and uni- 
versal competition. 

Tours, etc., 

B. Moore, Secretary. 

Bangor Urban Technical Instruction Committee. 

Observations of Committee put in evidence by Mr. 

U.EIO. A Taylor S261) . 

Belfast County Borough Committee of Technical 
Instruction. 

Belfast Oo, Observations of Committee put in evidence by Sir 

StT?i g J. Henderson, d.l. (Q. 9450). 

Blackrock Urban Technical Instruction Com- 
mittee, 


Bray Urban Technical Instruction Committee. 

Bray, 28 th April, 1906. 

Sir, — 

I am directed to refer to your letter of the 14th Brayu t 
instant, regarding the inquiry in connection with the Lc - ' ' 
Department of Agriculture and Technical Instruction — ' 

and to inform yon that as far as this Committee is 
concerned their relations with the Department of 
Agriculture and Technical Instruction have always 
been of a cordial and satisfactory character. They 
have had no reason to find fault with the methods 
which have been adopted in giving effect to the pro- 
visions of the Agriculture and Technical Instruction 
Act, 1899, etc., but that in the matter of funds, there 
was great need for building grants and for increasing 
the annual amount allocated to Technical Committees 
in order that the work of technical education may be 
made more effective. 

Yours, etc., 

T. J. Keane, Secretary. 


Courthouse, Cavan, 

8 th May, 1906. 

Sir, — 

Your Memo, of 14th April, having been laid before OavanOo. 
the Cavan County Council, I am to forward to your 0onn ° i1, 
Committee copy of Resolution adopted in reference 
thereto. 

Yours, etc., 

Wm. Finlay, Secretary. 


26th April, 1906. 

“ We, the County Council of Cavan desire to express 
our conviction, for the information of the Committee, 
that the Council of Agriculture should be composed 
exclusively of representatives of the County Coun- 
cils, and that its present powers should be extended 
so as to enable it to initiate expenditure and control 
appointments.” 


County Cavan Joint Committee for Technical 
Instruction. 

5th May, 1906. 

Sir, — 

I am in receipt of your communication of the 14th Oo. Cavan 
ultimo, which I laid, on the 18th ultimo before a meet- 
ing of my Committee, and the only point on which they oi _ 
wished to direct the attention of the Inquiry Committee 
was to the necessity for placing building funds at 
the disposal of the Department, that they might be 
supplied to technical committees requiring to build 
hails or schools for technical instruction in their 
county, or to put into repair already-existing build- 
ings which would be suitable for the purposes named. 

The similar form sent for the Agricultural and 
Live-Stock Committee, I shall bring before the 
quarterly meeting of that body this month, and com- 
municate their observations to you as soon after the 
meeting as possible. 


Blackrock, Co. Dublin, 

15th May, 1906. 

Blackrock SlR, 

U. T. I c. Your letter of the 14th April last, was duly laid 
before my Committee on May 1st, and I was directed 
to forward the following suggestions: — 

(1.) That the funds of the Technical Instruction 
Committee, at present devoted to the repayment of 
instalments of loans on ; the erection and equipment of 
a technical school building, should be made available 
for the general . purposes of the . scheme. 

(2,) That the necessary financial arrangements 
should be made with the National Board of Education 
to enable senior pupils of National schools to use the 
local technical school as a day centre for classes in 
such subjects as manual instruction and domestic 
economy.. 

. Yours, etc., 

..v.:: r.t <■ .. Alexander W. Hill, Secretary. 


J. P. Gannon, Secretary. 


Clare County Council. 

Resolution adopted by the Council at their meeting CiareOo. 
held at Ennis on the 23rd April, 1906 Cou fr 
“ That this Council is of opinion that the present 
Government, in view of the inquiry into the working 
of the Agriculture and Technical Instruction De- 
partment, has an excellent opportunity of placing 
the sea and freshwater fisheries on a popular, sound 
and practical basis, by appointing a representive 
Fishery Board, as in Scotland, with thoroughly com- 
petent and practical experts as inspectors, and estab- 
lishing a Government brand for mackerel and herrings, 
which has proved of such great advantage to Scotland in 
its herring fishery, and so often asked for by the 
smaller merchants engaged in fish-curing in this 
country.” 
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Clare Joint Technical Instruction Committee and 
County Committee or Agriculture. 


Co. Clare 



Sir, — 


Ennis, 12th June, 1906. 


In reply to your letters of the 14th April last, I 
beg to state that my Committees are of opinion: — 
(a.) That the allocation of £55,000 for the purposes 
of Technical Instruction is totally inadequate, and 
any amendment in this direction should be an endow- 
ment which will increase in keeping with the growth 
of Technical Instruction. 

(6.) That the absence of any provision for building 
purposes is a fatal flaw in the Act. 

(c.) That little of a practical nature has been, done 
towards the development of industries. As the revival 
of Irish industries is of vital importance my Com- 
mittees are of opinion that the Department should 
use, to the fullest extent, their powers in providing such 
Technical Education as will supply trained hands for 
industries, and if funds and power are not sufficient, 
thaJt steps should be taken to get them extended. 

(d.) That there should be established a Bureau of 
Industries to enable small producers to get expert 
advice and necessary assistance, so as to reach suitable 
markets. 

Revd. Father Breen, C.C., was appointed to 
represent the Committees before the Departmental In- 
quiry, and I would feel obliged if you would let me 
know when it will be convenient for your Committee 
to hear his evidence. 


Yours, etc., 


M. O’Dea, Secretary. 


Coleraine Urban District Council, 


Sir, — 


Coleraine, 8 th June, 1906. 


Referring to your Circular letter of 14th April last, 
inviting the Coleraine Urban District Council to sub- 
mit any observations on the questions referred to your 
Committee which they may desire to make, I am in- 
structed to forward the following Resolution, which 
has been unanimously adopted by the Council: — 

Resolved. — “ That this Council, representing an im- 
portant market town in Ulster, desire to direct the 
attention of the Committee appointed to inquire into 
the working of the Department of Agriculture and 
Technical Instruction to one of the results of the Co- 
operative movement fostered by the Department, viz. : 
the injurious effects on the markets and general 
business of provincial towns. The Council, while 
fully recognizing the right of farmers and others to 
promote co-operative societies in their own interests, 
are of opinion that the Department, in view of the 
effect referred to, should not either directly or in- 
directly use public funds for the purpose of subsidising 
and assisting such societies, as by so doing legitimate 
and natural markets are interefered with, and the 
traders in towns are placed at a disadvantage and 
subjected to unfair competition. The Council are 
further of opinion that, though town traders can have 
no objection to the legitimate competition of co-opera- 
tive societies conducted on the ordinary co-operative 
lines, the promotion of subsidised societies which 
threaten the prosperity of the smaller towns cannot 
in the long run, be in the true interests of the country 
as a whole.” 

I have to request that you will be good enough to 
bring the Resolution before your Committee. 


Yours, etc., 

Wm. Henry, Clerk to the Council. 


Cookstown .Urban Technical Instruction Com- 
mittee. 

Cookstowa Observations of Committee put in evidence by Mr. 
U.TXO. h. L. Glasgow (Q. 8177). 


Cork County Borough Technical Instruction utmmx 
Committee. y ~ 

Statement of views on- the working of the Department, Borough'.O. 

1. Thalt we regard it as a serious deficiency in the ot T lL. 
Act that members of the Agricultural and Technical 
Boards cannot initiate schemes. 

2. That we consider that the Annual Grant out of 
the Department’s endowment to Cork City, should be 
the same as that originally paid, and should continue 
at that amount as long as the population does not 
diminish, and the teaching continues satisfactory. 

3. That we are of opinion that the Department has 
failed to give any expert help in the creation of in- 
dustries with a view to placing them on -a commercial 
basis. 

4. That we regard as a necessity the establishment 
of a Central Bureau for the distribution of informa- 
tion affecting the suitability of specific industries to 
certain localities, and the successful floating of such 
industries, and that as a consequence the expert in- 
formation in technical training, without such further 
assistance, is useless to our people. 

5. That we consider that our claim to the Equiva- 
lent Grant is indisputable, and that we are confirmed 
in our view by the favourable interpretation put on 
the Act by the Department in the first instance, which 
interpretation they afterwards reversed. 

6. That in any amendment of the Act we call on 

the authorities to place at the disposal of the Depart- 
ment a sum of £100,000 for the direct development of 
industries. t 

7. That we desire to call attention to the radical 
mistake made by the Department in adopting the 
South Kensington programme for Ireland and that 
in a very curtailed fashion, as regards the earning 
powers of schools, a programme which has long since 
been discredited in England. 

8. That we desire to call attention to the fact that 
the Department was staffed from its initiation by 
men, not one of whom were known as experts in the 
technical world. 

9. That we further wish to draw attention to the 
unnecessary preference given by the Department to 
aliens in nationality, and aliens in religion, to the 
bulk of the people. 

10. That we consider that the method of multiplying 
small schools must fail in giving the people the real 
benefits of technical education, as has already 
happened in England. 

11. That we consider that the Department in 
neglecting to adapt thb programme to the educational 
requirements of the people are preventing the bulk 
of the inhabitants from reaping the fruits of techni- 
cal education. 

12. That the Department’s Inspectors give no assis- 
tance in their reports, to Committees, in the success- 
ful working of their schemes, but confine their remarks 
to mere mechanical detail. 

13. That we oonsider that the Department is 
neglecting the best interests of technical education 
in not affording young Irishmen facilities for study 
at the best English and Continental centres. 

14. That we consider that the absence of tangible 
results abundantly proves that the Department’s 
methods are not suited to the conditions of Ireland. 

15. That we are of opinion that the Agricultural 
and Technical Instruction Boards should meet every 
month at least. 

16. That we oonsider that the funds placed at the 
Department’s disposal for the furtherance of technical 
instruction are totally inadequate, and we further con- 
sider that any future allocation of fipds for this 
purpose should be on an expanding principle, keep- 
ing pace with the development of technical education. 

17. That we consider that a sum of £15,000 per 
annum should be devoted to the purposes of a build- 
ing grant. 

18. That we are Strongly of opinion that the central- 
isation of Technical Instruction would bring a far 
better return for the money expended. 

By centralisation we mean the establishment of 
schools in large centres, well equipped, and efficiently 
staffed. 

19. That we consider that the progress of technical 
education in Ireland is absolutely retarded by the 
want of coordination between Primary, Intermediate, 
and Technical schools, and that an essential of such 
coordination, we consider, is the formation of day 
technical schools. 

N 2 
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A p PBNT> ix 20. That we consider that the Vice-President of 
— ' the Department should be some recognised expert in 
the technical world. 

F. B. Giltinan, Secretary. 

Emmet-place, Cork, 

14 th May, 1606. 


County Cobs Joint Technical Instbuction Com- 
mittee. 

14th May, 1906. 

Sib, — 

Joint t! I. C. 1x1 further reference to the suggestions offered by 
— my Committee to improve the working of the Depart- 
ment, I have been directed to add that a direction 
should be given to the Department to devote a portion 
of the funds undter their control to training Irishmen 
for the more lucrative positions within their gift. 
My Committee recognise the good work which the De- 
partment have done, and are continuing to do, in 
training Irishmen for the positions of teachers in the 
various branches of technical instruction, but they 
think that they should go a step further and assist 
Irishmen to qualify for the higher Departmental 
posts. 


behalf before your Commission. I shall be glad to hear 
from you as to when evidence will be taken, and 
where. 

Yours, etc., 

J. T. Cabboll, Secretary. 

1. That the Agricultural Board should have the 
power to initiate questions for the consideration of 
the Department. 

2. Defective organisation, as shown by short notice, 
given to members of the County Council, practically 
excluding them from bringing forward any motion 
at the Council meeting. 

3. That the transactions of the Department and 
thte Board of Agriculture since last meeting of the 
Council of Agriculture, shall be communicated to the 
members of the Council of Agriculture at the same 
time that they receive the agenda for, and summonses 
for their next meeting. 

4. That a full statement, showing all details of ex- 
penditure, including salaries of officials, be given to 
the Council of Agriculture at least annually. 


Donegal County Committee of Agriculture. 


I am, etc. 

. J. M. Buckley, Secretary. 


Observations of Committee put in evidence by the n 
Right Revd. Monsignor McGlynn, p.p., v.g. (Q. 7185). u. oJa ^ 


County Coiuc Joint Technical Instbuction Com- 
mittee. 


Donegal County (Joint) Technical Instruction 
Committee. 


24th April, 1906. 

(1.) That the Department should provide a syllabus 
of work for every kind of instruction given within 
their jurisdiction, to be approved by the Committee 
and Department, and that copies of the respective 
syllabuses should be supplied to the teachers for adop- 
tion as the programme of the instruction to be carried 
out by them. 

(2.) That expert provincial organisers should be ap- 
pointed by the Department in the principal subjects 
of instruction given in each province. That these 
organisers be required, in addition to the work of 
organisation, to hold examinations at the end of each 
course of instruction to which their appointment 
would apply, and report the results to the Committees ; 
and also to report on the manner in which the courses 
were conducted, if the teacher had followed the pre- 
scribed programme, and on the quality and amount 
of knowledge imparted to the students. 

(3.) That in order to enable this County Committee 
to carry on the work of technical instruction and to 
develop same, a much large contribution than at 
present allowed from the Endowment Grant is re- 
quired. Representation to this effect having, been 
made to the Department, and they, whilst admitting 
that excellent work has been done by the Committee, 
have stated in reply that they are powerless to in- 
crease the present amount, this Committee now op- 
pea! to the Enquiry Committee to deal with their 
claim, and they wish it to be known that under the 
existing financial conditions they have had to reduce 
the expenditure on some beneficial portions of the 
scheme for the School Year 1906-7, and were compelled 
to dispense altogether with some sections which ex- 
isted in previous years owing to the want of funds. 

(4.) That in filling positions within the gift of the 
Department Irishmen should be appointed where 
Irishmen are qualified. ' 

J. M. Buckley, Secretary. 


County Cork Committee of Agriculture. 

Cork, June 2nd, 1906. 
SlEifr- • ,-i 

Replying to yours of 14th ult.; I- beg to state that the 
following observations were unanimously adopted at 
a meeting of my Committee held to-day, and two re- 
presentatives were appointed to give evidence on our 


Observations of Committee put in evidence by the Oo. Bone- 
Right Revd. Monsignor McGlynn, r.p., v.g. (Q. 7251). aai (Joint) 


County of Down, 

Courthouse, Downpatrick, 

10th May, 1906 

Sib, — 

At a meeting of the County Council of Down, held Down Co, 
on the 3rd May^ 1906, a representative Committee of Con ^ L 
six of its members was appointed to reply to the ~ 
letter of the 14th April, from the Department of Agri- 
culture and Technical instruction Inquiry Committee. 

_We, the County Council’s Committee consider it 
wiser to confine our observations so fas as possible to 
our own county. 

Our County Council in conjunction with the De- 
partment have at present seven itinerant instructors 
giving public lectures and visiting farms, cottages, 
and experimental stations over the entire county. 

The instructors lecture on agriculture, poultry, 
horticulture, arid bee-keeping, dairy instruction, 
manual instruction, domestic economy, and em- 
broidery. 

We, in conjunction with the Henry Trust have also 
an agricultural school at Downpatrick. 

Subsidies are given to district shows for cattle, 
horses, etc., and for agricultural produce. Premiums 
are given to encourage the best breeds of cattle and 
horses, to promote flax-growing and for the best kept 
small farms and cottage gardens. 

All these schemes are working admirably, and the 
prosperity of the county is being largely increased 
thereby. 

The cost for the present year will amount to about 
£4,400, more than half of which is provided by the 
Department, and the remainder by the County Coun- 
cil from the rates. 

We presume that all the other counties of Ireland 
are benefiting in a similar manner although some of 
them may not have taken as much advantage of the 
opportunity as County Down. 

The assistance which the Department is giving to 
the prosperity of the country, as a whole, is almost 
incalculable. 

The constitution of the Department, and the methods 
it has adopted in carrying out its projects have been 
admirably suited to this county, and, we would hope, 
to -all Ireland', and we cannot see that any changes, 
of any importance are necessary. The constitution ol 1 
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the Council of Agriculture, having two-thirds of 'its 
members elected by the County Councils, and one- 
third nominated by the Department, which supplies 
the funds, seems to us to be fair and reasonable, and 
the nominations of the Department, so far as they have 
■come under our notice, have been free from political 
and sectarian bias and founded only on merit. 

We cannot close this statement without offering our 
tribute of respect and admiration for the Department’s 
Vice-President, Sir Horace Plunkett, but for whose 
noble exertions there would have been no Department 
to-day. 

Many years ago his unceasing labours commenced 
for the Agricultural Organisation Society, which con- 
tinues to do excellent work. He founded the Recess 
■Committee, which brought the Department of Agri- 
•cultnre and Technical Instruction into existence. 

He has since laboured by day and by night with 
great ability to bring the Department into its present 
high sphere of usefulness, and in our opinion it would 
be a National calamity to remove him from his present 
position and replace him with a stranger to the work. 
The patriot who, while drawing his Departmental 
salary, hands every shilling of_ it over to his first 
■venture, the Agricultural Organisation Society, gives 
-one more signal proof of his devotion to his country 
and deserves the recognition of his labours which no 
fair-minded man can withhold from him. 

We have only to add that, in case the Committee 
•of Inquiry decide to receive evidence from County 
Councils, we trust that our Council will be given an 
■opportunity of being heard, 

John Johnston, 

Chairman of the Committee 

Robert MacIlwaine, 

Secretary to the Co. Council. 


.. Extract from the Minutes of a meeting of the Down 
County Council, held on 6th June, 1906 

"Special Committee appointed in the matter of the 

Departmental Committee on the Administration 

of the Department of Agriculture. 

The report of this Committee was submitted as fol- 

Your Committee beg to report that they held a meet- 
ing in the Central Hall, Rosemray-street, Belfast, on 
•the 9th May, 1906, when the Chairman of the Council, 
the Vice-Chairman of the Council, Messrs. Smyth, 
■Johnston, and M‘Evoy, were present. 

Mr. Johnston was moved to the chair. 

After considering the terms of reference of the Com- 
mittee, the accompanying circular, and the circum- 
stances generally in connection with the working of 
these Acts in the County of Down, a letter was drafted 
•and transmitted to the Secretary of the Inquiry Com- 
mittee detailing the work already done in the county, 
and the mode of procedure at present at work. 

The Committee expressed the opinion that the pros- 
perity and well-being of the county are deriving great 
advantage from the work now being done under the 
Agriculture and Technical Instruction Acts, and that 
the constitution of the Department and the methods 
-'it has adopted in carrying out the projects have been 
admirably suited to the County, and expressed their 
.-appreciation and respect for the head of the Depart- 
ment and his assiduous work. 

The letter also asked that, in case the Committee of 
Inquiry decide to receive evidence from County Coun- 
cils, Down County should be given an opportunity of 
"being heard. 

In reply on the 25th inst. , the Secretary to the Com- 
mittee stated that he would be glad to be informed 
as soon as possible whether the County Down decide 
to offer oral evidence in support of that contained 
in their letter, and, if so, ro forward the namtes of 
two or three gentlemen selected for this purpose, 
when, the place and date of such sitting will be com- 
municated. 

Your Committee have to ask ‘ the directions of 
the Council as regards this, and, if it be so decided, 
-that representatives be appointed, to attend and give 
■evidence. 


Moved; by Mr. O’Hare, seconded by Mr. M'Quaid, ^ 
and , . -— 

Resolved. — “ That the report of the Special Com- 
mittee ' appointed in the matter of the Department of 
Agriculture and Technical Instruction Inquiry Com- 
mittee, this day submitted, be received and adopted, 
and that the Chairman of the Council, the Vice-Chair- 
man of the Council, and Mr. John M'Evoy be nomin- 
ated to attend the sitting of the Committee to be held 
in Belfast, and give evidence on behalf of the County 
Council.” 


Down County Committee of Agriculture and 
Technical Instruction. 

Observations of Committee, put in evidence by Mr. Oo. Down 
A. Robb, j.p. (Q. 9140). O.otA.A 


Dublin County Council, 

Dublin, 2nd June, 1906. 

Statement of County Council, in reply to letter from Dublin Oo 
Committee of Inquiry, re Department of Agricul- ° QUPciL 
ture and Technical Instruction for Ireland. 

Having regard to the fact that the Department costs 
the country about £500,000 a year for salaries, endow- 
ment fund, premises, etc., the results bear an absurd 
proportion to the expenditure. 

The Act was passed - on the understanding that the 
head of the Department should be a "Minister of 
Agriculture and Industries, responsible to Parliament,” 
and this undertaking should be carried out. 

The Councils and Boards of Agriculture and Techni- 
cal Instruction have only advisory powers, and one- 
third of the members are appointed by the Department. 

These bodies should be elected ; and any decision 
come to by, say a two-thirds majority of the whole, 
should be given effect to by the department. 

The Southern woollen and other industries were 
stamped out by Act of Parliament ; and some Ulster 
industries, such as linen, were reared on Government 
bounties. 

The Department’s aid has only been given to petty 
undertakings — such as jam, straw-hat, and lace-making 
— instead of to the production of articles in general 
demand. 

The Department gives scholarships at the Model 
Farm ; but the terms of such are that only the least 
desirable class of farmers’ sons take up these scholar- 
ships, while many of the places go to undesirable 
English and Scotch youths. 

A scholarship should be of snob value as to attract 
better-class students. 

Veterinary Branch. 

This branch is ruled by laymen, who have no ex- 
perience. of veterinary practice or live-stock commerce. 

They allowed epizootic lymphangitis and glanders to be 
introduced to this country. Their interference with 
the swine trade has been the main cause of reducing 
the number of pigs in Ireland by about 200,000. Ex- 
port trade in pigs has been destroyed by restrictions 
placed by the English Board, who disapproved of the 
Irish. Department’s way of combating swine fever. 

The Order of the Department has almost ruined the 
Dublin Pig Market, there being now nearly 1,000 
animals less per month than formerly. 

Many recent questions in Parliament show clearly 
■that this branch is in a state of internecine contention 
which obstructs its work. 

Local authorities, have to raise fund® for the Depart- 
ment by a rate of i d. to id. in the £ on all Ireland ; 
and out of this they only get half the salaries paid their 
veterinary officers. The local authorities send thedr 
veterinary inspectors to inspect cases of glanders, eto., 
when reported, and the Department send theirs. Why 
this dual control ; and why do not local authorities 
get the full salaries paid their officers ? 

The Relations of the Department to Local Statutory 
Bodies. 

. Correspondence with the Department is painful, 
though- private parties feel it most. This Council’s 
Agricultural and Technical Instruction Committee 
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Ajprnde waited a full year for approval or amendment of a 
__ ' county scheme which they had' submitted to the De- 
partment, but no reply ever came. 

They were, in the seoond year of their existence, 
refused permission to fix an inclusive salary of about 
£100 a year for their .secretary, although they pointed 
out emphatically that in their experience the plan of 
giving a smaller salary, with railway fare and other 
expenses, was not at all satisfactory. 

This kind of intermeddling with local Committees in 
matters of detail has had a very damaging effect, and 
has produced great dissatisfaction with, and distrust 
of, the Department. 

The method of making appointments in the Depart- 
ment itself has been questioned by local bodies all 
through. The Department is overmanned. The staff 
should be taken individually, and the salary and duties 
of each gone into. 

The County Council would call attention to the 
almost complete disregard of resolutions passed by, 
and decisions arrived at by, the County Committee. 
This Committee is composed of members, who give 
their time gratuitously and willingly; who represent 
the various districts of the county ; who are intimately 
associated with the needs and requirements of their 
districts ; and who unite in suggestions and proposals 
having regard to the betterment of their districts. 
Their views are those of men on the spot, who see what 
is wanted, and who live amongst the people ; yet their 
opinions are ignored by officials, who, to save them- 
selves trouble, endeavour to make a scheme for the 
whole country apply to each and every county, irres- 
pective of the special wants of any one county! 

In short, there is want of appreciation of work done 
by those who are not officials ; and' on the part of those 
who are officials there is a lack of sympathy towards 
local efforts. From such efforts much good may oome, 
by fostering and by leading to better, .but not by cen- 
sure and Captious criticism, which have provoked 
general apathy and paralysis. 

In corroboration we cite some few cases. 

The surcharge of three of the County Committee, and 
consequent police court proceedings, arising out of an 
equitable payment to a stallion owner. In this case 
there was no question or doubt as to the due perform- 
ance of the contract — such was sworn to both by the 
owner of the stallion and by the owner of the mare in 
question ; yet because tickets, sworn to as having been 
posted, and also sworn to as not having been delivered 
bjr the postal authorities, were not produced, the Com- 
mittee were refused permission to pay. 

Poultry Scheme . — A lengthy and most careful trial 
waa given to this scheme, as drawn up the Department, 
and applicable to the country generally. It was clearly 
demonstrated by figures, and by results visible to any 
person in the rural districts of this county, that the 
egg distribution stations, which from a part of the 
scheme, were beneficial, and in every way suitable to 
this county. It was likewise demonstrated by figures, 
and confirmed by the unanimous opinion of our mem- 
bers, who we repeat, represent all parts of the county, 
that the lectures on poultry-rearing given at fixed cen- 
tres, m accordance with the details of the Department’s 
scheme, were not received in such a manner as to in 
even the smallest degree, warrant the expenditure of 
public money. In disregard of the opinion of those who 
had ocular proof of the failure of the lectures, and who 
had similar proof of the good arising from the egc- 
distnbutmg stations, the Department declined to 
modify the general scheme in such a way as to adapt 
it to the needs of the county. In other words, since 
we will not spend public money on what has proved to 
be a failure, we may not spend it upon what has 
proved a success. 

L oml Industries.— The fostering of local industries 
to ,£, e t!le object of the Department and its 
officmls The contrary is the case. In confirmation of 
tins statement reference may be mad© to the crochet 
lace-making at Baldoyle, which was subsidised by the 
County Committee ; yet, as a result of irksome and 
vexatious inspection, the managers were forced, even 
at the loss of monetary aid, to free themselves from 
such interference. 

the laoe classes established at 
Jiowth, the managers have been subjected to vexatious 
inspection and unjust criticisni. At the same place the 
V: aid .^ x ®«P ect of an instructress in crochet is 
withheid. Why? Because the teacher, who had 
taught the class to make lace which is admittedly of 
the first quality, and for which high prices are obtained 


from a Paris house, does not meet with the approval 
of the Department’s inspector or expert. In this con- 
nection it may not be amiss to mention that the teacher 
referred to has on two occasions submitted samples for 
the approval of the expert of the Department. It has 
been always understood that the expert is unaware 
whence the samples come or by whom worked. How- 
ever, both submitted samples have been rejected, yet 
the seeker for official recognition is told that, as com- 
pared with her previous efforts, the samples submitted 
on the second occasion show improvement. 

Inspectors should assist our instructors to carry out 
their duties, etc. Their chief desire, however, has been 
to carp and criticise in such a manner as to become a 
hindrance instead of a stimulus to effective working 
and development. The marking of a register, upon 
which nothing of value depends, often appears to be 
of more moment than the object for which the classes 
are held. 

We are of opinion that the work of domestic economy 
instruction by means of itinerant lectures would do 
more good and he more lasting in its results were it 
given to young people instead of as at present. 

The lessons of cleanliness, hygiene, cookery, etc., 
should be taught to the school-children, and form a 
part of school routine. 

R. T. Blackburne, Secretary. 


Ennxscorthv Urban District CoLTN'CII,. 

Enniscorthy, 14fft May, 1906. 

SlE, — 

I enclose herewith replies of my Council re Inquiry . 
into the working of the Technical Instruction Depart- conhy 
ment. a. D.o. 

Tours, etc., 

P. J. Shaw, 

Clerk to Council. 

The provisions of the Agriculture and Technical In- 
struction Act (Ireland), 1899, have not, in our opinion, 
been proved to be suitable to the conditions of Ireland. 

The provisions of the Act are good in themselves, but 
they postulate a condition of things which does not 
exist in Ireland, and cannot exist for many years yet, 
no matter what progress the country may make. 

In our opinion the Act was granted without giving 
due consideration to the poverty of Ireland and to the 
difficulty of establishing manufactures, or even keeping 
up old manufactories, in a country from which trad© 
has been diverted for many years, and which has to 
compete with rivals in every way more powerful. We, 
therefore, consider that the provisions of the Act, 
though good in themselves, insufficient to meet the 
needs of this country, and that this applies with special- 
force to those provisions which have reference to Tech- 
nical Education. We are further of opinion that the 
scope of the Act is altogether too narrow. It aims at 
education only; but education without workshops, 
without money, and the other conditions of its success- 
ful employment is no remedy for the absence of in- 
dustries and manufactories, hence we think that the 
powers of the Department should be enlarged, and its 
funds increased, that it might thus he able to give 
more direct and immediate assistance to the industries 
and manufactories of the country. For instance, to 
give loans, at low interest, for starting or developing 
industries which promise success for the training of 
foremen and other factory hands in new processes, for 
the purchase of new machinery, and for all kindred 
purposes. We think that manufactories which have, 
to a considerable extent, been killed by statute should 
have been treated with more liberality than the pro- 
visions of this Act permit. 


Enniscorthy Urban District Technical Instruc- 
tion Committee. 

Enniscortht, 14fA May, 1906. 

(1.) The provisions of the Agriculture and Techni- 
cal Instruction (Ireland) Act, 1899, have not, in our u. t. 1 . 0 . 
opinion, been proved to be suitable to the conditions — 
of Ireland. The provisions of the Act are good in 
themselves, but they postulate a condition of things 
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■which does not exist in Ireland, and cannot exist for 
many years yet, no matter what progress the country 
may make. In our opinion the Act was granted with- 
out giving due consideration to the poverty of Ireland, 
and to the difficulty of establishing manufactories or 
even keeping up old manufactories in a country from 
which trade has been diverted for many years, and 
which has to compete with rivals in every way more 
powerful. We therefore consider that the provisions 
of the Act, though good in themselves, insufficient to 
meet the needs of this country, and that this applies 
with special force to those provisions which have refer- 
ence to ‘technical education. We are further of 
opinion that the scope of the Act is altogether too 
narrow. It aims at education only, but education 
without workshops, without money, and the other con- 
ditions of its successful employment is no remedy for 
the absence of industries and manufactories, hence, 
we think that the powers of the Department should be 
enlarged and its funds increased that it might thus 
be able to give more direct and immediate assistance 
to the industries and manufactories of the country; 
for instance, to give loans at low interest for starting 
or developing industries which promise, success; for 
the training of foremen and other factory hands in 
new processes, for the purchase of new machinery, and 
for all kindred purposes. We think that manufac- 
tories which have, to a considerable extent, been 
killed by statute should have been treated with more 
liberality than the provisions of this Act permit. 

(2.) We are of opinion also that provisions of the 
Act have been drawn up without considering suffi- 
ciently the difference between the position of agriculture 
and that of the trades and arts in Ireland. On agricul- 
ture depends the welfare of the vast majority of the 
people of Ireland, and in agriculture the knowledge of the 
schools may be translated into practice on every farm 
and garden. Wo therefore note with dissatisfaction 
that the funds placed at the disposal of the Depart- 
ment for agricultural purposes are not commensurate 
with the importance of the industry or the immediate- 
ness of the results to be derived from this application 
of such funds. We beg to direct attention also to 
the gap which exists between the education received 
in the Primary schools and that provided by this 
action agriculture and though to a less extent in 
domestic economy there is absolutely no education 
■given in the Primary schools in agriculture or horti- 
culture, and the pupils leave school without having 
any knowledge of the new subjects, by proficiency in 
which they, for the most part, expect to gain their 
livelihood, hence the labourers plots are, as a rule, 
•cultivated badly, and lectures on agriculture or horti- 
culture and domestic economy do not receive the atten- 
tion they deserve. We consider that school gardens 
should be established throughout the country, in which 
the children should receive a knowledge of elementary 
agriculture and horticulture, and that immediate 
steps should be taken to instruct the children in 
hygiene and domestic economy. We have no doubt 
that the co-operation between the N ational Board and 
the Department would, with a trifling expenditure 
from Imperial sources, remedy this glaring defect in 
•our Primary schools and would do something to render 
the lectures given by the Department’s teachers more 
popular and serviceable. With regard to the Consul- 
tation Committee of Education, we regard it as a body 
incapable, from the small number of its members, of 
•discharging the very important duty committed to it, 
namely, that co-ordinating educational administration. 
The Committee consists of only five members, and has 
•“ no powers^ no funds, no offices,” and seems to have 
exercised but little influence in bringing about the ob- 
ject for which it exists. It is also objectionable from 
the point of view of popular representation, and on that 
account may be wanting in practical experience of the 
very difficulties which it was called into existence to 
solve. We note with regret that in the central schools 
established under the Department no provision has 
been made for fostering the spirit of patriotism, a 
factor of success to which is attributed by many the 
industrial progress of Denmark and other countries. 
We regard National spirit as an asset of immense 
importance in the commercial and industrial life of 
a small and struggling country like ours, and we trust 
the Department will make the curriculum and' spirit 
tof. their schools thoroughly Irish. 

P. J. Shaw, Secretary. 


County Fermanagh Committee of Agriculture and ■ 

Technical Instruction, — 

Enniskillen, 16th, May, 1906. 

Sis, — 

In compliance with your letter dated 14th ult., en- Fei-ma- 
dosing a number of queries relating to matters con- nueh Oo. 
nected with the Department of Agriculture and Tech- rf; A ' * 
nical Instruction for Ireland, my Committee, at a ' — 

Special Meeting convened for the purpose of consider- 
ing and answering these queries directed me to tran- 
mit to you the following replies: — 

Question. — Whether the provisions of the Agricul- 
ture and Technical Instruction (Ireland) Act, 1899, 
constituting the Department and the methods which 
the Department has followed in carrying out these 
provisions has been shown by experience to be well 
suited to the conditions of Ireland. 

Answer — Our answer is in the affirmative. 

Question. — As to the relations of the Department 
to local Statutory Bodies. 

Answer. — Our experience is satisfactory. 

Question. — As to the relations of the Department to 
the Council of Agriculture, the Agricultural Board, 
and the Board of Technical Instruction. 

Answer. — The information at our disposal is not 
sufficient to enable us to give any opinion. 

Question. — As to the funds at its disposal, and the 
modes of employing them. 

Answer. — The funds available are wholly insufficient 
for doing more than pioneer work, among other things 
there is urgent need for an institute for training 
teachers. Our experience being, that we have found 
great difficulty in obtaining the required number of 
sufficiently trained teachers to carry out our schemes. 

We are of opinion that the time has come when con- 
siderable economy oould be effected by reducing the 
expenditure on central administration. It is also 
our opinion that a grant should be devoted to the 
cultivation and development of fresh-water fishing. 

Question. — As to its position in regard to other De- 
partments, especially those charged with educational 
functions. 

Answer. — We believe the hope for technical educa- 
tion in this country lies in giving a more practical 
character to the education given in Primary schools 
and introducing in them technical education for the 
more advanced pupils. For this purpose we recom- 
mend co-ordination among all the Boards for educa- 
tional purposes in this country. 

W. H. West, Secretary. 

County Fermanagh Committee of Agriculture and 
Technical Instruction, 

Ennskillen, 16th May, 1906. 

Sir, — 

In compliance with your letter dated 14th ult., 
enclosing a number of queries relating to matters con- o.of A.-.& 

nected with the Department of Agriculture and Tech- T -I 

nical Instruction for Ireland, the Agricultural 
Committee, at a Special Meeting convened for the 
purpose of considering and answering these queries, 
directed me to transmit to you the following replies:— 

(1.) Question. — Whether the provisions of the Agri- 
culture and Technical Instruction (Ireland) Act, con- 
stituting the Department and the> methods which the 
Department has followed in carrying out these pro- 
visions has been shown by experience to be well suited 
tp the conditions of Ireland. 

Answer. — Yes. 

(2.) Question.— As to the relations of the Depart- 
ment 'to local Statutory Bodies. 

Answer. — The relations with this Committee has 
been fairly satisfactory. 

(3.) Question. — As to the relations of the Depart- 
ment to the Council of Agriculture, &c. 

Answer. — Our information is not sufficient to answer 
this question. 

(4.) Question. — As to the funds at its disposal, and 
the modes of employing them. 

Ansioer. — In our opinion the time has come when 
economy in administrative expenses might well be in- 
troduced. A complete audited account of all ex- 
penditure might be published immediately after the 
end of- each .year. Provision should be made for in- 
troducing premium animals into the poorer districts, r 
our experience being that it is impossible to get persoiis 
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Apebndk w ith sufficient means in these districts to purchase 
L3 ~ V ' premium animals, consequently they derive little bene- 
fit from cattle and swine-breeding schemes. 

General. 

We consider there is a great necessity for practical 
teaching in agricultural subjects. The time when any 
further benefit can be derived from pioneer lectures 
has come to an end, and should give place to courses 
of instruction of a practical character in convenient 
centres. 

W. H. West, Secretary. 


County or Galway County Council. 

Secretary's Office, Galway. 

21st May, 1906. 

Sin, — _ 

, I am directed by the Galway County Council to 

o. ounu . £ riansm ^ y OU the accompanying copy of a Resolution 
passed by them at their meeting held on the 15th 
instant. 

I am, etc., 

W. G. Seymour, Secretary. 

“That this Council is of opinion that the present 
Government, in view of the Enquiry into the working 
of the Agricultural and Technical Instruction Depart- 
ment has an excellent opportunity of placing the sea 
fisheries on a popularly sound and practical basis 
by appointing a Representative Fishery Board as in 
Scotland, with thoroughly competent and practical 
experts as instructors, and establishing a Government 
Brand for mackerel and herrings, which lias proved of 
such great advantage to Scotland and its herring 
fishery, and so often asked for by smaller merchants 
engaged in fish-curing in this country.” 


Galway Ueban Technical Instruction Committee, 
Galway, June 25th, 1906. 

Sir, — 

Galway In reply to your letter of 14th April, I append a 
U. T. L 0. draft of the points upon which my Committee desire 
to give evidence before your Committee, viz. : — 

1. Necessity for building funds. 

2. Local Committees to include persons of special 
qualifications. 

3. Local Committees to include a Ladies’ Committee 
for the domestic side. 

4. Insufficiency of sum allocated to the district. 

5. Necessity for instruction in hygiene and first aid 
to the injured. 

6. Necessity for providing adequate preparation dur- 
ing their school years for boys about to be apprenticed 
to trades. 

7. Undue interference of Department with the 
schemes drawn up by Local Committees. 

8. Necessity for a fund for fostering industries. 

9. Development of fishing industry. 

10. System of inspection calculated to diminish the 
respect of students for teachers. 

11. Desirability of providing means to compel the 
attendance of apprentices at technical classes. 

12. Necessity for scholarships with ample mainten- 
ance allowance to enable certain boys from National 
schools to attend, day technical schools. 

13. The provision of day technical schools for such 
boys. 

I shall be glad to know on what day and at what 
hour the members of my Committee appointed to give 
evidence will be required to appear before your Com- 
mittee, which, I understand, will be in Galway in 
a short time. 

Yours, etc., 

Clement J. Leaper, Secretary. 


Holywood Urban Technical Instruction Ook- 
mittee. 

„ , . Observations of Committee put in evidence by Mr. 

vita R. P»tto«or ... 1 . (Q. 8904.) 


County Kildare Committee op Agriculture, 

Naas, 20t?t June, 1906. 

Sir, — ... 

In reply to yours of 14th April, inviting any ob- Kildare 
servations in writing which the Committee might wish Co - a of a. 
to offer upon the questions referred to the Depart- 
ment of Agriculture and Technical Instruction In- 
quiry Committee, the following Resolution has been 
adopted by my Committee on the subject : — 

“ The Committee of Agriculture for the County Kil- 
dare place entire confidence in their Chairman’s action 
as member of the Government Departmental Com- 
mittee now sitting, and desire, in advance, to support 
unreservedly his well-known views on the subject in 
question in the conviction that he will interpret cor- 
rectly the opinions of this Committee.” 

YourS, etc., 

John Shiel. 


County Kildare Joint Technical Instruction Com- 
mittee. 

Naas, 10t7i July, 1906 

Sir, — 

I am instructed to forward to you. for the informa- Go. KUdira 
tion of the Departmental Inquiry Committee, certain J? !nt L 
observations of the County Kildare Joint Committee u . 
for Technical Instruction, as follows: — 

(a.) The allocated amount for the purpose of Tech- 
cal Instruction in Ireland is totally inadequate, the 
desired amendment is an endowment, which will in- 
crease in keeping with the growth of technical instruc- 
tion. 

(6.) The establishment of a system by which the 
pupils of Primary schools may have the advantages 
of attending, during school hours, classes working 
under the technical scheme of the county ; and further, 
the co-ordination of primary and technical education 
is considered necessary for the advancement of educa- 
tion generally, and to this end the efforts of tlie De- 
partment should be directed. 

(c.) The absence of any provision for building pur- 
oses is fatal to the advancement of technical educa- 
tion. A system of grants for the building of technical 
schools in suitable centres, is considered necessary ; 
such a system should be retrospective, as schemes of 
technical instruction have suffered greatly in the past, 
owing to the necessity of devoting a considerable por- 
tion of the limited funds at the disposal of the Com- 
mittee, for building purposes. This Committee is 
unanimously of opinion that the Department 
should take steps to have their funds and powers ex- 
tended in the direction of providing such instruction 
as will train hands for suitable industries, and that 
the Department should be supplied with experts — the 
best obtainable — for the advising of those about to 
establish local industries. While devoting attention 
to the establishment of suitable industries, the Depart- 
ment should be in a position to give the necessary ad- 
vice, so as to enable the producer to reach the best 
markets. 

Yours^ etc., 

Albert L. Favell. 

Organising Secretary. 


County Kilkenny Committee of Agriculture and 
Technical Instruction. 

Minutes of Special Meeting held 14th May, 1906. 

The business of the meeting was to consider theOo.Kll- 
working of the Technical Education Act in Ireland 
and to make observations to be forwarded in writing — • 

to tlie Committee of Inquiry now being held. 

After some discussion the following observations 
were framed and ordered to be forwarded to the Com- 
mittee. 

1 I- — Personnel of the Commission of Inquiry. 

We regret to find that the elected bodies are not 
sufficiently represented in the Commission of Inquiry, 
and we fear that, consequently, their report will not 
carry much weight with popular opinion. 
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IT. — Defects of the Act. ' 

One of the most serious defects in the Act constitut- 
ing the Department of Agriculture and Technical In- 
struction, as disclosed by the experience of the last 
five years, is the absence - of any popular influence or 
control over the practical working of the Act. To 
remedy this defect it is suggested that, the administra- 
tion of the Act be entrusted to the Vice-President ap- 
pointed by the Government for the time being, and 
four Commissioners, one for each Provinoe, elected in 
such manner as may be devised by the County Coun- 
cils and County Boroughs of each Province. The 
Commissioners should hold office for a period of, say, 
five years, and be provided with a suitable salary. 

III. — Advisory Bodies. 

The present system by which the Advisory Bodies 
have only the power of veto greatly hampers their 
usefulness, and does not give them that power of 
shaping the policy of the Department to the extent 
to which their representative character entitles them. 
We consider it essential to the successful working of 
the scheme that these bodies should possess the power 
of initiation as well as the the power of veto. 


VI. (b ) — Co-ordination of ’'Education. Ap pgtro n: 

That this Committee think it desirable that an ar- — 
rangement be made between the Department of Tech- 
nical Instruction and the National Commissioners 
of Education, by which the services of instructors and 
the use of the rooms and equipment under the control 
of Technical Committees in distriefts where technical 
schools exist, may be utilised for the systematic and 
compulsory teaching of the children in the Upper 
Standards of Primary schools under the Commis- 
sioners, of the following subjects : — 

Manual instruction in woodwork. 

Drawing. 

Cookery. 

Laundry-work. 

We believe that such an arrangement would be of 
great advantage to the home life of the girls, and would 
bring to the surface, and increase the ability of those 
boys who are likely to make good craftsmen ; and also 
that it would arouse interest and have a beneficial 
effect on technical work generally. 

The proportion of cost should be a matter of agree- 
ment between the Department and the Commis- 
sioners. 


IV. — Funds. 

The funds available for technical instruction are 
totally inadequate to the needs of the country, and it 
is not possible to introduce any effective scheme of 
technical instruction on such slender resources. 

It is also desired that the system of finance should 
be more elastic, that a rigid system based on popula- 
tion alone, while facilitating the task of administra- 
tion, carries with it the grave defect of giving the 
larger share to places least in need of outside assis- 
tance and of withholding substantial help to localities 
whose need is greatest, and whose resources are very 
small. 

A radical blot in the system is the failure to supply 
funds to erect suitable buildings. 


V. — Industries. 

The creation and fostering of Irish industries was 
one of the three important functions entrusted to the 
Department. We regret to say that in this very im- 
portant branch the results are very disappointing. 
Without entering into the disputed question of the 
advisability of providing technical schools before 
creating industries or of creating industries before 
providing technical schools, we take the liberty of 
pointing out that, technical training in a locality 
where there are few or no industries, to employ the 
trained hands, must lead to further emigration, and, 
consequently, from the point of view of the true 
interest of Ireland, such a system inevitably tends to 
still further impoverish the country. We consider, 
therefore, that, as the revival of Irish industries is of 
vital importance to stop the drain of emigration and 
to secure a satisfactory return for the large expendi- 
ture on technical instruction during the last six years, 
and as the lack of trained hands is a serious embarrass- 
ment to those who attempt to revive industries!, the 
Department should use their powers to the fullest 
extent in giving such technical instruction as will 
train hands for industrial work which already exists, or 
which is being promoted in the different localities, and 
that if these powers are not found to be sufficient, 
steps should be taken to get there extended. We also 
think that anyone who wishes to consult the true 
interests of Ireland will find ai difficulty in seeing a 
difference in principle from a commercial point of 
view in procuring trained labour for what are called 
agricultural industries as distinguished from factory 
industries. 

VI. (a.) — Education. 

As the education of the adults of the present genera- 
tion was not calculated to enable them to appreciate 
fully the instruction given by the Technical and Agri- 
cultural Instructors, or to carry it out in practice, 
we t.hi nk it advisable that some effort should be made 
to reach people of a younger age than the present 
system of Agricultural and Technical Instruction per- 
mits. In this respect we urge the importance of 
modifying the system of instruction in the direction of 
technical education in the National schools so as to 
enable the pupils on leaving these schools to take full 
advantage of the technical schools and agricultural 
instruction. 


VII. — Experts in Industries. 

Owing to the increasing interest taken in Irish 
manufactures and the efforts now being made to re- 
vive decayed, and expand existing industries, we deem 
it advisable for the Department to secure the ser- 
vices of first-rate experts in the different industries 
that there is a reasonable hope of reviving in Ireland. 

VIII. — Departmental Advice. 

That we welcome every assistance from the Depart- 
ment through its representatives in the formation of 
schemes; but that the local Committees are in m&ny 
ways in the position of knowing the wants of the 
district better than any experts not so acquainted, 
and we are of opinion that consultation should be 
understood to be the instruction given to such repre- 
sentatives of the Department. 

G. T. Phillips, Secretary. 

Approved by Coun'ty Kilkenny Committee of Agri- 
culture at meeting held 14th May, 1906. 

T. Drew, Secretary. 


King’s County Joint Technical Committee and 
King’s County Agricultural Committee. 

Tullamore, 15t7i May, 1906. 

Replies of King’s County Joint Technical Com- Kine’a Co. 
mittee and King’s County Agricultural Committee to ?. 
queries of Departmental Inquiry Committee. — 

Committees believe that some extension of popular 
control is necessary if the movement is to be propor- 
tionately successful to what it has been in other 
countries. 

They do not regard the one-man Department system 
as ideal. 

They believe that the Department proper should 
consist of four or five specially-qualified officials 
elected by, and responsible to, a body representative of 
the Irish County Councils, which body should have 
the power of veto similar to that possessed by the Board 
of Agriculture and the Board of Technical Instruc- 
tion. . . 

They consider that a Central Bureau of Informa- 
tion on industries should be formed within, and to 
work in conjunction with, the Department. 

They consider that the practice of conducting ex- 
periments of any kind in any county, although not 
within the scope of the Committee proper, without 
consulting or advising the particular Committee, is not 
the right or most effective method, for instance, the 
tobacco and barley-growing experiments in King’s 
County. 

They are of opinion that the Central Council and 
Board are practically useless bodies, inasmuch as they, 
have no powers of initiative. 

That the funds are entirely insufficient under either 
head for the work, and for what might be done, that 
O 
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Appendix technical schools (regular and complete) should be at 
work in every urban centre in the country and that 
at least one Central Agricultural College should be 
established in every county. 

That some efforts should be made to give an agri- 
cultural education to the youth attending schools in 
rural districts by having the teachers qualified and 
demonstration plots attached. 

That there should be a building fund and allowances 
therefrom made retrospective so as to cover cost of 
technical schools built since initiation of Act. 

E. J. Delahunty, Secretary. 


Reply of the Municipal Technical Committee of 
the County Borough oe Limerick to the Queries of 
the Committee of Inquiry into the working of the De- 
partment of Agriculture and Technical Instruction for 
Ireland. 

limeriok First : — Speaking broadly, our relations with the De- 

County partment have been in the main very satisfactory. 

O°of " e ka-ve seldom had difficulty in securing approval 

— 1 ' for our proposals, and in connection with the actual 
working of our classes the inspectors of the Department 
have been quite reasonable and very helpful. 

Second: — We regret to say that we have not been 
equally satisfied with the methods of the inspectors in 
a number of matters concerning what we may call the 
general policy of our work, that is its suitability to 
local needs. On such points we venture to think that 
we are far better judges than the inspectors, whose 
qualifications are usually of the most narrow type, 
who visit Limerick only occasionally, and who have 
been very frequently changed ; but at the same time 
we should gladly welcome the expression of their 
opinions ana carefully weigh their arguments as im- 
portant factors in helping us to a decision, provided 
these opinions and arguments were put before us openly 
and without prejudice. What we think very objec- 
tionable is that inspectors should endeavour to force 
their views on ns indirectly by influencing officers of 
ours on whose advice we place considerable reliance. 
We have been very fortunate in our chief officers, and 
is is in no sense, not the very slightest, of disparage- 
ment of them, that we point out that they have all 
been strangers to Limerick, and that, from the very 
nature of their position, it is impossible, either in 
Limerick or elsewhere, that they could deal with the 
Department’s inspectors on such terms of perfect 
equality and independence as could alone secure the 
satisfactory discussion of questions of policy. It is 
unfair that these gentlemen should be forced into posi- 
tions which sometimes wear the appearance of dis- 
loyally to their own Committees. 

In this matter of suiting the work to local needs, if 
anywhere, the local Committees should have a large 
independence, and in our opinion the Department’s 
functions should be confined to advice openly given 
that it may be fairly considered, with, of course, the 
statutory control of expenditure. 

How far the Department is responsible for this 
policy, which seems to be almost a fixed one with the 
inspectors, we are unable to say, but grave suspicions 
were aroused a couple of years ago when the Depart- 
ment summoned all the Principals of technical schools 
to a private conference over the heads of the Com- 
mittees, and without their knowledge. 

Third: — In the matter of money grants, we beg to 
point out that, alb the present moment we axe working 
a. scheme with full approval of the Department, which 
is costing us upwards of £500 over our income, and, 
m addition, exceptional expenditure for this year of 
some £600. This peculiar state of affairs is largely 
due to the withdrawal of the Equivalent Grant, and 
“ not remedied by providing us with funds', we 
shall have to sacrifice about one-fourth of the work 
we are actually doing. 

We are far from wishing 1 to suggest that ‘the De- 
partment would not make a wise use of any discretion 
allowed it in the disposal of additional funds, but we 
would urge the Committee to consider carefully whether 
m is m accordance with the spirit of the Act of 1899 
that the Department should have any financial hold 
on the local Committees beyond the power of vetoing 
expenditure of which the Department does not 
prove. 


ap- 


We were of opinion that the very charter of our 
rights, the very life of our independence, was our 
automatic right to certain monies on the fulfilment, 
to the satisfaction of the Department, of the condi- 
tions prescribed. For some years we unhesitatingly 
believed that the sole right of initiative in drafting 
or amending a scheme rested with ns, and that the 
Depai-tment’s functions were advice, and, if necessary, 
veto. Now, however, the Equivalent Grant which was 
automatically earned, is withdrawn, and Mr. Wynd- 
ham replaced it by placing at the disposal of the De- 
partment a lump sum of £7,000 a year on such terms 
as enable that body to dictate in detail to the local 
Committees what they must do if they are to be pre- 
served from bankruptcy or extinction. Mr. Wyndham 
must have been strangely forgetful of the Act of 1899 
when he drove a coach-and-four through it in that 
fashion. 

Mr. Wyndham’s £7,000 a year is not enough, but 
that sum, and all additional funds devoted to the pro- 
motion of technical instruction in Ireland, ought to 
be allocated in such a way as will not kill the interest 
of local bodies by depriving them of the dignity and 
importance with which they were invested by the Act 
of 1899 as independent and responsible authorities; 
and reducing them to mere machines for carrying out 
the directions of the Department. 

In this connection we would point out to the Com- 
mittee that the numerical basis of population is not a 
satisfactory ground for the allocation of funds between 
urban centres. It may do as a rough basis, but it 
should be subject to considerable modification, as a 
moment’s consideration will show that it would be 
absurd to hold that a town of 40,000 inhabitants needs 
twice the endowment for technical instruction of a 
town of 20,000. Much would depend on local indus- 
trial circumstances, but it would be difficult to con- 
ceive circumstances in which the larger town, on the 
mere score of population, would require double the 
endowment of the smaller. 

Fourth: — Coining to the question of suitable build- 
ings, we are of opinion that the provision of such 
buildings from public funds is the natural and neces- 
sary complement of the Act of 1899. Whatever hesi- 
tation the Government of that day may have felt either 
on account of the risk of putting up expensive build- 
ings that might not be fully utilised, or through a 
mistaken idea that the sum of £55,000 might be suffi- 
cient for buildings as well as for the work carried on 
in them, has no longer any foundation. Tho very 
considerable success which has attended technical in- 
struction, especially in the larger urban centres, 
urgently demands the provision of suitable buildings, 
and guarantees that they will be fully employed, and 
that same success shows, as a fact of experience, that 
the funds already provided leave no margin whatever 
to the local Committees for building purposes. The 
evidence on these points roust be so abundant that we 
do not wish to lengthen this statement by any special 
details regarding Limerick. 

Fifth : — We refrain from mentioning minor details 
of friction with the Department as we have no desire 
to indulge in carping criticism, and we fully recognise 
that it would be impossible to avoid all friction in 
the early stages of so large and complex a work as the 
Department undertook. Indeed we think it only fair 
to add that we have, speaking generally, found the 
Department most reasonable and friendly, and the 
we ma ^ e our views is intended to help 
^ e P a,r ^ rnen ^ an _d to prevent causes of friction 
which, through striking at the very foundations of 
our independence, might lead to serious conflict. 

, , , Andrew Murphy, Chairman. 

May 8th, 1906. 


Report unanimously adopted by the Lisburn Urban Lisburn 
District Council on 7th June, 1906, regarding the u. D. U 
Board of Agriculture and Technical Instruction. '• 

By moans of this Board we find a system of instruc- 
tion open to the public generally for the better man- 
agement of agriculture, poultry, horticulture, and 
bee-keeping, a course of manual instruction, and a 
means of studying domestic economy, which we believe 
cannot fail to be of the highest value to the country.' 

We believe all these schemes are working admirably, 
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derry Co. 
Council. 


and we look -upon the Board as the source which we 
have to thank for these developments, which we believe 
to be the best means of bringing prosperity to the 
country. 

We believe that the Technical College in Belfast 
will be as beneficial to the commercial side of life, 
as the above-mentioned instructions have been to the 
agricultural side. 

It is with grave apprehension that we hear rumours 
of alteration in the Board, or workings of 
the Board, as we fear that such alteration! 
may diminish what up to now has been a source 
of the greatest active good!, and we believe it would 
be nothing short of a calamity, to say nothing of an 
actual ingratitude, should anything be done, which 
would in any way damp the ardour, which the Presi- 
dent of the Department, Sir Horace Plunkett, has 
shown hitherto in the work. 

The Urban Council of Lisburn, being so close to 
Belfast^ did not think it advisable to take advantage of 
the grant for the establishment of a school, but we 
believe that it will be admitted generally that the 
Board, as at present constituted, is doing excellent 
work. 


Londonderry County Council. 

Copy Extract from Minutes of proceedings of County 
Council at meeting held on the 6th day of June, 1906. 

The following Report of a Sub-Committee appointed 
to consider Circular letter from the Committee ap- 
pointed to inquire into the working of the Department 
of Agriculture and Technical Instruction for Ireland 
was taken as read, each member having received a 


Gentlemen, — 

A meeting of your Sub-Committee was held at 
Coleraine Courthouse on Saturday, the 19th May, at 
1.30 o’clock, p.m. 

Members present — Alexander Hamilton, Esq. (In 
the Chair), Messrs Richard Henry, John W. Stewart, 
and James Milieu. 

Your Committee have been invited to express their 
opinion upon any of the following terms of reference 
to the Committee of Inquiry, viz. : — 

“ Whether the provisions of the Agriculture and 
Technical Instruction (Ireland) Act, 1899, constituting 
the Department and the methods which the Department 
has followed in carrying out those provisions, have 
been shown by experience to be well suited to the con- 
ditions of Ireland; whether any, and, if so, what 
changes are desirable in those provisions and methods ; 
and to report also upon the relations of the Depart- 
ment to the Council of Agriculture, to the Agricul- 
tural Board, and to the Board of Technical Instruction ; 
upon its relations to local statutory bodies; upon the 
funds at its disposal, and the modes of employing 
them ; and upon its position in regard to other Depart- 
ments, especially those charged with educational func- 
tions.” 

Your Sub-Committee recommend your adoption of 
a general resolution in the following terms: — 

“ That we, the members of the County Londonderry 
County Committee of Agriculture and Technical In- 
struction, desire to place on record our high apprecia- 
tion of the important work in which the Department 
of Agriculture and Technical Instruction for Ireland 
has been engaged since its constitution under the 
Agriculture and Technical Instruction (Ireland) Act, 
1899, and the manner in which the Department has 
endeavoured to carry out the provisions of that Act. 
We approve of the Department as at present con- 
stituted, and consider that any material change in its 
constitution would be disastrous to the cause of agri- 
culture in Ireland, and therefore inadvisable.” 

While your Sub-Committee recommend this general 
approval of the work in which the Department has been 
engaged in the past, they consider that a time has now 
come whten the relations of the Department to local 
statutory bodies might be revised, and more power 
given to County Committees in the matter of drawing 
up and carrying out oounty schemes. At present the 


ing and carrying out the details of county schemes *2.' 
prepared in accordance with general schemes for all 
Ireland drawn up by the Department. Your Sub- 
Committee consider that general schemes (if they be 
considered necessary at all) should only be drawn up 
to apply to districts or provinces, and that the De- 
partment should, in drawing up such schemes, be 
assisted by an Advisory Committee nominated by 
the County Committees in such districts or provinces^ 
in order that the conditions prevailing in each portion 
of such district or province may be properly understood 
and provided for. At present your Sub-Committee 
understand that the Department’s Advisory Com- 
mittees are not representative enough in character, 
and consider that this should be remedied. 


With reference to the funds administered by the 
Department, your Sub-Committee desire to point out 
that this couiity has not benefited to anything like 
the same extent as a great many other counties. If 
the policy adopted by the Department of contributing 
in proportion to the local expenditure is right, then 
the fault does not lie with the Department, but your 
Sub-Committee consider that the funds placed at the 
disposal of the Department annually for the benefits 
of counties should not in the past have been, and 
should not in the future be, administered in this way, 
but that each county should have been in the past, and 
in future should be, credited each' year with its due 
proportion of the funds for the purposes of the county 
schemes. 


Your Committee may, if they so desire, appoint one 
or two gentlemen to give evidence before the Com- 
mittee of Inquiry. 


We are, gentlemen, 


Your obedient servants, 

(On behalf of Sub-Committee), 


A. Hamilton, Chairman 


Mr. Hamilton, in presenting the report, requested 
leave to add the following paragraph: — 

“ In regard to the educational functions of the De- 
partment we beg to suggest that more might be done 
in that direction by the establishment of agricultural 
colleges and schools of technical instruction, at centres 
which would be easily accessible, with a view to the 
better equipping the youth of Ireland and qualifying 
them to compete with all comers.” 

This having been agreed to, 

Mr. Hamilton moved — That the Report as amended, 
be approved of and adopted and forwarded to the Com- 
mittee of Inquiry. 

Mr. Irwin seoonded the motion. 


Mr. Homer moved as an amendment — “ That we, the 
members of the Londonderry County Council, regret 
we cannot, as at present advised, approve of the work 
done by the Department of Agriculture and Technical 
Instruction in this county. We consider the amount 
expended on the various schemes recommended is so 
far in excess of any benefit they have conferred on 
the ratepayers of this county that no real benefits can 
accrue until a more simple and less expensive means 
i3 devised, allowing the large sums of money, for 
whose benefit they are annually granted, to reach the 
pockets of the hard pressed and struggling farmers, 
and not the pockets of an army of officials.” 

Mr. J. E. O’Neill seconded the amendment. 

After considerable discussion the amendment was 
put, with the following result — 

There voted for — Messrs. M’Curdy, M'Collum, 
Homer, M'Laughlin, Lynch, M' Lemon, H. O’Hara 
O’Neill, and J. E. O’Neill— 8. 

There voted against — Messrs. Keenan, Rogers 
Stevenson, Glenn, Smith, Cowan, Hamilton, Young, 1 
Long, Irwin, Browne, Gregg, and the Chairman — 13. J 
Amendment declared lost. :j 

Motion put and carried without a division. P 
T. B. Adams, Secretary. 

26t7i June, 1906. 


0 2 
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appendix. _ Municipal Technical School, 

Londonderry, 20/71 A pril, 1906. 

Sir, — 

derryCo I am in receipt of your letter of the 14th instant. 
Borough which was discussed at the meeting of the Technical 
O' °LL L Instruction Committee, held to-day. I am directed to 
reply as follows: — 

(1.) That in the opinion of the Committee, the 
methods of the Depai-tment in carrying out the pro- 
visions of the Act have proved satisfactory, and are 
well suited to the conditions of this city. 

(2.) The Committee are strongly of the opinion that 
more funds should be placed at the disposal of the 
Department. It is utterly impossible to work a full 
scheme of technical, and the necessary preliminary 
instruction leading up to it, on the grant at present 
available. An extra grantt of at least £800 per annum, 
should be available for this city in order to carry out a 
satisfactory scheme. 

(3.) The Committee feel that a- serious omission; 
was made in the Act of 1899, when no special provision 
was made for the erection of suitable buildings for 
carrying on technical instruction. 

The amount required to pay interest and sinking 
fund, on the necessary capital to be borrowed for a 
building, makes a very serious inroad in the grants 
which should be available for current educational pur- 
poses. The alternatives are: — 

(1.) A tco small or an unsuitable school; or 

(2.) A very incomplete educational scheme. 

The Committee therefore suggest a Special Fund 
should be available for the erection of suitable build- 
ings. 

Yours, etc., 

J. A. Williams, Secretary. 


Longford Report of Longford County Council Committed 
Counoii. appointed to draft replies to enquiries of Agriculture 
— ’ and Technical Instruction Enquiry Commission. 

1. We are of opinion that Act of 1899 and methods 
of Department have been shown, where fairly worked, 
to be suitable. 

2. We axe of opinion that in making of schemes and 
in working of Act, generally, a larger latitude should 
be allowed to' local bodies to enable them to meet local 
requirements. 

■3. We consider, having regard to the supreme im- 
portance of agriculture, that larger funds should be 
placed at disposal of Department to meet the growing 
local demands ; that that Department should be 
relieved from the danger of paralysis of its work by 
the threatened stoppage of funds, by having its in- 
come permanently secured. 

T. N. Edgeworth, Secretary. 


The County Louth Committee, of Agriculture and 
Technical Instruction.— 

Louth Co. At a meeting held on 31st May, 1906, Peter 
0. of A. A Hughes, Esq., j.p., Chairman, presiding. 

— On the motion of Mr. W. J. O’Reilly, j.p., d.l., 
seconded by Mr. N._ B. King, the following report was 
adopted on a division — 13 voting for, and 3 against. 

Gentlemen, — On Monday, May 21st instant, you 
adopted a resolution constituting Messrs. Peter 
Hughes, j.p., Chairman of the County Council; 
W. J. O’Reilly, j.p. ; Joseph Dolan, m.a. ; John John- 
stoni j.p. ; and J. M. Johnson, a Sub-Committee to 
consider and draft a report on the working of the De- 
partment, to be submitted to a full meeting of your 
body on Thursday, 31st May, for consideration, and, 
if found desirable, adoption. The following were the 
questions submitted for report: — 

1st. Whether th'e provisions of the Act constituting 
the Department and its methods in carrying out 
those provisions have been suited to Ireland. 


2nd. Whether any, and if so, what changes are 
desirable in these provisions and methods. 

3rd. To report upon the relations of the Depart- 
ment to the Agricultural Board and the Board of 
Technical Instruction. 

4th. To report upon its relations to local statutory 
bodies. 

5th. To report upon the funds at its disposal 

6th. To report upon its modes of employing these 
funds. 

7th. To report upon its position in regard to other 
Departments, especially those charged with educa- 
tional functions. 

Your Sub-Committee met on Monday evening, 21st, 
and subsequently on Monday, 28lli, and now beg to 
submit their report as follows: — 

The Department. — It may be necessary to state at 
the outset what constitutes the Department. By the 
first section of the Act of 1899, the Department is con- 
stituted and consists of the Chief Secretary as Presi- 
dent, and a Vice-President appointed by and remov- 
able at the pleasure of one of His Majesty’s principal 
Secretaries of State. Thus the Department consists 
of two gentlemen wholly independent of the people. 

The Department as assisted by a Council of Agri- 
culture, an Agricultural Board, and a Board of Tech- 
nical Education. 

The Council of Agriculture consists of 104 members 
— sixty-eight elected by the County Councils and 
thirty-four nominated by the Department, with the 
Department, viz. : — the Chief Secretary and Vice- 
President, as ex-officio. This Council meets twice a 
year for discussion only, and to hear a statement from 
the Department. 

The Agricultural Board consists of fourteen mem- 
bers — eight elected by the Provincial Committees, two 
for each province, and four nominated by the Depart- 
ment, with the Department of course as cx-ojjicio. 
There is no information available as to the number 
of meetings of this body. The Depai-tment is also 
assisted by a Board of Technical Instruction, but as 
our duties are confined to a report of the Agricul- 
tural side of the inquiry, we do not deal with this 
portion of the question. 

The first question your Sub-Committee are asked to 
consider is “ Whether the provisions of the Act con- 
stituting the Department and its methods in carrying 
out those provisions have been suited to Ireland?” 

To this question we say that we feel that the success 
or failure of th'e Department depends largely on the 
confidence felt in it by the people whom it is primarily 
intended to benefit. We consider, therefore, that the 
supreme control should not be so entirely centred as 
it is at present in the hands of one man dependent 
solely on his oppointment by one of His Majesty’s 
principal Secretaries of State. 

We therefore recommend that the Agricultural 
Council, with the exception of the President and Vice- 
President, should be directly and wholly elected by 
the County Councils and County Borough Councils; 
and that the Technical and Agricultural Boards 
should be elected by the Agricultural Council. These 
Boards', or some of their members selected by them, 
should be more directly associated with the Vice- 
President in the control and administration of the 
Department. 

We consider, further, that the Vice-President’s 
tenure of office should be dependent on his retaining 
the confidence of the Agricultural Council. This, in fact, 
is only making obligatory a condition which the present 
Vice-President has stated hig own feeling imposes 
upon him. Subject to such suggestions as we have 
made as to the constitution of the Department, we 
make the following suggestions : 

More funds should be placed at the disposal of the 
Department for the promotion and encouragement of 
agricultural education, for the building of agricul- 
tural schools, and the establishment of agricultural 
Banks, and every effort should be made to encourage 
and enable Irishmen to fit themselves to occupy those 
positions, both in and under the Department. For 
this purpose it might be advisable not only to educate 
them in the more limited sense of the word, but also 
to procure for them opportunities of studying the in- 
ternal working and administration of similar depart- 
ments and institutions in England and abroad. 
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A number of free scholarships for each county, calcu- 
lated' on the basis of valuation, should be established 
'•for agricultural students, each county to have th'e 
•selection of candidates for same. Given a direct re- 
presentation to the Agricultural Council and Boards 
as suggested, many methods now pursued by the De- 
partment could be improved upon with advantage, 
and the Department being thus in close sympathy 
with the people, its methods would necessarily be 
made more suitable to Irish ideas and Irish wants; 
and naturally better results would be achieved, and 
possibly at less cost. Thus, working from the bottom 
up, instead of the present method of the Department 
of working down from the top, the Department would 
rest on a sound and proper basis instead of at present 
like a pyramid on its apex, unsteady and insecure. 

Additional funds should also be provided for the 
afforestation of the country; more inducements offered 
to plant trees, particularly fruit trees. 

More powers should be given for dealing with ex- 
cessive railway charges in Ireland. The baneful effects 
of the exorbitant and wholly arbitary charges of the 
railways in Ireland have done more to retard both the 
agricultural and commercial progress of the country 
than any other grievance in the land', and some speedy 
and inexpensive system should be devised by statute 
to deal promptly 'with all exactions of the kiad, as 
well as preferential tariffs. 

A list of fully qualified teachers of Irish birth and 
residence, in both technical and agricultural subjects, 
should be published, with their addresses, aiid sent 
■quarterly to every Council and Technical Committee 
in Ireland. 

We desire to add that, although we are not dealing 
with the technical side of this report, yet we cannot 
conclude without stating that in our opinion more 
funds should be allocated for technical instruction, 
and a grant towards building of schools and equip- 
ment provided, commensurate with the wants of the 
country. To point to an instance in our county, 
we find that no grant can be obtained for purely 
building purposes towards the Dundalk Technical 
School, nor can we obtain two sums, one of £30 
voted to the Christain Brothers, Dundalk, and one of 
£60 voted to the Convent of Mercy, Dundalk, by the 
County Louth Technical Committee for equipping 
•their schools with science teaching fittings and appara- 
tus to enable them to prepare students to feed the 
technical schools, whilst increases of salaries in the 
Department were incurred amounting to thousands of 
pounds. _ 

There is one other point to which, although it 
does not strictly come within the purview of the De- 
partment, we should like to take this opportunity^ to 
direct attention. It is the necessity of providing 
openings in their own country for Irishmen to make 
use of that knowledge and that education which it is 
the province of the Department to promote. For this 
purpose we consider that steps should be taken to 
foster and encourage, and, if necessary, to_ initiate 
industries in this country which would provide those 
openings for skilled labour and scientific education 
which at present are lacking. 

On the whole we are of opinion that the scheme of 
education generally, and the county schemes, in so 
far as they have been initiated, advised, put into 
operation and control by the local Committees, have 
proved fairly satisfactory, and we feel confident that 
if the constitution of the Department be amended in 
the manner we have indicated and brought more 
under popular control, that any dissatisfaction now ex- 
perienced with its methods and working will disappear, 
and thus become, in the hands of the people, a De- 
partment worked for the people of Ireland and by the 
people of Ireland. 

Peter Hughes, Chairman. 

J. M. Johnson 

W. J. O’Reilly. 

Joseph T. Dolan, m.a. 

John Johnston". 

‘Council Chamber, 

'County Courthouse, 28th May, 1906, 

Peter Hughes, Chairman. 

J. W. Horan, Secretary. 


■ Report of the Counts' Louth Joint Committee tor apehnote 

‘Technical Instruction in response to the request of * 

the Royal Commission of Inquiry into the working of 
the Department of Agriculture and Technical Instruc- 
tion for Ireland. 

The County Louth Joint Committee for Tedraical In- County^ 

struction having received a copy of the W ar ant of the i. 
Lords Justices constituting the Committee of Inquiry — 
into the working of the Department of Technical In- 
struction for Ireland, together with a request for any 
observations, in writing, the Committee may wish to 
offer upon the questions referred to the said Com- 
mittee of Inquiry, have given careful consideration 
to the terms of the said Warrant, and herewith sub- 
mit their remarks regarding the same. 

The Committee feel that they are only called upon 
to deal with local conditions affecting and concerning 
technical education in County Louth, and dealt with 
by the Committee so far as their powers will allow; 
and it is their purpose to confine themselves to the 
consideration of such matters as they are thoroughly 
familiar with, in formulating any obervations on the 
points raised in the questions put before them by the 
Committee of Inquiry. 

For the convenience of consideration the Committee 
have divided the various questions under the various 
subheads : — 

(a.) To inquire and report whether the provisions 
of the Agriculture and Technical Instruction 
(Ireland) Act, 1899, constituting the Department, 
and the methods which the Department has fol- 
lowed in carrying out these provisions, have been 
shown by experience to be well suited to the con- 
ditions of Ireland, and whether any, Mid if so, 
what changes are desirable in those provisions and 
methods. 

The Committee are of opinion that so far as they 
are concerned with the working of the Agricultural 
and Technical Instruction Act, and with the Depart- 
- ment, they have no fault to find wish either the pro- 
visions of the Act or the methods adopted by the De- 
partment in carrying them out in a general sense ; in 
some matters of routine or detail it might be possible 
to amend the Act, such as, for example, extending 
and altering the constitution o.f the Board of Technical 
Instruction, to make it more thoroughly representa- 
tive, reconstructing it on the lines of the Agricultural 
Council, or the formation of a Technical Instruction 
Council on the lilies of the Agricultural Council, the 
Board of Technical Instruction being elective from this 
Body, due regard being given to the claims of the 
County Boroughs. 

The' provisions of the Act are made inadequate by 
reason of the fact that the amount (£55,000) laid 
down therein to be expended annually on technical 
instruction purposes is far too small to meet even the 
present needs of Ireland, and is therefore totally in- 
adequate to meet what is a growing work^ and one 
which the Committee believe will develop very largely 
in the future. A welcome amendment of the Act in 
this direction would be in the nature of an endowment 
which would increase proportionally with the growth 
of technical instruction, so as to efficiently provide for 
the increased expenses arising from successful work. 

The development of industries by judicious aid in 
their inception, either for training of hands in mani- 
pulation, or direct instruction in the principles of the 
industry itself, would furnish an outlet for the 
energies of the technically trained young men of our 
county, and would be a powerful factor in stopping 
th'e drain of emigration. 

If possible, more latitude we believe ought to be 
given to local Committees in expending the funds at 
their disposal under th'e A.ct, to enable them to apply 
these in dealing with matters peculiar to the local 
circumstances or industries, care being taken, how- 
ever, to see that the application of funds was strictly 
within the purpose and powers of the Act, amended 
if necessary to- allow of this being done. 

With reference to the methods of inspection and co- 
ordination with the local Committee, we wish to state 
that we have received every courtesy and assistance, 

-and that we have always found the Department 
ready' and willing to assist and advise and meet us in 
-a friendly spirit. 

If the Department have not sufficient powers under 
the present Act, then the necessary provisions should 
tie inserted at an early period by an amending' Act. ' 
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.Appendix (6.) To report also upon the relations of the Depart- 

— ' ment (1) to the Council of Agriculture; (2) to 
the Agricultural Board ; (3) to the Board of Tech- 
nical Instruction. 

The Committee have no means of forming any defi- 
nite opinion as they have no direct representation on 
the last named ; the Relationship of the Department 
_ • to (1) and (2) first named will he dealt with no doubt 
by the Agricultural Committee for County Louth, 
being a matter for their consideration alone, and not 
one which can be said to com'e under the province of 
this Committee, which is charged solely with the ad- 
ministration of that part of the Act relating to Tech- 
nical Instruction. 

The Committee are strongly of opinion that in any 
modification the Commissioners may recommend in 
• the Board, special attention should be paid to the 
want of direct representation of such important centres 
as Dundalk, Drogheda, etc., on the Board of Technical 
Instruction. 

(c.) Upon its relations to local bodies. 

As the Committee have stated before, the relations 
between the Department and themselves as the local 
stautory body, are of a satisfactory nature. 

Whilst the present unsatisfactory financial provi- 
sions prevail it will be impossible to expect that even 
reasonable applications made for grants in aid 1 of 
equipment by secondary authorities in the county can 
be dealt with satisfactorily — this is, however, not the 
fault of the Department, but due to lack of funds at 
th'eir disposal. 

(d.) Upon the funds at its disposal, and the modes 
of employing them. 

The funds at the disposal of the Department for purely 
technical instruction purposes are totally inadequate. 
At the present moment the whole amount available 
annually is allocated under the various schemes of 
technical instruction thoroughout Ireland, with the 
result that no further expansion of the work can take 
place unless the funds aRe considerably augmented. 
Amendment is required to the Act in this matter very 
urgently, by either (a) a substantial increase of the 
amount available for endowment, or (6) by provision 
of an endowment which will increase in keeping with 
the growth of the work of technical instruction. 

This endowment, of whatever nature, either (a) or 
(5), should also include an annual amount sufficient 
to meet sinking fund charges on the buildings, which 
it has been and is being found necessary to erect for 
technical school purposes, otherwise Committees will 
find themselves confronted with the problem of trying 
to keep the work at its present standard on an income 
depleted by such sinking fund charges : for example, 
m our own case, at Dundalk the amount available 
annually for all technical scheme charges, is (practi- 
cally) a sum of £850. After next Session or year, 
we shall have an annual charge of £220 on buildings 
sinking fund account, which will deplete our funds 
more than 25 per cent; this means that the scheme of 
j will have to be cut down unless funds are pro- 
vided from some at present unknown source. Our 
case can be considered typical of the conditions which 
? T0 prevailing at such centres as Londonderry, Kings- 
town, Blackrock, etc. The obvious deduction is there- 
fore, that if the work is to be carried on even on its 
present lines, more funds are urgently required 

If more funds were available, it would be possible 
Department to devote a much larger sum to 
. direct assistance of industries by grants for train- 
lng of workers &c., and so assist more markedly in 
the development of such industries either new or ex- 
large’' mth mUch conse< l lient benefit to the country at 

(e.) Upon its position in regard to other Depart- 
tonctioiu 5601 ^ 7 th0S ® charged witb ' educational 

Wrtfa reference to Secondary school work, the Com- 
mittee have received assurances that the inspection 
earned out by the Department's officers in Sdary 
schools is satisfactory, and also that the suggestions 

Sirlf b +K th TT Dp f rtmeIlt from the COTls ultatfve Com- 
mittee of the Headmasters of Secondary schools have 

& n w mP f a ? 6 - tlCally tr ® ated -. but ^e absence of funds 
has been felt in every direction. 

We are of opinion that one of the best methods of 
encouraging technical education would be the adoption 


of a comprehensive system of Scholarships, tenable for 
a period of not less than three years. What other re- 
sources might be called on to supplement central grants 
is a question worthy of consideration. 

Corporations and employers, especially those hold- 
ing Government and other large contracts, might be 
consulted as to the best means of impressing upon 
apprentices the absolute necessity of technical educa- 
tion, and the best means of inducing youths to join 
and take advantage of the classes in the different 
centres, by clauses in the articles of apprenticeship 
or such other means as they may desire. 

Appendix defiling with the relationship existing be- 
tween the Department ancl the National Board. 

In reference to the relation between the Department 
for Technical Instruction and the Board of National 
Education in Ireland, the following points seem 
worthy of consideration: — 

1. The want of co-ordination and a fundamental 

agreement as to the Educational needs of the 
country. The need of some system of correlat- 
ing and adopting the work of these two De- 
partments is one which requires the attention of 
the responsible Government, inasmuch as the 
present systems involve a waste of public money 
— especially in their administrative side — an 
overlapping of functions, and a want of agree- 
ment in the matter of courses of instruction and 
other details. The Primary system should lay 
a strong and firm foundation on which subse- 
quently the work of technical instruction could 
be built. A great advance lias been made in 
recent years to develop the Primary system on 
rational lines, but the work in a great majority 
of Irish National schools is carried on under 
considerable difficulties. The chief of these are 
(a) uncomfortable and unsanitary school build- 
ings; (b) want of proper furniture and equip- 
ment ; (c) low salaries and slowness of promotion 
of teachers ; (d) insufficient staffing. There 
should therefore be a more liberal treatment in 
the matter of public funds in respect of these- 
particulars. 

2. The Commissioners of National Education should 
, encourage, by every means in their power, the 

formation of evening continuation schools. The 
universal experience of the technical schools 
since their inauguration has been the inability 
of the average pupil to profitably avail himself 
or herself of the instruction in these schools. 
Classes have had to be established to supply this, 
deficiency. Hence the need of a syllabus, de- 
signed to prepare pupils for advancement in 
this direction. The pupils in Urban schools 
leave school, as a rule, early, and there is a 
great need here to get them into the habit of 
continuing their studies at evening schools for 
a couple of years. If such schools were in 
existence in every town in Ireland where arith- 
metic, mathematics, drawing, composition, and. 
other useful subjects were taught, it would be 
a great stop to bridge the hiatus between Pri- 
mary and Technical schools. 

The Commissioners of National Education have, in 
their rules, made provision for evening schools, 
but these provisions are totally inadequate. 
The smallness of the grant, the uncertainty of' 
its amount, and other circumstances connected, 
with them, offer but little inducement to teachers, 
and. managers. A maximum of 17s. 6 d., a 
minimum of 10s. per unit of average attendance- 
in a class which must have at least seventy 
meetings in a Session (excluding any pupils 
who make less than eighteen attendances), works, 
out at a very uncertain and disappointing re- 
ward for months of anxious toil, on the part of 
the teacher. 

3. The present parsimonious policy of the Commis- 
sioners in withdrawing the payment of fees 
for extras, is a retrograde step, and one by no- 
means calculated to make for more efficient and 
progressive educational reform. To add the 
teaching of mathematics to the already over- 
weighted programme, is a step which will not 
improve the teaching either of the ordinary 
subjects or of mathematics, which latter is so 
essential to work in technical schools. 
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4. In their programme for 1906, the Commissioners 
state, “ The attendance of pupils at central 
classes for instruction in the subjects of manual 
and practical instruction may be counted as part 
of a school attendance.” This is very good as 
far as it goes. But -who is to arrange for and 
finance these proposed "central classes?” Has 
there been any provision made for them by the 
National Board or Technical Department? If 
so, it ought to be made public, so that it could 
be carried into effect wherever possible. A de- 
velopment along these lines would be beneficial 
as a link between the two systems. The pupil 
would naturally continue his studies in the tech- 
nical school when he left the primary school, 
and the preliminary manual and practical in- 
struction received there would make efficient his 
preparation for the pursuit of his technological 
studies. 

A judiciously arranged scheme of small Scholarships 
leading from the Primary school to the evening con- 
tinuation school, and from this to the technical school, 
would be of great value in assisting the co-ordination 
of the work of education to a complete whole. 


the direct supervision of the Department so as to put 
lime within cheap and easy reach of farmers, and that 
a portion of the grant to the County Committee be 
made available for the purpose. That copies of this 
resolution be forwarded by the Clerk to the County 
Committee of Agriculture, Department of Agriculture, 
Dublin, and the Committee of Inquiry into the work- 
ing of the Agricultural Department. And we further 
request that one of the sittings of the proposed Com- 
mittee be held within the rural district.” 


APPENDIX 

LXV. 


Mayo County Council. 

Secretary's Office, 

Castlebar, 6th June. 1906. 

Sib, — 

I beg to enclose copies of a report cn the working of Mayo Oo. 
the Agricultural and Technical Instruction Depart- Cou ^_ 
ment in this county, which my Council directed me to 
draft and forward for the information of your Com- 
mittee. T 


T. Callan Macabdxe, Chairman. 


Tours, etc., 


A. E. Easthope, Secretary. 


J. Clarke, Secretary. 


Lurgan Urban District Council. 

Lurgan Observations of Council put in evidence by Mr. 
u.jlo. W . -White (Q. 8725.) 


Municipal Technical School, 

Lurgan, 24 th April, 1906. 

Sir, — 

Lurgan I am directed to acknowledge the receipt of your 
H.'JVL c. communication of 14th instant, and accompanying 
Warrant, and to inform you that the matter therein 
referred to was considered by the Technical Instruction 
Committee of the Urban District Council of Lurgan 
at a specially convened meeting held on the 23rd 
instant. 

The above Committee, after careful consideration of 
the several questions referred to in the Warrant, beg 
to subscribe their observations as follows: — 

The Agriculture and Technical Instruction (Ire- 
land) Act is wdl suited to Ireland, and to this 
locality. 

That we regret that the Department of Agricul- 
ture and Technical Instruction for Ireland found 
it advisable to establish a second school in Lurgan* 
thereby introducing a denominational dement in 
technical instruction. 

We consider that even greater advantages might 
be obtained if Primary education were of a higher 
standard, and that strong representations should 
be made in the direction of improved Primary edu- 
cation. 

The Committee are of opinion that Attendance 
Grants should be payable on all subjects embraced 
in the scheme of instruction approved by the local 
Committee. 

Yours, etc., 

W. J. Lark, Secretary. 


Macroom Rural District Council. 

Resolution adopted ly Council. 

Macroom “That we the Macroom District Council, being 
D- C. composed of the farmers and farm labourers from the 
several divisions which comprise the rural district, 
beg to represent to the Department of Agriculture that 
from practical experience of the different fertilizers! 
used for the growth of crops we find lime has produced 
the best results. We, therefore, respectively request 
the Department of Agriculture and County 
Committee of Agriculture to formulate a scheme 
by which the limekilns of the district be worked under 


A Paper on the Working of the Schemes of the . 
Agricultural and Technical Instruction Department, 
in the County oe Mayo since its inauguration. By 
J. Clarke. 

Finance. 

On the 4th December, 1900, the Mayo County Coun- 
cil agreed to strike a Special Rate of Id. in the £ for 
agricultural and technical instruction purposes; and 
that rate was struck with the General Rate for the 
service of the year ended 31st March, 1902, on the 28th 
March, 1901. The sum raised by this Special Rate 
amounted to £1,248, and the amount expended only 
came to £168 Is. 4d., made up as follows: — 

Poultry farms, £35 2s. 

Administrative expenses, £40 19s. 4d. 

Grants to Convents, £92. 

The Department augmented the £1,248 raised by a 
sum of £1,872, making a total of £3,120, thus leaving 
a sum of £2,952 unexpended on the 31st March, 1902. 
The County Committee of Agriculture and Technical 
Instruction appointed by the County Council sought 
on the 30th December, 1902, by framing a scheme 
which would be in every way suitable to the require- 
ments of a county like Mayo, which, it is evident, 
required special treatment, to usefully expend portion 
of the huge balance to the Committee’s credit, but the 
Department refused to accede to the wishes of the Com- 
mittee, giving no reason, but merely a curt refusal. 
The consequence was that, although the second year’s 
administration was somewhat better than the first, 
still, this big balance remained unexpended, while the 
poor people who paid the money derived no benefit 
whatever. The amount raised for the second year, 
ended March, 1903, was £1,248, and the amount ex- 
pended only came to £751 8s. Id. Eor the year ended 
March, 1904, a sum of £1,523 12s. Id. was expended, 
while the amount of rate raised for this year only 
came to £700. The reason of this was that for this 
and the -subsequent year, ended March, 1905, the De- 
partment of Agriculture and Technical Instruction de- 
cided that a rate should be levied only over the non- 
congested portions of the county, and, as practically 
half Mayo is congested, the amount raised for years 
ended March, 1904, and March, 1905, only totalled 
£700 for each year. 

Here, again, the vagaries of the Department were 
shown; and it often happened that a scheme where 
lectures were delivered, or where the manual instructor 
or poultry instructress' taught, might be situated in a 
non-congested district just bordering on a congested 
district ; so that while the school came within the 
Department’s purview, the persons attending the lec- 
tures or classes were mostly from the congested areas 
adjoining the school ! In the year ended March, 1906, 
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AtPSNors t he rate was agaia raised over the whole county, and 
_ the teachers, lecturers, etc., allowed to teach all over 
the county. For this year, a sum of £1,250 was 
raised ; and thus it can be seen that for the five years 
in which the Agricultural and Technical Instruction 
Act was in force in the County Mayo, a sum of £5,146 
was raised in rates alone, which, with the Depart- 
ment’s contribution of £3 to every £2 Taised, makes a 
total of £12,865 to March, 1906. The actual amount 
expended during the period mentioned, to September, 
1905, was £8,058 Is. Id., leaving a balance of 
£4,806 18s. lid. unexpended and on the hands of the 
Committee. 

The scheme drawn up by the Secretary, already re- 
ferred to, to suit the requirements of congested areas, 
was submitted to the Committee at a meeting held on 
the 30th December, 1902, and read, as follows 


SCHEME FOR AGRICULTURAL AND TECHNI- 
CAL INSTRUCTION IN CONGESTED 
DISTRICTS IN COUNTY MAYO. 


£ s. d. 

Full value of Id. in the £ raised over con- 
gested districts _ ••• 542 0 0 

Contribution from the Congested Districts 

Board 678 0 0 


'' — Total Amount available ... 1,220 0 0 

SCHEME FOR TECHNICAL INSTRUCTION. 

£ s. d. 

Grant to technical schools situated in con- 
gested districts 150 0 0 

Salary itinerant instructress qualified to 
teach lace-making, crochet, em- 
broidery, etc., in those schools ... 60 0 0 

Expenses of instructress 20 0 0 

Expenses in connection with rural classes 

in above ... ... ••• ••• 20 0 0 


Total 250 0 0 


SCHEME FOR AGRICULTURE INSTRUCTION. 


£ s. d. 

Providing equipment for flax mill at 

Ardnaree _ 110 0 0 

Opening of limestone quarries where 

practicable ... 250 0 0 

Cost of 200 spraying machines 200 0 0 

Instruction in dairy-work by a person who 

satisfies the Department 60 0 0 

Expenses in connection therewith ... 20 0 0 


Cost of distributing spraying machines, 
testing limestone quarries, and ascer- 
taining particulars as to Water 
power, etc.,, in connection with pro- 
flax mill 80 0 0 


Total 720 0 0 


Balance unallocated available for other 
purposes which the Committee may 
approve 250 0 0 


Full Total ... ... 1,220 0 0 

The above schemes were approved by the Committee, 
but the Department, as above-mentioned, curtly 
refused to sanction them, although a sum of £1,220 was 
available for the purpose, £542 of which was raised over 
congested districts alone. In technical instruction, 
the teaching of lace-making, crochet, and embroidery 
embodied in above scheme ought to certainly recommend 
itself) as it was a branch of technical instruction at 
which the poor girls could earn a little money to keep 
them from the harvest fields of England and Scotland, 
but the Department refused to sanction the small 
amount required for this purpose but afterwards al- 
lowed the petty sum of £35, to be paid out of the 
large balance of £1,220 towards a lace school in Bel- 
mullert. 

The scheme for agriculture was still more eminently 
suited to the requirements of the poor unfortunate 
people who reside! in these congested areas ; and the 
providing equipment for a flax mill at Ardnaree, 
Ballina, the only district now in Mayo where the flax 
crop is cultivated, would give a stimulus to this decay- 
ing industry — once such a source of revenue to the 
County of Mayo. 


The opening of limestone quarries, for which the 
moderate’ sum of £250 only was required, would have 
been of immense value to the class of people who 
reside on the almost barren tracts of the baronies of 
Erris and Gallen. The improvement alone which 
could be effected by the application of lime to these 
lands would in itself be extremely useful, and as an 
article of value would well repay the opening of the 
quarries. 

The spraying machines, for which the small 
sum of £200 was estimated, would have been 
of inestimable value to the poor people of 
those congested areas ; and the good results, 
which have accrued from spraying for the past seven 
or eight years ought to have been an inducement to- 
the Department to take up this class of work, or, at 
least, to allow the small sum above-mentioned to be 
expended!, if only for the purpose of experiment. But 
again the Department refused to allow anything in 
this way. The instruction in dairy-work they allowed 
after two years’ consideration, and then the cost of 
the equipment, comprising, as it did, all modern appli- 
ances, come to a sum much exceeding what the spray- 
ing machines would have cost. In this connection also- 
it might be mentioned that the fact of dairy instruc- 
tion being imparted through modem appliances, such 
as barrel churns, cream separators, and the rest, was 
practically no good to the housewife whose utensils 
comprised the old dash churn and earthem vessels for 
setting the milk in. 

The small amount required in the way of expenses- 
for carrying out the above schemes which I have briefly 
recapitulated hardly need any explanation. As I 
have mentioned, the Department refused to sanction 
the scheme. Inspectors after inspectors visited the 
old flax mill at Ardnaree, reported on the matter, 
and, after about a year’s haggling, the Department 
finally decided, on the report of a newly-appointed 
inspector, to have nothing to do with the mill. The 
treatment of the flax district of Ballina, of the barren 
tracts of Erris, and the unfortunate people who have 
to reside there, of the poverty-stricken peasant, whose 
staple food was the potato, alienated the northern dis- 
tricts of the county, so that now the Committee meet- 
ings are comprised solely of a dozen persons from West, 
and South Mayo. 

In dealing with technical instruction, the Depart- 
ment are most unsatisfactory, as at present there is. 
at least £1,100 due to the county by way of the De- 
partment’s contribution to technical instruction. The 
Mayo County Committee were very much indebted to 
Mr. Gordon, agricultural instructor, and Mr. Fletcher, 
of the Technical Branch; but beyond these two men 
the Department were extremely unfortunate in their 
choice of inspectors, for Mayo especially. Narrow- 
mindedness, officiousness, intolerance, were not traits- 
of character which would help a man to carry a people 
with him ; and advice given by an inspector whose sole 
idea of agriculture was merely theoretical was not cal- 
culated to impress the poor struggling peasant, who, 
after all, knows how to make more out of the lands 
with the primitive means at his disposal than all the 
inspectors in theory could ever hope to do, or even, 
attempt. 


Technical Instruction. 

Technical instruction as given in Mayo cannot be 
regarded as satisfactory. Two instructresses were 
appointed in Mayo at an initial salary of £80 each, 
with full travelling allowance. These gave instruction 
in cookery, laundry, and general housewifery, and the- 
cost of the equipment necessary for teaching these 
subjects amounted to something like £50. Instruction 
was given practically in the large towns of the county, 
and the classes were attended by half a dozen of those- 
persons only who wanted to find out the latest thing in- 
fancy cookery, etc. If the instruction were given in 
the county district, where the instructress might give- 
a country girl some practical lessons on how to cook 
a decent meal for h'er labouring father and brothers, 
how the potatoes were to be cooked, and the meat and" 
cabbage and other simple dishes which the poor man 
can only afford, then it might be said technical 
instruction was not wasted, as it is up to the present 
time, in teaching the making of those delicacies to per- 
sons who could well afford, if they thought the instruc- 
tion necessary, to pay for such instruction, which is= 
the luxury of the very very few in Mayo. 
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Mamwl instruction in Mayo has certainly done a 
great deal of good; but here again, the Department 
step in, and won t allow a child under twelve years of 
age to attend the manual instruction classes, though 
it is a well-known fact that children of that age are 
quicker to learn than children who are much older. 

In General. 


The establishment of poultry farms throughout the 
■county worked, and is working well; but for three 
jears the Department insisted that a poultry instruc- 
ress should be employed at a salary of £150 a year, 
with full travelling expenses, amounting to £100 per 
year, the instructress’s duty being to lecture on the 
several breeds of fowls, illustrated by means of lantern 
slides. It was simply money thrown away, as in some 
cases the attendances at those lectures comprised a few 
school children, some itinerant musicians, or other 
strollers, who came there out of mere idle curiosity. The 
assistance which the instructress gave in establishing 
twenty-four poultry farms was the only real work 
given for the expenditure of the huge sum of £800. 
Once the present writer, when tendering his resigna- 
tion of the Secretaryship of the Committee, ventured 
to point out that the salary of a poultry instructress at 
£250, who was supposed to lecture an hour on five 
nights in the week for six months of the year, and his 
salary as the Secretary, who was supposed to work, 
supervise, answer all correspondence, etc., and work six 
days of the week for seven hours a day all the year 
round at a salary of £50 per year, was so inequitable 
that he could not afford to take the matter seriously, 
and had tendered his resignation, he was met with 
the lame argument that he had other perquisites from 
other bodies ! Comment here was useless. 

In matters such as those, in a total disregard of 
everything which would tend to make the Department 
popular, in completely ignoring any scheme or sug- 
gestion which comes from the local Committee, who, 
after all, were the best judges of what was most suit- 
able for the requirements of their county, in the ap- 
pointment of inspectors who were neither of nor with 
the people — in all these the Department were extremely 
unfortunate ; and to-day, in Mayo, the whole question 
■of agriculture and technical instruction is not taken 
seriously by more than a dozen — the people have lost 
faith in the Department ; and the only reminder they 
have that such a thing exists is the fact that, when 
the rate collector presents his demand for rates, the 
pei-son rated finds Id. in the £ under the head of 
“Agriculture and Technical Instruction.” 


In a vast and rambling county like Mayo, it woul< 
be extremely difficult to suggest what might produc 
the most good and rouse the people from their apatlv 
and want of interest in the present schemes of agri 
culture and technical instruction. Improvements ii 
the breeding of cattle, horses, sheep, and pigs, irriga 
tion of the lands, drainage, the preservation of tin 
crops, planting of fruit trees and forest trees, th. 
establishment of model plots or farms under the super 
vision of first-class cultivators, would be veiy effective 
in the way of agriculture ; while the regeneration o 
our native industries would be a good field to work oi 
■under the head of technical instruction. Weaving 
shirt-making industry, lace and crochet work, net 
making for fishermen’s children— all these could com. 
•under the head of the Industrial Development Move 
ment; and we might once more hear the hum of th. 
spinning-wheel and sewing-machine, the click of th. 
knitting needles, and the merry lilt of the sad se; 
song of the fisher folk as they watched the trainee 
lingers of their future hone deftly weave the lines o 
net which was to provide the wherewithal for tliei; 
many hungry mouths. 

In the. wilderness which surrounds Blacksod Bai 
are to be found the finest granite auarries in thi 
wid lf cnee started ; while within a few miles of th. 
■chief town of Mayo are to be found veins of the pures 
inaroie. in all these undeveloped industries the De 
partment might lend a helping and sympathetic hand 
and give the people at least a chance of either succes! 
vid«Tn^ - ln th ® manifold g if ts which Nature pro 
tance thth ^7 to ha, \ d out ^ th « little assis 
e which machinery and man can give. 


J. Clarke. 


Mayo County Committee op 

Observations of Committee put ii 
A. J. Carolan (Q. 6644). 


Agriculture. appendix 

i evidence by Mr. O ourt7 
Mavo O. 
ol A. 


Mayo County Joint Committee op Technical 
Instruction. 

g ra Castlebar, 23rd May, 1906. 

*® forward you a report of the observations of Mayo Co 
the County Mayo Joint Technical Instruction Com- O.ofT.L' 

mittee upon the matters referred to them in relation 

to the working of the Department of Agriculture and 
Technical Instruction. 

Yours, etc., 

A. J . Carolan, Secretary. 

The Act of 1899 and Us Provisions. 

1 - T} } S _ Committee cannot approve of any amend- 
ment of the Act which will bring the Department under 
the control of a Castle Board. 

2. The Board of Technical Instruction should be 
given the power of initiative, and should have the 
controlling power in the administration of the funds 
devoted to technical instruction. 

3. The sum of £55,000 allocated for the purposes 
of technical instruction is entirely inadequate, and 
the Department ought to be provided with a larger 
endowment for that purpose. 

4. That unless some suitable provision is made for 

the erection of proper buildings for the purposes of 
technical instruction, the Act cannot be successfully 
worked. J 

5. The Committee consider that no work of a practi- 
cal character has been done by the Department to- 
wards the promotion of Irish industries, a matter 
which is of vital importance to the prosperity of the 
country. The Department should provide technical 
instruction for the purpose of supplying trained 
hands for industries, and the Act should be amended 
so as to enable the Department to devote a sum of 
money to the direct development of industries. 

6. An administrative body of about four paid Com- 
missioners should be appointed for the Technical In- 
struction Branch. The Commissioners to be elected 
by the County Councils, one for each province, and 
to hold office for a term of five years. The Vice-Presi- 
dent to be Chairman of these Commissioners. 

7. The higher sections of the Department should be 
supplied with the best expert knowledge. 

8. The Committee consider that the present schemes 
of itinerant instruction do not give a satisfactory re- 
turn for the amount of money expended on them. 

9. Nothing practical has been done towards the co- 
ordination of Primary and technical education. 

10. The Committee consider that the Inquiry Com- 
mittee ought to take evidence, either in Dublin or 
outside it, from members appointed by each County 
Committee for the purpose. 


County Monaghan Committees or Agriculture and 
Technical Instruction. 

Monaghan, 26th May, 1906. 

Observations by County Monaghan Committees of „ r , 
Agriculture and Technical Instruction. Co^cfor” 1 

The County Monaghan Committee of Agriculture A ' 
and technical Instruction submit the following ob- 
servations to the Department of Agriculture and 
technical Instruction Inquiry Committee. 

The County Monaghan has, since shortly after the 
Agricultural and Technical Instruction Act of 1899 
came into force taken advantage of its several branches 
applicable to the county, adopced schemes for carrying 
mg it into effect and is still availing of it as fully 
as means and resources enable it. The county is 
rather pecularily circumstanced, the soil being vary 
variable owing to its remarkable physical formation, 
its population is employed exclusively in agriculture ; 
the farms are small, many of them being raerly allot- 
ments; 7,300 holdings only contain between five and 
nlt&gn acres, and 7,000 contain between fifteen and 
thirty acres; in the latter part of the eighteenth cen- 
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Appendix tury and the beginning of the nineteenth century the 
L£V - greater portion of the population was employed in 
cottage and other industries., but in the end of the 
nineteenth century these had almost disappeared, 
leaving the population dependent on the produce of 
the land. From these facts it will be seen that the 
county required exceptional treatment from the De- 
partment, and the Agricultural and Technical Instruc- 
tion Committee, constituted under the Act, felt the 
necessity of availing themselves, for the benefit of the 
county, of all the advantages opened under it. 

The principal fault to be found with the working of 
the Act is that the officials of the Department seem 
to be restrained within certain rules, and to treat 
County Monaghan similar to other counties, though 
differently situated. From the experience which the 
Committee have had in tbs administration of the Act 
it is evident that the conduct of the officials regarding 
details and the smaller matters connected with the 
schemes seriously inconvenience their present working, 
and the Committee have found a want of adaptability 
to the circumstances of this country by some of the 
officials who are strangers. 

Most of the county instructors and officers under 
the Act are required to pass qualifying examinations. 
In some instances great dissatisfaction prevailed in 
this county owing to the method in which these ex- 
aminations were conducted. They were carried out 
in Dublin by Departmental officials, most of whom 
were Strangers to, and knew little about the require- 
ments of this county, consequently considerable 
suspicion and doubt were aroused in the minds of the 
people of our county as to the decisions arrived at. 
One cause of this dissatisfaction is the absence of any 
published programme of the examinations held for the 
qualification of county officials under the Adt, and 
the Committee are of opinion that the programme, 
with a syllabus and a specimen of the examination 
papers, should be published, same as in connection 
with other public examinations. 

Another cause of complaint is the slowness of the 
Department in adopting the suggestions made by 
County Committees. The new scheme issued in 1906 
for the registration of Irish dairy cattle is a case in 
point. Rev. L. O’Kieran, a member of the Council 
of Agriculture, and a member of this Committee, pro- 
pounded, at one of the meetings, in the year 1902, a 
somewhat similar scheme, but an. official of the De- 
partment, who was present, stated that there was not 
the slightest use in mentioning any such thing, as the 
Department could not consider it. It appears to have 
taken the Department over three years to make up 
their minds on this suggestion. Some alterations, 
however, made by the Department in the scheme 
originally submitted by this Committee go far to im- 
pair the efficiently of the published scheme. 

The necessity for the supply of lime for the land of 
the county was keenly felt by all who favour tillage, 
and the County Committee have made several efforts to 
carry out schemes for the purpose of supplying farmers 
with lime, but though the expenditure would have 
been very small the Department seem to consider that 
their assistance in such an undertaking would amount 
to the subsidising of a trade, and consequently declined 
tos^anotion any of the projects laid before them since 

The Monaghan Committee have, when available*, pro- 
vided themselves with an itinerant instructor in agri- 
culture, part of whose duties is the superintending of 
experimental and example plots throughout the 
county. The Committee think that this scheme should 
be altered so as to substitute a limited number of 
model farms for the experimental plots. 

In order to cope with the unsatisfactory methods 
of placing Irish produce on the markets the Committee 
consider that the Department should make special 
efforts to establish a Bureau in connection with the 
marketing of farm produce, which would make the 
farmers acquainted through the County Committee’s 
officers of the state of the markets. A “ trade mark ” 
system might also be established under the control of 

T T} i e pi T nt disw gani*xl state of 
the methods of Irish producers demands the inter- 
ference of some such body as the Department to enable 
the Irish farmer to compete with his foreign rivals 

It is now evident that the Department of Agricnl- 
tiire and Technical Instruction either have not^uffi- 
cient powers over the railways of this country, or that 


they do not exercise those powers they possess, for 
one of the greatest obstacles to the improvement of 
the country is the excessive rates of transit. In- 
stances are known where goods are conveyed cheaper 
from America to this country via English ports than 
they are conveyed for short distances within this coun- 
try. It is a-lso considered that the time has arrived 
when the Department should comply with the request 
of the several County Council's in the South of Ulster 
and take over the Ulster Canal or place '.t in the hands 
of a popular administrative body. 

Ail important part of most of the county schemes 
is the subsidising of local agricultural and industrial 
shows. These shows have been found to give a great 
impetus to the improvement of agriculture and industry- 
in this country. The grant from the Department to 
these undertakings is very limited considering the 
extraordinary benefit derived from them. Great dis- 
satisfaction prevails in rural portions of the country at 
the exceedingly large sum of money given by the De- 
partment to the North-East Agricultural Society for the 
benefit of its show in Belfast. This show is run by a num- 
ber of wealthy gentlemen principally resident in the 
neighbourhood of Belfast; it is patronised by only a 
small number of large farmers and is of no benefit to 
the smaller agriculturists of the province. This Com- 
mittee, in common with many other bodies in Ulster, 
are of opinion that the money so lavishly given to sup- 
port the Belfast Show would be much more advan- 
tageously expended in assisting the small shows 
throughout Ulster. The Department appear to com- 
plain of the system which the show societies adopt in 
submitting their prize schedules to the Department 
through the County Committees, and that the County 
Committees do not take sufficient care in the matter. 
In this county the show schedules were originally 
drafted by the Committee, and any alternations that 
have since been made in them were so made with the 
full approval of the Committee. 

Shortly after the establishment of the County Com- 
mittee a sufficient sum of money was voluntarily 
raised with which a large school and premises were 
purchased, and an agricultural school established in 
Monaghan. Through Uie generosity of Lord Ross- 
more, the landlord, sufficient land was added to bring 
the whole to about fourteen acres, the average size of 
the small farms of County Monaghan. The County 
Committee and Department contributed sufficient to 
fit up a laboratory, class rooms, &c., and a number of 
Scholarships are annually provided by the County 
Committee, but the Committee, think that the Depart 
ment should act more generously towards the school 
than they do. 

In a county, circumstanced such as this, where there 
is little difference in the mode of livelihood in urban 
and rural districts, the Agricultural and Technical 
Branches are much dovetailed into each other, and the 
Committee take strong objection to the action of the 
Department in separating their work. All previous 
experience in the county shows that it is detrimental 
to the proper working of the Act to have agricultural 
and technical instruction separated in this county. 

This Committee make no suggestion with regard to 
the larger questions of the constitution of the Depart- 
ment and its relations to other bodies, but being an 
administrative body, leaves these matter's to elective 
bodies, such as the County Councils;, to deal with, 
and merely confine themselves to the working of the 
Act and the methods the Department have adopted in 
carrying out its pi-ovisions in this county. 

Herewith is a copy of the schemes for the year 
1905-6, in which is contained the case for the adoption 
of the Act as presented by the Committee to the in- 
habitants of the county. It contains everything 
that can be said in favour of the working of the Agri- 
cultural and Technical Acts in this county. 

P. MacGeoogh, Secretary. 


New Ross Urban District Technical Instruc 
tion Committee. 

New Ross, 15th May, 1906. 

Sir, 

With reference to your communication of the 14th New 
ultimo, asking my Committee for their observations u - __ 
relative to the Warrant appointing a Committee to 
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inquire into the working of the Department of Agri- 
culture and Technical Instruction for Ireland, I beg 
to state that my Committee had the matter before 
them last evening, and unanimously adopted the 
resolutions agreed to by the Standing Council of the 
Irish Technical Instruction Association at its meeting 
held in Dublin on the 8th instant, copy of report of 
which will be found annexed. 

Yours, etc., 

Edward Long, Secretary. 


Standing Council or the Irish Technical Instruc- 
tion Association. 

A special meeting of the above was held in the 
Gresham Hotel on Tuesday. The object of the meet- 
ing was to consider what action should be taken with 
reference to the Departmental Inquiry Committee. 

There were present: — Very Rev. Canon Murray 
(Kingstown), Vice-Chairman; Canon Doyle, Kil- 
kenny; Rev. F. Watters, b.a. (Blackrock) ; M. Keane, 
Esq., Mayor (Sligo) ; A. E. Easthope, Esq. (Dun- 
dalk) ; L. E. O’ Carroll, Esq. (Dublin) ; Thomas Shaw, 
Esq. (Westmeath) ; Professor Teegan (Pembroke) ; 
Rev. P. J. Dowling, c.m., Hon. Sec. 

Letters of apology were received from Colonel Poe, 
Ludlow Beamish, Fras. Forth, E. O’Keeffe, Esquires. 
In the absence of Mr. John Mulligan* who is 
travelling abroad at present, the Chair was taken by 
Canon Murray, and subsequently by the Mayor of 
Sligo. 

The reference of the Departmental Inquiry Com- 
mittee was proposed for consideration, and the follow- 
ing resolution proposed by Professor Teegan, and 
seconded by Rev. T. Watters, was passed unani- 
mously : — 

“ That the Standing Council of the Irish Technical 
Instruction Association, representing nearly all the 
Technical Committees of Ireland, who are themselves 
elected by the County, Borough and Urban Councils, 
expresses its disapproval of the constitution of the 
Departmental Inquiry Committee on account of the 
absence of technical experts and popularly-elected 
representatives, and fears that no tangible results will 
follow from the Inquiry.” 

Proposed by the Mayor of Sligo, and seconded by 
Canon Doyle : 

“That the Hon. Sec., Rev. P. J. Dowling, c.m., be 
nominated to represent the Standing Council and give 
evidenoe before the Inquiry Committee.” 

• The various headings of the reference were then con- 
sidered in detail, and the outlines of the evidence to 
bs given were drawn up. It was decided to for- 
ward a copy to these headings to the Committees of 
the Association. 

The thanks of the Council was voted to the courteous 
manager of the hotel for his kindness in placing a 
room at the disposal of the Council. 


The Standing Council of the Irish Technical In- 
struction Association, at its meeting on May 8th, 
decided to suggest the following matters to the Com- 
mittees of the Association as requiring the attention 
of the Departmental Inquiry Committee : 

The Act of 1899 and its Provisions. 

That the Committees strongly disapprove of any 
amendment of the Act which will bring the Department 
under the direct control of a Castle Board. 

The following seem to be the principal defects in the 
Act: — 

(a.) Though the Boards of Agriculture and Tech- 
nical Instruction are popularly constituted, the mem- 
bers of these Boards have no initiative powers. (See 
Kelly, page 14, Sections .12-13). 

(6.) However little voice the Technical Board has 
in regard to rural and urban districts, it has none 
whatever in regard to County Boroughs— the more im- 
portant centres of technical education being thus com- 
pletely at the mercy of the permanent officials of the 


Department, who can be subjected to neither Appendix 
criticism nor appeal. (See Kelly, page 16, Sec. 16, L _* 

(c.) The allocation of £55,000 for the purposes of 
technical instruction is totally inadequate and any 
amendments in this direction should be an endowment 
which will increase in keeping with the growth of 
technical instruction. 

(d.) The absence of any provision for building pur- 
poses is a fatal flaw in the Aot. 

(e.) Little of a practical character has been 
done towards the development of industries. As 
the revival of Irish industries is of vital im- 
portance — in order to stop the drain of emi- 
gration, and to secure a satisfactory return for the 
heavy expenditure upon technical education during 
the last six year; and, as the lack of trained hands 
is a serious embarrassment to those who attempt to 
revive these industries, the Standing Council of the 
Irish Technical Association is unanimously of opinion 
that the Department should use to the fullest extent, 
their powers in providing such technical education as 
will supply trained hands for industries,, and, if 
funds and powers are not to be found sufficient, that 
steps should be taken to get them extended. 

(/.) The Act should also be. amended so as to devote 
a considerable sum to the direct development of indus- 
tries, and in this the Department should be aided by 
a Council of business experts. There should also be 
established a Bureau of industries to enable small 
producers to get expert advice and necessary assistance 
so as to reach suitable markets. 

Method of Administering Aot. 

The Standing Committee have had so much reason 
to complain of their representations being ignored by 
the officials of the Department, it should be pro- 
posed : — 

(a.) To have the administrative body composed of, 
say, four paid Commissioners for the technical side, 
and an equal number for the agricultural side. These 
Commissioners should be elected by the County Coun- 
cils. one for each province, and hold office for a term 
of five years. The Vice-President to be Chairman of 
these Commissioners. 

(b.) The higher sections of the Department should 
be better supplied with expert knowledge — the best 
obtainable. 

(c.) There is a considerable waste of money in the 
itinerant instruction, as at present carried out. 

(d.) The Department has, as yet, done nothing 
practical towards the co-ordination of Primary and 
Technical Education, though this matter has been 
urged by the resolutions of three Congresses. This 
seems to be due to tho fact that the Consultative Com- 
mittee is ineffective. 


Newtownards Urban Technical Instruction Com- 
mittee. 

Municipal Technical School, 

Newtownards, 22nd May, 1906. 

Sir, 

Your letter of the 14th ultimo was placed before the Newtown- 
above Committee at their meeting, held on the 19th £ r <5 3 u - T - 
April, when it was resolved to appoint a Committee ■ — 

to specially consider the matter. Their report was- 
presented aJt a meeting of the Committee, held on the 
19th instant, and was approved and adopted. 

I am directed by them to transmit the enclosed copy. 

Yours, etc., 

P. A. Cole, Secretary. 


Report to be made to the Committee of Inquiry into 
the working of the Department of Agriculture and 
Technical Instruction for Ireland. 

With reference to the working of the Department 
with the Board of Technical Instruction, your Com- 
mittee note that there is no County Council represen- 
tation on the Board, and suggest that each County 
Council should have one representative (not necessarily 

P 2 
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Appendix one 0 f its members) in order that matters connected 
LXV - with technical instruction, within the county may have 
the fullest consideration. 

The Technical Instruction Committee of Newtown- 
ards desire to record the fact that the Department have 
invariably replied with promptness and courtesy to 
all communications relating to the schemes of techni- 
cal instruction in the district. 

It is regretted that better facilities for building pur- 
poses are not available. There is a feeling of inse- 
curity about temporary premises, and technical in- 
struction is placed at a serious disadvantage by not 
having premises which are specially adapted to its 
requirements. 

Your Committee consider that evening continuation 
classes, preparing students for the more advanced work 
of the technical schools, are imperative. From experi- 
ence they find that the grants to be earned by such 
classes are insufficient remuneration for the services 
rendered by the teachers, and they suggest that the 
Department should endeavour to arrange with the 
Commissioners of National Education for adequate 
salaries to be paid which would he independent of 
such grants. 


Newtownards Urban District Council. 

Newtown- Report to be made to the Committee of Inquiry into 
D.C. the working of the Department of Agriculture and 
— Technical Instruction for Ireland. 

Your Committee beg to report that they met on 25th 
ult., and after careful consideration, suggest the fol- 
lowing reply should be made to the Committee of In- 
quiry and the Newtownaxds Urban District Council. 

“With reference to the working of the Department 
with the Board of Technical Instruction, your Com- 
mittee note that there is no County Council represen- 
tation on the Board, and suggest that each County 
Council should have onb representative (not nec- 
cesarily one of its members) in order that matters con- 
nected with technical instruction within the county 
may have the fullest consideration. 

The Technical Instruction Committee of Newtown- 
ards desire to record the fact that the Department in- 
variably have replied with promptness and courtesy 
to all communications relating to the scheme of tech- 
nical instruction in the district. 

It is regretted that better facilities for build- 
ing purposes are not available. There is a feeling of 
insecurity about temporary premises and technical 
instruction is placed at a serious disadvantage by not 
having premises which are specially adapted to its 
requirements. 

Your Committee consider that evening continuation 
classes, preparing students for the more advanced work 
of the technical schools, are imperative. From experi- 
ence they find that the grants to be earned by such 
classes are insufficient remuneration for the services 
rendered by the teachers, and they suggest that the 
Department should endeavour to arrange with the 
Commissioners of National Education for adequate 
salaries to be paid which would be independent of such 
grants.” 

H. MacCartnev, Town Cleric. 


Pembroke Urban District Council. 

Co. Dublin, lltA May, 1906. 

Sir, — 

Pembroke Referring to your communication of the 14th ult., 
U.D.c. I have laid the matter before my Committee, and I 

— am directed by them to state, for your information, 

as follows : — i 

" The experience of my Committee has been that the 
general provisions of the Agriculture and Technical 
Instruction (Ireland) Act, 1899, have been, on the 
whole, suitable to the needs of their district, and have 
been carried out by the Department in an equitable 
and judicious manner. My Committee do not suggest 
any considerable changes in those provision^, or the 
method of administration, as carried out by the De- 
partment as at present constituted, except in this 
respect, that possibly greater harmony and better re- 
sults might be obtained if Committees had fuller au- 
thority in matters not involving general principles so 


much as the settlement of small details, as to which 
such local bodies are more likely to be well informed 
than a large Central Department ; in short, they con- 
sider that the granting of a freer hand, in such details, 
to Technical Instruction Committees, would more 
facilitate the working of the Act. 

As regard the question as to the funds at the dis- 
posal of the Department, the amount sanctioned by 
Parliament is, in the opinion of my Committee, in- 
adequate, more especially with respect to the provision 
of capital sums for building and equipment. My 
Committee are, however, of opinion that the Depart- 
ment have done their best to administer the limited 
funds entrusted to them in a liberal spirit, and with 
impartiality. 

The position of the Department with regard to the 
Local Government Board would appear to be unsatis- 
factory in this respect, viz. : that it is not clear whether 
a Technical Instruction Committee is responsible to 
the Local Government Board, or to the Department in 
respect of the legality of payments made from time to 
time under schemes which have been previously ap- 
proved by the Department. This is pei-haps due to 
a certain extent to the vagueness and ambiguity of 
the Act. As matters are at present, a Technical In- 
struction Committee may be penalised by one Depart- 
ment for making a payment required by another. It 
would be desirable that some definite principle should 
be laid down in this respect. 

Yours, etc., 

C. P. Coote Cummins, Secretary. 


Portadown Technical Instruction Committee. 

Poutadown, 29</t May, 1906. 

With reference to the Circular letter soliciting in- Portadown 
formation from Urban District Councils and Techni- tJ.TrtC. 
cal School Committees re working of the Department 
of Agriculture and Technical Instruction, I have to 
inform you that a meeting of the Committee of the 
Municipal Technical School, Portadown, was held last 
Friday evening, 25th inst., when the following expres- 
sions of opinion were unanimously agreed upon : — 

1st. That we consider the methods adopted for carry- 
ing out the provisions of the Act are fairly well suited 
to the conditions of Ireland* and, except in minor 
details, we do not consider any changes necessary or 
advisable. We would strongly deprecate any attempt 
to remove the working of the Department from Parlia- 
mentary control, or to displace the present Vice-Presi- 
dent, who, by his impartiality, has commended him- 
self to all lovers of Ireland, and whose knowledge and 
experience is incomparably superior to those of any 
who could be nominated to succeed him. 

2nd. In the matter of technical instruction the feel- 
ing is general that the majority of the students are 
not sufficiently versed in elementary subjects to enable 
them to benefit property by strictly technical teach- 
ing. Experience has shown them very defective in 
their knowledge of English and Mathematics, and 
in many cases they are totally unable to take notes of 
a lecture, or bring written answers to the simplest 
questions. This applies to those coming directly from 
the National schools as well as to those, who have been 
apprentices for a longer or shorter period. So much 
has this been felt here that at very considerable trouble 
this Committee arranged, after its first session, a pre- 
paratory class on lines that secured a capitation grant 
from the National Board to supplement the grant 
from Departmental funds. 

3rd. It is also felt that some injustice is done to 
urban populations, taxed as they are for general 
county purposes, in being required to provide techni- 
cal instruction for county residents when the county 
is separately rated for technical instruction purposes 
though none is provided. Since the Department has 
the right of veto over all county and rn-ban schemes 
it is suggested that where no county technical instruc- 
tion is provided, yet a rate for this purpose struck, 
the Department should direct that a sum calculated 
at the rate of £1 per student should be paid over to 
those Urban Technical Instruction Committees whose 
technical instruction is availed of by county students. 
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4th. It is the opinion of this Committee that the 
division of the Department’s endowment (roughly 
two-thirds to agriculture and one>-third to technical 
instruction) is not the fairest that could be made. 
During the early years of an Agricultural Department, 
money can only sparingly be spent to advantage, until 
the country and its possibilities are accurately calcu- 
lated and correctly appreciated ; while, in the first 
few years of a Technical Instruction Department, an im- 
mense sum is specially and exceptionally required as 
capital expenditure to provide necessary equipment. 
Though the original error of division cannot now be 
made good', it is suggested that a sum of £50,000 from 
the Agricultural side’s unexpended balance be specially 
rendered available, but not necessarily expended forth- 
with for the proper equipment of Urban technical 
schools. 

5th. If there is to be a sitting of the Committee in 
Ulster, a member of Committee with the Principal 
would be willing to attend and give evidence, if 
thought desirable. 


W. M. Clow, Hon. Sec. 


Rathmines Urban Technical Instruction Com- 
mittee. 

■Rathmines Observations of Committee put in evidence by Mr. 
U.T/tC. T Edmondson (Q. 13024.) 


Sligo Urban Technical Instruction Committee. 

Observations of Committee put in evidence t n ex- 
d. Lie, amination of the Rev. J. J. Hynes, c.c. (Q. 6731.) 


Strabane Urban District Council. 

Strabane, 12th May, ’305. 

Strabane Str, 

U. D c. I am directed by the above Council to acknowledge 

receipt of yours, dated 14th April, enclosing copy of 

Warrant appointing a Committee to inquire into and 
consider the working of the Department of Agriculture 
and Technical Instruction for Ireland, which was fully 
considered at the last monthly meeting of the Council, 
when it was proposed by Councillor R. J. Blair, 
seconded by Councillor E. Conroy, and carried unani- 
mously : 

Resolved : — 

“That we, the Strabane Urban District Council 
had under consideration the communication from the 
Department re the Committee of Inquiry into the work- 
ing of the Technical Instruction Act, and this Council 
is of opinion that the funds at the disposal of the De- 
partment, especially for the purpose of providing 
buildings, are inadequate ; that it is most desirable 
that the programme of instruction in Primary, Inter- 
mediate, ana technical instruction should be brought 
into closer agreement; and that each local centre, 
with a Technical Committee established, should have 
the power to appoint a paid Secretary, who would be 
directly responsible to each Committee for the careful 
looking after- and attention to the classes, and all 
matters connected with technical education in the 
respective centres.” 

Yours, etc.. 


experiment and demonstration, and that the size of appendix 

the plots should be considerably increased. ‘ 

That the difficulty at present experienced of ab- 
taining plots for demonstration purposes in connection 
with National schools should be met by the Depart- 
ment obtaining compulsory powers to acquire land's 
for this purpose. 

That the Department should formulate a scheme of 
encouragement and aid, by way of grant, or loan, or 
otherwise, in the establishment of agricultural co- 
operative societiesi, composed of farmers and agricul- 
tural labourers, having for their object the manfacture 
of butter, the collection and packing of eggs, and the 
fattening of poultry for market, the curing and packing 
of meat, vegetables, fruit, flowers, &c., and any other 
industry allied to agriculture. 

Agricultural Co-operative Hanks . — That the estab- 
lishment erf agricultural Banks or credit (societies 
should be encouraged and extended. 

That we would suggest that the Department act in 
co-ordination with the different bodies having the 
direction of Primary and Secondary education with a 
view to having practical agriculture taught under the 
best conditions to the children of the Primary and 
Secondary schools. 

Some system should be established by which small 
farmers and agricultural labourers should have the 
advantage of skilled qualified veterinary advice for 
their animals on a scale of fees suitable to their 
means. 

That the Department should devise a system by 
which Irish fat cattle for the English trade may be 
slaughtered in this country, and Die fresh meat for- 
warded to the English market, as we are of opinion 
that this system should save some intermediate profits, 
as well as be a means of extending industries in Ire- 
land, such as leather, horn goods, &c. 

That the Department should take steps to aid the 
County Councils to acquire waste and untenanted 
lands for the purpose of re-afforestation, and that in. 
the case of existing large woods and plantations which 
are detached from residential demesnes, they should 
be vested by the Estates Commissioners in the County 
Councils, as we consider a proper organised system 
of re-aftorestation will prove one of the best means 
of providing employment for labourers in county dis- 
tricts, and so helping to stop emigration. 

That in future, when making appointments of ex- 
perts and instructors by County Committees, that 
candidates for these positions should be examined 
by some regular system of examination, after which 
certificates of efficiency should be given by the Depart- 
ment to those who may pass, so that no delay or 
friction may occur with County Committees when ap- 
pointments are made, and that a representative of 
the Department should attend" to give advice in the 
selection of suitable candidates in future. 

We are of opinion that the Department should be.- 
more frequently represented at County Committee 
meetings so that the Committees would be in more- 
direct and frequent communication with them. 

All bulls selected provisionally or otherwise for pre- 
miums should have been previously submitted to and 
pass the Tuberculin test. 

That the Department should so arrange the bull 
schemes particularly in poor districts, that greater 
facilities for the acquisition of premium bulls should .’ 
be given to small farmers.” 

E. M. Walsh, Secretary^ 

11th June, 1906. 


County of Tipperary, N". R. 


T. B. Feely, Clerk. 


County of Tipperary, N. R. 

Co. Tipper- Agricultural and Technical Instruction (Ireland) 
my<N&) Act, 1899, Joint Committee, 
c. of a. & ’ ’ 

T L Resolved : — v 

“ That we are of opinion that itinerant lectures in 
agriculture should be considerably curtailed, and the 
funds applied to more extended work in the way of 


Agricultural and Technical Instruction (Ire- 
land) Act, 1899, Joint Committee. 

Resolved r — 

“That this Committee unanimously are of 
opinion that it is the duty of the Department 
of Agriculture and Technical Instruction to promote 
and assist in making successful local industries, and 
that it ils essential to do so at once so as to provide 
openings for the boys and girls now being technically 
educated in the various centres throughout the coun- 
try. 
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AP LXV >nC are further °f opinion that the Department 

' should consult with the various Joint Committees and 

assist them to collaborate schemes suitable to the re- 
quirements of the different counties. 

We are, however, aware that the funds, at present, 
at the disposal of the Department are quite insuffi- 
cient to properly develop the country as regards tech- 
nical instruction, and the promotion of industries, 
and earnestly trust that one result of the Commission 
now inquiring into the working of the Department 
may be a large increase in the; funds devoted to those 
purposes.” 

E. M. Waxsh, Secretary. 

12th May, 1906. 


Tipperary (Joint) Technical Instruction Com- 
mittee. 

Tipperary, 2nd May, 1906. 

SSno ary (f - ) f n the opinion of our Committee experience has 
T.I.C. shown that in order to obtain the full benefit of the 
— provisions of the Act of 1899, more effective methods 
of attracting pupils at the initial stages are essential. 
As compared with other countries there is far more 
need for special treatment, in the shape of more liberal 
provision for prizes and other rewards as methods of 
arousing interest at the outset in the minds of the 
community. 

, (2.) The careers open to those who go through an en- 
tire course of technical instruction in rural oentres are 
entirely inadequate when considered as an inducement 
for undertaking a course of studies of the kind, whilst 
provision for continuing those studies in the cases of 
r specially expert pupils is almost non-existent. The 
general result is that students who take two or three- 
year courses find that there is little prospect of pro- 
ceeding further, or of usefully employing the training 
which they have been at pains to acquire. 

(3.) The relations of the Department to the Com- 
mittee are, on the whole, satisfactory. 

• general working of our scheme has occa- 

• sionally been hampered by the lack of available funds, 
throughout the country the utter absence of any 
arrangements whatever for providing adequate build- 
ing funds is a serious drawback. 

(5.) The information at the disposal of my Com- 
mittee as to the relations of the Department with other 
•educational bodies is not sufficient to warrant us in 
offering any observations on the subject. 

J. D. Forde. 

J. Dowling. 

P- J. Flynn, Secretary. 


(a.) The great necessity there exists for money to 
enable suitable technical schools to be built. It is 
the experience of this Committee that the limited 
and unsuitable character of their building has 
proved serious obstacles to the instruction given 
(6.) That money should be available to assist 
the development of industries, and in this the De- 
partment should be aided by a Council of business 
experts. There should also be established a Bureau 
of Industries to enable small producers to get expert 
advice and necessary assistance, so as to enable 
them to reach suitable markets. 

(c.) That the Department should use, to the fullest 
extent, their powers in providing such technical 
instruction in Secondary and technical schools as 
will supply trained hands for local industries, and » 
if funds or powers are not found to be sufficient 
steps should be taken to get them extended.” ’ 

IV. “ That as cases of dispute sometimes arise be- 
tween the local Committees and the Department/ this 
Committee is of opinion that an independent body 
should be formed to settle matters in dispute.” 

V. “ That the Administrative Body be composed of 
four paid Commissioners from the agricultural side 
and an equal number from the technical side. These 
Commissioners, who shall bo duly qualified by ex- 
amination or otherwise, should lx* elected by the 
County Councils, one for eacli province, and hold office 
for a term of five years.” 

VI. ‘‘That the higher sections of the Department, 
should be supplied with expert knowledge— -the best 
obtainable.” 

VII. “ That the Department has yet done nothing 
practical towards the co-ordination of Primary and 
technical education, though this matter has been' urged 
by the resolutions of thr'oe Technical Congresses. This 
seems to be due to the fact that up to the present the 
Consultative Committee has been ineffective.” 


Yours, etc., 


H. 0. Arm strong, Secretary. 


Urban District of Tralee Central Technical 
Schools. 

-p. „ Tralee, 14f/t Nov., 1906. 

Dear Sir, — 

I am directed to request your attention to the sub- 
jomed extract from the Minutes of Proceedings of the 
Urban District of Tralee Technical Instruction Com- 
ber 1906 their meeting ’ held h * re 011 the 7th Novem- 


Yours, etc., 


Resolved : — 


H. 0. Armstrong, Secretary 


Urban District of Trai.ee Central Technical ... 

Schools. 

— Tralee, 22nd May, 1906. 

OT?°i. C , I . n reply to your letter of the 14th April, 1906, 
— asking for my Committee’s observations upon the ques- 
tions referred to the Departmental Inquiry Com- 
mittee, I am directed to transmit to you the following 
resolutions unanimously passed by xhem at a special 
meeting held on the 22nd May, 1906 * 

.. That thi f Committee is strongly of opinion that 
the Department of Agriculture and Technical Instruc- 
tion should be subject to the control of dulv elected 
representatives of the people.” 

II. “ That the local Committees should have a real 
voice m the managemnet of the schools : that to vest 
all authority m a central body independent of the 
local Committee is inexpedient and inadvisable. This 
arrangement leaves the Committee at the mercv of 
the permanent officials of the Department, who can 
be subjected to neither criticism nor appeal” 

“That the sum of £55,000 for the purpose of 
technical instruction is totally inadequate; the amount 
should be substantially increased, and in estimating 
the increase necessary, regard should be had to 


That we strongly protest against the pre- 
pne-man administration in con- 
coS^n, th technical and agricultural funds, as we 
°, nly ; 1 ; f , ull y representative and adminis- 
public fuifds Sh ° uld bo entl 'usted with the control of 
We believe that the absence of such control, hitherto, 
fhf «7 n '- ^ a / arg0 ? xtent > the cause through which 

b “ 

1 ™ i “ iry ” u 

ot bf sent to J. E. 

JX d cS'sSw 8 '' of *• 


Tyrone County Committee of Agriculture. 
Gbservations of Committee put in evidence by Mr. 

H. De Fellenberg Montgomery, d.l. (Q. 3413.) ac/of A. 


Tyrone County Committef. of Technical Instruc- 
tion. 

Observations of Committee put in evidence by Mr. Co. Tyrone 
P" ,V 6 Fellenberg Montgomery, d.l. (Q. 3408). and C.ofT.I. 
by Mr. Bradley (Q. 8049 a.) — 
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fo.Water- County Waterford Committee of Agriculture and 
A. r & t! £ Technical Instruction. 

Dungarvan, 31st May, 1906. 

The Waterford County Committee of Agriculture and 
Technical Instruction, in view of the terms of reference 
of the Parliamentary Inquiry respecting the Depart- 
ment of Agriculture and Technical Instruction for Ire- 
land desire to record their satisfaction as to the cordial 
relations existing between them and the Department 
from their inception, and the reasonable manner in 
which the Committee’s suggestions have been at all 
times dealt with. 

Taking into account the difficulties surrounding the 
carrying into effect of an unprecedented Act of Parlia- 
ment so complex in its nature and operations as the 
Agriculture and Technical Instruction Act for Ireland 
and the urgent and general anxiety to avail of its 
advantages, involving thereby incessant and press- 
ing demands upon the Department for information, 
guidance, and financial aid, it was unavoidable that 
same mistakes should be made; but on the whole the 
Committee are of opinion that the Department de- 
serves well of the country for the manner in which 
they have hitherto administered the Act. 

John P. Boyle, Secretary. 


Westmeath County Council Agricultural and 
Technical Instruction Committee. 

Killucan, 28t/i April, 1906. 

Dear Sir, — 

Co 'Th o’ f * ^6 to state that the copy of Warrant which ac- 
A. a &T.I 0t companied your letter of 14th instant, requesting ob- 
— servations on the matters referred to in same for the 
information of the Department of Agriculture and 
Technical Instruction Inquiry Committee was con- 
sidered by my Committee at their meeting of the 26th 
instant, and the following decision come to, viz. : — 
“ That amendment is necessary by extension of popu- 
lar control over Department, and by having the Vice- 
President in Parliament; that the Department and 
its officers should be elected by the County Councils’ 
General Council ; that the Agricultural Council should 
have power of initiative and decision ; that no steps of 
a committal character in regard to any scheme should 
be taken by the Department until first submitted to 
the Board of Agriculture or Board of Technical In- 
struction, as the case may be; that the Government 
be asked to increase substantially the endowment 
grant; and that agricultural demonstration plots 
should be attached to the National schools in the rural 
districts, and that the teachers of these schools should 
be qualified to teach agriculture to their pupils.” 
Yours, etc., 

Algernon Briscoe, Hon. Sec. 


Westport Urban District Council. 

Westport, Co. Mayo. 

Qth May, 1906. 

Sir,— 

Westport I am directed bjr the Westport Urban Council to 
U.D_C. lay before the. Inquiry Committee the following obser- 
vations relative to the working of the Department of 
Agriculture and Technical Instruction in Ireland. 

The Westport Urban Council has had no personal 
knowledge of what the Department has done, or is 
doing, to carry out the provisions of the Act of 
Parliament in large centres of populations, but in 
this district little has been done for the encoui-agement 
of industry, or for any definite instructions that would 
lead to any practical results. 

In the Convent schools at 'Westport there are classes 
teaching lace-making, cookery, laundry, dairying, 
knitting, and gardening, and in the Christian 
Brothers’ Secondary school here there is a class re- 
ceiving manual instruction in drawing and woodwork, 
and classes in experimental science and chemistry. 

It appears the Department has taken over from the 
Intermediate Education Board sole charge of the science 


classes in all the Secondary or Intermediate schools of ai> peot>ix 

the country, leaving the Board to look after the various ’ 

other subj ects in their curriculum. This connection of 
the Department with the Intermediate Education 
Board, we consider anomalous and prejudicial to the 
interests of education, as it diverts the attention of 
the Department and itls officials from the main object 
of its establishment, which we take to be the fostering 
of industries, especially of agriculture, and whatever 
might tend, to promote the amelioration of the humbler 
classes. 

We are therefore strongly of opinion that the De- 
partment would do well to leave the Secondary schools 
of the country altogether in the hands of the Inter- 
mediate Board, and to apply itself more assiduously 
to the spread of technical instruction and to the fos- 
tering of local industries. 

Now', the staple industry, indeed the only one, out- 
side our cities and large towns, is agriculture, and 
hence this Council would Strongly recommend the 
establishment of agricultural schools at reasonable dis- 
tances throughout the country, in which up-to-dabe 
methods of cultivation would be taught, and young 
farmers trained to obtain from their little holdings the 
best products, as to quantity and quality, they are 
capable of yielding. 

If the Land Bill be so amended that the grass lands 
now running wild for want of cultivation can be pur- 
chased and parcelled out amongst the peasantry, and 
if the latter are trained to improved methods of farm- 
ing, the country will soon recover from its impoverished 
state, and the people, seeing they can live comfortably 
at home, will cease to emigrate, and thus will the bone 
and sinew of the land, the most important assets of 
tlie State, be preserved for the general good of the 
Empire. 

Yours, etc., 

Francis Egan, Clerk, Urban Council.. 


Wexford County Council. 
Courthouse, Wexford, 


Sir,— 


25th May, 1906. 


I beg to inform you that at a meeting of my County Wexford 
Council on the 23rd instant, the enclosed observations Co - Council,' 
for your Committee were adopted. 

In addition to these my County Council also passed 
the following : — 

“ That as we have taxed ourselves in this county to 
the extent of Id. in the £ for the promotion of agri- 
cultural and technical schemes, we believe the Depart- 
ment should directly administer the funds at their 
disposal, and that they should not hand over 
any of these funds to any outside body over 
which the people have no control. We believe it is 
the business of the Department to organise agricultural 
industries in Ireland themselves.” 

“ That we consider that the Administrative Body of 
the Department of Agriculture, should be composed of, 
say, four paid Commissioners for the technical side. 

These Commissioners should be elected by the County- 
Councils, one for each province, and hold office for a 
term of five years. The Vice-President to be Chair- 
man of these Commissioners.” 

“ That everything tending to facilitate and promote 
tillage in the county, merits the close attention and' 
support of the Department.” 

Yours, etc., 

N. J. Frizelle, County Secretary. 


Departmental Inquiry Committee. 

Meeting — 28th April, 1906. 

The Committee consider that the live stock and agri- 
cultural schemes are, in a general way, satisfactory. 

They consider that the schemes as formulated by 
Committees and approved of by the Department, should 
be more elastic in character, and that savings under 
one head of expenditure set out in this scheme should 
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APPENDIX be made applicable to others in which the needs might 
L£V - be found to be gieater than originally anticipated. 

Regarding the question of agricultural Banks, it was 
decided that the Department should adopt a more com- 
prehensive scheme of providing capital, and that the 
official in charge of the work of organising agricultural 
Banks should be a Departmental official and have no 
connection with any other body. 

That if County Councils promote a scheme for 
floating county stock they should have as one of their 
objects (should they desire to do so) the financing of 
agricultural Banks on reasonable terms. 

That the County Council should possess a limited 
form of control over inland fisheries within the areas 
of their various counties. 


In arriving at the amount to be applied to technical in- 
struction purposes in urban centres (outside the county 
boroughs) aaid rural districts the Department act on 
the advice of the Board of Technical Instruction, and 
the represntation of the Borough Councils (which 
would naturally favour the urban areas) exceds the 
representation of all rural Ireland by more than two 
to one, while the contributions of the Department to 
technical instruction schemes in the towns exceeds the 
contributions to technical instruction schemes in the 
county (taking the condition of things in this county 
for comparison) in direct ratio to the contribution 
from the localities by ten to one.” 


The second metering of the Committee was held on 
Saturday, 5th May, 1906. 

The following suggestions were agreed to: — 

“ We consider that there should be more correlation 
between the National Education Commissioners and 
the Department. Instruction in simple cookery and 
elementary hygiene- should form portion of the 
curriculum in National schools for girls in rural dis- 
tricts; while instructors in agriculture and horti- 
culture employed by the Department and the County 
Committee should be allowed to take classes at the 
schools in country districts. 

We consider that the whole system of Primary edu- 
cation in rural districts requires revision and should 
be mado more applicable to the after-life of the pupils. 
We consider the teaching in the National schools at 
present is conducive to draw boys from the land in 
after life. In our opinion provision should be made 
for the teaching of agriculture, horticulture, and the 
principles of cottage industries. School gardens should 
be attached to National schools outside of towns, and 
special attention should be given in the training of 
girls to the cooking of vegetables raised in these 
gardens. 

That further agriculaural stations for the teaching 
of agriculture to boys, and run on similar lines to the 
station at Clonakilty should be established by the De- 
partment. Wexford County is admirably adapted for 
a station of this character. 

We are of opinion that the money allocated for tech- 
nical instruction in rural districts does not bear a 
just proportion to the amount contributed by the 
ratepayers of rural districts in view of the contribu- 
tions given by. the Department to urban centres. 

The question of the establishment of veterinary dis- 
pensaries is one of the utmost importance to the agri- 
cultural community and should be looked into with 
the- closest and most careful attention. 

This Committee is of opinion that the estimates 
which are stated to have been formed with regard to 
- the cost of these dispensaries would be found to be 
gross exaggerations of the probable facts, if the veteri- 
nary dispensary system was established. 

We believe that before adopting a uniform system 
for all Ireland, it would be well if the Department 
made three or four experiments in different counties— 
say one county in each province. This Committee are 
prepared to lay before the Department the nucleus of 
a scheme in respect of which an experiment might be 
made. 


The curriculum of National schools is not by an 
means well suited for agricultural districts. Tex 
hooks for reading classes and in classes for teachin 
arithmetic should be made to deal with subjects cor 
nected with agriculture. J 

o i have the Scholarship Scheme for Da 

Secondary schools to work admirably, and a furthe 
.extension of the svstem is desirable 

We desire to ell attention to theWantages oSere 
i 7 S /°£ Un iversity education inaugurate 

i 7 f ft Wex . ford County i Council at their meeting c 
17th November, 1905, and subsequently adopted by th 
General Council of the Irish Countv Councils I 
cannot be alleged that this scheme leads to the subs: 

rtuZfk of ^ 1 T fcl ° nal ^ d , UCatl0n ^smuch ^ tb 
students of Secondary schools of every denomina'tio 
are eligible for scholarships which, whten XSSS 
may be taken at the option of the student “ 

the consent of the County Councn%fSf in “ nd ^ 
of University standing, not only in the British 
but on the Continent. J e J3ntl£jl Isle 


Count* Wexfobd Committee of Agricultube, etc., 
Coubthouse, Wexford, 

ZOth May, 1906. 

The Committee consider that the live stock and Co Wex _ 
agricultural schemes are, in a general way, satisfac- fordo. cf 

tory. A- *_^_ L 

They consider that the schemes as formulated by 
Committees and approved of by the Department should 
me more elastic in character, and that savings under 
one head of expenditure set out in the scheme should 
be made applicable to others in which the needs might 
be found to be greater than originally anticipated. 

Regarding the question of agricultural Banks, it 
wab decided that the Department should adopt a more 
comprehensive scheme of providing capital, and that 
the official in charge of the work of organising agricul- 
tural Banks should be a Departmental official and 
have no connection with any other body. 

That if county Councils promote a scheme for float- 
ing county stock they should have as one of their objects 
(should they desire to do so) the financing of agricul- 
tural banks on reasonable terms. 

That the County Council should possess a limited 
form of control over inland fisheries within the areas 
of their respective counties. 

We consider that there should be more correlation 
between the National Education Commissioners and 
the Department. Instruction in simple cookery and 
elementary hygiene should form portion of the curricu- 
lum in National schools for gir-ls in rural districts, 
while instructors in agriculture and horticulture em- 
ployed by the Department and the County Committee 
should be allowed to take closses at the schools in coun- 
try districts. 

We consider that the whole system of Primary edu- 
cation in rural districts requires revision, and should 
be made more applicable to the after-life of the pupils. 

We consider the teaching in the National schools at 
present is conducive to draw boys from the land in 
after life. In our opinion provision should be made 
for the teaching of agriculture, horticulture, and the 
principles of cottage industries. School gardens should 
be attached to National schools outside of towns, and 
special attention should be given in the training of 
girls to the cooking of vegetables raised in these 
gardens. 

That further agricultural stations for the teaching 
of agriculture to boys, and run on similar lines to 
the station at Clonakilty, should be established by the 
Department. Wexford County is admirably adapted 
for a station of this character. 

We are of opinion that the money allocated for 
technical instruction in rural districts does not bear 
a just proportion to the amount contributed by the 
ratepayers of rural districts in view of the contribu- 
tions given by the Department to urban districts. 

The question of the establishment of veterinary dis- 
pensaries is one of the utmost importance to the agri- 
cultural community, and should be looked into with 
the closest and most careful attention. 

This Committee, are of opinion that the estimates 
which are stated to have been formed with regard to 
the cost of these dispensaries would be found to be 
gross exaggerations of the probabble facts if the 
veterinary dispensary system was established. 

We believe that before adopting a uniform system 
for all Ireland^ it would be well if the Department 
made three or four experiments in different counties— 
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say on© county in each province. This Committee are 
prepared to lay before the Department the nucleus of 
a scheme in respect of which an experiment might 
be made. 

The curriculum of National schools is not by any 
means well suited for agricultural districts. Text 
books for reading classes and in classes for teaching 
arithmetic should be made to deal with subjects con- 
nected with agriculture. 

We have found the Scholarship scheme for Day 
Secondary schools to work admirably, and a further 
■extension of the system is desirable. 

We desire to call attention to the advantages offered 
by the scheme for University education inaugurated 
by the Wexford County Council, at their meeting of 
17th November, 1905, and subsequently adopted by the 
■General Council of the Irish County Council. It cannot 
be alleged that this scheme leads to the subsidising of 
■denominational education, inasmuch as the students 
■of Secondary schools of every denomination are eligible 
for Scholarships, which, when obtained, may be taken 
-at the option of the student and with the consent of 
the County Council at any institution of University 
standing, not only in the British Isles, but on the 
Continent. 

In arriving at the amount to be applied for technical 
instruction purposes in urban centres (outside the 
County Boroughs) and rural districts, the Department 
■act on the advice of the Board of Technical Instruc- 
tion, and the representation of the Borough Councils 
(which would naturally favour the urban areas) ex- 
ceeds the representation of all rural Ireland by more 
than two to one, while the contributions of the De- 
partment to technical instruction schemes in the towns 
■exceeds the contributions to technical instruction 
schemes in the county (taking the condition of things 
in this county for comparison) in direct ratio to the 
contribution from the localities by ten to one. 

That as we have taxed ourselves in this county to 
the extent of Id. in the £. for the promotion of agri- 
cultural and technical instruction schemes, we believe 
that the Department should directly administer the 
funds at their disposal, and that they should not hand 
over any of these funds to any outside body over which 
the people have no control. We believe it is the 
business of the Department to organise agricultural 
industries in Ireland themselves. 

We consider that the administrative body of the De- 
partment should be composed of, say, four paid Com- 
missioners for the technical side. These Commis- 
sioners should be elected bv the County Councils, one 
for each province, and hold office for a term of five 
years. The Vice-President to be Chairman of these 
•Commissioners. 

That everything tending to promote and facilitate 
tillage in the country, merits the close attention and 
support of the Department. 

N. J. Prize '.le, Secretary. 


Wexford Municipal Technical School, 

Wexford, ZOth May, 1906. 

Sir, — 

Wexford With reference to your letter of the 14th ultimo, 
U. T.r. c. requesting the Wexford Urban Technical Instruction 
Committee to transmit any observations they might 
wish to offer upon the questions referred to the Agri- 
culture and Technical Instruction Inquiry Committee, 
I am directed to inform you that the following are 
the points which the Wexford Urban Committee de- 
sire to bring under the notice of the Departmental 
Ccmmittee : — 

As regards the provisions of the Agriculture and 
Technical Instruction ( Ireland ) Act, 1899. 

“The allocation of £55,000 for the purposes of tech- 
nical instruction is totally inadequate, and any 
amendment in this direction should be an endowment 
which would increase in keeping with the growth of 
technical instruction. 

“ The absence of anv provision for building pur- 
poses is a fatal flaw in the Act.”- 


A's to the method of administering the Act. 

“To have an administrative body of four paid 
Commissioners for the technical side, and an equal 
number for the agriculture side. These Commissioners 
should be elected by the County Councils, one for each 
province, and hold office for a term of three years. 

“ The Department has yet don© nothing practical 
towards co-ordination of Primary and technical educa- 
tion, though this matter has been urged by the reso- 
lutions of three technical Congresses. This seems to be 
due to the fact that the Consultative Committee is 
ineffective.” 

Your obedient Servant, 

G. Lons lev, Secretary. 


Countt Wicklow Committee ot Agriculture. 

Courthouse, Wicklow, 

May 1st, 1906. 

Report of the Sub-Committee appointed at the last ^w^'orA. 
monthly meeting of the County Committee of Agri- w 
culture to formulate the prevailing opinions in the 
county, as to whether the provisions of the 
Agriculture and Technical Instruction (Ireland) 

Act, 1899, constituting the Department, and 

the methods which the Department has followed in 
carrying out these provisions, have l>een shown by ex- 
perience to be well suited to the conditions of Ire- 
land; whether any, and, if so, what changes are desir- 
able in those provisions and methods; and to report 
also upon the relations of the Department to the Coun- 
cil of Agriculture and to the Agricultural Board ; 
upon its relations to local statutory bodies; upon the 
funds at its disposal, and the modes of employing 
them ; and upon its position in regard to other De- 
partments, especially those charged with educational 
functions. 

The Sub-Committe© met this day in the Courthouse, 
Rathdrum, and unanimously agreed to report as fol- 
lows : — 

The general feeling of the people is, that in many 
respects the provisions of the Act referred to, and the 
methods which the Department has followed in carry- 
ing out these provisions ar© not well suited to the 
conditions of Ireland, and there is an universal de- 
sire to have the following changes made in those pro- 
visions and methods : — 

I . — Provisions constituting the Department. 

1. — That the Board of Agriculture should control 
the executive functions of the Department. 

2. — That all the work of the Department, such as — 

(a) Schemes of Instruction ; 

(b) Schemes for the Improvement of Live 
Stock; 

(c) Schemes for the Development of Industries ; 

(d) The Appointment and Dismissal of 
Officials, 

should receive the sanction of the Board before being 
carried into effect. 

There is much dissatisfaction on account of the 
manner in which officers are appointed and dismissed ; 
and this dissatisfaction is very much againsc the suc- 
cessful working of the Department’s schemes. 

II. — Methods of the Department. 

1. — That most people are of opinion that the time 
for lectures is past, and all are looking forward to 
the time when the instructions already given will be 
carried into practice — e.g., two example holdings of, 
say, twenty to fifty acres in extent should be estab- 
lished in the county without delay. 

2. — That as regards horticulture, poultry -keeping, 
and butter-making, it is also considered that sufficient 
lectures have been given, and that the instructors 
should devote their whole time to visiting private 
farms and to giving instructions thereon. 

Q 
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Append 1 * 3 — That a county agricultural school and experi- 
— ' mental station be established as soon as possible. 

4. — In order to work necessary schemes successfully, 
more money ia required To give instances: — 

(a) To provide Scholarships, to enable farmers’ 

sons to obtain scientific training in agri- 
culture. 

(b) To provide horticultural plots, convenient to 

rural schools, for the purpose of affording 
instruction to the children attending such 
schools. 

(c) The Department’s Co-operative Fruit- 

Growing Scheme should be put into opera- 
tion in Co. Wicklow, as this county is par- 
ticularly well adapted to the growing of 
fruit. 

(d) The Department is out of joint in its relation 
•to other educational authorities, sometimes 
there is overlapping, and there is always 
a want of continuity. No effort is being 
made in the Primary schools to prepare 
the youth of the country for scientific 
agricultural and technical education- 

(e) On the Avondaile estate, in this county, the 

Department has established a School of 
Forestry. W© consider this a step in the 
right direction, and wc believe that this 
school, with the co-operation of the 
County Committee, might be used with 
great advantage in having waste and un- 
profitable land planted with suitable trees. 

(/) Poultry-Fattening Station, Avondale . — The 
manner in which this branch of the De- 
partment is worked is causing a good deal 
of dissatisfaction. In our opinion, the 
fowl should be purchased in the open mar- 
kets, as we are convinced that the present 
system of purchasing is most injurious to 
the local markets. 


Urban District Council, 

Youghal, 9f/i May, 1906. 

Sir, — 

Tongimi The above Urban District Council have had before 
TT,D-C - them your Circular letter of the 14th April, 1906, to- 
gether with the accompanying copy of a Warrant 
constituting the above Committee, and I am to in- 
form you that having communicated with the Right 
Rev. Monsignor Keller, r.r., Chairman of the Local 
Technical Instruction Committee, the Council have 
received and formally adopted his observations, a copy 
of, which I enclose herewith for the information of the 
Vice-Regal Committee. 

Yours, etc., 

Jamfs J. O’Shea, Clerk. 


Sr. Mary’s Presbytery, 

Youghal, Co. Cork. 

2nd May, 1006. 

My Dear Mr. O’Shea, — 

In reply to your letter of the 30th ult., asking for 
observations in reference to the classes for technical 
instruction here, I beg to make the following state- 


1. The attendance at the evening instruction in 
woodwork, carpentry and joinery, and building con- 
struction has been very poor. The body of those for 
whom such instruction would be useful practically 
evince no interest in it, although public and private 
efforts have been made to stimulate their attendance 


2. We have no evening classes in commercial sub- 
jects, although those subjects ought to be of great ad- 
vantage to a community like ours ; but even if we had 
such a class I doubt that it would be much better 
attended than those in the above-mentioned subjects. 

3. The class in art metal work has had a consider- 
able success considering the small number who attend 
it, and has turned out some beautiful work ; but I fear 
for its future in view of the difficulty of a market 
for its articles. 

4. The only class that has been well attended is the 
art class, but this arises from the fact that an interest 
is taken in it by the better educated people amongst 
us, for whom probably the benefits of the Act of 
Parliament were not primarily attended. 

5. The instruction in cookery and laundry given by 
an instructress under the Department to the work 
girls at the Convent has been satisfactory, owing to 
the fact that those girls are largely under the control 
of the nuns, who secure their attendance. 

On the whole, evening technical instruction in 
Youghal has not been a success. 

To my mind the causes are : inertness and want of 
laudable ambition for self-improvement on the part 
of the young people, and the difficulty of convincing 
them of the advantage of a course of instruction for 
which they must sacrifice their freedom in the even- 
ings, and from which they see no immediate prospect 
of pecuniary gain in this locality. 

Remedies. 

1. It is difficulty to suggest remedies for the state of 
affairs described in the last paragraph. However, 
if a generous system of prizes for attendance and pro- 
ficiency could be introduced, I daresay the result 
would be satisfactory, but there seems to be no hope 
of this, as the work appears to be cramped through 
want of funds. 

2. I am strongly of opinion that our only hope for 
the spread of technical instruction lies in taking hold 
of the Primary schools and introducing it into them. 
There the pupils are under control; their attendance 
is secured, and they have not that repugnance to 
novelties which is so prejudicial to improvement and 
progress amongst their elders. 

Yet practically nothing has been done in this respect 
up to tire present. 

We have established a class of technical instruction 
in connection with the Clonpriest Male School in this 
parish, with good results so far. The class is held 
after school hours, and the boys are made interested 
in the work. Glasses of this kind should be generally 
introduced within school hours, and should be sus- 
tained by the Department. 


Agriculture. 

Although our local Committee is not directly con- 
cerned with agricultural matter, yet, as the Vice- 
Regal Committee are to inquire into questions relating 
to this subject in connection with the working of the 
Department, and as the Youghal Urban Council 
are naturally interested in the welfare of the sur- 
rounding district, I beg to submit the following ob- 
servations: — 

1. I have obtained visits from time to time of several 
lecturers on agricultural subjects in this parish. My 
experience has led me to the conclusion that the lec- 
tures given, although in themselves most useful, have 
led to no practical result. But few fanners attended 
them, and those who attended learned nothing. I 
have been forced to the conclusion that the money 
expended on those lectures is pure waste. 

2. I strongly approve of the recent action of the 
County Committee in opening classes twice a week for 
young men who are destined for agricultural pursuits. 
Three young men from this parish have availed of the 
instructions given in Cork, with happy results. 

The centres of instruction should be largely in- 
creased through the county, and if possible a farm 
attached to each. I am convinced that in this direc- 
tion lies our only hope of improvement in agricultural 
methods in this country. 
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Horticulture. 

I have given over to the Committee a plot of land at 
Gurtroe, of which I had control, for the purpose of ex- 
hibitions in horticulture. The plot has been worked 
under the superintendence of the county horticulturist, 
but the farmers of the district have shown no desire 
to profit by it. Yet the cultivation of fruit and vege- 
tables ought to be an important source of revenue to 
farmers, particularly if a central market for such pro- 
ducts be established in Cork, as I hope it will be. 

However, the fact that there is but one horticulturist 
for the vast County of Cork makes it impossible to 
work the plots with success. 


Early Potatoes. 


manures ; and many farmers have undertaken this in- AP lxv! 
dustry at their own expense, being encouraged by the — 
success of their first effort. 

It would be desirable that the Department should 
continue its aid for a few years, until such time as 
the farmers were competent to carry on the work 
themselves and find their own markets for their pro- 
duce. 

I offer these observations to the Youghal Urban 
Council in the hope that the Vice-Regal Committee 
at present sittings may result in recommending a large 
increase of funds for the purposes of agriculture and 
technical instruction, and may devise a method of 
bringing the benefits of the Act of Parliament more 
into contact with the maSs of the people. 


The soil and climatic conditions of a large portion 
of this parish have been found suitable for the pro- 
duce of early potatoes. 

Last year the Department helped us in this matter, 
and the result has been such as to warrant a hope of 
continued success, if the effort be persevered in. This 
year we have received increased aid from the Depart- 
ment in supplying seed potatoes and chemical 


D. Keller, p.p., v.g. 

I should have stated that the instructions given in 
dairying were very successful. The number of pupils 
was, of course, limited. 

The want of accommodation and utensils in the 
homes of the pupils will mar the results. 


Q 2 
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Appendix No. LXVI, 

48 & 49 Vic., c. 78. 

EDUCATIONAL ENDOWMENTS (IRELAND) ACT, 1885. 


No. 62. Province of Munster. 


Date of Scheme — 21s i May, 1894. 


FINAL APPROVAL BY ORDER IN COUNCIL. 


Endowment — The Monster Dairy Sch ooe and Agricultural Institute. 


lxvi. By the Lord Lieutenant and Privy Council in Ireland. 
HOUGHTON. 

Whereas the Right Honorable Gerald FitzGibbon 
and the Right Honorable William O’Brien, the Judi- 
cial Commissioners constituted under the Educational 
Endowments (Ireland) Act, 1885, have, in virtue of 
the powers conferred upon them by the said Act and 
the Acts continuing the same, and of every other power 
enabling them in that behalf, framed and signed 
under their hands a Scheme relating to the Munster 
Dairy School and Agricultural Institute, which 
Scheme is annexed to this Order : 

And whereas the time limited by the said Acts for 
exercising the powers of making and approving this 
Scheme has been duly extended, upon special cause 
shown, with reference to the above-mentioned En- 
dowments, by Orders of the Lord Lieutenant in Coun- 
cil, dated, respectively, March 30, 1893, and Decem- 
ber 23, 1893, in pursuance of the 38th section of the 
first-mentioned Act: 

And whereas all the conditions in regard to the said 
Stheme which are required to be fulfilled by the said 
Acts to enable the said Scheme to be finally approved 
have been fulfilled: 

Now, therefore, We, the Lord Lieutenant-General 
and General Governor of Ireland, by and with the 
advice and consent of Her Majesty’s Privy Council 
in j ’ "° b y this 0rder , pursuant to the 27tli 
and 38th sections of the first-mentioned Act, declare 
our approbation of the aforesaid Scheme, and the 
same is hereby finally approved. 

Given at the Council Chamber, Dublin 
Castle, this 21st day of May, 1894. 

CHARLES R. BARRY. 

W. M. JOHNSON. 

P. J. KEENAN. 

MACDERMOT, A.-G. 

THOMAS A. DICKSON. 

C. T. REDINGTON. 


Scheme refereed to in the foregoing Order. 

No • 62 ’ Province of MUNSTER. 


EDUCATIONAL ENDOWMENTS (IRELAND) 
COMMISSION. 


Scheme framed under the Educational Endowments 
(Ireland) Act, 1885, for the future government 
and management of the Educational Endowments 
of and belonging to The Munster Dairy School 
and Agricultural Institute. 

Whereas, in the year 1853, an Agricultural School 
for young men known as the Munster Model Farm, 
V b u the , Commi ssioners of National 

Education at Ballygaggm near the City of Cork 


upon the lands and in the buildings described in the 
First Schedule hereto, and the said School was main- 
tained by the said Commissioners, by means of moneys 
provided by Parliament, until the year 1880 : 

And whereas, in the year 1880, the Lords Commis- 
sioners of Her Majesty’s Treasury decided that it was. 
no longer desirable to maintain such Schools out of 
public funds, and it was proposed to discontinue Ihe- 
said School, and to sell or surrender the lands and,- 
buildings belonging thereto : 

And whereas the County of Cork Agricultural 
Society thereupon represented to Her Majesty’s- 
Government, and to the Commissioners of National. 
Education, that it would be injurious to the agricul- 
tural community of the South of Ireland if the said' 
School were closed, and urged that it should be still 
maintained, and that .'a new Department should be- 
added to the said School, for the instruction of women 
m the management of Dairies ; and the said Society- 
offered, by means of a Local Committee, to assist in 
the management of the School, and to raise, by volun- 
tary subscriptions, additional funds to provide the- 
instruction aforesaid : 

And whereas the Commissioners of National Edu> 
cation, with the consent of the Lords Commissioners’ 
of Her Majesty’s Treasury, accepted the offer of the 
r efcy ’ i 071 tllQ understanding that the respon- 
sibility for the necessary expenditure upon the said' 
arm, and for the administration of the public funds: 
provided for the maintenance of the said School, 
should still rest with the said Commissioners, but that, 
the Local Committee appointed bv the Agricultural 
Society should administer the funds raised by the- 
said Society, and should co-operate with the said 
Commissioners in the management of the said Farm- 
and Agricultural School, and of the Dairy School for 
women to be established in connection therewith : 

And whereas, since the year 1880. an Agricultural' 
School for young men. and a Dairy School for young 
women, known as the Munster Agricultural and Dairy 
school, have been maintained upon the said premises 
described in the First Schedule hereto, under the- 
management of the Commissioners of National Edu- 
c .ion, a )ded by a Local Committee appointed by the 
said Agricultural Society, and the cost of maintaining 
the saia School has been defrayed partly out of moneys 
provided by Parliament, partly bv pupils' fees, and 
partly by voluntary subscriptions collected bv the Local 
Committee aforesaid, and the said School* is now in 
operation : 

And whereas, in Ihe year 1887, a grant of £2,000- 
was inade by the Lords Commissioners of Her Ma- 
jesty s Treasury to the said Local Committee, for the 
purposes of the said School ; but, pending the setfcle- 
»«« a Scheme for the futuie management of the 
sand School and for the application of the property 
and funds administered by the said Local Committee, 
the said sum has remained unexpended, and has been 
invested and accumulated, and is now represented by 
the Government Stock and other funds described in 
the Second Schedule hereto, and the said Stock and 
lundi, and any other property held by the said Local 
Committee for the purposes of this Scheme, now con- 
stitute Educational Endowments within the meaning 
ot che Educational Endowments (Ireland) Act, 1885, 
and the said Local Committee, as and being the 
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Governing Body of the said Endowments, have applied 
to the Commissioners under the said Act to frame a 
Scheme for the future government and management of 
the said Endowments, and the said Act applies to the 
same accordingly : 

And whereas it has appeared to the Commissioners 
under the said Act, after d.ue inquiry, that, in order 
to extend the usefulness of the said Endowments, 
provision should be made for the future government 
and management thereof, and .for the administration 
of any other property available for the purposes of this 
Scheme, in manner hereinafter appearing : 

Therefore, from and after the date of this Scheme, 
being the day upon which the Lord Lieutenant shall 
by Order in Council declare his approbation hereof, 
the said Endowments shall be held, governed, 
managed, and applied, for the purposes, with the 
powers, under the conditions and provisions, and in 
the manner hereinafter set forth, and not otherwise, 
any previous Act of Parliament, Letters Patent, 
Statute, Charter, Deed, Instrument, Agreement, 
Trust, or Direction, relating to the subject-matter of 
this Scheme, ' to the contrary notwithstanding. 

Preliminary. 

n t®rpr£ 1. For the purposes of this Scheme, unless the 
Vertne. context otherwise requires, the following terms shall 
be interpreted as follows : 

“The Act” shall mean The Educational Endow- 
ments (Ireland) Act, 1885. 

“The Governors” shall mean the Governing Body 
• of the Munster Dairy School and Agricultural In- 

stitute, hereby incorporated. 

“The Present School” shall mean the educational 
institution know as the Munster Agricultural and 
Dairy School, carried on by the Commissioners of 
National Education, aided by the above-mentioned 
Local Committee, upon the premises described in the 
First Schedule hereto. 

“ The Future Schools ” shall mean and include any 
educational institution or institutions, other than the 
Present School, which may, at any time hereafter, 
be established, carried on, maintained, or aided by or 
placed under the management of the Governors, in 
accordance with the provisions of this Scheme. 

“ The Schools ” shall mean and include the Present 
School, the Future Schools, and any other educational 
institution for the time being managed, maintained, 
or aided by the Governors under this Scheme. 

" The Institute” shall mean the institution for the 
Promotion of Agriculture in the .Province of Munster, 
to be established, and to be maintained or aided, 
by the Governors in accordance with the provisions 
of th’s Scheme. 

“ The Endowments ” shall mean and include the 
Government Stock and funds described in the Second 
Schedule hereto, with all other moneys, funds, dairy 
and farming stock, implements, furniture, appliances, 
goods, chattels, and property, real or personal, at the 
date of this Scheme, held or possessed by the Local 
Committee of the School, or by any other person or 
persons, other than the Commissioners of National 
Education, in trust for or applicable to all or any of 
the purposes of this Scheme, and shall also include 
all or any other property, real or personal, which may 
hereby or at any time hereafter become or be vested 
in the Governors for the purposes of this Scheme ; but 
“The Endowments” shall not include any property 
vested in the Commissioners of National Education, 
save so far as the said Commissioners may from time 
to time otherwise provide or agree. 

“ Technical Education ” shall mean and include all 
technical instruction and manual instruction within 
the meaning of the Technical Instruction Act, 1889, 
and all other theoretical and practical instruction and 
training which may directly tend to prepare young 
persons for agriculture or any other industry, or for 
any trade, handicraft, or commercial pursuit. 

The Governing Body. 

Tncorpcra- 2. From and after the date of this Scheme a Govem- 
lion of ing Body shall be formed for the future government 
EoOy\ CnlB an d management of the Endowments, and of the 
Future Schools, and of the Institute, and for aiding 
in the management of the Present School, in manner 
following : — 

It shall consist of Life Governors ; of Governors 
representing the Subscribers ; and of Governors re- 
presenting Public Bodies. The first Life Governors 


and the first Governors representing the Subscribers • a ”?endix 

shall be such and so many of the eighteen Governors * 

hereinafter named, as, at the date of this Scheme, 
shall be members of the existing Committee of the 
Munster Dairy and Agricultural School, and shall be 
qualified able and willing to act as Governors : — 

(A.) Six Life Governors : — 

1. Sir George St. John Colthurst, Bart., d.l.. 

The Castle, Blarney. 

2. Richard Barter, St. Ann’s Hill, Blarney. 

3. James Byrne, Wallstown Castle, Shanbally- 

more. 

4. Alexander Ferguson, Belvidere, Cork. 

5. Colonel E. A. Shuldham, d.l., Coolkelure, 

Duumanway. 

6. Robert Uniacke Penrose FitzGerald, m.p., d.l., 

Corkbeg, Whitegate. 


(B.) Twelve Governors representing the Subscribers. 

1. Captain Richard P. Beamish, d.l., Ash- 

bourne, Glounthane. 

2. Richard E. Longfield, d.l., Waterloo, Mallow. 

3. Richard H. Beamish, Ashbourne, Glounthane. 

4. Christopher J. Dunne, Sydney Place, Cork. 

5. Ludlow A. Beamish, Ashgrove, Queenstown. 

6. James Ogilvie, Warren's Place, Cork. 

7. Thomas A. Forrest, Butter Exchange, Cork. 

8. Savage French, Cuskinny, Queenstown. 

9. Martin Flavin, Sunday’s Well, Cork. 

10. Thomas Henderson, Ardreen, Inniscarra. 

11. George Logan, Ballynora, Ballincollig. 

12. John Morrison, Knocklasheen, Cork. 

So long as the Present School remains in connec- 
tion with the Commissioners of National Education, 
or any part of the cost of mainaining the Future 
Schools, or any of them, is defrayed by moneys pro- 
vided by Parliament and administered by tlie said 
Commissioners, the said Commissioners, if they think 
fit, may from time to time elect two Governors to 
represent them. 

If and so long as the Royal Dublin Society, or the 
Congested Districts Board for Ireland, or any Local 
Authority, or any other Public Body (other than the 
Guardians of a Poor Law Union, or any other Taxing 
Authority), shall annually contribute not less than 
Fifty Pounds to the Endowments, the said Society 
and Board, and every Authority or Public Body, so 
contributing, respectively, may each elect one Gover- 
nor, or, if contributing annually not less than Two. 

Hundred Pounds to the Endowments, may each elect- 
two Governors, to represent them. 

If and so long as the Guardians of the Poor for- 
any Union, or any other Taxing Authority, in the 
Province of Munster, shall annually levy a rate of! 
not less than one half-penny in the pound upon all 
the rateable property under their control, and shall' 
apply the produce of such rate to the purposes of this 
Scheme, or, in any case in which a rate of one half- 
penny in the pound upon the property aforesaid 
would amount to Two Hundred Pounds or upwards, 
shall annually levy a rate of not less than one far- 
thing in the pound upon all the property aforesaid- 
and shall apply the produce of such rate to the pur- 
poses of this Scheme, each Board of Guardians or- 
other Taxing Authority so contributing may elect - 
one Governor, or, if contributing annually not less- 
than Two Hundred Pounds to the Endowments, may 
elect Two Governors, to represent them. 

Every Governor elected under the foregoing pro- 
visions shall be elected in such manner, and subject; 
to such conditions, and shall hold office for such 
period, during the continuance of the prescribed con- 
tribution, as the Body by whom he is elected shall 
from time to time determine. 

The Governors for the time being shall constitute 
a Body Corporate, by the name of “ The Munster 
Daily School and Agricultural Institute,” with per- 
petual succession and a common seal, and power to 
acquire and hold property, real and personal, for the 
purposes of this Scheme ; and they may, from time to 
time, exercise all the powers of the Governors under 
this Scheme, notwithstanding any vacancy or vacan- 
cies in their number. 

3. If at the date of this Scheme any of the above T ., 
named Life Governors shall not be resident in the Governors. 
Province of Munster and able and willing to act, 
and whenever thereafter any Life Governor shall die’, 
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AP LXVXC X -° r resign b y writin 8 under his hand, or become bank- 

rupt, or refuse to act, or become incapable of acting, 

or shall cease to reside in the Province of Munster, 
or shall for two years fail to attend any meeting of 
the Governors, his office shalj thereupon become 
vacant. The fact of each vacancy, with the cause 
thereof, shall be recorded in the minutes of the Gover- 
, nors. Upon the occurrence of each vacancy among 
the said Life Governors, the remaining Governors, at 
a meeting held upon due notice, shall fill the vacancy 
by co-opting a suitable person, being a Subscriber and 
resident in the Province of Munster, to be a Governor 
representing the Subscribers. Each Governor so co- 
opted shall hold office until the third Annual Meeting 
of the Subscribers held next after his election, or until 
he shall vacate office as hereinafter provided ; and 
thereupon and thereafter his place, as a Governor 
representing the Subscribers, shall be filled from time 
to time, as occasion shall require, as hereinafter pro- 
vided. 

Governors 4. At the first Annual Meeting of the Subscribers 
tag th(? nt ~ the date of this Scheme, and at every sub- 

Subsori- sequent Annual Meeting of the Subscribers, one of 
ters. every three Governors then representing the Sub- 
scribers shall go out of office, and the Subscribers 
present, or represented by proxy, or voting by voting 
papers, at each Annual Meeting, may, subject as 
hereinafter provided, elect a suitable person, being a 
Subscriber and resident in the Province of Munster, 
to be a Governor, in the place of each Governor so 
going out of office, and each Governor so elected shall 
hold office until the third Annual Meeting of the 
Subscribers held next after his election, or until ho 
shall vacate office as hereinafter provided. The order 
in which the above named Governors representing the 
Subscribers shall go out of office, shall be determined 
by lot ; in all other cases, the Governors who have 
been longest in office shall retire, and whenever it may 
be necessary to select for retirement one of several 
■Governors of equal standing, the election shall be by 
lot. Every outgoing Governor shall be eligible for re- 
flection, if otherwise qualified, provided ho shall have 
.attended not less than one-fourth of the meetings of 
the Governors held during his tenure of office, hut not 
- otherwise. If and whenever any Governor represent- 
ing the Subscribers shall die, or resign by writing 
under his hand, or become bankrupt, or refuse to :ict, 

• -or become incapable of acting, or shall cease to -esidu 
in the Province of Munster, or shall for one year foil 
to attend any meeting of the Governors, iris office 
shall thereupon become vacant. The fact of each 
casual vacancy happening as aforesaid, with tire cause 
thereof, shall be recorded in the minutes of the Gover- 
nors. Upon the occurrence of each casual vacancy 
happening as aforesaid among the Governors repre- 
senting the Subscribers, the remaining Governors, at 
a meeting held upon due notice, shali, subject as 
hereinafter provided, co-opt a suitable and qualified 
person to fill the vacancy, and every Governor so 
•co-opted shall hold office only so long' as the person 
in whose place he shall have been co-opted might 
have held the same. 

Provided always that the number of Governors to 
he elected at any Annual Meeting of the Subscribers 
shall not, in any case, exceed one Governor for every 
ten Subscribers voting in person, by proxy, or by 
voting paper, at such election. 

Provided also, that whenever the number of the 
"•Governors for the time being elected by the several 
Commissioners, Society, Board, Authorities, and other 
Public Bodies hereinbefore mentioned, shall be more 
'than six in all, no casual vacancy occurring among 
the Governors representing the Subscribers shall be 
filled by co-option, and the number of Governors to be 
elected by tho Subscribers at each Annual Meeting 
shall be only one for every two Governors then going 
out of office, until the number of Life Governors and 
Governors representing the Subscribers for the time 
being shall be reduced to twelve in all. 

The Subscribers. 

Qualiflea- S. The following persons, herein referred to as quali- 
Subgcrf- ? ed Subscribers, shall be entitled to attend the meet- 

bars. ings of the Subscribers, and to vote in person, by 

proxy, or by voting papers, in the election of Gover- 
nors -to represent the Subscribers: — 

(a.) Persons, who, at any time before or after 
tho date of this Scheme, shall have each sub- 
scribed not less than Ten Pounds, in one sum, to 
the Endowments. 


( b .) Persons, who, at any time after the date of 
this Scheme, shall eacli annually subscribe not less 
than One Pound to the Endowments. 

(c.) Persons, who, being working Farmers occu- 
pying land in the Province of Munster as tenants 
or owners, shall each annually subscribe not less 
than Ten Shillings to the Endowments. 


Provided that no Annual Subscriber shall be quali- 
fied to act or vote as such until a period of six months 
shall have elapsed from tho date of the payment by 
him or her of his or her first animal subscription, nor 
until his or her subscription for the current calendar 
year shall have been paid. 

6. The Governors shall cause a Register to be Register of 
regularly kept, in a book to be provided for that pur- ? u ' JScri - 
pose, containing the names and last known addresses ° ers ‘ 

of the qualified Subscribers, and the particulars of the 
payments constituting their qualifications. The said 
Register may be corrected from time to time by the 
Governors, or at any meeting of the Subscribers, and 
the same, when signed by the Chairman of any 
meeting of the Governors or of the Subscribers, and 
certified to be correct by the Secretary or other officer 
appointed for the purpose, shall be conclusive evidence 
that those named therein, and none others, are the 
qualified Subscribers, for tho time being, under this 
Scheme. 

7. Whenever and as long as 
scribers shall amount to ten or i 
Annual Meeting of the Subscribe 

by the Governors, at such time not later than the bets.' 
Thirtieth day of April in each calendar year, and at 
such place in or near the City of Cork,, as the Gover- 
nors shall appoint ; and at each Annual Meeting the 
qualified Subscribers present, or voting bv proxy, or 
by voting paper, may elect Governors to represent the 
Subscribers, as hereinbefore provided. 

8. Within one month, but not less than one week, Notic( , 
before the day appointed by the Governors for each Election. 
Annual Meeting of the Subscribers to be held under 

this Scheme, the Governors shall cause notice of the 
meeting to be sent by post or otherwise to the last 
known address of each qualified Subscriber, accom- 
panied with a voting paper in such form, and with 
such directions and information, as the Governors 
shall deem sufficient to enable each Subscriber receiv- 
ing the same, and unable to attend such meeting to 
vote by proxy, or by voting paper, in the election, 
at such Annual Meeting, of Governors to represent the 
Subscribers. 


the qualified Sub- Election of 
lore in number, an Governors 
shall be convened Sub cri- 


9. A Special Meeting of the Subscribers may, and Special 
on the requisition in writing of not. less than twenty V^ n r ;' ot 
Subscribers shall be convened by the Governors, at such berT 
time, and at such place in the Province of Munster, 
as may be fixed by the Governors, and of which notice 
shall be given by the Governors, by advertisement or 
■otherwise, as the Governors shall from time to time 
prescribe. Provided that every requisition and notice 
for a Special Meeting of the Subscribers shall specify 
the business to be transacted at the meeting, and 
no business other than that so specified shall bo trans- 
acted at any Special Meeting. Every Meeting of the 
Subscribers, Annual or Special, may adjourn for the 
completion of its business to any time and place 
which may be fixed by the Meeting. Nine Sub- 
scribers present shall constitute a nunmm at any 
Meeting of the Subscribers. 


yesung and Transfer of the Endowments. 

10. From and after the date of this Scheme, the Vesting an 
Endowments shall, without anv new conveyance or Transfer t 

^ transferred to “3 SffiT 

nors, and shall be thenceforth held by them and their 
nr -B= SS f f 01 ' e . ve ’-’ upon and for the trusts and pur- 
poses of this Scheme, subject to the conditions and pro- 
visions herein contained, and to all such rent;. 

, righ c ts ; easements, and liabilities as at the 
Gate of this Scheme may lawfully affect the same. 

* after th e date of this Scheme, the Gorer- 

, -* + Com l )an - v of the Bank of Ireland shall, upon ’ 

Tr mu n Jr n requisition of the Governors, transfer to 
,, a ,, Dairy School and Agricultural Insti 

q'r,, , the . Government Stock specified in the Second 
o n *.u ereto; and from and after the date afore- 
saia ail other moneys, funds, securities, goods, chattels, 
property, real or personal, held by any person 
T?^«? e « 0n8 ’- e3 L ce P fc Gie Commissioners of National 
Lducation m Ireland, in trust for or applicable to 
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the purposes of the Schools or of the Institute, shall 
be delivered, transferred, and paid, by the person or 
persons possessed thereof, or bound to pay the same, 
to the Governors ; and the receipt of the Governors, 
duly executed as hereinafter provided, for any trans- 
fer, delivery, or payment hereby directed, shall be a 
good discharge for the person or persons making the 
same, and he or they shall not thenceforth be an- 
swerable for the application thereof. 


Additional Endowments. 

Endow" 8,1 11- The Governors may obtain and accept grants 

rnents. and conveyances, and may collect, receive and acquire 
donations, devises, bequests, subscriptions and other 
additional endowments, real or personal, and may 
hold and apply the same for all or any of the pur- 
poses of this Scheme. They may also obtain and 
accept grants and conveyances, and may collect, re- 
ceive and acquire donations, devises, bequests, sub- 
scriptions and other endowments, real or personal, 
and may hold and apply the same for any object con- 
nected with all or any of the purposes of this Scheme, 
which shall not be inconsistent with, or calculated to 
impede, the efficient working of the provisions hereof. 
All property and moneys so received or applied shall 
be included in the accounts to be kept by the Gover- 
nors under this Scheme. 


Aid from, Public Sources. 

Aid from 12. The Governors may, from time to time, do all 
public acts, execute all leases and other instruments, and 
sources. mate a ll arrangements, necessary to enable them to 
obtain, for all or any of the purposes of this Scheme, 
from the Commissioners of National Education, from 
the Science and Art Department, from the Commis- 
sioners of Public Works, from the Congested Districts 
Board, from the Royal Dublin Society, from Grand 
Juries, from Guardians of the Poor, from any other 
Local or Taxing Authority, or from any other Public 
Body, or from moneys provided by Parliament, or 
under any Statute, any aid, by way of endowment, 
contribution, teachers salaries, results fees, prizes, 
provision for technical, industrial or other special in- 
struction, or grants or loans for buildings or other 
purposes, which may at any time be available for or 
open to the Schools, or to the pupils thereof, or to the 
Institute ; and, notwithstanding anything herein con- 
tained, with the consent, as to the Present School, of 
the Commissioners of National Education, they may 
place any or all of the classes of pupils of the Schools 
in connection with or under the inspection of 
any such Body as aforesaid. The Governors may, in 
consideration of such aid, enter into any agreements 
with the several Bodies aforesaid which they shall 
think expedient, and they may comply with any con- 
ditions, rules, or regulations, including conditions as 
to the appointment of Governors, for the time being 
in force respecting institutions, schools, classes or 
pupils receiving such aid. All money and other aid 
which the Governors may receive as aforesaid shall, 
subject to such conditions, rules and regulations, be 
applied by the Governors in conformity with the pro- 
visions of, this Scheme and accounted for accordingly. 

Provided always that the Rules and Regulations of 
the Commissioners of National Education, applicable 
for the time being to any School which is in connec- 
tion with the said Commissioners, shall take effect, 
and shall be observed, notwithstanding anything con- 
tained in this Scheme. 


Trusts of the Endowments. 

Trusts of 13. From and after the date of this Scheme, and 
meWB,^° W " subject to the conditions and provisions herein con- 
tained, and to any special trusts, conditions, rules, 
or regulations lawfully affecting any part thereof, the 
Endowments, and all or any other property belonging 
to or administered by the Governors under this Scheme, 
shall be received and hold by them, upon trust to 
provide, in the Province of Munster, for the Agricul- 
tural Education of male and female pupils, including 
their practical instruction and training in the man- 
agement of . farms and of dairies, and in subjects 
connected with the cultivation and management of 
land ; and to promote and develop Agriculture and 
Agricultural Industries in the Province of Munster, 
in accordance with the provisions of this Scheme. 


Application of the Endowments. A lxv? 1 * 

14. All moneys received by the Governors under or xjjpSoa- 
for the purposes of this Scheme, shall, subject to the t, ion of the 
other provisions herein contained, and to any special Endow- 
trusts, terms, or conditions upon which any part men 8 ‘ 
thereof may be received, be expended and applied for 

the following purposes, or for such and so many of 
them as to the Governors, for the time being, shall * 
seem expedient: — 

(a.) To maintain, or to assist in maintaining, 
one or more Agricultural and Dairy Schools in 
the Province of Munster, in which shall be taught 
the theory and practice of Agriculture, dairy 
farming, and stock farming, and in which prac- 
tical instruction and training shall be given in 
the management of farms, in the management of 
dairies, in the rearing and management of live 
stock including poultry, and in garden farming, 
fruit farming, bee-keeping, and spade industry; 
also in forestry, and the planting and manage- 
ment of timber trees. 

(b.) To purchase or rent pasture or tillage land 
for the purposes of the Schools; also peat bogs 
and other land suitable for drainage reclamation 
i mproveinent or planting ; and any land required 
for the other purposes of this Scheme. 

(c.) To provide, or to aid in providing a suffi- 
cient teaching staff in the various branches of 
Agricultural Education, also in chemistry, veteri- 
nary science, and any other cognate subjects which 
the Governors may, from time to time, consider 
to be suited to the wants of the country, and to 
the requirements of the pupils. 

( d .) To provide, or 'to aid in providing, the 
necessary staff for the working of the Schools, for 
the training of the pupils, and for carrying out 
the other purposes of this Scheme. 

(c.) To carry out experiments in matters con- 
nected with the cultivation of the soil, the testing 
of seeds, the breeding and rearing of live stock, 
the management of farms, and the practice of 
Agriculture, horticulture, and forestry; or to. 
make grants in aid of such experiments. 

(/•) To establish, or to aid in establishing, are 
agricultural laboratory, library, and museum 
and to provide, or to aid in providing, all neces- 
sary appliances, equipment, plant, implements, 
stock, workshops, and machinery, for carrying out 
the purposes of this Scheme. 

(g.) To appoint and pay, or to aid in paying, 
travelling Instructors, who shall from time to time 
visit the several districts contributing to the 
funds of the Institute, for the purpose of giving 
instruction in subjects of Agricultural Education. 

(7i.) To provide, or to aid in providing, prizes, 
scholarships, and exhibitions, for students or 
pupils, as hereinafter mentioned. 

(i.) To promote the welfare and efficiency of 
cottiers and agricultural labourers, by instructing 
and encouraging them in the management and 
improvement of their holdings. 

0‘.) To provide, or to aid in providing, for the 
instruction and training of Teachers of National' 

Schools and others, in the method of imparting - 
knowledge upon subjects of Agricultural Education. 

(k.) To hold, or to aid in holding Exhibitions, 
and to provide, or to • aid in providing Prizes, 
for Agricultui^l stock, _ produce, machinery, and 
appliances ; and to circulate information upon 
agricultural subjects among the Schools, and 
among the farmers, cottiers, and other inhabi- 
tants, of the districts contributing to the funds 
of the Institute. 

(i.) To defray the other expenses incurred in. 
carrying out the purposes of this Scheme. 

Provided always that any expenditure by the 
Governors upon the Present School shall be made in 
accordance with the agreements for the time being 
subsisting between the Commissioners of National 
Education and the Governors, and shall be subject to 
the approval of the said Commissioners. 

15. The Governors may by agreement with the Com- MaInt0I , 
missioners of National Education, undertake or aid once Ti the 
m the management of the Present School, under such SIP 6 ?' 1 
conditions, rules and regulations, upon such terms ' 
and in such manner, as the said Commissioners, and 

the Governors may from time to time agree upon 
Unless and until the said Commissioners and the 
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Governors shall otherwise agree, the Present School 

' shall be maintained and managed under the same 

conditions, rules and regulations, upon the same 
terms, and in the same manner, as if this Scheme had 
not passed. With the concurrence of the said Com- 
missioners, and subject to the terms of any agreement 
between the said Commissioners and the Governors, 
» the Governors may exercise, with respect to the 
Present School, the same powers which are hereby 
conferred upon them with respect to the Future 
Schools, but without such concurrence the powers 
aforesaid shall not extend to the Present School. 
»» 16. The Governors, from time to time, as they shall 

Schedule, think most expedient for the promotion of the pur- 
poses of this Scheme, may expend or apply all or any 
part of the principal and capital, or of the dividends 
and income, of the Government Stock and funds de- 
scribed in Idle Second Schedule hereto, for all or any 
of the purposes of this Scheme ; provided that all 
moneys so applied shall be included in the accounts to 
be kept by the Governors as hereinafter provided. 

General Provisions as to the Governors. 
Quorum 8,11 ' 17 - The Governors, at their first meeting after the 
and. ' date of this Scheme, and at their first meeting in 
Honoiary each calendar year thereafter, shall appoint from 
omeeiB. amon g their own number a Chairman and a Vice- 
Chairman. The Chairman and the Vice-Chairman 
shall hold office until the first meeting of the Gover- 
nors in the calendar year next following their election, 
or until the election of their successors, and, if other- 
wise qualified, they shall be eligible for re-election. 
The Chairman shall preside at every meeting of the 
Governors at which he is present ; in the absence of 
the Chairman, the Vice-Chairman shall preside ; and 
in the absence of both, the Governors present shall 
elect one of their number to preside for the occasion. 
Five Governors shall constitute a quorum, and all 
matters and questions shall be determined by the 
majority of the Governors present ; in every case of 
equality of votes, the Chairman of the meeting shall 
have a second or casting vote. The Governors shall 
appoint a competent person to act as their Secretary ; 
they may define the duties of his office, and may 
attach thereto such reasonable salary as they shall 
think fit. The Governors may appoint from time to 
time, from among their own number, an Honorary 
Secretary, an Honorary Treasurer, and such other 
Honorary Officers as they shall think fit, and they may 
define the duties of the several Honorary Officers. 
Meetings. 18. The Governors shall hold their first meeting 
within two calendar months after the date of this 
Scheme, at a time and at a place in or near the City 
of Cork to be fixed by a requisition of not less than 
five Governors ; and they shall meet once at the least 
in every three months thereafter, at such times and 
places as they shall fix. The Governors may also meet 
at such other times and places as they may from time 
to time appoint. Notice of every meeting shall be 
given to each Governor four clear days, or such other 
time as the Governors may direct, before the meeting 
The Chairman, the Vice-Chairman, or the Honorary 
Secretary, or any five other Governors, may at any 
time, summon a special meeting of the Governors, 
giving notice to each Governor four clear days, or 
such other time as the Governors may direct, before 
-the meeting, specifying in such notice the time and 
place of the meeting, and the object thereof. Every 
meeting may adjourn for the completion of its busi- 
ness to such time and such place as the Governors 
present may appoint. 

■Minutes 19- Every Governor shall, at or before the first 
Books and meeting which he attends, sign a declaration, in a 
menu. hook to be kept for that purpose, of his acceptance of 
the office of Governor, and until he has signed such 
declaration he shall not be entitled to act as a Gover- 
nor. Minute books shall be kept by the Governors, 
in which minutes of all their proceedings shall be 
duly entered. All deeds and other writings sealed 
with the common seal, and signed at any meeting by 
the Chairman of the meeting and two other Governors, 
shall be held to be validly executed on behalf of the 
Governors. 

■Com- 20. The Governors may, from time to time, appoint 

mitue:. a Committee of Committees, each consisting of two 
or more Governors, to visit the Schools, or any of 
them, to carry into execution any orders, rules or 
directions of the Governors with respect to the pur- 
poses of this Scheme, or to manage any business of the 


Governors which they may deem it expedient to de- 

ute to a Committee. They may also appoint a 

ommittee of Ladies to promote or to supervise the 
instruction of the female pupils, or to supervise the 
household arrangements of the Schools, subject to the 
control of the Governors. The Governors may fix the 
quorum, define the duties, and regulate the proceedings 
of every Committee as they shall think fit. 

21. The Governors, subject as to the Present School By-laws 
to the approval of the Commissioners of National andBegu- 
Education, may, from time to time, make such by- atona - 
laws and regulations as they shall consider convenient 

and needful for the good government and manage- 
ment of the Schools, and of the Institute, and of 
the Endowments ; for keeping the Register of the 
qualified Subscribers ; for regulating the election of 
Governors and the proceedings at the meetings of the 
Subscribers ; and for otherwise effectuating the pur- 
poses of this Scheme ; provided that no such by-law or 
regulation shall be inconsistent with the provisions 
of this Scheme, and that the same may be repealed, 
altered, and amended by the Governors, from time to 
time, as they shall deem expedient ; provided also 
that, unless and until the Governors shall make other 
by-laws and regulations as aforesaid, any by-laws, 
rules and regulations of the existing Local Committee, 
in force at the date of this Scheme, shall, so far as 
the same are consistent with the provisions of this 
Scheme, remain in force. 

22. The Governors shall cause to be kept regular ao Acaouik 
counts of all their receipts and disbursements, in sucl. and Audit, 
manner and form as may, from time to time, be pre- 
scribed or approved by the Local Government Board ; 

and the accounts for each year ending the Thirty- 
first day of December, or such other day as the Board 
may direct, or an abstract thereof, in such form as 
the said Board shall prescribe or approve, shall be 
submitted for audit on or before the First day of 
March following, or such other day as the Board may 
direct, to an Auditor of the Local Government Board, 
or to some other competent authority to be appointed 
or approved by the said Board. The Local Govern- 
ment Board may fix, and the Governors shall pay, 
such reasonable sum as shall be necessary to defray 
the cost of audit. The Governors shall keep an 
account with such bank as they may from time to time 
select, and all moneys receivable or payable by them, 
except petty cash, shall be lodged to or drawn from 
such account, and every cheque shall be signed by 
two Governors, at the least, thereto authorized. The 
accounts for each year, duly audited, shall be sub- 
mitted by the Governors to the next Annual Meeting 
of the Subscribers, and copies thereof, if so required, 
shall be furnished to the Commissioners of National 
Education, and to any other Public Bodies con- 
tributing to the Endowments. 

23. If an Inspector shall be appointed by the Lord Ins.ecKtn. 
Lieutenant in pursuance of the Act, Section 17, he 

shal linspsct each School sharing in the Endowments 
once at the least in each year, and as much oftenev 
as the Lord Lieutenant may direct, and shall present 
his reprot thereon to the Lord Lieutenant ; and the 
remuneration of the said Inspector, when fixed by the 
Lord Lieutenant, shall be defrayed by the Governors 
out of the Endowments. Unless and until the Lord 
Lieutenant shall appoint an Inspector in pursuance 
of the Act, Section 17, each Inspector from time to 
time appointed bv the Commissioners of National Edu- 
cation to inspect any of the Schools, in accordance 
with the Rules and Regulations of the said Commis- 
sioners, shall be deemed to be an Inspector appointed 
by the Lord Lieutenant under the Act, and the reports 
of every such Inspector shall be presented by the 
Governors to the Lord Lieutenant ; but such Inspector 
shall not be entitled, as such, to any remuneration in 
addition to the remuneration which he may be entitled 
to receive from the said Commissioners. 

24. The Governors shall publish an Annual Report Annual 
of their proceedings, and of the condition of the Eepor ' 
Schools and of the Institute, and of any other matters 
connected with the purposes of this Scheme which the. 
Governors may think it expedient to publish. Each 
Annual Report of the Governors shall he submitted 

to the next Annual Meeting of the Subscribers, and 
copies thereof shall be furnished, if so required, to 
the Commissioners of National Education, and to any 
other Public Bodies contributing to the Endowments. 

25. Subject to the other provisions of this Scheme, Powmsw. 
and subject as to any School which is in connection u 
with or aided by the Commissioners of National Edu- 
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cation, to the rules and regulations of the said Com- 
missioners, the Governors may exercise general super- 
vision and control over the Schools and the Institute ; 
they may fix the terms upon which pupils shall 
be received, and the periods during which instruction 
shall be given in each department ; they may make 
all necessary and proper arrangements for the board 
and maintenance of resident pupils, and may fix and 
regulate the fees to be paid for instruction ; and they 
may make such rules and regulations as they shall 
think fit for the maintenance of order and discipline. 
Subject as aforesaid, they may fix, from time to time, 
the number, salaries, and emoluments of the several 
members of the educational staff employed by them, 
and may define their several and respective duties, and 
may make agreements with them as to the terms upon 
which they shall respectively hold office ; they may 
also fix the salaries and wages of such agricultural 
and domestic staff, and of such other officers and ser- 
vants, as they shall from time to time deem it ad- 
visable to engage. They may from time to time make 
any arrangements or agreements with the Commis- 
sioners of National Education concerning the Present 
School, or the administration of any aid received from 
the said Commissioners for the purposes of this 
Scheme, which shall from time to time seem to the 
said Commissioners and to the Governors to be ex- 
pedient. Subject to the provisions hereinafter con- 
tained as to existing agreements, and as to the vested 
interests of individuals holding office at the date of 
the passing of the Act, every officer and person in 
the employment of the Governors shall be removable 
by the Governors, for such cause as they shall deem 
adequate, or upon reasonable notice, or upon payment 
of a reasonable sum, not exceeding six months salary, 
in lieu of notice. No person appointed after the date 
of this Scheme to any paid office or employment finder 
the Governors, or becoming entitled to any salary or 
emolument out of the Endowments under any such 
appointment, shall be capable of becoming, or shall 
, continue to be a Governor. 

SltrucHon. 26. The Governors, subject as to the Present School 
’ to the approval of the Commissioners of National 
Education, shall appoint Chaplains of the several 
religious denominations to which the pupils resident 
in the Schools may belong. The Chaplains shall be 
chosen from the clergymen officiating in the neighbour- 
hood of the Schools, and, subject as aforesaid, they 
shall have access to the Schools at all times. Each 
Chaplain, subject to the approval of the Governors 
as to convenient times, shall be allowed to give re- 
ligious instruction to the pupils of his own denomi- 
nation once at least in each week, and also to make 
such arrangements as to the religious exercises of the 
said pupils as he shall think necessary. The pupils 
shall not be permitted to receive any religious in- 
struction in the Schools, except from the Chaplain of 
their own religious denomination, of from persons 
specially appointed for the purpose with the sanction 
of the said Chaplain. Provided always, that all re- 
'ligious instruction which is given in any School in 
connection with the Commissioners of National Edu- 
cation shall be given in accordance with the rules and 
regulations of the said Commissioners for the time 
being applicable to the School in which it is given. 
Prizes, 27. The Governors may establish, in connection with 
shirks and 8ny . or . Schools, prizes, scholarships, and 

Exbibi- exhibitions, which shall in each case have such value, 
tions. and shall be awarded upon such examination, and 
shall be held subject to such conditions, as the Gover- 
nors shall think fit. These prizes, scholarships, and 
exhibitions may be given so as to entitle their holders 
to education at the School free of cost, or at a reduced 
cost, or may be tenable at any place of Agricultural 
or Technical Education elsewhere, or may be given as 
Travelling Scholarships, as the Governors may from 
time to time think most expedient. 


Management of Property. 

Sales, 28. The Governors, at any time and from time to 

and anee ’ ti me > may dispose, by way of sale, grant in fee-farm, 
Lettings, mortgage, letting, surrender, or exchange, of all or 
any lands, and buildings which may from time to 
time be vested in them, upon the most advantageous 
terms which they can reasonably obtain, and under 
such conditions as they shall think fit ; and they shall 
hold and dispose of all moneys received on any such 
sale, letting, or exchange, for the purposes and in 


accordance with the provisions of this Scheme. The 
Governors may also make leases of land from year to L __r' 
year, or for any term not exceeding forty years, or 
leases of buildings or of lands for building, for any 
term not exceeding two hundred years, if such pre- 
mises be not required for the purposes of this Scheme, 
so that every such lease shall take effect in possession 
upon or within three years after the making thereof, 
and shall be made to the best advantage. Provided 
that all money obtained upon any dealing with the 
property aforesaid, other than current rents, shall 
be treated as part of the capital of the Endowments, 
and shall not be applied in discharge of ordinary 
current expenses, but shall be invested or otherwise 
disposed of as capital, in accordance with the pro- 
visions of this Scheme. 

29. The Governors may, at any time, subject to any in vest- 
special trusts or conditions affecting any part thereof, menu and 
sell any of the stocks, funds, .and securities which • Purc “ ase - 
may be vested in them for the purposes of this 
Scheme, and may invest the moneys arising from any 
such sale, or from sale or mortgage, or for equality 
of exchange, or by way of fine, upon any dealing with 
land or buildings, and also any residue of income not 
required for the purposes aforesaid, in any of the 
public stocks, funds, or securities of the United King- 
dom, or of any Colony or Dependency thereof, or upon 
freehold or leasehold securities; or in the purchase of 
perpetual rents or rentcharges, in the United King- 
dom ; or upon the bonds, debentures, or mortgages of 
any municipal commercial or other Joint Stock Com- 
pany or Corporation, carrying on business or con- 
stituted for any purpose in the United Kingdom, or 
any Colony or Dependency thereof ; or in any other 
securities for the time being sanctioned by law, or by 
-the practice of the High 'Court of Justice, for the in- 
vestment of trust funds ; or the Governors may apply 
the same in or towards the purchase of land or build- 
ings required for the purposes of this Scheme, or in 
acquiring stock or equipment for lands already vested 
in them ; or in erecting buildings or making per- 
manent improvements upon land already vested in 
them ; and the 'Governors may from time to time vary 
such investments, and they may have recourse in any 
year to the accumulations of income from any pre- 
vious year or years. 

Payment of Expenses. 

30. The Governors shall, subject to the other pro- Payment of 
visions of this Scheme, pay out of the income of the Expenses. 
Endowments, all charges which under the provisions 
of the Act shall be properly and necessarily payable 
by the Governors, or out of the Endowments, for the 
taxed costs and expenses of this Scheme, or for audit 
and inspection, or for other purposes ; and they may 
also pay any expenses actually and necessarily in- 
curred by the Governors in carrying out the provi- 
sions of this Scheme ; and they may defray the actual 
amount of the railway fares paid by any Governors 
representing Boards of Guardians, and coming from a 
distance to attend the meetings of the Governors, 
in any case in which the Governors shall think it 
reasonable that such expenses should be defrayed out 
of the Endowments. 


Provision for Vested Interests and Superannuation. 

31. Every individual who at the date of the passing provision 
of the Act held, and at the date of this Scheme shall for Vested 
continue to hold, any office, place, employment, pen- Super- 
sion, compensation, allowance, or emolument, under aonuation. 
or arising out of the Endowments hereby transferred 
to and vested in the Governors, shall continue to 
hold, and shall be entitled to receive the same from 
the Governors, upon the same terms and in the same 
manner, in every respect, as he or she held and was 
entitled to receive the same at the date of the passing 
of the Act, and every such individual shall remain 
bound to perform the same and all like duties for 
the Governors, as he or she would have bee® bound 
.to perform for his or her existing employers if this 
Scheme had not passed ; and his or her employment 
may be determined by the Governors, at .any time 
after the date of this Scheme, by dismissal for the 
lake cause, or upon -the like notice or payment in lieu 
of notice, from the Governors, for or upon which 
the same might have been determined if this Scheme 
had not passed. The Governors may from time to 

R 
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Appendix time grant to any such existing officer, or to any other 
person in tlieir employment, who, otherwise than 
through misconduct, shall become incapable of further 
duty, or whose services shall be no longer required, 
such reasonable retiring pension or gratuity, to be 
fixed by the Governors with due regard to length of 
service and to the other circumstances of his or her 
employment, and to the amount of the Endowments, 
•as the Commissioners of Charitable Donations and 
Bequests for Ireland shall approve. 

Discharge of existing Committee. 

Discharge 32. Immediately after the date of this Scheme, the 
erf existing ex isting Local Committee of the Munster Agricultural 
rnittee. and Dairy School shall proceed to pay and discharge, 
out of the moneys in their hands, all salaries, out- 
goings, and liabilities due or payable by them up to 
the date of this Scheme, including their costs of 
and incident to the preparation of this Scheme (such 
costs, if any, ito be taxed and certified by the proper 
officer of the High Court of Justice in Ireland), and 
they shall prepare a final account of all their re- 
ceipts and disbursements, commencing from the last 
duly audited annual account, and they shall submit 
the same for audit to the Local Government Board, or 
to some other competent authority to be appointed 
ot approved by the said Board. Upon such audit, 
the net cadi balance remaining in the hands of the 
said existing Committee or of their treasurer or 
bankers, or of any other person on their account, shall 
be ascertained and certified, and thereupon the same, 
and all securities held by the said existing Committee, 
or by any other person on their account, shall be 
forthwith transferred and paid to the Governors, to 
be by them held and applied for the purposes of this 
Scheme, and accounted for accordingly. The said 
existing Committee shall, at the same time, deliver 
to the Governors all books, documents, and other 
chattels and eSects belonging to or held by them as 
such Committee, and thereupon the existing said 
Committee shall be discharged. All debts and other 
sums then accruing, or payable to or recoverable by 
the said existing Committee, shall thereupon and 
thenceforth accrue and beoome payable to or recover- 
such Committee, and thereupon the said existing 
by and r'eooverable from the said existing Committee, 
and all contracts and liabilities then binding upon 
them, shall thereupon and thenceforth, to the same 
extent and out of the same funds, be payable by 'and 
recoverable from and binding upon the Governors. 

Pnnting of Scheme. 

Printing of 33. The Governors shall cause this Scheme to be 
Scheme, printed, or shall procure printed copies thereof, and 
shall keep the same for sale at a reasonable price. 


shall be made by the Governors, unless and until 
the same shall have been sanctioned by a resolution 
of the Governors, passed at a meeting specially sum- 
moned for the purpose of considering the same. 


Schedules referred to in the foregoing Scheme. 

First Schedule. — Lands and Buildings of the 
Present School. 

(1.) All that and those the lands of Ballygaggin, 
now held by and in the possession of the Commis- 
sioners of National Education in Ireland, situate in 
the Barony of Cork and County of Cork, containing 
126 acres 3 roods and 17 perches, statute measure, or 
thereabouts, with the buildings thereon, known as 
the Cork Model Farm ; held by the said Commis- 
sioners for 99 years from January 1, 1853, under an 
Indenture of Lease dated December 31, 1853, subject, 
■to the yearly rent of £220. 

(2.) All fixtures, furniture, and appliances, stock, 
implements, goods and cliattels, belonging to the said 
School, and vested in the said Commissioners at the 
date of this Scheme. 

Second Schedule. — Trust Funds anil Property be- 
longing to the Local Committee. 

(1.) The sum of £2,235 12s. 6 d. invested in Govern- 
ment Stock standing in the books of the Governor and 
Company of the Bank of Ireland in the names of Sir 
George St. John Colthurst, Lieutenant-Colonel Ed- 
mund Anderson Shuldhom, and North Ludlow Axel 
Beamish, as Trustees for the Local Committee of the 
Munster Agricultural and Dairy School. 

(2.) The snm of £44 19s. 2d. invested upon Deposit 
Receipt in the names of the same Trustees, and any 
further or other sum held by or in the names of the 
said Trustees, or otherwise included in the Endow- 
ments, at the date of tins Scheme. 

(3.) All other moneys, funds, and securities, due, 
accruing, or accumulated, and all fanning stock, 
goods, chattels, effects, and property, belonging to the 
said Local Committee, or held by any person on their 
behalf, for the purposes of the Munster Agricultural 
and Dairy School, or otherwise included in the En- 
dowments, at the date of this Scheme. 

We, the Judicial Commissioners constituted 
under the Educational Endowments (Ireland) 
Act, 1885, having duly considered the foregoing 
Scheme, hereby submit the same for the approval 
of the Lord Lieutenant in Council under the said 
Act, duly signed by both of us under our hands, 
this Second day of December, 1893. 


Alteration of Scheme. 

Alteration 34. This Scheme may be altered fjom time to time 
oi Scheme, by the Commissioners of Charitable Donations and 
Bequests for Ireland in any manner whatsoever upon 
the application of the Governors, or of the Commis- 
sioners of National Education, but except upon such 
application no alteration shall be so made, and no 
alteration shall be made contrary to anything con- 
tained in the Act ; provided that no such application 


GERALD FITZGIBBON, 1 
WILLIAM O’BRIEN, J 


Judicial 

Commissioners. 


Witness : 

N. D. MURPHY, 
Secretary. 
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Appendix No. LX VII. 


Memorandum on Loans 
As the Agricultural Board are aware, the Depart- 
ment' have had for some time under their considera- 
tion the question of making loans in approved cases 
for industrial purposes. The starting of new indus- 
tries in Ireland, especially in rural districts, can 
hardly be undertaken to any great extent under the 
present conditions of credit available for those who 
would be likely to start such industries. Many in- 
stances, moreover, of small existing industries have 
come under the notice of the Department where use- 
ful enterprise is seriously cramped for want of 
capital on easy terms for the purpose of improved 
machinery and other equipment. The deliberations 
of the several Industrial Conferences at Cork, and 
especially of the private Woollen Conference, have 
strengthened the view of the Department that a sys- 
tem of loans of this kind is a necessary element for 
the industrial development of the country. 

Precedents for such loans already exist in the 
Fishery Loans of the Department itself, and of the 
Congested Districts Board ; in the Department’s 
loans for Pasteurising Plant, for hand separators, 
and for the purchase of bulls and stallions ; and in 
the Board of Work’s loans for the erection of scutch- 
ing mills, farm buildings, &c. 

In regard to the conditions on which it is proposed 
that such loans should be made, the following are 
suggested as the chief heads: — 

1. The loans would be made solely for a specific 
productive purpose, to be decided on the advice of 
experts in the particular industry in connection 
with which the loan was sought. 

2. Loans would only be made for the purchase 
of machinery or other equipment in cases where 
the necessary skill to use machines, plant, &c., is 
available. 


3. The actual method of the loan would be lxvh. 
modelled on the Fisheries Loan plan already in — 
operation under the Department. 

4. In regard to security, the machinery and plant 
would remain the property of the Department until 
the loan was paid off. Machinery and buildings 
should be insured against fire, and a mortgage on 
premises, &c., would be taken wherever possible, 
with such other collateral security as the Depart- 
ment might, in special cases, require. 

5. The particular industry on behalf of which a 
loan was made would remain subject to inspection 
by Departmental Inspectors during the currency 
of the loan. 

6. In case of any breach of the above conditions, 
the Department would retain the power to enter 
into possession. 

The actual terms as to credit and repayment on 
which it is proposed to make such loans are as fol- 
lows : — 

(а) Interest at 3 per cent. 

(б) Repayment of instalments spread over 

periods not exceeding in any case ten 
years. 

(c) Instalments to be fixed, and payable half- 

yearly, together with interest on outstand- 
ing amount of loan. 

(d) First instalment of principal not to be pay- 

able until eighteen months from the first 
day of the month following the issue of the 
loan. 

(e) A maximum to be fixed for each class of loan 

on the advice of experts in the particular 
industry concerned. This maximum shall 
not, except in special circumstances, be 
exceeded. 


Appendix No. LXVIII. 


Conditions of Joint Scheme of Work between the Department of Agriculture and Technical appendix 
Instruction and the Irish Agricultural Organisation Society for 1906-7 Lrvm. 


1. The officials of the Irish Agricultural Organisa- 
tion Society shall confine their work to organisation 
and auditing only. By the term “organisation” is 
to be understood : — 

(а) The convening and addressing of meetings of 
persons whom it is desirable to instruct in the prin- 
ciples and working details of co-operation for 
mutual advantage among members of the agricul- 
tural classes. 

(б) Attendance, when necesary, at general and 
committee meetings of societies, and advising them 
upon the conduct of such meetings, the keeping 
of minutes and accounts, methods of business cor- 
respondence, general observance of the rules, in- 
cluding statutory obligations, the conduct of 
arbitrations, the settlement of disputes, and giving 
general business advice. 

(c) The explanation of the functions of and the 
desirability of joining the I.A.O.S. and the trade 
federations of the movement. 

N.B. — The Society’s organisers are not to give 
advice upon technical subjects within the range of 
the Department’s Schemes, except with the ap- 
proval of the Department. For instruction and 
advice upon, these subjects the organiser should 
urge the Society to get into touch with the Opunty 
Committees ana with the Department. 

2. The scale of salaries, travelling and other allow- 
ances of these officials, shall be submitted for ap- 
proval by the Department, and same shall not be 
changed in any way without the previous sanction, 
in writing, of the Department. 

3. The Department’s representative shall be given 
every facility for examining the accounts of the Irish 
Agricultural Organisation Society, as well as the re- 
ports, diaries and expenses sheets of the organisers. 

4. All applications to the Department relating , to 
matters of co-operative organisation from co-operative 
societies, organised by the Irish Agricultural Organi- 
sation Society, should be submitted to the latter 
body, and the Department’s officials and inspectors 
are to encourage such inquiries as far as possible. 

5. All societies or other co-operative bodies, when 
fully organised, must in future pay the travelling 
expenses and subsistence allowances of organisers. 
Provided, however, that the Executive Committee 


shall be empowered to remit the amount so charged 
where a society is unable to meet the charge because 
of pecuniary or other exceptional difficulties. Where 
accountants are required, a charge of 10s. 6 d. per 
day must be paid m addition. Agricultural banks 
and other societies which do not trade for a profit 
are not to be bound by this agreement. Credit may 
also be given in each year to any society to an amount 
n-ot exceeding the amount of its per capita contribu- 
tion to the Irish Agricultural Organisation Society 
in that year. 

6. That the selection of districts in which it is 
desirable to organise societies shall be referred to a 
sub-committee of the Executive Committee, on which 
the Department of Agriculture and Technical In- 
struction and the Irish Agricultural Organisation 
Society shall be equally represented, and that this 
sub-committee, before determining on the organisa- 
tion of a new society in any district, shall, except in 
urgent cases, ascertain through the Department of 
Agriculture and Technical Instruction that the 
material facilities for such society exist in the pro- 
posed district. The proceedings of the sub-committee 
shall in every case be reported to the meeting of the- 
Executive Committee next following. 

.7. When furnishing claims monthly for recoup- 
ment of expenditure, the Irish Agricultural Organi- 
sation Society shall submit the reports of their- 
organisers, with their diaries. 

8. With a view to preventing overlapping and un- 
necessary expenditure, the Department’s representa- 
tives shall attend at the offices of the Irish Agricul- 
tural Organisation Society at least weekly for the 
purpose of assisting in co-ordinating the work of the 
Society and of the Department. 

9. The contribution of the Department will be 
paid in advance at such times and in such amounts 
as may be> required in order to enable the work to be 
efficiently carried on. Any unexpended balance is 
to be carried forward. It is understood that the 
amount voted by the Agricultural Board is intended 
to supplement the amount of the Irish Agricultural 
Organisation Society’s funds in order to enable the 
Society to carry out the work agreed upon, and that 
the Department’s grant shall not be drawn upon 
further than is required for this purpose. 


R 2 
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APPENDIX No. LXIX. 


Agriculture and Technical Instruction (Ireland) Act, 1899. 
[62 & 63 Viet, Ch. 60.] 


ARRANGEMENT OF SECTIONS. 


Past I. 

Department of Agriculture and other Industries and 
Technical Instruction. 



3. Provision, ■with reference to Inspectors of 

Fisheries. 

4. Power to transfer other powers of Government 

Departments. 

5. Powers of Department in relation to inquiries, 

experiments, <fcc. 

6. Staff and remuneration and expenses. 


Part II. 

Consultative Council, Agricultural Board and Board 
of Technical Instruction, and Financial 
Provisions. 

7. Establishment of Council of Agriculture, Agricul- 

tural Board, and Board of Technical Instruc- 
tion. 

8. Constitution of Council of Agriculture. 

9. Constitution of Agricultural Board. 

10. Constitution of Board of Technical Instruction. 

11. Duties of Council of Agriculture. 

12. Duties of Agricultural Board. 

13. Duties of Board of Technical Instruction. 

14. Power to appoint committees. 

15. Moneys placed at the disposal of Department. 

16. Application of money. 

17. Provision for Department appearing before Rail- 

way and Canal Commissioners and for prose- 
cuting under 56 & 57 Viet., c. 56, s. 7. 

18. Provision with respect to congested district 

counties. 

19. Contributions by local authorities. 


Paet III. 

Misce llaneous. 

20. Style and seal of Department. 

21. Proceedings of Department. 

25. Transfer of officers and other persons. 

23. Consultative Committee of Education. 

24. Regulations ex-officio members, and secretaries of 

council of agriculture and boards. 

25. Accounts of Department. 

26. Reports of Department. 

27. Duration of office of members of council and 

boards and casual vacancies. 

28. General provisions and restrictions as to Orders 

m Council. 

29- Construction of Acts and documents. 

30. Definitions. 

31. Short title and extent of Act. 

32. Commencement of Act. 

33. Pending proceedings. 

34. Saving of existing orders, byelaws, &c. 

35. Repeals. ' 

Schedules. 


CHAPTER 50. 



[9th August, 1899.] 


BE it enacted by the Queen’s most Excellent 
Majesty, by and with the advice and consent of 
the Lords Spiritual and Temporal, and Commons, 
in this present Parliament assembled, and by the 
authority of the same, as follows : 

Part I. 

Department of Agriculture and other Industries and 
Techii i ca l In s tructio n . 

1 . — (1.) There shall be established a Department of 
Agriculture and other Industries and Technical In- 
struction for Ireland (in this Act referred to as 
“ the Department ”), with the Chief Secretary as 
President thereof, and a Vice-President appointed 
by and removable at the pleasure of one of Her 
Majesty’s Principal Secretaries of State. 

(2.) Subject to the provisions of this Act, any 
power or duty of the Department may be exercised or 
performed by the President or the Vice-President, or 
by any person appointed by the President to act on 
behalf of the Vice-President during tlie temporary 
absence of the Vice-President." 

(3.) The office of Vice-President of the Department 
shall not render the person holding tlu* same incap- 
able of being elected or of sitting or voting as a 
member of Parliament, or avoid his election if re- 
turned, or render him liable to any penalty for 
sitting or voting in Parliament. 

(4.) The Vice-President of the Department shall be 
ex-officio a member of the Congested Districts Board 
for Ireland. 

2 . — (1.) There shall be transferred to the Depart- 
ment at such dates respectively as the Lord Lieu- 
tenant by Order appoints — 

(a.) The powers and duties of the Lord Lieutenant 
(whether acting alone or by the advice of the 
Privy Council), the Chief Secretary and the 
Under Secretary to the Lord Lieutenant under 
the Diseases of Animals Acts, 1894 and 1896 ; 

(6.) The powers and duties of the Lord Lieutenant 
acting by the advice of the Privy Council under 
the Destructive Insects Act, 1877, and the Fer- 
tilisers and Feeding Stuffs Act, 1893; 

(c.) The powers and duties of the Registrar-General 
for Ireland and the Irish Land Commission, 
with reference to the collection and publication 
of statistics relating to agriculture, and of re- 
turns of average prices of agricultural produce ; 

(d.) The powers and duties of the Irish Land 
Commission under the Markets and Fairs 
(Weighing of Cattle) Acts, 1887 and 1891 ; 

(e.) The administration of the grant for science 
and art in Ireland ; 

(/.) The administration of the grant in aid of 
technical instruction, as defined by the Tech- 
nical Instruction Act, 1889, in Ireland ; 

(g.) The powers and duties of the Department of 
Science and Art in relation to any public 
building or institution in Ireland under their 
control, and also any property in Ireland held 
by or for tlie purposes of that Department ; 

(L) The powers and duties of the Commissioners 
of National Education in connection with the 
Albert Institution and tire Munster Institution, 
and also all property held by those Commis- 
sioners for the purposes of the said institu- 
tions ; and 

(i.) The powers and duties of the Inspectors of 
Irish Fisheries. 

(2.) A copy of every Order of the Lord Lieutenant 
under this section shall be published in the Dublin 
Gazette. 
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3 . — (1.) As from the date of the transfer in pur- 
suance of this Act to the Department of the powers 
and duties of the Inspectors of Irish Fisheries, those 
Inspectors shall be transferred and attached to the De- 
partment as officers thereof, and the Department shall, 
so long as any two of them continue to hold office, as- 
sign to one of them the performance, in the name of the 
Department, of the duties of those Inspectors under 
the enactments of the Fisheries (Ireland) Acts, 1842 
to 1898, specified in the First Schedule to this Act, 
and such other (if any) of the duties so transferred as 
may be declared by an Order in Council of the Lord 
Lieutenant to partake of a judicial character, and 
shall delegate to such Inspector such of the powers 
so transferred as are necessary for the performance 
of the duties so assigned. 

(2.) So soon as one only of those Inspectors con- 
tinues to hold office the Department shall assign to 
him or to one of the other officers of the Department 
the like performance of the said duties, and shall 
delegate to such Inspector or officer such powers as 
aforesaid. 

(3.) Nothing in this Act shall affect any provision 
in the Fisheries (Ireland) Acts, 1842 to 1898, con- 
ferring a right of appeal in respect of any byelaw, 
rule, regulation, order, award, determination, judg- 
ment, decision, or definition under those Acts, or 
requiring the confirmation thereof. 

(4.) Anything in the Fisheries (Ireland) Acts, 1842 
to 1898, requiring any act to be done or application 
to be heard by more than one Inspector shall be re- 
pealed. 

(5.) Rules for the purposes of this section shall be 
made by the Department subject to the approval of 
the Lord Chancellor. 

4 . — (1.) The Lord Lieutenant may, with the con- 
sent of the Treasury, by Order in Council, transfer to 
the Department such powers and duties exercised 
and performed by any Government Department in 
Ireland as are conferred or imposed by or in pur- 
suance of any Act, and appear to him to be of an 
administrative character, and to relate to any powers 
and duties similar or analogous to those by this Act 
transferred to the Department. 

(2.) Where any powers and duties proposed to be 
transferred by an Order under this section are exer- 
cised and performed by any Department, not being a 
Department of the Irish Government, the Order shall 
not be made without the consent of such first-men- 
tioned Department. 

5. The Department may make, or cause to be made, 
or aid in making, such inquiries, experiments, and 
research, and collect, or aid in collecting, such in- 
formation as they may think important for the pur- 
poses of agriculture and other rural industries. 

6 . — (1.) The Department may, with the consent of 
the Lord Lieutenant and the Treasury, appoint or 
employ a secretary, two assistant secretaries, one in 
respect of agriculture and one in respect of technical 
instruction, and such inspectors, instructors, officers, 
and servants as the Department may require. 

(2.) There shall be paid out of money provided by 
Parliament to the Vice-President of the Department 
the annual salary of one thousand two hundred 
pounds, together with a residential allowance not ex- 
ceeding the annual sum of one hundred and fifty 
pounds, and to the secretary, assistant secretaries, 
inspectors, officers, and servants of the Department 
such salaries or remuneration as the Department, 
with the sanction of the Treasury, may determine. 

(3.) All expenses incurred by the Department in 
the exercise of their powers or the performance of 
their duties under this part of this Act, other than 
expenses incurred in relation to the Albert Institu- 
tion and the Munster Institution, shall, save so far 
as they are otherwise provided for under any Act, to 
such amount as may be sanctioned by the Treasury, 
be paid out of money provided by Parliament. 


Past II. 

Consultative Council, Agricultural Board and Board 
of Technical Instruction, and Financial 
Provisions. 

7. For the purpose of assisting the Department in 
carrying out the objects of this Act there shall be 
established — 

(a) a Council of Agriculture ; 


(6) an Agricultural Board ; and A 

(c) a Board of Technical Instruction. 

8. — (1.) The Council of Agriculture shall consist of 
the following members : — 

(a) Two persons to be appointed by the County 

Council of each county (other than a county 
borough) in each province ; and 

(b) A number of persons resident in each province 

equal to the number of counties (exclusive of 
county boroughs) in the province, to be ap- 
pointed by the Department with due regard 
to the representation on the council of any 
agricultural or industrial organisations in 
the province. 

(2.) For the purposes of this section the county of 
Cork shall be regarded as two counties, and four per- 
sons shall be appointed by the council of that county. 

(3.) The members representing each province shall 
constitute separate committees on the Council and 
shall be styled the provincial committees of the re- 
spective provinces. 

9. The Agricultural Board shall consist of the fol- 
lowing members: — 

(a) Two persons to be appointed by the provincial 

committee of each province ; and 

(b) Four persons to be appointed by the Depart- 

ment. 

10 . The Board of Technical Instruction shall con- 
sist of the following members . 

(а) Three persons to be appointed by the county 

council of each of the county boroughs of 
Dublin and Belfast ; 

(б) One person to be appointed by a joint com- 

mittee of the councils of the several urban 
county districts in the county of Dublin ; 
such committee to consist of one member 
chosen out of their body by the council of 
each such district ; 

(c) One person to be appointed by the council of 

each county borough not above mentioned ; 

(d) One person to be appointed by the provincial 

committee of each province ; 

(e) One person to be appointed by the Commis- 

sioners of National Education ; 

(f) One person to be appointed by the Intermediate 

Education Board ; and 

(g) Four persons to be appointed by the Depart- 

ment. 

11. The Council of Agriculture shall meet at least 
once a year for the purpose of discussing matters of 
public interest in connexion with any of the purposes 
of this Act. 

12 . The Agricultural Board shall advise the De- 
partment with respect to all matters and questions 
submitted to them by the Department in connexion 
with the purposes of agriculture and other rural in- 
dustries. 

13. The Board of Technical Instruction shall advise 
the Department with respect to all matters and ques- 
tions submitted to them by the Department in con- 
nexion with technical instruction. 

14. — (1.) The council of any county or of any urban 
district may appoint a committee for the purposes of 
this Part of this Act, consisting partly of members of 
their own body and partly of other persons. 

(2.) Any two or more public bodies may, subject to 
regulations of the Department, appoint a joint com- 
mittee for the purposes of this Part of this Act, with 
such representation thereon of each public body as, 
subject to the provisions of this Act, may be agreed 
upon or, in case of dispute, determined by the Depart- 
ment. 

15 . The following moneys shall be placed at the 
disposal of the Department for the purposes of this 
Part of this Act: — 

(a) The annual sum of seventy-eight thousand 
pounds directed to be paid to the. Commis- 
sioners of National Education, out of the 
Local Taxation (Ireland) Account, by section 
three of the Local Taxation (Customs and 
Excise) Act, 1890 ; 
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(b) Out of the annual income derivable from the 

surplus of the Irish Church Temporalities 
Fund, during a period of fifteen years from 
the commencement of this Act, the annual 
sum of seventy thousand pounds, and there- 
after during each subsequent period of fifteen 
years such annual sum as in the opinion of 
the Treasury can be paid without impairing 
the security for any liabilities existing at the 
commencement of this Act upon that Fund. 

Provided that if in the financial year end- 
ing on the thirty-first day of March one thou- 
sand nine hundred and one the Treasury are 
of opinion that the said sum of seventy 
thousand pounds cannot be paid without im- 
pairing the security for such liabilities in 
that year, there shall be paid such lesser sum 
as in the opinion of the Treasury can be paid 
without impairing such security. 

(c) That portion of the Sea and Coast Fisheries 

Fund reserved by the Purchase of Land (Ire- 
land) Act, 1891, for expenditure elsewhere 
than in the congested districts comities, in- 
cluding all money due on foot of loans, and 
for interest, dividends, and other annual in- 
come payable on account of the same ; 

(d) An annual sum of twelve thousand pounds, to 

be paid out of money provided by Parlia- 
ment. as an equivalent for the salaries at- 
tached to the judgeships abolished or left 
vacant, and the savings effected by the aboli- 
tion or consolidation of offices, in pursuance 
of the Supreme Court of Judicature (Ireland) 
(No. 2) Act, 1897; 

(e) Such sums as have up to the commencement of 

this Act been carried by the Treasury to a 
separate account, under section thirteen of 
the said Act of 1897, in respect of the salaries 
attached to the judgeships abolished or left 
vacant and the net savings in the said sec- 
tion mentioned ; 

(/) An annual sum of six thousand pounds, to be 
paid out of money provided by Parliament, 
representing the amount of the expenses here- 
tofore paid out of such money in connexion 
with instruction given in Ireland in agri- 
culture, exclusive of any such instruction 

P 'ven in elementary national schools ; and 
sums paid to the Local Taxation (Ireland) 
Account pursuant to the Local Taxation 
(Ireland) Estate Duty Act, 1896, which are 
not required for the purposes of the Local 
Government (Ireland) Act, 1898. 

16. — (1.) The money placed at the disposal of the 
Department by this Part of this Act shall be applied 
for the purposes and in the proportions following : — 
(a.) A capital sum which shall not, save with the 
concurrence of the Agricultural Board, exceed 
fifteen thousand pounds shall be applied for 
the purpose of providing suitable buildings, 
fittings, and appliances for the Royal Veteri- 
nary College of Ireland. 

(6.) A capital sum which shall not, save with the 
like concurrence, exceed ten thousand pounds 
shall be applied for the purpose of purchas- 
ing and stocking additional land, and pro- 
viding suitable buildings, fittings, and ap- 
pliances in connexion therewith for the Mun- 
ster Institution. 

(c.) The annual sum of fifty-five thousand pounds 
shall be divided into such portions as may be 
determined by the Department, with the con- 
currence of the Board of Technical Instruc- 
tion, and of those portions — 

(i.) One shall be distributed in proportion 
to their respective populations between 
the county boroughs, and shall be ap- 

E lied by the respective councils of those 
troughs in aid of schemes, approved by 
the Department, for the purposes of 
technical instruction; and 
(ii.) The other portion shall be applied, 
subject as regards any particular appli- 
cation to the concurrence of the Board of 
Technical Instruction, for the purposes 
of technical instruction elsewhere than 
in the county boroughs, and in making 
or aiding in making such inquiries and 
collecting or aiding in collecting such 


information as the Department may 
think important for the purposes of tech- 
nical instruction. 

(d.) The annual sum of ten thousand pounds shall 
be applied for the purposes of sea fisheries. 

(e.) Such sums as may be required shall be applied 
for the payment of the salaries or super- 
annuation allowances of any officers or per- 
sons formerly employed under the Commis- 
sioners of National Education and transfer- 
red to the Department in pursuance of this 
Act. 

(/.) Such sums as the Department consider reason- 
able - shall be applied for defraying the ex- 
pense for travelling and subsistence, when 
absent from home, of tlfe members of the 
council, and of each hoard established by this 
Act. 

(g.) The surplus remaining, of the aforesaid money 
shall be applied, subject as regards any par- 
ticular application to the concurrence of the 
Agricultural Board, for the purposes of agri- 
culture and other rural industries or sea 
fisheries. • 

(2.) The determination of the portions into which 
the said annual sum of fifty-five thousand pounds is 
to be divided shall have effect for a period of three 
years from the commencement of this Act, and at the 
end of that period and of eacli subsequent period of 
three years a new determination may be made subject 
to the like concurrence as is provided by this section. 

(3.) Any money not expended in any financial year 
upon the purposes to which the same is made applic- 
able by or in pursuance of this section shall be accu- 
mulated and may be expended for those purposes in 
any subsequent year. 

(4.) Any money accumulated under this section 
may be invested by the Department in any securities 
in which trustees are by law for the time being 
authorised to invest trust moneys. 

(6.) Money to be applied by the Department under 
this Part of this Act shall be applied subject to any 
conditions which the Department may require. 

(6.) The Department shall not, in the absence of 
special considerations, apply or approve of the appli- 
cation of money under this section (other than the 
capital sums in this section mentioned) to schemes in 
respect of which aid is not given out of money pro- 
vided by local authorities or from other local sources. 

17 . — (1.) The Department may take such steps as 
they think proper — 

(a) for appearing as complainant on behalf of any 
persons aggrieved in reference to any matter 
(other than a matter affecting the Post- 
master-General) which the Railway and 
Canal Commissioners have jurisdiction to 
hear and determine ; and 

(5) for instituting prosecutions under section seven 
of the Fertilisers and Feeding Stuffs Act, 
1893. 

(2.) Any expenses incurred by the Department 
under this section shall be paid out of the money 
placed at their disposal by this Part of this Act for 
the purposes of agriculture and other rural indus- 
tries. 

18 . The Department may at the request of the Con- 
gested Districts Board for Ireland exercise and dis- 
charge any of the powers and duties of that Board in 
or in relation to a congested districts county, where 
the expenses thereby incurred are defrayed out of 
money provided by that Board or by local authorities 
or from other local sources ; but no money placed at 
the disposal of the Department by this Part of this 
Act shall be applied in or in relation to a congested 
districts county. 

19 . — (1.) The council of every county (other than a 
county borough) may, in addition to any existing 
power, raise equally over the whole of the rural dis- 
tricts comprised in the county, by means of the poor 
rate, a sum not exceeding, in any one local financial 
year, a sum equal to a rate of one penny in the pound 
on the rateable value of such rural districts at the 
beginning of that year, and may apply the same for 
the purposes of agriculture and other rural industries, 
or for any other purpose for which they are authorised 
by or dn pursuance of this Act to expend money. 
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(2.) Notwithstanding anything in the Technical In- 
struction Acts, 1889 and 1891, the rate raised' for the 
purposes of those Acts in a rural district may, if the 
county council think fit, be applied under this section 
for any of the purposes of agriculture and other rural 
industries not included in the said Acts. 

(3.) The council of every urban district may, in 
addition to any existing power, raise by means or out 
of any rate or fund applicable for the purposes of the 
Public Health (Ireland) Act. 1878, and, in the case of 
a rate, assessed in the manner provided by that Act, 
a sum not exceeding in any one local financial year a 
sum equal to a rate of one penny in the pound on the 
rateable value of the urban district at the beginning 
of that year, and may apply the same for the purposes 
of technical instruction, or for any other purpose for 
which they are authorised by or in pursuance of this 
Act to expend money. 

(4.) No money shall be applied under this section 
save — 

(а) in accordance with the provisions of a scheme 

approved by the Department; or 

(б) for defraying any administrative or incidental 

expenses incurred, with the approval of the 
Department, for the purposes of this Act. 

(5.) A county or urban district council may borrow 
for the purposes of this Act — 

(a.) In the case of a county council as if those pur- 
poses were purposes for which they are au- 
thorised to borrow under, the Order in Coun- 
cil under section one hundred and four of the 
Local Government (Ireland) Act, 1898 ; 

(b.) In the case of an urban district council as if 
those purposes were purposes for which they 
are authorised to borrow under the Public 
Health (Ireland) Act, 1878. 

Paet HI. 

Miscellaneous. 

20 . — (1.) The Department shall be a body corporate 
with a capacity to acquire and hold land for the pur- 
poses of this Act, and shall be styled “ The Depart- 
ment of Agriculture and Technical Instruction for 
Ireland.” and may sue and be sued by that name. 

(2.) The Department shall have an official seal, 
which shall be officially and judicially noticed, and 
such seal shall be authenticated by the Signature of a 
member of the Department or of the secretary, or 
some person authorised by the Department to act on 
behalf of the secretary. 

(3.) In the execution or performance of any power 
or duty transferred to the Department by or in pur- 
suance of this Act, the Department shall adopt and 
use the style and seal of the Department. 

21 . — (1.) Every document purporting to be an 
order, licence, certificate, or other instrument issued 
by the Department, and to be sealed with the seal of 
the Department, authenticated in manner provided 
by this Act, or purporting to be signed by the secre- 
tary or any person authorised by the Department to 
act on behalf of the secretary, shall be received in 
evidence and be deemed to be such order, licence, cer- 
tificate, or instrument without further proof, unless 
the contrary is shown. 

(2.) A certificate signed by any member of the De- 
partment or by any person appointed by the Depart- 
ment to act on their behalf that any order, licence, 
certificate, or other instrument purporting to be made 
or issued by the Department is so made or issued, 
shall be conclusive evidenoe of the fact so certified. 

(3.) The Documentary Evidence Act, 1868, as 
amended by the Documentary Evidence Act, 1882, 
shall apply to the Department in like manner as if the 
Department were mentioned in the first column of the 
schedule to the first-mentioned Act, and a member of 
the Department, or the secretary of the Department, 
or any person authorised by the Department to act 
on behalf of the secretary of the Department, were 
mentioned in the second column of that schedule, and 
as if the regulations referred to in those Acts in- 
cluded any document issued by the Department. 

(4.) Section one of the Rules Publication Act, 1893, 
shall not apply to any rules made by the Department 
under the Diseases of Animals Acts, 1894 and 1896. 

22 . — (1.) There shall be transferred and attached 
to the Department as officers thereof such of the per- 
sons employed under the Lord Lieutenant, the Privy 
Council, or any other Government Department, in or 


about the execution and discharge of the powers and Appendix 
duties transferred by or in pursuance of this Act to 
the Department as the Lord Lieutenant may, with the 
sanction of the Treasury, determine. 

(2.) The Department may, subject to the provisions 
of this Act, distribute the business of the Department 
among the persons transferred thereto in pursuance 
of this Act, or hereafter appointed officers of the De- 
partment, in such manner as the Department may 
think right, having regard to the duties previously per- 
formed by those officers, and those persons shall per- 
form such duties in relation to that business as may 
be directed by the Department: Provided that any 
persons transferred from any Government Department 
under this section shall, while they continue in office, 
be in no worse position as respects tenure of office, 
salaries, or superannuation allowances than they 
would have been in if this Act had not passed. 

(3.) Any Order in Couifcil of the Lord Lieutenant 
made in pursuance of this Act which transfers any 
powers or duties to the Department shall extend this 
section to such of the persons employed in or about 
the execution and performance of those powers and 
duties as the Lord Lieutenant may determine. 

23 . For the purpose of co-ordinating educational 
administration, there shall be established a Consul- 
tative Committee consisting of the following mem- 
bers : — 

(a.) The Vice-President of the Department, who 
shall be chairman thereof ; 

(b.) One person to be appointed by the Commis- 
sioners of National Education ; 

(c.) One person to be appointed by the Intermediate 
Education Board ; 

(d.) One person to be appointed by the Agricultural 
Board ; and 

(e.) One person to be appointed by the Board of 
Technical Instruction. 

24 . — (1.) The Department may make general regu- 
lations for regulating the proceedings for the appoint- 
ment of the members of the council and of each board 
established by this Act, and the number of meetings, 
the proceedings and quorum of such council and 
boards, and the appointing body, council, or board 
shall act in accordance with those regulations. 

(2.) The President and Vice-president of the De- 
partment shall be ex-officio members of such council 
and of each such board, but shall not, save as herein- 
after provided, vote at any meeting of such council or 
board. 

(3.) The President of the Department, or in his 
absence, the Vice-President may take the chair at 
such meeting, and in such case shall have a casting 
vote. 

(4.) In the absence of the President and Vice-presi- 
dent of the Department from any such meeting, any 
officer of the Department appointed by the President 
or Vice-president may attend the meeting. 

(5.) The Department may require any of their own 
officers to act as secretaries or other officers of the 
council or boards established by this Act. 

25 . The Department shall prepare, in such form 
and at such times as the Treasury may direct, ac- 
counts of the receipts and expenditure of the Depart- 
ment, and within six months after the expiration of 
the financial year to which the accounts relate shall 
transmit the same to the Controller and Auditor- 
General to be audited, certified, and reported upon in 
conformity with regulations made by the Treasury, 
and the accounts, with the reports of the Controller 
and Auditor-General thereon, shall be laid before the 
House of Commons as soon as may be after the re- 
ports are made. 

26 . The Department shall once in every year, as 
soon as possible after the close of the financial year, 
make reports to the Lord Lieutenant as to their 
proceedings under this Act, and all such reports shall 
be laid before Parliament. 

27 . — (1.) The members of the council and of each 
board established by this Act shall hold office for terms 
of three years (the first whereof shall date from the 
commencement of this Act), and may be re-ap- 
pointed. 

(2.) A member of such council or Boards may resign 
office by giving notice of resignation to the secretary 
of the council. 

(3.) If any person is appointed a member of such 
council or boards by more than one appointing body, 
he may elect which appointing body he will represent 
on the council or board. 
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(4.) A casual vacancy occurring through death, re- 
signation, or otherwise in the office of member of such 
council or boards may be filled by the appointment 
of a person qualified in the same manner (if any) as 
the person whose office is vacant, by the authority or 
committee by whom the person whose office is vacant 
was appointed. 

(5.) A person appointed to fill a casual vacancy 
shall retire from office at the same time as the person 
whose office is vacant would have retired. 

28 . — (1.) An Order of the Lord Lieutenant in 
Council under this Act unless annulled as herein- 
after mentioned shall be deemed to have been duly 
made, and to be within the powers conferred by this 
Act, and no objection to the validity thereof shall be 
taken in any proceedings. 

(2.) The Order shall be laid before both Houses of 
Parliament as soon as may be after it is made, and 
if within the next subsequent forty days on which 
either House has sat that House presents an address 
to Her Majesty praying that any such Order may 
either in whole or in part be annulled, Her Majesty 
in Council may annul the same either in whole or 
in part as the case may require, and the Order or part 
so annulled shall henceforth become void without 
prejudice to the validity of any proceedings taken 
under the same in the meantime: 

Provided that where any Order or any part thereof 
is so annulled the Lord Lieutenant in Council may 
within six months thereafter make another Order in 
place of the Order or part so annulled subject never- 
theless to be laid before Parliament and to be annulled 
by Her Majesty in Council in the manner above men- 
tioned, and so on as often as occasion requires. 

(3.) This section shall apply, with the necessary 
modifications, to any rules or regulations of the 
Department under this Act. 

29 . (1.) All enactments, orders, instruments, con- 
tracts, and other documents relating to any powers 
or duties transferred by or in pursuance of this Act 
from any authority to the Department shall, so far 
as circumstances admit, be constructed as if any 
reference therein to the said authority, so far as it 
relates to the said powers and duties referred to the 
Department, and shall be construed with such modifi- 
cations as may be neoessary for carrying this Act 
into effect, and any act or thing which, but for this 
4.ct might have been done by, to, or before any such 
authority, for the purpose of, or in connexion with 
the said powers and duties may be done by, to, or 
before the Department. 

(2.) The expression “authority” in this section 
means the Department of Science and Art, the Lord 
Lieutenant (whether acting alone or by the advice 
of the Privy Council), the Chief Secretary, the Under 
Secretary to the Lord Lieutenant, the Irish Land 
Commission, the Registrar-General for Ireland, the 
Inspectors of Irish Fisheries, the Board of National 
Education, and any other Government Department, 
or board of commissioners whose powers or duties are 
transferred by or in pursuance of this Act. 

30 . — ( 1 .) In this Act, unless the subject or context 
otherwise requires: — 

The expression “ the purposes of agriculture and 
other rural industries ” includes the aiding, im- 
proving, and developing of agriculture, horticul- 
ture, forestry, dairying, the breeding of horses, 
cattle and other live stock and poultry, home and 
cottage industries, the cultivation and prepara- 
tion of flax, inland fisheries, and any industries 
immediately connected with and subservient to 
any of the said matters and any instruction 
relating thereto, and shall also include the aiding 
or facilitating of the carriage and distribution of 
produce : 

The expression “the purposes of sea fisheries” in- 
cludes the construction of piers and harbours, 
the supply of fishing boats and gear, investiga- 
tion into the habits of fish and methods of fishing, 
instruction in fishing, the encouragement of any 
industries immediately connected with and sub- 
servient to fishing, the supervision and protection 
of fishing grounds, and the enforcement of bye- 
laws relating to fishing : 


The expression “technical instruction” means in- 
struction in the principles of science and art 
applicable to industries, and in the application 
of special branches of science and art to specific 
industries or employments. It shall not include 
instruction given in elementary schools or teach- 
ing the practice of any trade or industry or em- 
ployment, but save as aforesaid shall include 
instruction in the branches of science and art 
with respect to which grants are for the time 
being made by the Department, and any other 
form of instruction (including modern languages 
and commercial subjects) which may for the time 
being be sanctioned by the Department, by a 
minute laid before Parliament and made on the 
representation of a county or urban district coun- 
cil that such form of instruction is required by 
the circumstances of its district, and shall also 
include instruction in the use of tools, and 
modelling in clay, wood, or other material : 

The expression “rateable value,” when used in re- 
lation to any area, means the annual rateable 
value under the Irish Valuation Acts of the 
hereditaments comprised in such area : 

The expression “ congested districts county ” has 
the same meaning as in the Purchase of Land 
(Ireland) Act, 1891 : 

The expression “public body” means any corpora- 
tion, council, board of commissioners, or com- 
mittee. constituted by or in pursuance of any Act 
or any association constituted by any Art or 
charter : 

The expression “powers” includes rights, juris- 
diction, capacities, privileges, and immunities: 

The expression “ duties ” includes responsibilities 
and obligations: 

The expression “ the Irish Church Temporalities 
Fund" means the fund under the control of the 
Irish Land Commission by virtue of the Irish 
Church Act Amendment Act, 1881 : 

The expression “the Albert Institution” means the 
Albert Agricultural and Dairy Training Depart- 
ment at Glasnevin: 

The expression “the Munster Institution” means 
the Munster Dairy School and Agricultural In- 
stitute : 


(2.) The Mussels, Periwinkles, and Cockles (Ire- 
land) Act, 1898, may be cited with the Fisheries 
(Ireland) Acts, 1842 to 1895. 

31 . This Act may be cited as the Agriculture and 
Technical Instruction (Ireland Act, 1899, and shall 
extend to Ireland only. 

32 . Subject as in this Act mentioned this Act shall 
come into operation on the first day of April next 
after the passing thereof : Provided that the Vice- 
president of the Department may be appointed at any 
time after the passing of this Act and the Department 
shall thereupon be deemed to be established. 

33 . All proceedings affected by any powers or duties 
transferred by or an pursuance of this Act to the 
Department, and which are pending at the date of 
such transfer, may be continued and concluded as it 
such transfer had been made before the proceedings 
were instituted. 


34 . All Orders in Council of the Lord Lieutenant 
in relation to the powers and duties transferred, oy 
this Act and all byelaws, orders, rules, regulations 
and definitions of the Inspectors of Insh bisneries 
in force at the comencement of this Act shall continu 
in force until revoked or altered by the Department. 

35 . The Acts specified in the Second Schedule to 
this Act are hereby repealed to the extent mention^ 
in the third column of that schedule, but as respects 
the Fisheries (Ireland) Acts, 1842 to 1895, and the 
Diseases of Animals Act, 1894, the repeal shall nor 
have effect until the respective dates a PP oin £“; > 
order of the Lord Lieutenant for the transfer oi 
powers and duties under those Acts. 
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SCHEDULES. 


Second Schedule. 


First Schedule. 


Enactments of Fisheries (Ireland) Acts, 1842 to 
1898, imposing Judicial Duties. 


Session and 
Chapter. 

Short Title. 

Enactments 
referred to. 

.5*6 Viet, c.106, 

The Fisheries (Ireland) 
Act, 1842. 

Section twenty-six. 

S *9 Viet., p. 108. 

The Fisheries (Ireland) 
Act, 1845. 


IS *14 Viol., e. 88. 

1 The Fisheries (Ireland) 
! Act, 1850. 

Sections fourteen and 
fifty-four. 

20 * 27 Viot., 0,114, 

The Salmon Fisheries 
(Ireland), Act, 1863. 

Sections, live, six, seven, 
eleven, and sixteen. 

29 *30 Viet., o. 97, 

1 The Oyster Fisher v 
(Ireland) ^Amend- 

1 Sections, five, six, ten, 
fourteen, and fifteen. 

32 & 33 Viet., c. 9, 

The Salmon Fishery 
(Ireland) Act, 1869. ‘ 

Section four. 

32 & 33 Viet., c. 92, 

TneF isherios ( Ireland ) 
Act. 1869. 

Sections fourteen and 
sixteen. 

47 *48 Viet., 0. 4S. 

The Oyster Cultivation 
Act, 1881. 

Sections two to six, ten. 
and sixteen. 

61 * 62 Viet., e.2S, 

The Mussels, Peri- 
winkles, and Cockles 
(Ireland) Act, 1898. 

| Sections four and five. 


Acts Repealed. 


Session and 1 
Chapter. 

Short Title. 

Enactments 
referred to, 

26 *27 Viet., e. 114, 

The Salmon Fisheries 
(Ireland) Act, 1863. 

Sections thirty - three 
and thirty-five. 

29 * 30 Viet, c. 88, 1 

Tho Oyster Beds (Ire- 
land) Act, 1866. 

Section four. 

32 * 33 Viet., c. 9. 

The Salmon Fishery 
(Ireland) Act, 1869. 

Section two. 

32 * 33 Viet, c. 92, 

Tho Fisheries (Ireland) 
Aofc, 1869. 

Section six, seotionseven 

to the a end n of°the 
section, section nine. 

S3 * 54 Viet, o. 60, 

The Local Taxation, 
Customs, and Excise 
Act, 1890. 

SeeUon^throc from “to 
to “ hereinbefore 

from “Expressions" 
to the end of the 
section, being sub- 
section two. 

57 * 58 Viet, o. 67, ■ 

The Diseases of Ani- 
mals Act 189). 

Section sixty-five from 
"Any Act” to “being 
to tho Lord Lieu- 
tenant," being sub- 
1 sections two and 

Section seventy - six 
from “ A copy of ’’ to 
" publication of the 
order," being sub- 
sections two and 

60 *61 Viol,, e, 06, 

The Supreme Court of 
Judicature (Ireland) 
(No. 2) Act, 1897. 

Sootion thirteen. 


S 
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